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EXCERPTS FROM THE FRIDAY SERMON BY 
HAZRAT KHALIFATUL-MASIH V2" 


Delivered at Fath-e-Azeem Mosque in Zion, Illinois, USA 
September 30, 2022 


€he Promised Messiah® declared this Sign as a great 
victory. Today, we enter the next stage [of this victory] 
by inaugurating a mosque in this very city [of Zion]. 
We witnessed the fulfilment of one aspect of this revela- 
tion approximately 115 years ago and today we are wit- 
nessing the fulfilment of another aspect. Around 115 to 
120 years ago, the secular newspapers of the time pub- 
lished the challenge issued by the Promised Messiah® 
in their newspapers and then also published the news of 
Dowie’s death. Thus, this was a Sign of God Almighty 


which the world accepted... 
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It is the guidance of the Holy Prophet** 
that whoso is not grateful towards people is 
not grateful to Allah the Almighty as well. 
(Jami at-Tirmidhi, Abwab-ul-Bir wa al-Si- 
lah, Hadith 1954). In accordance with this 
guidance, we should express our gratitude 
to that Magnificent God, who enabled us 
to build this mosque. As such, this is not 
merely a day to rejoice for us Ahmadis, but 
it is also a day to express our immense grati- 
tude to God who, along with the construc- 
tion of this mosque, also manifested to us a 
living Sign of the Imam of the Age and the 
ardent Devotee® of the Holy Prophet™... 
Today, Allah the Almighty enabled 
the Jama’at to build a mosque in the city 
belonging to a false claimant and an enemy 
of Islam, whose destruction had been 
prophesied by the Promised Messiah* 120 
years ago after being informed by Allah 
the Almighty about it. Moreover, this 
opponent had announced that no Muslim 
would be able to enter the city until they 
had converted to Christianity. Thus, these 
are the works of Allah the Almighty. Allah 
the Almighty proved the falsehood and 
ultimately destroyed such an individual, 
who was extremely wealthy and held great 
worldly esteem. On the other hand, Allah 
the Almighty granted the means to prop- 
agate the claim of His Appointed One— 
who came from a small village in Punjab, 


and whose claim was in relation to the 


rejuvenation of Islam—to reach 220 coun- 
tries of the world... 

Today, we enter the next stage [of this 
victory] by inaugurating a mosque in this 
very city. We witnessed the fulfilment of 
one aspect of this revelation approximately 
115 years ago, and today we are witnessing 
the fulfilment of another aspect. Around 
115 to 120 years ago, the secular newspapers 
of the time published the challenge issued 
by the Promised Messiah* in their news- 
papers and then also published the news 
of Dowie’s death. Thus, this was a Sign of 
God Almighty which the world accepted... 

In relation to Dowie, we are witness 
to the glory in which the message [of the 
Promised Messiah*] spread. The seed 
planted by Allah the Almighty through 
the Promised Messiah* for the revival of 
Islam is continuing to grow and spread 
with such glory throughout the world. 
Allah the Almighty made countless 
promises to the Promised Messiah* and 
revealed to him, ‘God will not abandon 
you. God will grant you extraordinary 
respect. The people will not save you, but 
I will save you, ([zala-e-Auham, Rihani 
Khazain, vol. 3, p. 442) 

Allah the Almighty has made count- 
less promises to the Promised Messiah* 
such as this one, and the 133-year-history 


of the Community is a testament to how 


Allah the Almighty continues to fulfil 


these promises. Today, the Community has 
spread to 220 countries of the world, and 
this is due only to the fact that Allah the 
Almighty provided the means for its mes- 
sage to spread... 

What did the one who challenged the 
Promised Messiah* want? In the name of 
religion, he desired to have governance 
over the world. In order to do so, he used 
the name of the Promised Messiah* and 
made tall claims that he would do so and 
so with the Messiah of Muhammad... 
When the Promised Messiah* challenged 
him to a prayer duel, his end was made 
manifest. The world witnessed the humil- 
iation and disgrace of Dowie in every 
regard. Such a clear Sign was manifested 
that the newspapers had no choice but to 


accept it, and there was no alternative but 


to declare Mirza Ghulam Ahmad* as great. 
But should we only build a memorable 
mosque and be pleased whilst rejoicing in 
this great victory? As I have said, we have 
reaped the fruits of the Promised Messiah* 
and continue to do so, yet the Promised 
Messiah* guided his followers to tread the 
paths which enable one to develop a rela- 
tionship with Allah the Almighty. The 
Promised Messiah® did not only make this 
challenge to destroy him, rather, it was to 
establish the grandeur of Islam; to bring 
the world under the banner of Islam; and 
to show that now the supremacy of the 
Messiah of Muhammad* will be estab- 
lished in the earth, who was to raise the 
banner of the Holy Prophet* and establish 
the sovereignty of the One God through- 


out the world... 


O servants of the Messiah of Muhammad! Every 


Sign of victory ought to bring about a transformation 


within us. Therefore, make an oath that today is the day 


that a great spiritual revolution will be brought about 


within us; and it ought to serve as a day of bringing 


about a spiritual revolution within our children and our 


progenies, and indeed it ought to be. 
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FOREWORD 


This book, which has been titled Fath-e- 
Azeem—The Power of Prayer over Prejudice, 
documents the historic prayer duel which 
took place from 1902 to 1907 between Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, peace be upon him, 
and Dr. John Alexander Dowie. At the time, 
Dr. Dowie was one of the most powerful men 
of his day: founder of a global church, a city, 
and a claimant to prophethood. A world-re- 
nowned faith healer, he famously claimed to 
be the Messenger of the Covenant, the first 
apostle, and the third manifestation of Elijah, 
or “Elijah the Restorer.” 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, peace be 
upon him, too, claimed to be a prophet of 
God, the long-awaited Promised Messiah of 
the Latter Days. When he read Dowie’s attacks 
on Islam and his beloved master, the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, may the peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him, and Dowie’s prayers 
to destroy Islam and Muslims, Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, peace be upon him, rose 
to Islam’s defense and Muslims everywhere, 
challenging Dowie to a prayer duel: meaning, 
whichever of the two was a liar should die in 
the lifetime of the truthful one. 

Suddenly, the mighty “Elijah” became 
silent, but that certainly was not the case 
with the American and international newspa- 
pers. They provided extensive coverage of this 
very bold and public prayer challenge. Many 
appeared to be in disbelief but could not deny 
the simplicity and effectiveness of such a pro- 
posal. Some even acknowledged its Biblical 
precedent, while others mocked it. 


That tone changed, however, to something 
far more serious in 1907. On February 20, the 
Promised Messiah, peace be upon him, pro- 
claimed: “God has informed me: I will reveal 
a fresh sign which will be a great victory. This 
will be a sign for the whole world.” Within a 
few weeks, Dowie died precisely as predicted. 
That once powerful man in the prime of his 
prosperity and health was reduced to poverty, 
infamy, and isolation in a matter of a few years, 
and his fall from grace began just after he was 
challenged to the prayer duel. The newspapers 
credited Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, peace 
be upon him, for the accuracy with which his 
prophecy was fulfilled, some even glorifying 
him as the long-awaited Messiah. We have 
attempted to capture the unfolding of these 
events in the newspaper clippings documented 
in this publication. 

I would like to express my gratitude to 
Anwer Mahmood Khan, whose passion in this 
field has culminated in the historical evidence 
compiled in this book. He has been research- 
ing this topic for decades and assembled a capa- 
ble team of devotees of the Promised Messiah, 
peace be upon him, to help bring this book 
to print. May Allah Ta’ala bestow blessings 
upon him and his entire team for unearthing 
this tremendous treasure and bringing to light 
the magnitude and magnificence of this most 
amazing sign. May this book serve to guide 
seekers after truth and demonstrate how God 
Almighty comes to the aid of His chosen ones. 
Aameen. 


Mirza Maghfoor Ahmad 


National Ameer of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, 


The United States of America 


June 2023 
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PREFAGE 


Twenty and three are the years that have lapsed 
since the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, 
USA held the Messiah 2000 conference in the 
environs of Zion, Illinois, to commemorate 
a prayer duel of unprecedented proportion 
for its time and place. It was waged against 
the founder of the city of Zion—a self-styled 
prophet who bitterly opposed Islam—Dr. John 
Alexander Dowie, who openly and repeatedly 
prayed for God to wipe Islam off the face of 
the earth. With Dowie’s far-reaching influ- 
ence, it was not long before this news reached 
the other side of the earth, where it was picked 
up by the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community, His Holiness Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad*, in Qadian, India. Ahmad, peace be 
upon him, responded to Dowie’s prejudice 
with a challenge no prophet could refuse—a 
prayer duel to the death. The scene had been 
set to play itself out on the global stage of inter- 
national media. It would only be a matter of 
time before the false prophet was exposed. 

The proceedings and ultimate outcome of 
this historic and highly publicized event are 
well documented for all to see, and it was my 
intent from the very start to compile it all in 
one place to allow readers to gain a glimpse of 
that highly charged atmosphere. We can now 
look back through the lens of history to piece 
together how a lone voice in India was heard 
throughout the world with the simple message 
that God truly exists, and the proof of His exist- 
ence will be the future events that will unfold 
before your very eyes. It fell nothing short of 
a momentous victory of prayer over prejudice 
and remains a living sign for sincere seekers 


after truth even to this very day. By the grace of 
Allah, that same city of Zion—which was once 
notorious for its intolerance and ignorance— 
has opened its arms to welcome its first-ever 
purpose-built mosque: Fath-e-Azeem Mosque. 
This mosque, its minaret and its special exhi- 
bition, were constructed to commemorate 
the Centennial of the American branch of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, which was 
established in 1920. 

The newspaper coverage of this historic 
event was extensive and appeared in Asia, 
Australia, Europe, Canada and the United 
States of America. Although 32 newspaper 
references were recorded by Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad* in 1907, he said the future 
would reveal their number to be in the 
hundreds. 

In the present edition of this book, we 
have documented the newspaper clippings dis- 
covered to date through our team’s research, 
increasing the number of total articles to nearly 
160. These are now all in the public domain 
and are presented here for the education and 
benefit of a wide readership. Interestingly, 
while our team was pursuing the retrieval of 
these newspaper clippings, we learned that the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, a 
US. federal agency, had separately initiated a 
newspaper archive project in Illinois and took 
special interest in the Ahmad-Dowie prayer 
duel, which they described as “fascinating local 
history” and a “historic gem.” Their project 
included the preservation and publication of 
another two dozen clippings from small town 
American newspapers, which they published 
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in a special interest story. The valuable work of 
the National Endowment for the Humanities 
enabled us to add four previously undiscovered 
clippings. 

We express our utmost gratitude to 
the Worldwide Head of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community, the Fifth Khalifah of 
the Promised Messiah*, His Holiness Mirza 
Masroor Ahmad, may Allah strengthen his 
hand, for his continued prayers and guidance 
throughout the preparation of this book. 

I would also like to express my profound 
gratitude to Salima Malik, Naila Ahmad, Sarah 
Ahmad, Naser-ud-Din Shams, Naveed Malik, 
Amjad Mahmood Khan, Ahsan Mahmood 
Khan, Kareem Ahmed, Salman Muhammad 
Sajid, Sardar Anees Ahmad, Faizan Mughni, 


Arshad Mahmood Khan, Mirza Abdul Wahab, 
and others for their invaluable assistance in 
various capacities, be it research, procurement, 
typesetting, or editing. May the Benevolent 
Lord reward them and their families for their 
tremendous services and selfless sacrifices. 

Here, I would be remiss not to mention my 
great mentor and former National President 
of the Community, the late Sahibzada Mirza 
Muzaftar Ahmad, at whose behest I began this 
search two decades ago. May the Almighty 
confer His everlasting mercy, love, kindness, 
and forgiveness upon him. Finally, I am grate- 
ful for the guidance and support of the present 
National Ameer, Sahibzada Mirza Maghfoor 
Ahmad. 


Anwer Mahmood Khan 
Chino Hills, California, USA 


June 2023 
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PART I 


Background, Context 
e> Contenders 


THE BIBLICAL PRECEDENT FOR PRAYER DUELS 


God has been sending prophets for humanity’s 
guidance since time immemorial. They are His 
ambassadors charged to convey His message, 
but are always met with opposition, dissension, 
and deceit. On the flipside are false proph- 
ets—the height of betrayal in the Kingdom of 
Heaven—usurpers who prop themselves up as 
divine authorities only to mislead the masses. 
For such extreme circumstances, the Scriptures 
call for extreme measures, where prophets 
invite pretenders to a spiritual duel—the irre- 
proachable weapon of choice being prayer. 
Each supplicates to God to expose the liar in 
their lifetime. In Islamic terminology, this con- 
test is known as a mubahalah, which—like 
many Quranic teachings—resembles Judeo- 
Christian tradition. 

The New Testament, for example, makes it 
very clear that God’s heavy hand comes down 
hard upon pretenders. The Bible states in 
Ezekiel (14:9): “And if the prophet be deceived 
when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD 
have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch 
out my hand upon him, and will destroy him 
from the midst of my people Israel.” 

The Bible further expands upon this theme 
in the account of Jeremiah, who—under 
Divine command—calls out the false prophet 
Hananiah for proclaiming fabricated prophe- 
cies. Jeremiah publicly affirms the true revela- 
tions of the Lord and foretells Hananiah of the 
dire end that awaits him: 

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto 
Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; 
The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou mak- 
est this people to trust in a lie. Therefore thus 


saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from 
off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt 
die, because thou hast taught rebellion against 
the LORD. So Hananiah the prophet died the 
same year in the seventh month. (Jer 28:15-17) 

Jeremiah goes on to foretell the hor- 
rific fate of two other false prophets—Ahab 
the son of Kolaiah and Zedekiah the son of 
Maaseiah—who were delivered into the hands 
of Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king, and 
“roasted in the fire” (Jer 29:21-22). Divine 
wrath deemed this the worthy end for their 
duplicity and debauchery. And as for the lies 
spoken by the false prophet Shemaiah the 
Nehelamite, one of his punishments was that 
he and his seed shall not have a man dwell 
among his people (Jer 29:32), thereby blotting 
his name. 

Perhaps the most striking example of a 
Biblical mubahalah belongs to that of the 
prophet Elijah. He single-handedly takes on 
450 false prophets of the idol Baal in a pub- 
lic prayer challenge. Both sides were to pray 
to their God to send down fire to burn their 
respective bull sacrifices. When Elijah’s prayers 
were fulfilled in an awesome spectacle for all to 
see, the masses fell on their faces, glorifying the 
One True God. Elijah then ordered the people 
to seize the 450 false prophets and led them to 
the Kishon Brook, where he proceeded to kill 
them all (see I Kings 18:19-40). It is this prec- 
edent that many newspapers referred to when 
Ahmad challenged Dowie toa prayer duel, with 
the New York Times observing, “A Genuine 
Elijah would jump at such a proposal.” 


WHAT IS A MUBAHALAH? 


The Holy Quran furnishes evidence that satis- 
fies the soul’s quest for truth and exaltation. Its 
arguments satiate the hunger of the heart and 
are framed in a manner so convincing and con- 
clusive that man is left with no choice but to 
accept their truth. However, in extreme cases, 
where arguments are exhausted yet an individ- 
ual persists in defying the Quran’s truth, Islam 
affords a public challenge—known as a muba- 
halah—whereby both parties call upon God to 
expose the liar. 

An example of sucha situation arose during 
the lifetime of the Holy Prophet Muhammad™. 
When a delegation of sixty Christians visited 
Medina from Najran in the south of Arabia, 
they engaged the Holy Prophet in a debate 
regarding the alleged Divinity of Jesus*. The 
Christians argued the uniqueness of Jesus*, 
citing his virgin birth without the agency of a 
father, and challenged the Prophet to come 
up with anyone who could be the likeness of 
Jesus* in that regard. 

Despite the spontaneous exchange of sev- 
eral deeply profound and intricate theological 
arguments debated and developed over centu- 
ries of Christian history, the Quran encapsu- 
lates its conclusive rebuttal in a simple, clear 


and concise manner: 


MTA CHECK COCA 
SDI BF oe hkE + 25) SES oh Se ote IG 
Sg 


OU: 


Surely, the case of Jesus with Allah is like 
the case of Adam. He created him out of 
dust, then He said to him, ‘Be!}? and he 
was. (Holy Quran, 3:60) 


First, the Quran replies to the immediate 
Christian demand by stating that Adam is the 
likeness of Jesus, forcing the Christians to con- 
sider who the father of Adam was. Secondly, 
the Quran points out that Adam was formed 
out of dust, whereas Jesus was formed out of 
a woman. Thirdly, the Quran points out that 
both Adam and Jesus were “created,” seizing 
upon the irrefutable fact that something cre- 
ated within the universe cannot be the Creator 
of the universe. 

Although the Holy Prophet™ was illiterate 
and had no access to the theological polemics 
of early Christianity, the simple revelation he 
received echoes the irrefutable argument of the 
Arian controversy circa 300 CE: Before Jesus 
was, he was not. In other words, if Jesus was the 
begotten Son, there was a time when he was not 
begotten before that event. The same cannot be 
said of the eternal Father; i.e., God, who has no 
beginning nor any end. 

However, confusion ensued from the 
words of Christ*, which he spoke in the flow- 
ery metaphors of his Semitic tongue. For 
example, when Jesus* says, “I and my Father 
are one” (John 10:30), he himself illustrates 
the figurative context of the term “one” in John 
17:11. But since the Romanized Christians of 
the West misconstrued these expressions of the 
East to be literal in context, they inadvertently 
transformed Jesus into the very God to Whom 
he was praying. And in an attempt to explain 
away the contradictions that resulted there- 
from, they were forced to devise a convoluted 


Christology that fused the conflicting natures 
of both man and God into Christ. Further, 
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realizing that nobody could possibly under- 
stand this theological construction, it was then 
dismissed as a “mystery” that transcended the 
human mind, albeit the obvious product of it. 

As an illustration, the Bible states that 
God knows all things (1 John 3:20), but it also 
tells us that Jesus did not know when he was 
supposed to come again (Mark 13:32). Thus, 
Jesus is a “God” who does not know all things. 
Romanized Christology attempts to explain 
away this contradiction by speculating a variety 
of conjectures splitting hairs about his nature: 
when Jesus appears to resemble a description 
of God, that is his Divine nature, but when he 
does not, that is his human nature. 

Nevertheless, considering these contradic- 
tions that eventually came to be known as the 
mystery of the Trinity, God then revealed the 
following verse: 


This is the truth (al-hagq) from thy Lord, 
so be thou not of those who doubt. (Holy 


Quran, 3:61) 


In explanation of this verse, the Five Volume 
Commentary states: “As agg (truth) also signifies an 
established fact or an established truth (2:148 & 3:4), 
the verse hints that as now the fact has been estab- 
lished beyond doubt or controversy that there was 
nothing in Jesus above an ordinary mortal, so there is 
truly no possibility of doubt or difference of opinion 
in the matter.” 

But for the Christians of Najran who refused to 
accept such a clear argument that was completely in 
accord with their scriptures and preserved the integ- 
rity of all their verses—both literal and metaphori- 
cal—God issued a stark challenge: 


ae Noe 2 oo enrrg 9 OK 2 A=, 2 A 61-7 
SCT FIG 1S Mal ede yy Gea dee 
A IAKg 


" 294 4k os 99, BIg Ae ADIL 7 Aw WL SA 
Aaexd Nes 35° SOAS ait 29s SEs SE 


OCI sit E555 
Now whoso disputes with thee [O 


Muhammad] concerning him [Jesus], after 
what has come to thee of knowledge, say to 
him, ‘Come, let us call our sons and your 
sons, and our women and your women, and 
our people and your people; then let us pray 
fervently and invoke the curse of Allah on 
those who lie’ (Holy Quran, 3:62) 


It was in this same spirit that His Holiness Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad* challenged John Alexander Dowie 
to a mubahalah. Dowie claimed to be a prophet, 
openly abusing the Holy Founder of Islam and 
expressing the offensive desire to eradicate all the 
world’s Muslims. As a final resort, Ahmad issued the 
following challenge to Dowie: 


As regards the Muslims, we wish to point out 
respectfully to Mr. Dowie that there is no need 
for the fulfillment of his purpose to subject 
millions of Muslims to destruction. There is a 
very easy way of determining whether Dowie’s 
God is true or our God. That way is that Mr. 
Dowie should keep me alone in his mind and 
should pray that of the two of us, the one who 
is false may die before the other. (Review of 
Religions, vol. 1. no. 9, p. 342) 


After this challenge, John Alexander Dowie experi- 
enced a rapid decline until he was struck with paraly- 
sis and finally died on March 9, 1907, within the life- 
time of Ahmad*, who lived until May 26, 1908. Thus, 
Allah clearly demonstrated the veracity of Ahmad*, 
as He always does with all His true Messengers. 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 


A Brief Life Sketch 


John Alexander Dowie was born in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, in 1847. His family moved to 
Australia in 1860, where he began working at 
his uncle’s shop as a shoe salesman and worked 
a few odd clerk jobs here and there as a young 
man. 

In 1867 he moved back to Scotland for fur- 
ther studies. He studied theology and some 
other subjects for two to three years. As his 
father could not afford to continue funding 
him, he was asked to return to Australia, which 
he did in 1872. He sought employment in the 
Church and was accepted in a Congregational 
church in Alma, a small, dusty in-land settle- 
ment fifty miles north of coastal Adelaide. 
After stops in the Sydney suburbs of Manly and 
Newton, Dowie moved to Melbourne, where 
he assumed the pastorate at Collingwood 
Tabernacle. In 1878, following successful 
encounters in divine healing, he organized the 
International Healing Association. 

He was arrested many times during his ten- 
ure owing to his aggressive protests against the 
wickedness that he felt was overtaking the area. 

In July 1888, he embarked on a journey 
to San Francisco, California, where he would 
continue his healing-based ministry. He ini- 
tially received a warm welcome, which gradu- 
ally dwindled as he accused his helpers of being 
apostates. He traveled extensively up and down 
the West Coast, and, passing through Utah, he 
arrived in Evanston, Illinois. In 1895, he set up 
a “small wooden hut” as the press described 


it, near the World’s Fair entrance in Chicago, 
quickly gaining fame and repute for his grand 
public healings of the infirm. 

In 1896, he formed his own congregation, 
naming it the Christian Catholic Church. He 
had an enrollment of five hundred followers. 
In 1897, he claimed that he had been arrested 
over a hundred times for protesting against 
alcohol use and practicing medicine (faith 
healing) without a license. 

Gradually, he bought large parcels of land 
some forty-two miles north of Chicago while, 
at the same time, keeping the attention of the 
media on his controversial pursuits in Chicago. 
On New Year's Eve, he gathered his followers 
for an all-night service at the Central Zion 
Tabernacle. As the clock struck midnight, 
Dowie drew back a large curtain, twenty-five 
feet high and twenty-five feet wide, to uncover 
the blueprint of a new city he would establish 
in 1901 along the banks of Lake Michigan. It 
was a 6,600-acre vision of the future City of 
Zion. From this point on, his success and pro- 
gress grew in leaps and bounds. He was at the 
height of his career. 

During the next several years, however, 
Dowie’s life became a roller coaster ride of 
peaks and valleys, the likes of which are sel- 
dom seen. Dowie enjoyed the media limelight 
for a twelve-year period, yet the eventual out- 
come of it all was encapsulated in the following 
report by the Princeton Telegraph, dated March 
20, 1907, several days after Dowie died: 
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“When John Alexander Dowie passed away, his 
death ended the most spectacular and remark- 
able career that modern times have known. 
Gigantic success and tragic failures punctuate 
his life. Here are some of the remarkable works 
and reversals that marked Dowie’s career: 


O He built a creed; he was excommunicated. 
O He built a city: he was expelled from it. 


O 


He amassed a fortune of millions; he was 
reduced to virtual poverty. 

He elevated Voliva to a great power; Voliva 
ruined him. 

He drew about him thousands who worshiped 


him; he died deserted by all save a handful of 


the faithful.” 


A cursory look at Dowie’s downfall indicates 
a turn for the worse in 1902, right around the 
time that he was challenged to a mubaha- 
lah, or a prayer duel, by His Holiness Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad*. Also of significance is that 
Dowie had just claimed to be Elijah II, pav- 
ing the road for the long and eagerly awaited 
second coming of Christ, and had grown 
far too flagrant and liberal in his criticisms 
of those who differed with his theological 
beliefs. Particularly disturbing to Ahmad* was 
Dowie’s overt antagonism towards Islam; its 
Holy Founder, Muhammad“; and the Muslim 
population in general. Dowie openly expressed 
views that sought the annihilation of the entire 
Muslim nation. Thus, it was only natural that 
Ahmad**—being the representative of Islam— 
would respond to Dowie’s comments with an 
offer no prophet could refuse. And no, there 
was no need to extirpate millions of Muslims 
across the globe. 

Ahmad™* offered an easy solution. Since 
both men claimed to be prophets divinely 


sanctioned by the One True God, yet their 
teachings were diametrically opposed to each 
other, one of them—by definition—had to be 
a liar. Therefore, Ahmad* proposed that he 
and Dowie should both pray to their respec- 
tive Gods to cause the liar to die in the lifetime 
of the truthful claimant. He further warned 
Dowie to refrain from abusing the Holy 
Founder of Islam lest God’s wrath be kindled 
all the more. 

Dowie paid no heed and tried to dismiss 
the challenge altogether, but Ahmad picked 
his words carefully, leaving Dowie no means 
of escape. God’s wrath would befall Dowie 
whether he accepted the challenge explicitly 
and openly in public, or implicitly and covertly 
by failing to repent and refrain from his slan- 
derous rhetoric against Islam. Silence would 
only delay his inevitable fate. It mattered not 
that Dowie had every material advantage in 
his favor; for, Ahmad* stood on solid spiritual 
ground. 

Dowie faced a real dilemma and was 
forced to pick his poison: either (i) stay silent 
and accept the defeat of a cowardly retreat, 
or (ii) speak up and run the risk of losing on 
the battlefield. Although he did not explicitly 
accept Ahmad’s challenge, he did so implicitly 
through his actions. This was acknowledged by 
the American newspapers. Consequently, the 
events that would shortly unfold in Dowie’s life 
bore the marks of God’s wrath. On top of the 
unrelenting reports of his exposed hypocrisies 
and indiscretions, he suffered a two-year bout 
with paralysis after which he died on March 9, 
1907, abandoned by his wife, disowned by his 
son, and forsaken by his followers. 

Ahmad’s bold prophecy that Dowie “shall 
leave the world before my eyes with great sor- 
row and torment” was gloriously fulfilled as 


if a modern-day resurrection of an incredu- 
lous Old Testament tale, and stands as a stark 
reminder of God’s low tolerance for imposture 
and pretense. 


Dowie’s Claims 


A brief reflection on the life of John Alexander 
Dowie reveals that he made claims to four 
independent offices in the last decade of his 
life, beginning in 1896. These claims expose an 
ambitious drive for personal status, each boast- 
ing a lofty degree of spirituality. In 1896, he 
founded his own congregation, the Christian 
Catholic Church, and assumed the office of its 


General Overseer. 


January 22, 1896: 
Authoritative Teacher 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 


Christ if it is organized after His own order?” 
“No?” ... 

Mr. Dowie: “I am not claiming any office; 
no man has heard me claim any office. lam a 
teacher and have taken no other place. I have 
not stood here claiming to be recognized as a 
prophet. I have not stood here claiming to be 
recognized as an Apostle. I have stood here 
as an authoritative teacher.” Mr. Dowie in 
1896 may have doubted whereunto this thing 
would grow, but to whatever extent it did 
grow he was clearly determined to be the head. 
Every element introduced into the reports is 
calculated to strengthen his hold upon peo- 
ple already inclined to have him for a leader. 
Added to great patience in bidding his time is 
a shrewdness bordering upon hypocrisy, which 
led an unwary following, step by step, to the 
place where they must accept the alternative 
of renouncing him entirely or giving him more 
authority, until he came to be strong enough 


Mr. Rolvix Harlan in his dissertation entitled John 
Alexander Dowie and the Christian Catholic Apostolic 
Church writes: 


to assume absolute authority, and then point 
back to the beginning of his movement and 
show that such had been the drift of events 


In his address of Jan. 22, 1896, he [Dr. Dowie] 
sets forth an organization of the church. 
1 Cor.12:28 reads: “And God hath set some in 
the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, 
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts 
of healing, helps, governments, diversities of 
tongues.” He says, “Now then, what is the way 
of perfect wisdom as to the order of the church? 
What is the first office God has established?” 
answer, “Apostles” “The second?” “Prophets.” 
“The third?” “Teachers.” “Now then, did God 
forma church with these offices?” “He did.” “Is 
that the order of the Church of God?” “It is.” 
“Does the Church of God ever alter?” “No.” 
“Can the Church of God be acceptable to 


from the first.” (p. 47-50) 


March 5, 1899: 
Claims to be the Messenger of the Covenant 


In the wake of his tremendous success at the 
World’s Fair, during which time his church grew 
rapidly, Dowie undertookasecret plan to found 
a theocratic city, which he already referred to 
by the Biblical appellation of “Zion.” This holy 
city would pave the way for the Second Advent 
of Jesus Christ. Accordingly, in March of 1899, 
Dowie announced that he had been appointed 
the Messenger of God’s Covenant according to 
the Book of Malachi, which reads: “Behold, I 
will send My Messenger, and He shall prepare 
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the way before Me: and the Lord, whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly come to His Temple; 
even the Messenger of the Covenant, whom 
ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the 
Lord of Hosts” (Malachi 3:1-6). Dowie reit- 
erated this claim in January of 1900, and his 
followers readily accepted his divine authority. 
Dowie announced: 


The time has come for a great onward step in 
Zion, for which God has gradually prepared 
us. It has been my privilege to be simply in 
all this matter His Messenger. Whether you 
use the definite or indefinite article will not 
offend me. You may call me a Messenger or the 
Messenger; but you cannot make me either the 
one or the other. No man can make or unmake 
a Divine Messenger. He is God’s making, as 
well as God’s sending. (Leaves of Healing, Jan. 
13, 1900, p. 361) 


June 2, 1901: 
Claims to be Elijah 


“As the teacher of the Christian Catholic 
Church in Zion ... I continued to develop 
practically these principles in my ministry, and 
God used me to prepare the church for the 
declaration of June 2, 1901. I there stood forth 
before an immense audience in the Chicago 
Auditorium and declared that God had sent 
me as John the Baptist had been sent, in the 
Spirit and Power of Elijah.” 


He further said: 


“The name is not a title, it is a reality. I firmly 
believe in common with tens of thousands of 
my followers that I have been sent by God in 
the ‘Spirit and Power of Elijah’ as the third 
and last manifestation of that prophet. “The 


first manifestation was in Elijah (which means 
Jehovah is my God) 28 centuries ago, when the 
worship of Baal was triumphant in Israel. This 
was Elijah the Destroyer’ “The second manifes- 
tation was in the person of John the Baptist. 
Mathew 13:14. He was Elijah the Preparer. The 
third manifestation of Elijah is in my person, 
of whom Christ spoke, after John the Baptist’s 
death, when he admitted the correctness of 
rabbinical contention, ‘Elijah must first come; 
saying ‘Elijah indeed cometh and shall restore 
all things’? I am Elijah, the Restorer’ “ (p. 


53-57) 


September 18, 1904: 
Claims to be the First Apostle 


“I stand hereby today as the High Priest on 
earth and the First Apostle of the Christian 
Catholic and Apostolic Church in Zion of that 
High Priest in Heaven.” 


Dowie’s Attitude towards 
other Christian Denominations 


John Alexander Dowie stated: 


Let me put it simply and plainly. The purpose 
of the Christian Catholic Church in Zion is to 
smash every other church in existence. 


The Methodist Churches 


“The Methodist Church, which was the great- 
est and most spiritual Church in America at 
one time, is today almost wholly controlled by 
the Freemasons. Nine-tenths of the bishops, 
and nearly all the ministers are Freemasons. 
Freemasonry is heathenism; because they 


cannot get away from the statement that they 
do not believe in Jesus, the Christ, and dare not 


mention His name. 


Mormon Church 


“Zion has no affinity with the false Zion that 
has sent forth a false Gospel, false prophets and 
a false religion under the guise of truth to curse 
the world.” 

“I never had any understanding with the 
Mormon authorities at any time, and I think 
that it is a base insult; because all of good that 
Joseph Smith or Brigham Young ever knew, 
I knew apart from them or any of their fol- 
lowers. I will not be likened unto them for a 
moment! I am their superior mentally, morally, 
spiritually intellectually, and every other way, 
and I will not be likened to these wicked men.” 
(Leaves of Healing, vol. x11, p. 662) 


Dowie’s Hatred for the Holy Founder of Islam 


John Alexander Dowie was amongst the fore- 
most enemies of Islam, its Founder and its 
adherents. His vituperations were explicitly 
expressed both in his oration and his publica- 
tions. The following are examples of headlines 


published in his Leaves of Healing: 


“Zion will have to destroy Mohammedanism” 


One of the greatest systems in the Orient 
is Mohammedanism ... the Mohammedan 
is taught to look forward to heaven as one 


vast brothel and harem, where he can find 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 


satisfaction in women that are prepared for 
him as the creatures of lust. Zion will have to 
wipe out that shocking blot upon humanity. 
That accursed flag will have to come down 
from the high towers of Jerusalem. May God 
help me to knock at the gate of the Moslem 
before long! The Moslem will fight. There 
are hundreds of millions of them. One of the 
great wars imminent is that between the Cross 
and the Crescent. But, beloved, there is some- 
thing stronger than steel. It is the Sword of the 
Spirit. There is something greater than anger, 
it is Love. Love subdues the man; it subdues 
the nation, and will reach the heart...(vol. x11, 


Pp. 474) 


“The Unspeakable Turk” 


“How can anyone who knows exactly what 
Mohammedanism is, for one single moment 
imagine that God or man can forever stand 
that abomination? “Where the Moslem hoof 
comes no grass grows’ is the Eastern proverb. 
Wherever the accursed teaching of Mahomet 
has come there has been an end of all real pro- 
gress ... | pray for the day to come when the 
Crescent shall disappear, and when the flags - I 
would like to see them united there and every- 
where of Great Britain and America shall float 
over Zion at Jerusalem, as they often do at the 
city of Zion near Chicago. May God Grant it! 
It is the time that the Moslem abomination was 
gone, bag and baggage as Mr. Gladstone used 
to say. Let it slink away back into the deserts of 
Arabia whence the filthy thing emerged ... May 
God destroy it.” (vol. x11, p. 526) 
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“Indulgence in Damning Lust 
the Prize Offered in 
Mohammedanism and Mormonism” 


“But with it all came the damning lust; that 
which enticed, under Mohammed, the tribes 
of Koresh to forsake their God and enlist 
under his banner, namely, that they would 
have women galore while they lived, and that 
when they died there would be a host of hou- 
ris with whom they should dwell in a paradise 
of damning lust, eating and drinking, and be 
forever happy, with the happiness of a filthy 
brute whose highest aspirations never rise 
higher than its belly. This was the prize that 
Mohammed offered, and this is the prize that 
Mohammedanism still offers ... This is the 
prize, despite all they say, that still underlies 


Mohammedanism and Mormonism, and 
which by the grace of God, we hope to do 
something in smashing.” (vol. xIII, p. 662) 


“The Terrible Danger to Christianity 
from Mohammedanism” 


“I warn the Christian nations of America 
and Europe. Islam is not dead. Islam is full 
of power. Although Islam must go, although 
Mohammedanism must be destroyed, remem- 
ber it will not be wiped out by the effete Latin 
Christianity; the powerless Greek Christianity; 
the worn-out Christianity of those who nom- 
inally acknowledge Christ and live as gluttons 
and drunkards and harlots and whoremongers 


and oppressors.” (vol. v1, August 25, 1900) 


Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian 
The Promised Messiah e> Mahdi* 


ABOUT THE PROMISED MESSIAH ** 


A Brief Introduction 


Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad* was born on 
February 13, 1835, in a small village of India known as 
Qadian. He belonged to a noble family of Mughals 
who were the rulers of India for several generations. 
From his very childhood, he indulged in meditation, 
worship and the remembrance of God. 

He acquired his basic education with three noble 
teachers who taught him various disciplines of lan- 
guage, philosophy and other academic pursuits. His 
father, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Murtaza, taught him 
the art of natural medicine. Being so immersed in 
worship and meditations, he began to receive true 
visions and Divine revelations. 

In 1882, he claimed to be the Reformer of the 
Age appointed by God. Later, Ahmad* claimed to be 
the metaphorical second coming of Jesus Christ and 
the Imam Mahdi (Guided Leader), whose advent 
was foretold by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may 
the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. In his 
capacity as the Promised Messiah, Ahmad*® put an 
end to religious wars, condemned bloodshed, and 
reiterated morality, justice and peace. He had forbid- 
den Muslims from preaching and practicing fanatical 


beliefs by vigorously championing Islam’s true teach- 
ings. He also recognized the noble teachings of 
the great religious founders and saints, including 
Zoroaster, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Krishna, Buddha, 
Confucius, Lao Tzu, and Guru Nanak, and explained 
how their original teachings were founded upon 
Tauhid (Oneness of God). 


He declared his mission in the following words: 


“T am the light of this Dark Age; he who 
follows me will be saved from falling into 
the pit prepared by Satan for those who 
walk in the dark. I have been sent by God 
to lead mankind to Him through gentle- 
ness and humility, and to reestablish the 
reign of morals in Islam. God has pro- 
vided me with heavenly signs for the sat- 
isfaction of seekers after truth. He has dis- 
closed to me the secrets of the unseen and 
of the future, which according to the Holy 
Scriptures, is a sign for a true claimant of 
divine revelation, and He has vouchsafed 
to me Holy and pure knowledge.” 


1889 MOVEMENT FORMED 


He established the Ahmadiyya Movement in 
Islam and set forth 10 conditions required to 
join the organization. 


1890 JESUS IS DEAD 


He received the startling revelation from God 
that Jesus, the son of Mary, died a natural death 
and is not alive in Heaven as is commonly 
believed by Muslims and Christians alike. 


1891 ANNUAL CONVENTIONS 


He invited all the elite Muslim scholars to 
discuss his claims and hold debates. He also 
initiated the institution of Annual Conventions 
this year, and these gatherings are now held in 
more than 75 countries around the world. 


1892 PREACHING THE TRUTH 


He traveled extensively in many cities to preach 
the true message of Islam. He published many 
books this year to invite people to explore the 
profound depth and beauty of Islam. 


1893 THE GREAT DEBATE 


He was miraculously taught 40,000 roots of the 
Arabic language through Divine revelation 
during the course of one night. He penned 
Arabic masterpieces and challenged all his 
opponents to produce books of comparable 
eloquence and excellence. 

The Muslims of Jandiala, India, requested 
Ahmad* to represent Islam when they were 
challenged to a debate by a prominent Christian 
missionary, Dr. Henry Martyn Clark. Ahmad* 
accepted the challenge and engaged Deputy 
Abdullah Atham in thirteen-day debate. The 
event was given the name Jang-e-Muqaddas [the 
Holy War] by Dr. Clark, its organizer. 


1894 


1895 


1896 


1897 


1898 


1899 


TWIN ECLIPSES 


The grand prophecy of the solar and lunar 
eclipses took place during the month of fasting 
on the precise dates foretold by the Holy 
Prophet** 1400 years earlier. 


MOTHER OF ALL TONGUES 


Based on the Quran, he penned a thesis that 
Arabic is the mother of all languages. 

He also published crushing replies to the filthy 
slanders hurled upon the Holy Prophet‘ by the 
Arya Samaj and the Christian missionaries. 


CONFERENCE OF GREAT 
RELIGIONS 


His essay The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam 
was read out before thousands at the 
Conference of Great Religions in Lahore. It was 
unanimously hailed as the best paper, as was 
prophesied by Hazrat Ahmad* beforehand. 


LEKH RAM'S DEATH 


On March 6, 1897, a Hindu leader, Pandit Lekh 
Ram, died exactly as foretold by Hazrat 
Ahmad*. Years earlier, Lekh Ram published a 
false prophecy that Ahmad* would die in a 
period of time that had expired. 


TOMB OF JESUS 


In his book Raz-e-Haqigat (“A Hidden Truth”), 
Hazrat Ahmad* identified the grave site of 
Hazrat Isa** (Jesus) to be located in Khanyar 
District, Srinagar, Kashmir, India. 


JESUS IN INDIA 


He wrote his novel treatise Jesus in India. In this 
book, he articulated the arguments supporting 
Jesus’s survival from the cross and his travels 
eastward to Kashmir in search of the lost tribes 
of Israel, charting out his probable route from 
Jerusalem post-crucifixion. 
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1900 


1901 


1902 


1903 


REVEALED SERMON 


The Revealed Sermon manifested as the Divine 
sign of Hazrat Ahmad’s truth before hundreds 
of eyewitnesses. 


REVIEW OF RELIGIONS 


Hazrat Ahmad* initiated the literary magazine, 
Review of Religions. 


PRAYER DUEL CHALLENGES 


Hazrat Ahmad* challenged Dr. Alexander 
Dowie of the United States and Mr. Piggot of 
England to a mubahalah. He also prophesied 
about the death of both within his lifetime, 
contingent upon their failure to repent. 


MINARETUL MASIH 


The White Minaret was founded this year by 
Hazrat Ahmad. This came to symbolize the 
essence of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. 


1904 KRISHNA A PROPHET 


Hazrat Ahmad* disclosed that His Holiness 
Krishna*, who was deified by Hindus, was, in 
reality, a true prophet of God. Krishna* was de- 
ified in the same way that Jesus*, Buddha* and 
others were. 

Mr. Piggot withdrew his claims this year. 


1905 SEVERE EARTHQUAKES 


Earthquakes shocked the world in Kangra, 
India, as was foretold by Hazrat Ahmad*. This 
year, in his book The Will, he gave the glad 
tiding of the Second Manifestation of Divine 
Power after his demise in the form of Khilafat 
(Successorship). 


1906 DIVINE SIGNS 


He worked on composing his book, Hageeqatul 
Wahi [“The Philosophy of Divine Revelation” ], 
which he would publish in the coming year. It 
documents over 200 Divine signs fulfilled in his 
favor, all of which were beyond his control and 
publicly announced beforehand. 


1907 DEATH OF DOWIE 


He presided over his last Annual Convention of 
the Community. He vouchsafed another 
revelation on February 25, 1907, about the 
pathetic end of Dowie to take place shortly 
afterward. Dowie died 14 days after this 
declaration of Divine revelation. 


1908 LAST DAYS 


He took his last journey from Qadian to Lahore 
and held many lectures, sermons, and 
interviews. He wrote his last book, 
Paigham-e-Sulh (The Message of Peace), in one 
and half days, just before he passed away. On 
May 26, 1908, he breathed his last in his 74th 
year of life. Verily, to Allah we belong and verily, 
to Him do we return. 


The Challenge: Review of Religions 


September 1902 


The Promised Messiah* articulated his challenge 
to Dowie’s outlandish statements in the September 
1902 issue of the Review of Religions. 
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piel) poms) ) AW Yeon 
AN ANSWER 


TO 


Dr. DOWIE’S PREDICTION 


OF 


A GENERAL DESTRUCTION OF ALL MUHAMMADANS. 


Every seeker after truth must bear in mind that when false 
doctrines prevail upon earth and there is a general departure from 
the ways of righteousness, when people forsake the true ané living 
God who revealed Himself to Adam, Seth, Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Jesus, and last of all to the greatest 
and noblest of the prophets, Muhammad Mustafa, on whom be 


peace and the blessings ef God, in short when the earth is defiled. 


with shirk (the joining of gods with God), impiety, wickedness, 
worldliness and carelessness, Almighty God commissions one of His 
servants to reform and regenerate the world, breathes into him a 
soul from Himself, bestows upon him wisdom of His own wisdom, 
gives him power of His own power, and grants him knowledge of his 
own knowledge. It is a criterion of his being from God that the world 
cannot withstand him. If an adversary chooses to vie with him in 
religious truths and knowledge, the messenger of God comes off 
victorious; if the competition is as to the supernatural signs, his 
adversary is a certain failure; and if anyone tries conclusions with 
him in Mubahila and prays to God, alone or in opposition to him, that 
the liar should perish before the other, the enemy of God’s messen- 
ger must perish in his lifetime. 


According to this. time-honored Divine law, when Almighty 
God saw that the earth had become corrupt, that millions of men 
had set up gods with God—more than four hundred millions having 
deified a weak man, the son of Mary, and along with it plunged into 
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drunkenness, licentiousness, worldly-mindedness and spiritual apathy, 
He raised mo in order to reform these evils. About a hundred 
thousand persons have already been converted by me from the ways 
of evil, and these have sworn repentance on my hands. The grace 
of God has been my constant companion, and He has shown more 
than 150 heavenly signs at my hands to which publication was 
given before their occurrence and consequently millions of the 
people of this land bear witness to them. I have been sent to 
re-establish the Unity of God upon earth, to deliver people from 
the snares of idol-worship and human-worship, to turn them to the 
worship of the One and Invisible God who has no partner, and to 
bring them back to true purity and righteousness. I see that a 
movement has already begun in the world and thousands of the people 
are repenting at my hands, The winds that are blowing from heayen 
are bringing men nearer to the recognition of the great truth of 
Unity and producing a general tendency towards its acceptance, 
and thus heaven itself is assisting my cause. There are certain 
signs and sure indications in earth as well as in heaven that 
Almighty God has determined to extirpate the abomination of 
human-worship from earth. For the attainment of thia great end, 
He has brought into existence the various necessary means. The 
worshippers of a woak human being—I mean the Christians who with 
persistent blindness look upon the son of Mary as God,—are not 
satisfied with the progress which that pernicious doctrine has 
already made and long to see the day when the whole world should 
give up the true God for the supposed divinity of a weak and help- 
less man who was crucified by a few nameless Jows. Such are the 
evil consequences of the despicable practice of bowing down in 
worship to a fellow-creature that those who are involved in it, seeing 
do not see and hearing do not hear and having hearts do not under- 
stand. But the audacity of the evangelists of this religion is 
astonishing, for they do not like to see a single person who should 
worship the true God who existed before Mary or her son ever cama 
into existence. It is the height of their ambition that the whole 
buman race should worship the son of Mary as God, Creator, Lord 
and Savior of the world. But I see that the God of glory has with 
patience allowed this cancer to grow on the Divine religion. His 
honor and glory were given over to a weak human being but still 
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He smote not the uttorers of this blasphemy, for the Lord is ayavers 
as He is jealous. 


The blind human-worshippers have divested the Almighty Being 
of all His glorious attributes and invested the son of Mary with 
them, so that Jesus alone is now their Lord in earth and in heavens, 
The true God is like the rich man who for the sake of his dear rela- 
tives built a magnificent and spacious house with an orchard in the 
yard yielding fruits and flowers and giving shade. When the house 
was built, he gave one portion of the house to his relatives, locked 
up his property and valuables in another portion and set apart the 
rest as an inn for the travellers to take rest in. When the owner of 
the house was away on a trip, an impudent stranger who came 
and lived in the inn, took possession of the whole of the house set 
apart for public use, and with the exception of the compartments 
which contained the owner’s property and relatives, turned the rest 
to his own individual use. Not content with this, the usurper turned 
out the relatives and broke open the rooms containing the valuables, 
taking wrongful possession of all the owner’s property. When, 
therefore, the owner of the house who is also the king of the country 
shall come back, what shall he do and how shall he deal with the 
rude tyrant? Hoe shalldoto him as his monarchy, jealousy and 
power require. He shall turn him out of the house, restore it to his 
relatives, give them back the property of which they had been 
wrongfully deprived and give to them also the possession of the inn, 
so that none might tarry there again against their will. 


In like manner the time has come when God shall settle all 
religious disputes. The pike and the sword have had their day but 
Jehad and crusades were equally unable to settle the question. Many 
encounters have taken place and Jances have been broken, with the 
only lesson that sword cannot be the arbiter in religious struggles. 
But the days of heavenly judgment have drawn near, for the name 
of the Jealous God is held in great contempt upon earth. Every 
Christian Missionary has it in the heart of hearts that the true God 
preached by Moses and the prophets should be stripped of His glory 
and the throne of His majesty given to a frail mortal, Jesus the son 
of Mary. They do not wish that a single worshipper of the true God 
should breathe upon earth, and heartily desire that all nations should 
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join in the monstrous cry, until the corners of the earth echo and 
re-echo with the acclamation, that Jesus Christ is Almighty God, 
the Creator of worlds and the Lord of lords. The huge sums of 
money that are spent, the bulky volumes and the numberless leaflets 
that are written, the restless activity of the Christian Evangelistic 
Societies, and the plenty of resources they have in hand, are quite 
unknown in the history of any other movement. 


Instead of resisting these forces of evil in a reasonable manner, 
the Muhammadans either sit silent or look to Jehad as the only 
means of advancement. They are looking forward with eagerness. 
and anxiety to the time when their expected Mahdi and Messiah 
shall put an end to all infidel nations, and thus reply with the sword. 
the objection of the ignorant critics against the Holy Prophet's 
taking up the sword. I think the chief reason of the decline of 
Muhammadans is that the feelings of love and sympathy are on the. 
wane in their hearts. I do not judge all Muhammadans to be guilty 
of this hard-heartedness but it cannot be denied that there are: 
millions among them who are thirsty of the blood of their own kind. 
Would a bloody-minded person like that some one should put an 
end to his life by a sudden stroke and leave his widow and orphans. 
helpless and unfriended? Why does he do to others then what he. 
does not like that others should do to him? The Muhammadans 
would certainly have conquered the hearts of Christian Europe, had 
it not been for the curse of trusting to the sword for the propagation 
of religious truths. 


The Christian religion is one that cannot make its stand for 
a moment against the strong current of reason. The theory that 
one who was born of a woman was God, is the greatest insult to 
human intelligence. The son of Mary has not the slightest superi- 
ority over other men ; nay, we can point to men who have been far 
superior to him. And in this age, the writer of these pages has been 
sent to convince people that he enjoys a greater grace and favor 
in the sight of God than Jesus. Christ. That Jesus Christ is still 
living, that he sits on the heavens, that he actually quickened the 
dead, and that on his death the graves were opened and the dead 
arose and went into the city, are all legends as fabulous as those 
found in the Puranas of the Hindoos. The only truth about all 
these extravagances of the wonders wrought by Jesus, is that he 
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‘wrought certain miracles like all other prophets of God and as sre 
even now being wrought by Almighty God at the hands of His 
Promised Messiah. But in the case of Jesus a grain of fact has 
been mixed with a mountain of fiction. What a disgraceful lie is 
it for instance that he ascended to heaven? ‘The fact is only that 
he did not die upon the cross. This he had himself foretold in the 
words that “There shall no sign be given to it but the sign 
of Jonas the prophet.”” (Matt. 12: 39). In these words he plainly 
indicated that as Jonas remained alive “in the whale’s belly,” so 
shall he remain alive “in the heart of the earth.” If he did not 
enter alive into the grave, his prophecy was a sad failure, for the 
only vital point of resemblance is thus brought to nothing. But 
' the truth is as is strongly corroborated by all the other circum- 
stances attending his crucifixion that he was alive when taken down 
from the cross. Jesus remained fastened to the cross only for 
three hours, an interval of time by no means sufficiently long to 
produce death on the cross. The painful impaling, however, sus- 
pended sensibility for a while and produced a loss of consciousness. 
Thus there was an apparent state of death and consequently he was 
spared the breaking of bones, a necessary step to ensure the death 
of those who were nailed to the cross. The darkness caused by an 
eclipse of the sun and and a violent burst of the storm accompanied 
with an earthquake, affrighted the Jews who immediately departed 
and left Jesus to be taken care of by a rich man, a secret disciple, 
Joseph of Arimathea, who lavished care upon the master. Two or 
three days’ rest in the sepulchre which was in reality a room hewn 
inte a rock, with the anxious care which Joseph bestowed upon his 
master, resuscitated Jesus, who after this event thought it advisable 
to bid adieu to his native land and travelled eastward. It has now 


been proved on the strength of arguments of unquestionable vali- 


dity that he peacefully passed the rest of his days in the valley of 
Cashmere, and his tomb in the Khan Yar street at Srinagar, falsi- 
fies the legend of his asceni to heaven. Thonsands of persons bear 
witness that the prophet Jesus lies asleep in the sacred -dust of 
Cashmere, and before the light of this fact, the fiction of his ascent 
to heaven vanishes away as every fabrication must. 

‘The result of a carefal investigation with regard to this tomb 
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‘has ‘been embodied in « book which shall be published shortly 
Articles on this subject will occasionally appear also ‘in this Maga- 
vine. I wonder at the crass ignorance of the Missionaries of 
€hristianity who with a dullness which is the common lot of all 
superstitious people declare Jesus to be God on flimsy. argumente. 
Their deification of a weak man with no proof in their hande, is 
a disgrace to their boasted philosophy and science. 


I have lately been hearing of a messenger of Jesus Christ borg 
m America. John Alexander Dowie, for such is his name, claims 
to have been sent by the son of Mary in his capacity of Godhead 
that as his apostle he may draw the whole world to a belief in the 
despicable dogma of his Divinity. A powerful God, indeed | who 
could not save himself from a handfull of Jews. A treacherous 
disciple betrayed him into the hands of the authorities and he was 
unable to prevent che betrayal or hold back the betrayer. Pinched 
with hunger, he ran to a fig tree and (bless his omniscience !) he did 
not know that the tree was barren. When he was asked of the day 
of judgment when it shall come, he confessed his ignorance, and the 
most shocking of all, it is alleged, that he became subject to la’naé 
(i.e, was accursed) which means that his heart became impure, 
turned away from God and was removed further off from Him and 
His mercy. But the marvels displayed by this God, do not end 
with the curse. He had to traverse countless millions of miles in 
space to reach his father, and the distance could not be removed 
but by his bodily ascent. It was the fate of the Christian Deity 
to remain involved in contradictions. The son and the father were 
“one,” and yet the son had to travel millions of miles to go to 
the father. He there sits on the right hand of his father, yet how - 
this could take place, both being one, must be left to be solved by. 
Christian ingeniousness. 


But notwithstanding all this Dr. Dowie looks npon the man 
Jesus as his God, and looks upon himself as his messenger. He 
further asserts that he fulfils the prophecy of Dent. 18: 15 in which 
Moses promised a prophet like to himself, and also claims to be Elias 
and the messenger of covenant. But he must be aware that his 
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wham doity was never dreamt of by Moses. His repeated injanes 

tions to the Israelites were against the making “of any likeness 

‘ef any thing that isin heaven above, or that is in the earth be- 

‘neath ” or the “similitude of any figure,” for, as he said: “ The 
Lord spoke unto you out of the midst of fire. Ye heard the voice, 
of the words, but saw no similitude, only ye heard a voice. Take 
Je, therefore, good heed to yourselves, for ye saw no manner of 
timilitude on the day the Lord spoke unto you in Horeb.” But 
‘Dr. Dowie wants to take advantage of the prophecy of Moses while 
rejecting the one and invisible God who inspired the great Law- 
giver and taking for his God one, who had a mother and four 
brothers, and sisters to boot. This messenger of Jesus, informed 
by his mock Deity, awaits a destruction of all Muhammadans and 
publishes his predictions that all those who do not recognise 
the son of Mary as their God, and Dowie himself as the messenger 
of that self-made Deity, shall perish. Here are some of his ejacu- 
lations: “ Except they repent they shall all perish. They shall all 
perish Jew and Gentile alike.” And again: “That nation, that 
people, that kingdom that will not recognise Christ as the king, 
and will not recognise the Christian Catholic Church in Zion as the 
forerunner, and the front of the Army of the Church of the Living 
God, that nation or that kingdom will perish, because God hag 
said it.” 


Since Dr. Dowie is the messenger of the powerful Deity who 


was crucified by the Jews, 1 would entreat him to refrain from 
destroying the whole body of Muhammadans living upon the face of 
the earth. If they do not take the son of Mary for their God, the 
fault is not theirs. Where is the requisite proof, and how can they 


be convinced of the Divinity of one whose very tomb has been 


discovered in this country. Nay more, they have in their midst 
the Promised Messiah who has made his appearance, in accordance 
with the prophetic promises, at the close of the sixth and the com- 
mencement of the seventh theusand, with a host of heavenly. signs. 
Moreover, it isnot the Muhammadans alone who must perish accord- 
ing to Dr. Dowie’s. assertion, The Christians themselves are 
not out of danger. All must perish who though accepting the 
Divinity of Jesus, do not recognise his messenger in Dowie. “Lon. 
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don with all its millions, could be destroyed in the same way ang 
time as St. Pierre.” “ Everything has to come into the Christian 
Catholic Church in Zion. If you do not come in, you will perish. 
» + + « » Your organizations will perish.” To be saved, there- 
fore, all the Christian Churches whom Dowie calls “ Apostates” 
must follow Dr. Dowie, the blood of Jesus alone being insufficient 
togave them. They must admit that as Jesus is God, so is Dowie 
Elias and the messenger of covenant aud the like of Moses promised 
‘in Dent. 18:15. If they do this, they shall be saved ; if not, ‘they 
‘nust perish like the Muhammadans. - 


In short, Dr. Dowie emphatically asserts and repeats his asser- 
tion over and over again, that all must perish who do not admit 
his authority along with the Divinity of the son of Mary, and the 
Christians of Europe and America will-do well to accept his mess- 
age. They have no difficulty, for when they accept one groundless. 
assertion regarding the Divinity of Jesus, they may also accept 
a second one equally, if not more, groundless, and add to the rotten 
chain of the dogma of Jesus’ Divinity, another rotten link of the 
Elijahship of Dowie. The Christians may thus escape the threa- 
tened destruction. As regards the Muhammadans, we hope Dr, 
Dowie will renounce his claim upon all if the decision can be come 
to by an easier method. Whether the God of Muhammadans or 
the God of Dowie is the true God may be settled without the loss 
of millions of lives which Dr. Dowie’s prediction would involve. 
That method is that without threatening the Muhammadan 
public in general with destruction, he should choose me as his 
opponent and pray to God that of us two whoever ie the iar may 
perish first. I look upon the son of Mary as a weak human being 
although I recognise him as a prophet of God, while Dr. Dowie 
takes him for the Lord of Universe. Which of us is right, is the real 
point at issue. If Dr. Dowie is certain of the Divinity of the son 
of Mary, he should publish the proposed prayer with the signatures 
of at least one thousand men affixed to it. Upon receiving it, I 
shall address the same prayer to Almighty God and publish it with 
the signatures of the same number of witnesses. If Dr. Dowie hae 
the courage to accept this challenge, he will thereby open a way for 
all other Christians to the acceptance of truth. In making this 
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proposal, I have not taken the initiative, but the jealous God has 
inspired me upon Dr. Dowie’s presumptuous prediction that all 
Muhammadans shall perish. 


Dr. Dowie should farther bear in mind that this challenge does 
not proceed from an ordinary Muhammadan. I am the very 
Messiah, the promised one, for whom he is 80 anxiously waiting. 
Between Dr. Dowie’s position and mine the difference is this that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah within the next twenty- 
five years, while I give him the glad tidings that the Messiah has 
already: appeared. I am that Messiah, and Almighty God has 
shown numerous signs from earth as well as from heaven in my 
support: My following which already claims a hundred thousand 
souls is making a rapid progress. The proof that Dr. Dowie 
furnishes in support of his extravagant claims is the very height of 
absurdity. He claims to have healed hundreds of sick men. But 
why did his healing-power fail in the case of his own beloved 
daughter where it should have been exercised in the highest degree? 
Why was he unable to restore her to health whose death has been 
the most violent shock to him, for which he has not ceased to 
lament since. In the same way there are many other instances of 
the cases ‘of his disciples ia which he was called in time but failed 
to afford any relief with the result that his victims perished. It 
should also be borne in mind that the art of healing is one which is 
practised abundantly even in this country without any sanctity 
being attached to the character of those who are skilled in it. I 
wonder at the simple-mindedness of the Americans who attach 
any value to this absurdity. Was not the burden of deifying 
a man sufficient for them that they have added to it another 
equally heavy burden ? 


It is important to note that the art of healing diseases from its 
very nature and its prevalence among different people apart from 
divine inspiration and irrespective of religious sanctity, cannot 
serve asa criterion of truth. A sort of therapeutics which may 
appear supernatural to superficial observers, has been practised 
among various nations from time immemorial. It is practised by 
the Hindus. Among the Jews it was a common thing to effect the 
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cure of certain diseases by means apparently inexplicable. Ever 
now there are men among the Muhammadans who lay claim to the 
healing of diseases exactly in the manner in which Dr. Dowie does 
it. The truth is that the healing of diseases is not a proper criterion 
for judging the fatseheed of religious principles, for adherents of any 
system may be able to practise it. The Gospels themselves relate 
incidents showing that there were contemporaries of Jesus who were 
reputed for curing the sick in the same manner as Jesus did, and 
yet these thaumatargists were not among his followers. ‘There 
was even a pool at the time a dip in which had the miraculous 
power of removing bodily infirmities. The mere capacity to heal 
certain diseases cannot, therefore, be a serve test for the truth of a 
religion. In one case only can it serve as @ criterion, viz., when 

two parties each claiming the truth for himself, divide by lot a . 
number of sick men between themselves. In such a case, the party 
who is able to heal the greater number in comparison with his 
antagonist, is entitled to claim it as a supernatural sign of the 
efficacy of prayer in his favor and hence as evidence of his truth. 
Sometime ago I invited my opponents to ascertain the truth or 
falsity of my claims by this test but no one accepted this challenge. 

Tam certain that if Dr. Dowie or any one of his co-religionists 
stands forth even now to meet me on this ground, my God ‘shall 
surely disgrace him, for he is a liar and his god is an embodiment 
of falsehood. But the remoteness that exists between us, does not 
allow of-such a contest. I may, however, take advantage of Dowie’s 
ewn assertion that the Muhammadans stick to falsehood and shall 
therefore perish. Dr, Dowie would not, I hope, resent the slight 
amendment that instead of making the whole body of Muhammad- 
ans as the aim of his prophetic denunciation, he ought to choose one 
opponent who may serve the same purpose. Would he hesitate to’ 
adopt a method by which he may save millions of lives without the 
Teast harm to his own cause? If he does, we must doubt his 
honesty, Dowie's assertion has moreever a@ subterfuge about it, 
for he has placed no limit upon the time within which the 
Muhammadans must perish. What if he himself dies before his 
predicted destruction ! Shall one go to his tomb then and blame 


his dead body for his daring falsehood ? Is it not a subtle shift to 


escape the blame of falsity so long as he lives? If Dr. Dowie is in 


THE CHALLENGE: REVIEW OF RELIGIONS 


( 847 =) 


eurneat and hid statements regarding the destruction of Muham- 
madans are bond Ade, and taught to him by the son of Mary, his 
alleged deity, there should be no equivocation in the method he 
adopts. It would be braver and mere honest on his part to choose 
& single great adversary instead of hiding himself behind a multi- 
tude whese destruction he may be pleased to postpone to any 


suitable mement. Let him like an honest gentleman obtain per 


mission from his Lord to accept the challenge and take his stand 
against me. J am an old man over sixty-six years of age and Dr. 
Dowie is mere than eleven years younger than myself and, therefore, 
on the ground of age, he need not have any apprehensions. More- 
ever, 1 am suffering from various diseases and my life does not 
depend upen my health but upon the the will of God. If the gelf- 
made Deity of Dr. Dowie has any power, he shall certainly allow. 
him to appear against me and spare him for many years after 
me. Dr. Dowie shall attain his object easily for instead of waiting 


for the destruction of all the Muhammadans, he shal] have only” 


#0 procure my destruction in his life-time, and then he will have in 
-his hands a manifest sign of his mission from Jesus. -Millions 
Shall then bow their heads in submission to the son of Mary and 
recognise Dewie as his messenger. 1 say it truly that if the hatred 
of all the Muhammadans of the world for the Christian Deity were 
placed in one scale of a balance, and the hatred which I alone 
entertain towards him, in the other, my hatred would far ou tweigh 
that of the whole Muhammadan world. 


Of all the birds I have an extreme liking for pigeon flesh, because 
‘it is the emblem of the Christian Deity. How Dr. Dowie likes it, 
it is difficult to say. He may for aught we knew do justice to it on 
account of its deliciousness or spare it on account of its Divine 


sanctity. From our experience of the Hindus of this country, we ~ 


should have expected the latter alternative, because since they have 
attached a sanctity te the cow, they do not use its flesh as aa 
article of diet. But the Christians seem te have awkwardly lagged 
‘behind their Hindu brethren in this respect. They have shown ne 
wespect to dove which is the semblance of their deity who called 
out toJesus from heaven: “Thou art my beloved son.” From 
this it would appear that the dove stood in paternal relationship 
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de Chtist who being himself God, the’ dove may be deseribed as 


the Father of God. Bat netwithstanding this extreme sazctity, 


the Christians oat its flesh unscrupulously and nover think of the 


" *veverence that is dae tw it. Thas they pitilessly mince its meat 


whereas they ought to have addressed it as “Lord.” God created 
man in His own image and therefore human flesh was forbidden 
to be eaten out of respect for the Divine image. How is it then 
that the dove which addressed Christ as a son is fondly eaten? 
The Christians not only eat it but praise ‘its flesh as -“ excellent 
for the table.” In the Encyclopedia Britannica it is stated: “ As 


_ Yegards flavour, however, those who have been so fortunate as to 
- eat them, declare that the Fruit—Pigeons of the genus Treron 


and its allies surpass all birds.” The Christians, therefore, prize 
it for its relish without paying any heed to its sacred character. 
According to:the Law of Moses, two pigeons or turtledoves were 
required as an offering when the woman who gave birth toa 
child was uot able to bring a lamb (Lev. 12:8). The mother of 
Jesus, not being in well-to-do circumstances, offered a pair of 
turtledoves (Luke 2: 24). Whata contradiction that on the one 


hand, the dove is made the semblance of God Himself and on the 


other the poor bird is not only used as a sacrificial victim but 
also slaughtered and eaten largely on account of the relish of 
its flesh. Jesus was crucified once and became thereby the 
Savior of the world, but the poor dove, notwithstanding that 
its meat is ever ground under the teeth, has not been granted 
any share in the salvation business. The statement in the 
Encyclopedia Britannica asto the number of its varieties must 
be corrected and to the 500 species mentioned there, another 
species must be added which may be called the Divine Dove. 
Without including it, the list is incomplete by one. 


In short I hold him in abomination who being born of a 
woman says that he is God, although I declare Jesus Christ to 


‘be free from the. charge that he ever claimed Divinity for himself. 


With me sucha claim is the most horrible sin and an arch-heresy, 
but I, atthe same time, know that Jesus was a good and a 
righteous servant of God who never presumed to assert Godhead. 
I have seen him many atime, but he has always expressed ‘his 


THE CHALLENGE: REVIEW OF RELIGIONS 


‘$49 j 


hoemblemess and - submissiveness. On one oveasion, he and! ate 
beef upon one table from one dish in ashf which ie really “a 
‘mtate of wakefulness. With expressions of humbleness and love, 
he told me that he-was “my brother, and I also felt that he was 
my brother. Since then I have looked upow him as my brother. 
E believe in what I saw and entertain the feeling of brotherhoott 
¢owdrds him. There is no doubt that’ Divine wisdom has 
entrusted a far greater and more important work to my charge’ 
and has given: me promises of a far greater kindness and grace, 
_ yet spiritually, Jesus and I are one in essence. It is for this: 
reason that my advent is his advent. He who denies me, 
denies Jesus also. He saw me and was:pleased, and therefore he 
‘who sees: nre-and is not pleased with me, is not of us, neither 
of me nor of Jesus.. Jesus is: from me and: I am from God; blessed 
is he who recognises me, and undone is: the person from whose eyes E 
am: hidden: 

Now if Dr. Dowie is certain that Jesus is the Lord of the 
wniverse, it is his duty that instead of threatening the whole 
Muhammadan world with destruction, he should adopt the fair 
method which-I have proposed: above, by which one-man?’s death 
in. the other’s life-time will decide the truth. or falsehood of. 
either view. If he is an honest believer in. Jesus? divinity,, 
he must defend it and stand by it to the death. But if Der: 
Dowie assumes silence and gives no response to- this offer, or if: 
having decided to: enter the lists he- prays in his: boastful 
manner and adopts the procedure herein recorded: and then dies: 
in my life-time; in either case it shall: bea sign to the whole of: 
’ America.. “Upon the manner in which death. should: take place,, 
it is necessary to impose the restriction that it should not occur 
through human hands, but it may be the result of. a disease}, 
@ stroke of lightning, snake-bite, &c.. The time-limit within: 
which Dowie is-at liberty to'rospond to-this call is fixed at threo: 
months from the date that the announcement is issued. And we! 
pray God. that He may be with the righteous: Amen. 


MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD, 


Chief of Qadian,. - 


* 
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PART II 


‘Press Coverage 


ld 


the Prayer Duel 


(in Chronological Order) 


Section 1—ARTICLES I — 127 
Documenting the Challenge & Immediate Events Thereafter 


Section 2— ARTICLES 128 — 156 
Documenting the Fall & Death of Dowie and the Victory of Ahmad 


EDITORS NOTE 


This part presents the extensive coverage of the 
Mubahalah challenge in the print media. As the 
reader explores these news articles, it is important 
to keep in mind their overall context, including the 
prejudices of their writers/editors and the general 
sensibilities of their readership during that time. 
Although we did not redact specific portions of these 
articles, we felt it imperative to correct some mistakes 
in them concerning the identity or claims of Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, written by those with perhaps an 
unfamiliarity with the religious landscape of the 
Indian subcontinent, or by those harboring a specific 
bias or prejudice. Here we aim to provide some con- 
text for the material by presenting a summary of the 
coverage and a review of any inaccurate statements 


within it. 
Summary of the Coverage 


The following is a summary of a few salient features 


of the nearly 160 clippings presented in this volume. 


e The September 1902 issue of the challenge by 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in The Review of Religions 
forms the source material addressed by all of the 
articles. 

e A great majority of the articles have presented the 
prayer duel in the actual words of Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad. 

e Many newspapers urged Dr. Dowie to accept the 
challenge to settle the matter. 

e Several articles were appreciative of the challenge 
and cited biblical references. 

e Some of the newspapers had multiple moments 


of coverage over the entire five years spanning 


the beginning of the challenge to the time of the 
prophecy’s fulfillment. 

e Extensive coverage of Ahmad’s teachings and his 
narrations about Christ’s gravesite in Kashmir 
was often included. 

e Some articles have been published by many news- 
papers in different parts of the country. 

e Anumber of articles made a note of the age differ- 
ences between the two claimants of Prophethood 
and specifically commented on the young age of 
Dr. Dowie. They also mentioned the weapon of 
combat to be prayers in the formal prayer duel. 

e Fourteen newspapers declared the victory of 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad after the death of Dr. 


Dowie. 
Inaccuracies 


A closer examination of about a dozen or so of the 
news articles reveals errors that warrant correction 
concerning Mirza Ghulam Ahmad’s religious afhil- 
iation. In the early 1900s, the Indian subcontinent 
was a land enriched by many religious traditions (as 
it is today). The majority belonged to the Hindu or 
Buddhist faiths, and it this fact that may have fueled 
the general perception that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
was a Hindu, Buddhist, or Christian. Strangely, one 
newspaper named him a Buddhist but also men- 
tioned his claim of being the "Mohammadan Messiah" 
within the same article. In fact, Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad was a Muslim (erroneously given the term 
"Mohammadan" or "Muhammaden" by some news- 
papers of the time) from Qadian, India (incorrectly 
spelled "Quodian" by one paper) who stated that 


he was commissioned by God to be a Messiah and 
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Mahdi for the world, as was predicted by the Founder Intermountain Catholic in its July 4, 1903 issue, 
of Islam, the Holy Prophet Mohammad™. 


The aforementioned errors now clarified, it is 


describes the prayer duel and then writes: 
worth quoting three news sources that provide a sur- This is very much to the point and is not a bit 
prisingly open (or at least willing) tone in consider- worse than the anathemas Dowie has been 
ing Ghulam Ahmad's challenge: 

The New York Times of March 29, 1903, describ- 


ing the Mubahalah challenge writes: 


launching at his opponents for some years. It 
looks as if the Mohammedan, who has come 
from out the dark, mysterious East to enlighten 
the poor benighted people of the West, is bet- 
A genuine Elijah would jump at such a pro- ter of the two. He is probably a fierce but hon- 
posal. When the chesty priests of Baal denied 


the prophetic supremacy of ELIJAH, he dared 


est fanatic while our own Dowie is an impostor 
pure and simple. 

the whole outfit (numbering 450 experienced 
professionals) to a prayer test. No handicap The Nom Nugget, in its August 1, 1903 issue pre- 
could dash him. But one against hundreds, sents the Mubahalah challenge in the words of 
he even deluged with water the woodpile he 
had pledged himself to burn. How he reviled 


the perspiring priests and spurred them on 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and then gives the following 
opinion: 


with insults is a matter of record. That is the 
kind of prophet ELIJAH was. This incident 


The commendable points of this method of 
determining the true religion will occur at 


is recalled because AHMED’s challenge is 
much like that of ELIJAH to the priests, and 


whether the founder of Zion (Illinois) is in 


error as to his own identity will be determined 
by his acceptance or rejection of this test. The 


Mohammedan is generous rather than fair. He 


waives the consideration that he is ten years 


the elder and he stipulates that death shall be 
by disease, lightning stroke, or snakebite. The 
normal death rate of Chicago is far below that 
of Quodian, and statistics show 673 deaths 
from snakebites in India last year and none in 
Cook County. Apart from the prayers the con- 
ditions favor Mr. DOWIE. 


once to every practical person. Instead of being 
obliged in the pursuit of truth to study the 
hundreds of jarring sects and creeds, people 
will be enabled by the process of elimination, 
outlined in the Indian Messiah’s challenge, to 
sit down quietly and give their faith to the reli- 
gion whose representative survives. The result 
will be definite and decisive and will make 
easy what is at present a very difficult matter 
to determine. Nor is the test without scriptural 
precedent, for it resembles the trial in which 
the priests of Baal engaged with the Prophet. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 


Section I— Articles 1 - 127 


Documenting the Challenge e> Immediate Events Thereafter 


I—THE ARIZONA REPUBLICAN 59 
December 26, 1899—Phoenix, Arizona, USA 


2—THE ARGONAUT 60 
December 1, 1902—San Francisco, California, USA 


3—CAMBRIDGE DAILY NEWS 63 
January 14, 1903—Cambridge, England, UK 


A— NEW-YORK TRIBUNE 64 
January 22, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


5—THE LEADER 66 
February 28, 1903—Melbourne, Australia 


6—THE SUNDAY JOURNAL 68 
March 1, 1903—Indianapolis, Indiana, USA 


7—THE LITERARY DIGEST 70 
March 21, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


8—THE NEW YORK TIMES 76 
March 29, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


9—THE MONROE JOURNAL 78 
March 30, 1903—Monroe, North Carolina, USA 


10— LEAD DAILY CALL 80 
May 16, 1903—Lead, South Dakota, USA 
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11—THE VICKSBURG HERALD 82 
June 16, 1903—Vicksburg, Mississippi, USA 

I12— ELMIRA GAZETTE 84 
June 19, 1903—Elmira, New York, USA 

13—THE LITERARY DIGEST 86 
June 21, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

14—ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE 89 
June 24, 1903—Alexandria, Virginia, USA 

15 HARRISBURG TELEGRAPH 90 
June 24, 1903—Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, USA 

16— MATTOON DAILY JOURNAL 92 
June 24, 1903—Mattoon, Illinois, USA 

17— MOLINE DAILY DISPATCH 94 
June 24, 1903 —Moline, Illinois, USA 

18— ROCK ISLAND ARGUS 98 
June 24, 1903—Rock Island, Illinois, USA 

19—THE GREENVILLE DAILY NEWS 100 
June 24, 1903—Greenville, South Carolina, USA 

20—THE POST EXPRESS 102 
June 24, 1903—Rochester, New York, USA 

21—THE WASHINGTON TIMES 104 
June 24, 1903—Washington D.C., USA 

22—WARSAW DAILY TIMES 106 
June 24, 1903—Warsaw, Indiana, USA 

23— BALTIMORE AMERICAN 108 


June 25, 1903—Baltimore, Maryland, USA 


LIST OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 


24— BOSTON DAILY ADVERTISER 
June 25, 1903—Boston, Massachusetts, USA 


110 


25—MORNING TRIBUNE 
June 25, 1903—Altoona, Pennsylvania, USA 


yi 


26—THE MANSFIELD NEWS 
June 25, 1903—Mansfield, Ohio, USA 


112 


27—PINE BLUFF DAILY GRAPHIC 
June 25, 1903—Pine Bluff, Arkansas, USA 


114 


28—DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE 
June 25, 1903—Rochester, New York, USA 


116 


29—THE PADUCAH SUN 
June 25, 1903—Paducah, Kentucky, USA 


118 


30—THE SCRANTON REPUBLICAN 
June 25, 1903—Scranton, Pennsylvania, USA 


120 


31—THE BELLEFONTAINE REPUBLICAN 
June 26, 1903—Bellefontaine, Ohio, USA 


122 


32 THE NEBRASKA STATE JOURNAL 
June 26, 1903—Lincoln, Nebraska, USA 


124 


33—_THE LEAVENWORTH TIMES 
June 27, 1903—Leavenworth, Kansas, USA 


126 


34— BURLINGTON DAILY FREE PRESS 
June 27,1903—Burlington, Vermont, USA 


128 


35 — FREIE PRESSE FUR TEXAS 
June 27, 1903—San Antonio, Texas, USA 


130 


36—THE PILOT 
June 27, 1903—Boston, Massachusetts, USA 


134 


45 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


46 


37—THE CALDWELL TRIBUNE 136 
June 27, 1903—Caldwell, Idaho, USA 

38—THE DESERET EVENING NEWS 138 
June 27, 1903—Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 

39 THE INDIANAPOLIS NEWS 140 
June 27, 1903—Indianapolis, Indiana, USA 

40—THE INTER OCEAN 142 
June 27, 1903—Chicago, Illinois, USA 

41—THE INTER OCEAN 144 
June 28, 1903—Chicago, Illinois, USA 

42—THE SUNDAY TIMES—UNION 148 
June 28, 1903—Jacksonville, Tennessee, USA 

43—WORCESTER SUNDAY SPY 149 
June 28, 1903—Worcester, Massachusetts, USA 

44—GREAT FALLS DAILY TRIBUNE 150 
June 29, 1903—Great Falls, Montana, USA 

45 SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 152 
June 29, 1903—Savannah, Georgia, USA 

46—EL PASO HERALD 154 
June 30, 1903—El Paso, Texas, USA 

47— HOPKINSVILLE KENTUCKIAN 155 
June 30, 1903—Hopkinsville, Kentucky, USA 

48—THE GREENSBORO PATRIOT 156 
July 1, 1903—Greensboro, North Carolina, USA 

49—THE MONTANA DAILY RECORD 158 


July 1, 1903—Helena, Montana, USA 


LIST OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 


50—THE MIRROR 
July 2, 1903—Stillwater, Minnesota, USA 


160 


5 1—COURIER DEMOCRAT 161 
July 02, 1903—Langdon, North Dakota, USA 

52— NORTHERN WISCONSIN ADVERTISER 162 
July 2, 1903—Wabeno, Wisconsin, USA 

53 ROSEBUD COUNTY NEWS 164 
July 2, 1903—Forsyth, Montana, USA 

54—THE HENDRICKS PIONEER 166 
July 2, 1903—Hendricks, Minnesota, USA 

55 THE LATTER DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR 167 
July 2, 1903—Liverpool, England, UK 

56—THE SALINA HERALD 168 
July 2, 1903—Salina, Kansas, USA 

57—THE SELDEN INDEPENDENT 169 
July 2, 1903—Selden, Kansas, USA 

58—THE PLYMOUTH TRIBUNE 170 
July 2, 1903—Plymouth, Indiana, USA 

59— EVENING SENTINEL 172 
July 3, 1903—Santa Cruz, California, USA 

60— NORFOLK TIMES-TRIBUNE 174 
July 3, 1903—Norfolk, Nebraska, USA 

61—THE DEERFIELD VALLEY TIMES 176 
July 3, 1903—Wilmington, Vermont, USA 

62— NORTH MONTANA REVIEW 178 


July 4, 1903—Glasgow, Montana, USA 
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63—THE BASIN PROGRESS 179 
July 4, 1903—Basin, Montana, USA 

64—THE INTERMOUNTAIN CATHOLIC 180 
July 04, 1903—Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 

65—THE OMAHA SUNDAY BEE 182 
July 5, 1903—Omaha, Nebraska, USA 

66—THE STANBERRY OWL 184 
July 7, 1903—Stanberry, Missouri, USA 

67— ELLSWORTH MESSENGER 186 
July 9, 1903—Ellsworth, Kansas, USA 

68—THE WEST VIRGINIA ARGUS 188 
July 9, 1903—Kingwood, West Virginia, USA 

69— JACKSON EVENING NEWS 190 
July 10, 1903—Jackson, Mississippi, USA 

70—THE TILLER AND TOILER 192 
July 10, 1903—Larned, Kansas, USA 

71—LAWRENCE DAILY JOURNAL 194 
July 11, 1903—Lawrence, Kansas, USA 

72—THE TOPEKA DAILY CAPITAL 196 
July 11, 1903—Topeka, Kansas, USA 

73—OAKLAND TRIBUNE 198 
July 14, 1903 —Oakland, California, USA 

74— DEVON AND EXETER DAILY GAZETTE 199 
July 15, 1903—Exeter, England, UK 

75 CHEROKEE HARMONIZER 200 


July 16, 1903—Centre, Alabama, USA 


LIST OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 


76—THE CITIZEN 202 
July 16, 1903—Berea, Kentucky, USA 

77—THE BILLINGS GAZETTE 204 
July 17, 1903—Billings, Montana, USA 

78—THE HUDSON INDEPENDENT 206 
July 17, 1903—Hudson, Ohio, USA 

79—THE SAINT PAUL GLOBE 208 
July 19, 1903—St. Paul, Minnesota, USA 

80—THE NOME NUGGET 214 
August 1, 1903—Nome, Alaska, USA 

81—THE GREENVILLE ADVOCATE 217 
August 5, 1903—Greenville, Alabama, USA 

82— DURANGO SEMI-WEEKLY HERALD 218 
August 06, 1903—Durango, Colorado, USA 

83—THE EVENING MAIL 220 
August 22, 1903—Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

84—THE HALIFAX HERALD 221 
August 25, 1903—Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

85 —-THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 222 
September 8, 1903—London, England, UK 

86—THE COLONIST 224 
September 24, 1903—Nelson, New Zealand 

87— FREE THOUGHT MAGAZINE 226 
October 1903—Chicago, Illinois, USA 

88—THE SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER 228 


October 4, 1903—San Francisco, California, USA 
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89—THE SPOKANE PRESS 232 
October 10, 1903—Spokane, Washington, USA 

90—THE NEW YORK TIMES 236 
October 17, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

91—THE NEW YORK TIMES 242 
October 18, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

92—THE NEW YORK TIMES 244 
October 19, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

93—THE NEW YORK TIMES 246 
October 20, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

94—THE NEW YORK TIMES 248 
October 21, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

95—THE NEW YORK TIMES 250 
October 22, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

96—THE NEW YORK TIMES 2§2 
October 24, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

97—THE NEW YORK TIMES 256 
October 25, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

98—THE COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER 258 
October 26, 1903—New York, New York, USA 

99—THE GLASGOW HERALD 262 
October 27, 1903—Glasgow, Scotland, UK 

100— SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 264 
November 03, 1903—Savannah, Georgia, USA 

IOI—THE ARGOS REFLECTOR 266 


November S, 1903—Argos, Indiana, USA 


LIST OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 


102—THE WATERLOO PRESS 
November §, 1903—Waterloo, Indiana, USA 


268 


103 EVENING HERALD 270 
November 7, 1903—Huntington, Indiana, USA 

104—THE DAILY MAIL 272 
November 9, 1903—Bedford, Indiana, USA 

10§5—THE DESERET EVENING 274 
News—November 9, 1903—Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 

106—THE TIMES 276 
November 9, 1903—London, England, UK 

107—THE MANCHESTER DEMOCRAT 280 
November 11, 1903—Manchester, Iowa, US 

108—CLEARWATER RECORD 282 
November 13, 1903—Clearwater, Nebraska, USA 

109—CORVALLIS GAZETTE 284 
November 13, 1903—Corvallis, Oregon, USA 

I110o—DAKOTA FARMERS LEADER 286 
November 13, 1903—Canton, South Dakota, USA 

I11—DELPHOS DAILY HERALD 288 
November 13, 1903—Delphos, Ohio, USA 

112—THE CEDAR FALLS GAZETTE 290 
November 13, 1903—Cedar Falls, Iowa, USA 

113—THE GENOA TIMES 292 
November 13, 1903—Genoa, Nebraska, USA 

114—WAUSAU PILOT 294 


November 17, 1903—Wausau, Wisconsin, USA 
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115 LINCOLN COUNTY LEADER 296 
December 11, 1903—Toledo, Oregon, USA 

116—TOLEDO BLADE 298 
December 17, 1903—Toledo, Ohio, USA 

117— FERNDALE ENTERPRISE 300 
December 22, 1903—Ferndale, California, USA 

118—THE BEACON JOURNAL 302 
June 24, 1903—Akron, Ohio, USA 

119—THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 304 
February 6, 1904—London, England, UK 

120—THE OLYMPIA STATE CAPITAL 306 
February 12, 1904—Olympia, Washington, USA 

121—THE MORNING NEWS 307 
March 3, 1904—Wilmington, Delaware, USA 

122—THE EVENING JOURNAL 308 
March 16, 1904—Adelaide, South Australia 

123—THE REGISTER 310 
March 17, 1904—Adelaide, South Australia 

124—THE MCCOOK TRIBUNE 312 
April 8, 1904—McCook, Nebraska, USA 

125—COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER 315 
April 20, 1904—Honolulu, Hawaii, USA 

126— BROWNSVILLE DAILY HERALD 316 
May 18, 1904—Brownsville, Texas, USA 

127—THE AGE 318 


November 18, 1904—Melbourne, Australia 


Section 2— Articles 128 — 156 


Documenting the Fall & Death of Dowie and 


LIST OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 


the Victory of Abmad 

128— MUNSEY S$ MAGAZINE 422 
June 1905—New York, New York, USA 

129— NEW-YORK TRIBUNE 324 
April 2, 1906—New York, New York, USA 

130—NEW-YORK TRIBUNE 326 
April 3, 1906—New York, New York, USA 

131 —NEW-YORK TRIBUNE 327 
April 5, 1906—New York, New York, USA 

132 THE LACLEDE BLADE 328 
April 28, 1906—Laclede, Missouri, USA 

133 PRINCETON TELEGRAPH 330 
March 20, 1907—Princeton, Missouri, USA 

134—THE NEW YORK TIMES 332 
March 10, 1907—New York, New York, USA 

135— LOS ANGELES HERALD 334 
March 10, 1907 —Los Angeles, California, USA 

136— NEW-YORK TRIBUNE 346 
March 10, 1907 —New York, New York, USA 

137—THE CIVIL & MILITARY GAZETTE 347 
March 12, 1907—Lahore, British India (Pakistan) 

138—EVERY WHERE 348 


March 1907—Brooklyn, New York, USA 
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139—ALEXANDRA AND YEA STANDARD, GOBUR, 
THORNTON AND ACHERON EXPRESS 352 


May 31, 1907—Melbourne, Australia 


140—THE WESTERN MAIL 354 
June 1, 1907—Perth, Australia 


141—THE REGISTER 356 
June 3, 1907—Adelaide, South Australia 


142 THE NEBRASKA STATE JOURNAL 358 
June 4, 1907—Lincoln, Nebraska, USA 


143 WAUKEGAN DAILY SUN 360 
June 6, 1907—Waukegan, Illinois, USA 


144— MANITOBA EREE PRESS 362 
June 6, 1907—Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 


145 —-DUNNVILLE GAZETTE 364 
June 7, 1907—Ontario, Canada 369 


146—THE OBSERVER ADELAIDE 368 
June 8, 1907—Adelaide, Australia 


147—WEST AUSTRALIAN 370 
June 14, 1907—Perth, Australia 375 


148—THE TRUTH SEEKER 372 
June 15, 1907— New York, New York, USA 


149—THE SUNDAY HERALD 376 
June 23, 1907—Boston, Massachusetts, USA 


150—THE AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIST & 
HORTICULTURE REVIEW 28a 
August 1907—London, England, UK 


15 1—SEDALIA DEMOCRAT-SENTINEL 386 
January 25, 1909—Sedalia, Missouri, USA 


LIST OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 


152—THE HATTIESBURG NEWS 388 
January 25, 1909—Hattiesburg, Mississippi, USA 


153 -THE INDEPENDENT 390 
January 25, 1909—Santa Barbara, California, USA 


154—THE EVENING STAR 392 
January 26, 1909—Independence, Kansas, USA 


1§5—DOWIE ANOINTED OF THE LORD 394 
1930—New York, USA e» London, UK 


156—IAPSOP 
May 14, 2021—Forest Grove, Oregon, USA 


398 


SECTION 1: ARTICLES 1-127 


Documenting the Challenge e> Immediate Events Thereafter 


ARTICLE I - THE ARIZONA REPUBLICAN 


THE ARIZONA REPUBLICAN 


December 26, 1899—Phoenix, Arizona, USA 


THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC LMT. oN. 


According to the London Saturday 
Review, no more startling proposal has 
ever been made than that gravely pre- 
ferred to the Indian government by 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Kadian, a 
well known Mohammedan reformer. 
He proposes to submit the truth of all 
rival religions to a competitive exami- 
nation under official control. Govern- 
ment is to call a public conference at 
which representatives of all religions 
are to give proof, each of his own 
creed, in two forms. (1) A demonstra- 
tion of the sublimity of its moral teach- 
ings, (2) an outward and visible sign of 
its divine support by the performance 
within one year of some miracle tran- 
scending all human limits. Precau- 
tions are to be taken to prevent im- 
posture and the British government is 
to pronounce the award. The mirza, 
who claims divine inspiration, makes 
the challenge in complete sincerity and 
with such confidence in his cause that 
he offers to submit to crucifixion if he 
fails. 
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alysis of- the general returns of the late elections 
discovers no other feature so striking 
as the great increase in the vote for so- 
cialism. The first appearance of the 
arty in the field with a national ticket was in 1892, 


In 1896, the socialist candidate received 36,274 votes. 
In 1900, the Socialist Labor ticket numbered 39,759 
supporters, and the Social Democratic ticket 86,686, 
making a combined socialist vote of 126,445. The late 
returns show that the party has received over 400,000 
votes this year in the various State elections. In 
Massachusetts, the Social Democratic vote has in- 
creased from 10,671 last year to nearly 33,000. Its 
candidate for governor was John C. Chase, who has 
twice been elected mayor of Haverhill on the same 
ticket. The increased socialistic vote is directly charged 
with the defeat of the Republican party in Rhode 
Island. In New York, the vote of one wing of the 
socialists alone was larger than the plurality for Gov- 
ernor Odell, showing that the combined vote of social- 
ism might easily have held the balance of power be- 
tween the two older parties. Similar increases are 
shown in the returns of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and In- 
diana. The party cast 12,000 votes in Chicago—an in- 
crease of four hundred per cent, The vote in Mil- 
waukee was 11,731 out of a total of 58,611. The party 
claims 15,000 votes in Minnesota, 2000 of them being 
cast in Minneapolis and 1,600 in St. Paul, It is also 
claimed that the socialistic vote in California will be 
more than double that of 1900. The strong hold that 
the party is gaining in labor politics appears in the fact 
that the socialist element came within 430 votes in a total 
poll of about 9,000 votes of controlling the convention 
of the American Federation of Labor at New Or- 
leans. 
opinion that socialism as a political party is destined to 
be the beneficiary of the current agitation in labor 
circles. Dr. Lyman Abbott said in an address at Yale 
this month: “I believe the movement toward socialism 
in this country to be irresistible, and I believe, too, that 
it ought not to be resisted.” 

The Argonaut has received, for review, from Mafti 
Mohammad Sadig, of Quadian, Gund- 
aspur, India, a pamphlet by Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, of the same address, 
who, we glean, holds the position of Chief of Quadian. 
The brochure is printed in English—very good 
English, too—and is entitled, “An Answer to Dr. 
Dowie’s Prediction of a General Destruction of All 
Muhammadans.” This work, mixed in, on the reviewer’s 
desk, with commonplaces by Bangs, historical novels by 
Indiana school-ma’ams, and dry-looking ventures in 
economics by palc, aspiring, young professors, strikes 
one as a weird and wildly strange anachronism. And 
that vivid impression is confirmed by persual of its 
pages. 

For Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, according to his own mod- 
est admission, has been raised by Almighty God in 
these latter days to redeem the world. “About a 
hundred thousand persons,” says Mirza, “ have already 
been converted by me from the ways of evil. God has 
shown more than one hundred and fifty heavenly signs 
and wonders at my hands to which publication was given 
before their occurrence. I am the very Messiah, the 
promised onc,” Like a good Mussuiman, our Indian 
friend casts reflections on the divinity of the author 
of Christianity. “That religion,” he says, “is one that 
can not make its stand for a moment against the 
strong current of reason.” More than this, indeed, 
for he devotcs two pages to showing, conclusively, 
that the Christ did not die upon the cross; that He 
was resuscitated by Joseph of Arimathea; that He 
then “thought it advisable to bid adieu to his native 
land and travel eastward,” spending his remaining days 
peacefully in the Valley of Cashmere, And to clinch 
his argument, the Messianic-Ahmad of Quadian pre- 
sents to the rcader’s astonished gaze a half-tone illus- 
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when its candidate for President received 21,164 votes. | tration of an imposing structure, with the legend, 


There is some ground for the conservative | 


“The Tomb of Jesus Christ. Khan Yar 
Srinagar, Cashmere ”! 

Having thus disposed of this question, Mirzi Ghulam 
Ahmad casts over the world an omniscent eye and 
perceives in the West the sinister and majestic figure 
of a formidable adversary, a veritable anti-Christ, in 
the persou of John Alexander Dowie, ,of Chicago. 
Also there is borne to him on the “winds that blow 
from heaven” rumor of Dowie’s prophecy that 
Muhammadans and all other persons who do not come 
into Zion (located in Cook County, Ill.), are to perish 
utterly. To this prediction, Ahmad replies. Robbed of 
its verbiage, his answer is: “Why should 
Muhammadans perish? Why should blood of thousands 
be shed? I am the head of a great company; you, 
also, have many followers. Let the question, then, 
who is the divine representative on earth be decided 
between the two of us. Let each call on the name 
of his God, and let him that is answered be judged 
worthy.” This has a strangely familiar sound. The 
modern praying contest, however, differs in some res- 
pects from that ancient one between the priests of 
Baal and Prophet Elijah. For the invocation is not to 
be for fire from heaven, but (they are Ahmad’s italics) 
“thot the prayer of God shall be thot of us two whoever 
is the lior moy perish first”! Surely ‘tis a proposition, 
fair and most bold; and the further specifications are 
equally reasonable. Ahmad’s idea is that Elijah Dowie 
(if he assents) shall publish the prayer for Ahmad’s 
illfare with the signatures of at least one thousand 
men affixed to it, whereupon he, Ahmad, will do like- 
wise. This militant prophet of Islam further points 
out that the chances all favor his opponent, since 
Dowie is ten years younger than himself. The only 
restriction he imposes is that death shall not occur 
through human hands (a crafty and suspicious pro- 
vision, that), but shall be the result of “a disease, a 
stroke of lightning, or snake-bite.” 

’Tis a consummation devoutly to be wished that John 
Alexander assent to this proposition from Mirza 
Ghulam. Amid dry discussions of the tariff, scraps 
over Alaskan boundaries, difficulties with an Isthmian 
canal, or what not, a praying contest between the 
Elijah of Cook County, with his petition in English, 
signed by Joneses, Johnsons, Smiths, and Browns, and 
the Chief of Quadian, with his document in Arabic 
signed by Hindbads, Sindbads, and Ali Babas, will be 
altogether refreshing. In fact, with Doukobor cru- 
saders rampant in Canada, with dusky Virgin Marys 
persistently being discovered in the Philippines, with 
Friar Johns making it hot for the Russian Govern- 
ment, with Katherine Tingleys and Mother Eddys, a 
Mormon renaissance in the United States Senate, and 
an Anglo-Arabic praying match, the winter of 1902-3 
will take on a fine, glamorous, medieval aspect. 

Well, it’s up to you, ‘Lige. 


a 


Street, 


William Potter was, until lately, a member of the 
Painters’ Union, of Schenectady, N. Y. 
He had served in the Spanish war 
when voluntecrs were called for, and 
when his regiment was ordered to Glens Falls to pre- 
serve order in a railway strike, recently, he was in the 
ranks. For this the union expelled him, the president 
of the trades assembly of Schenectady explaining that 
“lhe had been warned to leave the National Guard, 
and had chosen to go to the front, and must take the 
consequences.” At the same time, he added that “ there 
will be other expulsions until not a guardsman re- 
mains who is a member of a union.” The right of 
William Potter to work and to serve in the National 
Guard is the subject of an investigation ord 
Governor Odell, The question whether the 

the union is treasonable is a mooted one, 


ScnenecTavy 
Unions ano 
tet Miuitia. 


ARTICLE 2 - THE ARGONAUT 


THE ARGONAUT 


December 1, 1902—San Francisco, California, USA 


The Argonaut has received, for review, 
from Mafti [sic—Mufti] Mohammad Sadig 
[sic—Sadiq], of Quadian [sic—Qadian], 
Gundaspur [sic—Gurdaspur], India, a pam- 
phlet by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of the same 
address, who, we glean, holds the position of 
Chief of Quadian. The brochure is printed in 
English—very good English, too—and is enti- 
tled, “An Answer to Dr. Dowie’s Prediction of 
a General Destruction of All Muhammadans.” 
This work, mixed in, on the reviewer’s desk, 
with commonplaces by Bangs, historical noy- 
els by Indiana school-ma’ams, and dry-looking 
ventures in economics by pale, aspiring, young 
professors, strikes one as a weird and wildly 
strange anachronism. And that vivid impres- 
sion is confirmed by persual [sic—perusal] of 
its pages. 

For Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, according to 
his own modest admission, has been raised by 
Almighty God in these latter days to redeem 
the world. “About a hundred thousand per- 
sons,’ says Mirza, “have already been converted 
by me from the ways of evil. God has shown 
more than one hundred and fifty heavenly signs 
and wonders at my hands to which publication 
was given before their occurrence. I am the 
very Messiah, the promised one.” Like a good 
Mussulman, our Indian friend casts reflections 
on the divinity of the author of Christianity. 
“That religion,’ he says, “is one that can not 


make its stand for a moment against the strong 
current of reason.” More than this, indeed, for 
he devotes two pages to showing, conclusively, 
that the Christ did not die upon the cross; that 
He was resuscitated by Joseph of Arimathea; 
that He then “thought it advisable to bid adieu 
to his native land and travel eastward,’ spend- 
ing his remaining days peacefully in the Valley 
of Cashmere. And to clinch his argument, the 
Messianic Ahmad of Quadian presents to the 
reader’s astonished gaze a half-tone illustra- 
tion of an imposing structure, with the legend, 
“The Tomb of Jesus Christ. Khan Yar Street, 
Srinagar, Cashmere”! 

Having thus disposed of this question, 
Mirzi [sic—Mirza] Ghulam Ahmad casts over 
the world an omniscient eye and perceives in 
the West the sinister and majestic figure of a 
formidable adversary, a veritable anti-Christ, 
in the person of John Alexander Dowie, of 
Chicago. Also there is borne to him on the 
“winds that blow from heaven” rumor of 
Dowie’s prophecy that Muhammadans and 
all other persons who do not come into Zion 
(located in Cook County, Ill.), are to perish 
utterly. To this prediction, Ahmad replies. 
Robbed of its verbiage, his answer is: “Why 
should Muhammadans perish? Why should 
blood of thousands be shed? I am the head of 
a great company; you, also, have many follow- 
ers. Let the question, then, who is the divine 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


62 


representative on earth be decided between 
the two of us. Let each call on the name of his 
God, and let him that is answered be judged 
worthy.” This has a strangely familiar sound. 
The modern praying contest, however, dif- 
fers in some respects from that ancient one 
between the priests of Baal and Prophet Elijah. 
For the invocation is not to be for fire from 
heaven, but (they are Ahmad’ italics) “that the 
prayer of God should be that of us two whoever 
is the liar may perish first”! Surely ‘tis a prop- 
osition, fair and most bold; and the further 
specifications are equally reasonable. Ahmad’s 
idea is that Elijah Dowie (if he assents) shall 
publish the prayer for Ahmad’ ill fare with the 
signatures of at least one thousand men affixed 
to it, whereupon he, Ahmad, will do likewise. 
This militant prophet of Islam further points 
out that the chances all favor his opponent, 
since Dowie is ten years younger than himself. 
The only restriction he imposes is that death 
shall not occur through human hands (a crafty 
and suspicious provision, that), but shall be 


the result of “a disease, a stroke of lightning, or 
snake-bite.” 

“Tis a consummation devoutly to be wished 
that John Alexander assent to this proposition 
from Mirza Ghulam. Amid dry discussions of 
the tariff, scraps over Alaskan boundaries, dif- 
ficulties with an Isthmian canal, or what not, 
a praying contest between the Elijah of Cook 
County, with his petition in English, signed 
by Joneses, Johnsons, Smiths, and Browns, 
and the Chief of Quadian, with his document 
in Arabic signed by Hindbads, Sindbads, and 
Ali Babas, will be altogether refreshing. In fact, 
with Doukobor crusaders rampant in Canada, 
with dusky Virgin Marys persistently being 
discovered in the Philippines, with Friar Johns 
making it hot for the Russian Government, 
with Katherine Tingleys and Mother Eddys, 
a Mormon renaissance in the United States 
Senate, and an Anglo-Arabic praying match, 
the winter of 1902-3 will take ona fine, glamor- 
ous, medieval aspect. 

Well, it’s up to you, ‘Lige. 


[PUBLISHER NOTE—“Lige” or “Lije” was a popular nickname given to 


Dr. Dowie; a shortened epithet for “Elijah.”] 


ARTICLE 3 - CAMBRIDGE DAILY NEWS 


o-oo 
A DAILY suxuRy? 


"WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2908. 


ambridge Daly D ls 


Mr, Smyth Pigott, of the “Ark of the Covenant,” 
who some months ago announced himself as the 
Messiah, has been quite forgotten in England, But 
ho has a rival in India, who keeps an eye upon 
him, A pamphlet comes from Mirza Ghulam 
Abmad, Qadian, Punjab, in which Mr, Pigott is 
accused of blasphemy. “Iam the true Messiah, 
come to declare the glory of God upon earth,” 
writes Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 


He is also something of a sportsman. “If I die 
before Mr. Pigott,” he continues, “Iam not the 
true Messiah, nor am I from God, But if Almighty 
God makes me a witness of Mr. Pigott’s death, 
which shall be brought about by the efficacy of my 
prayer, let the whole world bear witness that I am 
the true Messiah.” That, remarks a contemporary, 
seems fair enough,especially as the Indian demi-god 
is some fifteen years older than the Clapton claimant, 
If the challenge is accepted a curious duel to the 
death across balf a hemisphere will be witnessed, 


SS! L471 
| |S 


CAMBRIDGE DAILY NEWS 


January 14, 1903— Cambridge, England, UK 


Mr. Smyth Piggott, of the “Ark of the Covenant,” 
who some months ago announced himself as the 
Messiah, has been quite forgotten in England. 
But he has a rival in India, who keeps an eye 
upon him. A pamphlet comes from Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, Qadian, Punjab, in which 
Mr. Pigott is accused of blasphemy. “I am the 
true Messiah, come to declare the glory of God 
upon earth,” writes Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

He is also something of a sportsman. “If 
I die before Mr. Pigott,’ he continues, “I am 


not the true Messiah, nor am I from God. But 
if Almighty God makes me a witness of Mr. 
Pigott’s death, which shall be brought about by 
the efficacy of my prayer, let the whole world 
bear witness that I am the true Messiah.” That, 
remarks a contemporary, seems fair enough, 
especially as the Indian demi-god is some fifteen 
years older than the Clapton claimant. If the 
challenge is accepted a curious duel to the death 


across half a hemisphere will be witnessed. 
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RIVAL CLAIMS TO DIVINITY. 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, Self-styled Messiah, 
Denounces Mr. Pigott, of London. 


Several of the city clergy and members of for- 
eign mission boards received a communication 
from India yesterday which considerably mystified 
them. The communication was in the form of a 
circular lettér, bearing date of November, 1902, from 
Qadian, Punjab, and was signed by the prophet, 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. It was headed with the 
words, “For Circulation in Europe and America,” 
and was entitled, “A Warning to a Pretender to 


Divinity.” It was, In part, a8 follows: 


Rev. J. H. Smith Pigott, pastor of the “Ark of 
the Covenant,” who lives at Cedar Lodge, Clapton, 
Lendon, has recently announced himself as God. 
In these announcements he asserts his Godhead in 
the most insolent words. 

These irreverent and extravagant assertions are 
insulting even to Jesus Christ, whose name has 
been assumed by the impostor. My true, pure, 
perfect and powerful God has, therefore, com- 
manded me to warn him of the punishment that 
awaits him. I, therefore, warn him through this 
notice that If he does not repent of this irreverent 
claim, he shall be soon annihilated, even in my life- 
time, with sore torment proceeding from God and 
not from the hands of a man. 

It should also be borne tn mind that I am the 
true Messiah come to declare the glory of God upon 
earth. I am come in the spirit and character of 
Jesus Christ. I am a man and with me are in- 
numerable blessings of God, within and without, in 
the beginning and in the end. God has borne wit- 
nése to my truth with heavenly signs shown in 
thousands. I have more than one hundred thousand 
followers who have been brought to purity of life 
through me. The death of Mr. Pigott within my 
| lifetime shall be another sign of my truth. 


The Rev. Dr. H. D. Griswold. in the service of 
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, has 
| written as follows of this East Indian Messiah: 


In the village of Qadian, Gurdaspur District, Pun 
jab, there lives an old man about sixty-four years 
of a , venerable in appearance, magnetic in per- 
sona ity: and active in intellect. This is the 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

The Mirza Sahib claims to be at once the prom- 
ised Mahdi and the promised Messiah. is is 
\agaipst the ordinary Mahometan belief that 
these will be not one person, but two separate per- 


sons. 
The Mirza Sahib’s most important claim is that 
he {s the promised Messiah. By this he does not 
mean that he is the very rson of Jesus Christ 
‘reincarnated in India. for he does not accept the 
doctrine of transmigration. His meaning is Lm ow 
this: that just as, according to the interpretation 
of Jesus, John the Ly ay was the Elijah which 
was to come because he came “in the spirit and 
ower of Elijah,” so he, the Mirza Sahib, is the 
ftessiah which is to come, because he was come 
in the “spirit and power” of Christ. 
— 
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NEW-YORK TRIBUNE 


January 22, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


RIVAL CLAIMS TO DIVINITY. 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, Self-styled Messiah, 
Denounces Mr. Pigott, of London. 


Several of the city clergy and members of foreign 
mission boards received a communication from 
India yesterday which considerably mystified 
them. The communication was in the form of a 
circular letter, bearing date of November, 1902, 
from Qadian. Punjab, and was signed by the 
prophet, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. It was headed 
with the words, “For Circulation in Europe 
and America,’ and was entitled, “A Warning to 
a Pretender to Divinity.” It was, in part, as fol- 
lows: Rev. J. H. Smith Pigott, pastor of the “Ark 
of the Covenant.” who lives at Cedar Lodge. 
Clapton, London, has recently announced 
himself as God. In these announcements he 
asserts his Godhead in the most insolent words. 
These irreverent and extravagant assertions are 
insulting even to Jesus Christ, whose name has 
been assumed by the impostor. My true, pure, 
perfect and powerful God has, therefore, com- 
manded me to warn him of the punishment that 
awaits him. I, therefore, warn him through this 
notice that if he does not repent of this irreverent 
claim, he shall be soon annihilated, even in my 
lifetime, with sore torment proceeding from God 
and not from the hands of a man. 

It should also be borne in mind that I am the 
true Messiah come to declare the glory of God 
upon earth. I am come in the spirit and character 
of Jesus Christ. ] am a man and with me are innu- 
merable blessings of God, within and without, 


in the beginning and in the end. God has borne 
witness to my truth with heavenly signs shown in 
thousands. I have more than one hundred thou- 
sand followers who have been brought to purity 
of life through me. The death of Mr. Pigott within 
my lifetime shall be another sign of my truth. 

The Rev. Dr. H. D. Griswold, in the service of 
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, has 
written as follows of this East Indian Messiah: 

In the village of Qadian, Gurdaspur 
District, Punjab, there lives an old man about 
sixty-four years of age, venerable in appear- 
ance, magnetic in personality, and active in 
intellect. This is the Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 
The Mirza Sahib claims to be at once the prom- 
ised Mahdi and the promised Messiah. This is 
against the ordinary Mahometan belief that these 
will be not one person, but two separate persons. 

The Mirza Sahib’s most important claim is 
that he is the promised Messiah. By this he does 
not mean that he is the very person of Jesus Christ 
reincarnated in India, for he does not accept the 
doctrine of transmigration. His meaning is sim- 
ply this: that just as, according to the interpre- 
tation of Jesus, John the Baptist was the Elijah 
which was to come because he came “in the spirit 
and power of Elijah,’ so he, the Mirza Sahib, is the 
Messiah which is to come, because he was come 
in the “spirit and power” of Christ. 
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- MELBOURNE, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1903. “PRICE THREEPENCE, 3 


RIVAL PROPHETS, 


Mr. Smyth Pigott, of the “Ark of the 
Covenant,” who some months ago an- 
nounced himself as the Messiah, has been 
quite forgotten in England. But he has a 
rival in India, who keeps an eye upon him, 
In a pamphlet Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, Qa- 
dian, Punjaub, acettses Mr. Pigott of blas- 
phemy. “I am the true Messiah, come to 
declare the glory of God upon earth,” writes 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. He is also some- 
thing of a sportsman, “If I die before Mr. 
Pigott,” he continues, “I am not the true 
Messinh, nor am I from God. Bit if Al- 
mighty God makes me a witness of Mr, 
Pigott’s death, which shall be brought about 
by the efficacy of my prayer, let the whole 
world bear witness that T am the true Mea- 
siah.” That seems frir enonvh. esnecially 
as the Indian demigod is rome fifteen yeors 
older than the Clanton claimant. TE the 
challenge is accepted a curious duel to the 
death across half a hemisphere will be wit- 


} nessed. 
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THE LEADER 


February 28, 1903—Melbourne, Australia 


RIVAL PROPHETS. 


Mr. Smyth Pigott, of the “Ark of the Covenant,’ who 
some months ago announced himself as the Messiah, 
has been quite forgotten in England. But he hasa rival 
in India, who keeps an eye upon him. In a pamphlet 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, Qadian, Punjaub, accuses 
Mr. Pigott of blasphemy. “I am the true Messiah, 
come to declare the glory of God upon earth,’ writes 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. He is also something of a 
sportsman. “IfI die before Mr. Pigott,’ he continues, 
“Tam not the true Messiah, nor am I from God. But 
if Almighty God makes me a witness of Mr. Pigott’s 
death, which shall be brought about by the efficacy 
of my prayer, let the whole world bear witness that I 
am the true Messiah.” That seems fair enough espe- 
cially as the Indian demigod is some fifteen years 
older than the Clapton claimant. If the challenge 
is accepted a curious duel to the death across half a 
hemisphere will be witnessed. 
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INDIANAPOLIS, SUNDAY MORNING, MARCH 1, 1908, 


PIGOTT AND AHMAD. 


Rival Messiahs Waiting for Each Oth- 
er to Die. 


London Truth. 


Many worthy people were indignant, not 
inexcusably, when the Rev. J. H. Smyth 
Pigott recently announced from his “Ark” 
at Clapton that he was the Messiah, re- 
turned to earth. By no one, however, has 
the announcement n so deeply resented 
as by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, chief of Qa- 
dian, Punjab. In a manifesto “printed for 
circulation in Europe and America,” for a 
copy of which I suppose I have to thank 
the author, M. G. A. denounces the conduct 
of Mr. Pigott in the most scathing terms. 
He warns that gentleman “that if he does 
not repent of this irreverent claim he shall 
be soon enlightened, even in my lifetime, 
with sore treatment proceeding from God, 
and not from the hands of a man.” Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad {s able to state this with 
some authority, Inasmuch as he himself, as 
he goes on to explain, is “the true Messiah, 
come to declare the glory of God upon 
earth.” Signs to that effect, he says, have 
been shown to thousands: 

“I have more than 100,00 followers, who 
have been brought to purity of life through 
me. Thousands of heavenly signs which 
they have witnessed have worked a pure 
transformation in their lives. The death of 
Mr. Pigott within my lifetime shall be an- 
other of my truth. If I dle before Mr. 
Pigott, | am not the true Messiah, nor am I 
from God, But if Almighty God makes me 
~ sabe = ae vigor 8 pee it shall be 

rought about by the efficacy of my yer, 
and the whole world bear witness nee 
“The Punjab prophet tl 

e prophet goes on to mention 
that he !s over sixty-five years of age. and 
believes Mr. Pigott to be at least fifteen 
years younger than himself. The confidence, 
therefore, with which he stakes his reputa- 
tion upon the prior decease of the Clapton 
pretender, shows a sportsmanlike, as well 
as a prophetic, instinct. I trust that Pigott 
will take up the challenge and tissue a 
counterblast against Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 
The two prohpets can then each pray his 
hardest for the early decease of the other, 
and the world will, I take it, wish success 
to them both Impartially. 


ARTICLE 6 - THE SUNDAY JOURNAL 


THE SUNDAY JOURNAL 


March 1, 1903—Indianapolis, Indiana, USA 


PIGOTT AND AHMAD. 


Rival Messiahs Waiting for Each Other to Die. 


London Truth. 

Many worthy people were indignant, not 
inexcusably, when the Rev. J. H. Smyth Pigott 
recently announced from his “Ark” at Clapton 
that he was the Messiah, returned to earth. 
By no one, however, has the announcement 
been so deeply resented as by Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, chief of Qadian, Punjab. In a mani- 
festo “printed for circulation in Europe and 
America, for a copy of which I suppose I 
have to thank the author, M. G. A. denounces 
the conduct of Mr. Pigott in the most scath- 
ing terms. He warns that gentleman “that if 
he does not repent of this irreverent claim he 
shall be soon enlightened, even in my lifetime, 
with sore treatment proceeding from God, and 
not from the hands of a man.” Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad is able to state this with some author- 
ity, inasmuch as he himself, as he goes on to 
explain, is “the true Messiah, come to declare 
the glory of God upon earth.” Signs to that 
effect, he says, have been shown to thousands: 

“IT have more than 100,000 followers, who 
have been brought to purity of life through me. 


Thousands of heavenly signs which they have 
witnessed have worked a pure transformation 
in their lives. The death of Mr. Pigott within 
my lifetime shall be another sign of my truth. 
If I die before Mr. Pigott, I am not the true 
Messiah, nor am I from God. But if Almighty 
God makes me a witness of Mr. Pigott’s death, 
it shall be brought about by the efficacy of my 
prayer, and the whole world bear witness that I 
am the true Messiah.” 

The Punjab prophet goes on to mention 
that he is over sixty-five years of age, and 
believes Mr. Pigott to be at least fifteen years 
younger than himself. The confidence, there- 
fore, with which he stakes his reputation upon 
the prior decease of the Clapton pretender, 
shows a sportsmanlike, as well as a prophetic, 
instinct. I trust that Pigott will take up the 
challenge and issue a counterblast against 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. The two prohpets [sic] 
can then each pray his hardest for the early 
decease of the other, and the world will, I take 
it, wish success to them both impartially. 
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THE 


LITERARY DIGEST 


os are being expelled, to-morrow it will 


oar | have been inspired by the spirit of the congre- 


gations; that is to say, by the true Christian spirit; and the day 
after to-morrow ft will be al! who, not thinking in accord with 
the majority, will thwart its prejudices, combat its doctrines, and 
thereby deprive it of the suffrages Which have made it a majority.” 


La Reowe (Paris) discusses the situation as follows 


“The ancient faith is shaken, the old dogmas are crumbling to 
dust beneath the systematic attacks of the priesthood itself, 
And we have been for some years spectators at two dramas of 
equal interest. On the one hand we have scen priests set on 
being priests in spite of everything, prepuiring to found a new 
chorch which shall in certain essential points contradict the old 
church, Elsewhere we have under 
our tyes priests whore number is 
every day increasing who, in nat- 
ural consequence of principles 
which their reason no longer would 
Jet them deny, leave the priesthood. 

“In the presence of this crisis, so 
Geep that it attacks the very beart 
of the church, the very sources of 
its life, the expulsion of the priests 
aud nues is a very small matter 
At the teost the Pope could see in 
this only the usual ‘persecttions 
.» + People are astonished that at 
the present time he is silent, that 
he does not join the party for the 
defense of the congregations, that 
be dees not thunder against Min- 
ister Combes and the Republican 
majority. It is because he has 
other cares, and graver ones, He 
ts asking himself what is becoming 
of Roman Catholiciam, and in par- 
ticular what Kore and the author- 
ity and infallibility of the Pope 
will count for tomorrow in what 
shall semain of the church in 
France.” * 


M. Georges Clemenceau, of the 
Prench senate, contributes a com- 
prehensive article to The National 
Review (London), treating the 
question from the point of view of 
one in sympathy with Minister 
Combes's policy. He says: 

“History shows ws that in all 


times, even under the most devout 
tmouarchies, there has been a strug- 


and the religious orders, which 
are par excellence the political in- 
Struments of the theocracy, To-day the struggle rages round 
the right of the congregations to teach, which has seemed to 
our politicians the most serious ivswe, and every one can see 
that some of them are prepared to compromise the general 
right tosteach in order to ward off the immediate danger, and 
to rescue civil society from the Clerical reaction, But every 
one who stops to think can not fail to see that the danger liex far 
leas in the doctrine taught by the orders, which is after all iden- 
tical with that taught by the church berself of which no one de- 
mands the suppression, than in the political and social interests 
o€ which the orders are the center, Our great and little dnaur- 
geeisie seek education in the schools of religious orders far less 
on account of the doctrine which is taught there (which is also 
taught, be it remarked in passing, to the chill of the lay sehouls 
by the cwr/s in the church) than for the advantage of the pretee- 
tion of a powerful corporation, which can’secure the child a 
profitable marriage and assist him at every stage in hin worldly 
career. In proportion as faith declines, the political strength of 
Teligions orders which have lost their spiritual restraining infin- 
ence becomes more and more powerful and more and more 
strenuous in its attacks upon the r<gime of liberty, But as soon 


JONN ALEXANDER DOWER 
gle between the civil government He ix planning a cresade upon New York nest October with 


2cus of his followers, 
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as wa get rid of thin organ of theoeratic oppression, which the 
need for assuring individual rights shows to be incompatible 
with the institutions of liberty, what valid reason is there to 
Testrain, to the detriment of the chureh, the liberty to teach, or 
any other part of the legitimate liberty to think and act?) Every 
citizen will have the samerightto liberty. What can the eburels 
want more? The right to live in common for prayer and teach- 
ing? She will be able to exercise this right also by means of 
civil societios, in which the rights of every individual will be 
guaranteed by the law instead of being crushed as at present in 
the congregations, And what more? The one liberty which in 
not permissible is the liberty’ to abolish the human personality, 
or, in other words, the liberty to kill liberty. Devotion and char- 
ity, which are the noblest trairs pur nature, will huve free 
play, but in accordance with com. 
mon Tights, and in an open man- 
ber under the sanction of liberty, 
not in @ political interest bontile to 
progress and ‘liberalism,’ and to 
that modern civilization which, tho 
condemned by the Syllabus, is pre- 
cisely what we desire to safeguard, 
The conflicts between the church 
and civil society have hitherto pro- 
duced in every nation anxiety, agi- 
tation, perpetual instability, and 
the rebellion of the individual con- 
selence against the theocratic power 
—or the violenge of arbitrary acta. 
People will only find peace, and 
the forces of humanity can only be 
properly harmonized, in the recog- 
hition of fundamental rights of the 
individual, thas merging all auto- 
cratic powers in a common liberty.” 


DOWIE’S COMING INVA- 
SION OF NEW YORK. 


Ave announcement that John 

Alexander Dowie, the fa- 
mous faith-cure apastie of Zion City, 
HL, is planning a “peaceful inva- 
sion "of the city of New York next 
October, with a lange company of 
his followers, is the sulyject of com- 
ment both serious and flippant in 
the metropolitan newspapers, //ar- 
per's Weeddy describes the main 
features of the proposed crosade in 
the following language: 


“John Alexander Dowie .. . is 
likely to prove an interesting vis- 
itor to this town. He is an organizer, and abounds in method 
and foresight. He has ample means te do things in a large way. 
His plan is to bring 2,000 (perhaps 4,000) of his followers here, 
and give bis kind of religion a careful and comprehensive intro- 
duction to the people of Manhattan. Every family on this island 
is to be visited: every dwelling supplied with Dowieite tracts; 
every soul, so far as possible, invited tothe Dowieite meetings. 
These meetings are to be held daily in the Madison Square Gar- 
den, which has been hired for fifteen days. Special trains have 
been engaged to bring the Dowie multitude here, and lodgings 
are being engaged for their accommodation, Dowieis rich. He 
is in business, and makes money, He has founded a town whieh 
has grown in Jess than two years from a population of 400 to 
§,000, The Dowieites do not smoke nor drink nor employ doc- 
tors, and they all give a tenth of their incumes to the church, 
They are busy now practising the music of thelr crusade and 
studying mapsof Manhattan. Dovle frankly discloses his belief 
that in him the prophet Elijah lives again for the third time on 
earth. He is a remarkable citizen, anid wil] doubtless carry out 
his plans.” 


lf Mr. Dowie “could only convert and carry off the hosts of 
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JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE. 


He is planning a crusade upon New York next October with 2,000 of his followers. 


DOWIE'S COMING INVASION OF NEW YORK. 


HE announcement that John Alexander 

Dowie, the famous faith-cure apostle of 
Zion City, IIL, is planning a “peaceful invasion” 
of the city of New York next October, with a 
large company of his followers, is the subject 
of comment both serious and flippant in the 
metropolitan newspapers. Harpers Weekly 
describes the main features of the proposed 
crusade in the following language: 

“John Alexander Dowie... is likely to prove 
an interesting visitor to this town. He is an 
organizer, and abounds in method and fore- 
sight. He has ample means to do things in a 
large way. His plan is to bring 2,000 (perhaps 
4,000) of his followers here, and give his kind 
of religion a careful and comprehensive intro- 
duction to the people of Manhattan. Every 
family on this island is to be visited; every 
dwelling supplied with Dowieite tracts; every 
soul, so far as possible, invited to the Dowieite 
meetings. These meetings are to be held daily 
in the Madison Square Garden, which has 
been hired for fifteen days. Special trains have 
been engaged to bring the Dowie multitude 
here, and lodgings are being engaged for their 


accommodation. Dowie is rich. He is in busi- 
ness, and makes money. He has founded a town 
which has grown in less than two years from 
a population of 400 to 8,000. The Dowieites 
do not smoke nor drink nor employ doctors, 
and they all give a tenth of their incomes to 
the church. They are busy now practising the 
music of their crusade and studying maps of 
Manhattan. Dowie frankly discloses his belief 
that in him the prophet Elijah lives again for 
the third time on earth. He is a remarkable cit- 
izen, and will doubtless carry out his plans.” 

If Mr. Dowie “could only convert and 
carry off the hosts of Tammany,’ observes the 
Brooklyn Standard Union, “he would indeed 
deserve to have his name handed down to 
posterity as the monumental reformer of the 
twentieth century and New York's greatest 
benefactor.’ The Brooklyn Eagle adds: 

“There will be a good deal of curiosity to 
watch his progress in New York, which is con- 
fessedly a hard town for new religions, altho it 
gives its time and its money with enthusiasm 
to new shows so long as they are entertain- 
ing. Fanatics who have made a stir in small 
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Tammany.” observes the Brooklyn Standard Union, “tie Would 
indeed deserve to have bis name banded down to posterity asthe 
mouumental reformer of the twentieth century and New York's 
greatwet benefactor,” The Brooklyn Lag/s adds: 


“There will be a good deal of curiosity to watch bis progress 
in New Vork, which is confeasediy a hard town for new religions, 
altho it gives its time asd its mosey with enthusiasm to new 
shows so long as they are entertaining, Fanatics who have 
made a stir in small communities have often been swallowed up 
here, and have left us in disgust, A few years ago Schlatter, a 
natutal healer, whe bad cut a wide swath in the Colorado moun- 
tains, came here, and lasted perhaps a week, Last year Sand- 
ford, the ' Holy Ghost and Us’ leader, departed in disgust after 
he had baptived his first group of converts in the chilling waters 
of the bay. But Dowle is of different staff.” 


The New Vork San says: 


“It is not improbable, but rather it may be assumed that the 
demonstration of Dowie will make something of a stir in New 
York, tho that be will have bere even a shadow of the extraordi- 
nary success he has won at Chicago ix not to be expected. New 
York will receive the * Restoration Host’ civilly, and Dowle will 
be sure to have crowds at his meetings in Madison Square Gar- 
den; but this cosmopolitan community i4 pet a promising field 
for the cultivation of religious novelties, Of the 
population, two-thirds is Roman Catholic, and therefore far 
removed from the reach of Dowie's influence ; but there are here 
636,000 people without any religious attachment, aceording to 
the statistics of the Church Federation, and among these he may 
hope to gain recruits." 

How Mr. Dowie himself regards his campaign may be judged 
from the following extract from a recent editorial in his weekly 
organ, Leaves of Healing (Chicago) : 


“The amasing scale of the Excursion of Zion Restoration 
Host, and the fact that we have taken the Madison Square Gar- 
den Audiiorium, which seats 16,000 people, and all the rooms 
connected therewith, has made a profound impression, 

“The general interest, which we have known for years that 
thousands in the East have felt in us and in out Mission, has 
found very remarkable expression in New York City, .. 4. + 

“We know that the enemy is strong, but God is stronger. 

“We kuow that the hosts against us are numerons, but we 
know that all the Hosts of Heaven are with us. 

“The chariots are swinging low at the command of Jehoyah- 
Sabacth, Jehoval), God of Howts, 

“We are glad that thousands will accompany us from Zion 
City, at the end of the many months of toil that lie before us, 
going forth to reap with us in God's great Harvest Field at the 
time of harvest... . . 

“The first great Requisite for success is that every good sol- 
dier shall seek Divine Parity in Spirit, Soul, and Body. 

“Lf we ary to endure hardship as good soldiers of Jesus the 
Christ, whilst upon this great work of Restoration in New York, 
every one must remember that for the time being all * Entangle- 
ments * from the Business Affairs of this life, as far as possible, 
must be laid aside; for, as the Apostle Paul wrote: 

No Soldier on Service eatangleth bimeelf in the affairs of thee life 5 

‘That be may please hin who entolied him asa Soldier, 


And if alee « man contend in thee games, 
He te not crowued, except be have contended lawfully, 


“It is of the utmost importance that every member of the 
Legions of Zion Restoration Host shall set aside, tf it be powsi- 
bie, the whole of the Fifteen Days for this First Great Operation 
in which the Host is to engage in New York. 

"Like Soldiers who are also Citizens, and who lay aside the 
duties of fife that they may go into the Camps and drill and 
learn how to fight successfully, so Zien Restoration Hoat mst 
prepare, and then, Jeaving home and friends and all, they must 
mobilize, as it were, rapidly tate one Great Unit with One Heart 
and One Miad in the greatest City of this Continent, 

“We have many plans concerning the operations of the Host 
beyond this Mission in New York, anil there is a desire apon the 
part of some for us to visit Philadelphia after the New York 
mission, 

“We do not feel it well at this time to decide between the rival 
clainss of several large cities, 


“ We are somewhat inetined, if it ean be arranged satisfactor- 
ily, to give one or two weeks either to Boston or Philadelphia, or 
divide our time between them.” 

The fame of Zion City has reached even to Europe; and in 
La Revue (Paris) M. 1L. de Norvins gives a picture of Dowie 
and his religion as they appear toa Frenchman, He points out 
how susceptible Americans are to new religious movements, and 
passes in review the various religions, such as Mormonism, 
Christian Science, ete., that have thrivet: in this country, “John 
Alexander Dowie,” he says, “wasculled upon to choose between 
the metluxts of bis predecessurs, He would not have | 
choice that he did unless he had found a hitherto w 
and one which ix assuredly the most American that. 
developed,” We quote further; ° 

~ With remarkable sagacity, te seined the psyehole 
to appear in the United States as both the Bai 
pont Morgan of religion. It was an idea of undoubt 
have chosen as aids to religion the great factors of 
~—commerce, industry, and financial speculation, 
which the whole Union rests, A comimercial, 


Is it not a manter-atroke of 


called Dowie not only the mission of vel 
tha DHEA Sh eve Chak: rusty on toeaL Oa 

manner in which they use them, so that the m 
Most High is at once the guide of purses and ol 
This guide is invested with autocratic powers, at 
crat he the splendor and the pomp and 

eign.” —Translation made for Tue Livekary Dic 


RELIGIOUS NOTES. y : 
THE well-known Baptist paper. the Chicago Standard, celebrat 
days ago its fiftieth anniversary. 


Mes TATTA, @ French lady living in Bombay, as tee | 
vested with the Sacred Thresd and the “Sudra" of the ia ; . 
tos 7imer which reperts the incident, declares that aac 
corded conversion from Christianity to Zuroasttianism, ~ 
peblic meeting was held in the 
Masic on Sunday, Mareb 4, in the (aterest Peo 
Neecher Memorial, The 


Dr, Newell Dowight Hillis, present pastor of Plymeuth hs 
After the speech-making, pledges for more than §:fcon wer 

the audience, 

Tee kev, Many a Wane ban sengued the pasta of 
churuh in New York to become the official chaplain of thi 
beotele In all the large hamscebonn A yprednta gto yx 
Somepieeous plaons, reading | * Guests, pecan pranese bea err 

wishing the services of # clergyman are 
may call opom Kev, HM, Warren, the hotel chaplain, He 
to render any Kind ef pastoral servicer, erend, 
residence, Calls may be sent amy hour mf the day or night.” 


is connection with the department of 


be addreswd to Mr, FG. Cressey at the University of Cilenga 


THY Jedgment of the feat Court of ro dor 
action of phos wyhpuaepet anh a atsenange Lie 
“Mary of Magenta,” hee nroceed some resentment, 
Zeitang pons oat that the play has cnereised 6 dong religives: 
America anit Mugland, and in tive former 
attended Wy bishops. Performances hare alee been ctveo in 
Hamburg which were vravaanatdey Aye ap. nrog hms 
religious effeet. The mitie paper gies on to : 
in Beemen and Ceeeers acc oem rey 
This is the favered land nf 
per pach nadie tnt 2 Pecheoe sme Baye cian 


communities have often been swallowed up 
here, and have left us in disgust. A few years ago 
Schlatter, a natural healer, who had cut a wide 
swath in the Colorado mountains, came here, 
and lasted perhaps a week. Last year Sandford, 
the “Holy Ghost and Us’ leader, departed in 
disgust after he had baptized his first group of 
converts in the chilling waters of the bay. But 
Dowie is of different stuff” 

The New York Suz says: 

“It is not improbable, but rather it may 
be assumed that the demonstration of Dowie 
will make something of a stir in New York, 
tho that he will have here even a shadow of the 
extraordinary success he has won at Chicago 
is not to be expected. New York will receive 
the ‘Restoration Host’ civilly, and Dowie 
will be sure to have crowds at his meetings 
in Madison Square Garden ; but this cosmo- 
politan community is not a promising field 
for the cultivation of religious novelties. Of 
the church-going population, two-thirds is 
Roman Catholic, and therefore far removed 
from the reach of Dowie's influence; but there 
are here 636,000 people without any religious 
attachment, according to the statistics of the 
Church Federation, and among these he may 
hope to gain recruits.” 

How Mr. Dowie himself regards his cam- 
paign may be judged from the following 
extract from a recent editorial in his weekly 
organ, Leaves of Healing (Chicago) : 

“The amazing scale of the Excursion of 
Zion Restoration Host, and the fact that 
we have taken the Madison Square Garden 
Auditorium, which seats 16,000 people, and 
all the rooms connected therewith, has made a 
profound impression. 

“The general interest, which we have known 
for years that thousands in the East have felt in 
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us and in our Mission, has found very remarka- 
ble expression in New York City....... 

“We know that the enemy is strong, but 
God is stronger. 

“We know that the hosts against us are 
numerous, but we know that all the Hosts of 
Heaven are with us. 

“The chariots are swinging low at the com- 
mand of Jehovah-Sabaoth, Jehovah, God of 
Hosts. 

“We are glad that thousands will accom- 
pany us from Zion City, at the end of the many 
months of toil that lie before us, going forth to 
reap with us in God's great Harvest Field at the 
time of harvest... 

“The first great Requisite for success is that 
every good soldier shall seek Divine Purity in 
Spirit, Soul, and Body. 

“If we are to endure hardship as good sol- 
diers of Jesus the Christ, whilst upon this great 
work of Restoration in New York, every one 
must remember that for the time being all 
‘Entanglements’ from the Business Affairs of 
this life, as far as possible, must be laid aside; 
for, as the Apostle Paul wrote : 

No Soldier on Service entangleth himself 
in the affairs of this life ; 

That he may please him who enrolled him 
as a Soldier. 

And if also a man contend in the games, 

He is not crowned, except he have con- 
tended lawfully. 

“Tt is of the utmost importance that every 
member of the Legions of Zion Restoration 
Host shall set aside, if it be possible, the 
whole of the Fifteen Days for this First Great 
Operation in which the Host is to engage in 
New York. 

“Like Soldiers who are also Citizens, and 
who lay aside the duties of life that they may go 
into the Camps and drill and learn how to fight 
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successfully, so Zion Restoration Host must 
prepare, and then, leaving home and friends 
and all, they must mobilize, as it were, rapidly 
into one Great Unit with One Heart and One 
Mind in the greatest City of this Continent. 

“We have many plans concerning the oper- 
ations of the Host beyond this Mission in New 
York, and there is a desire upon the part of 
some for us to visit Philadelphia after the New 
York mission. 

“We do not feel it well at this time to decide 
between the rival claims of several large cities. 

“We are somewhat inclined, if it can be 
arranged satisfactorily, to give one or two 
weeks either to Boston or Philadelphia, or 
divide our time between them.” 

The fame of Zion City has reached even 
to Europe; and in La Revue (Paris) M. L. de 
Norvins gives a picture of Dowie and his reli- 
gion as they appear to a Frenchman. He points 
out how susceptible Americans are to new reli- 
gious movements, and passes in review the var- 
ious religions, such as Mormonism, Christian 
Science, etc., that have thriven in this country. 
“John Alexander Dowie,” he says, “was called 
upon to choose between the methods of his 
predecessors. He would not have made the 
choice that he did unless he had found a hith- 
erto unworked field and one which is assuredly 
the most American that could be developed.” 
We quote further: 

“With remarkable sagacity, he seized 


the psychological moment to appear in the 
United States as both the Barnum and the 
Pierpont Morgan of religion. It was an idea 
of undoubted genius to have chosen as aids to 
religion the great factors of American life— 
commerce, industry. and financial speculation, 
that tripod on which the whole Union rests. A 
commercial, industrial prophet who was a man 
of affairs, an organizer of enterprises paying 
fabulous dividends—such a one could serve 
the glory of God and solidify his temple in a 
thoroughly up-to-date Yankee style. Is it not a 
master-stroke of Americanism that a man who 
proclaims himself the direct representative of 
God on earth should be accepted as such not 
only because of his pretended Messianic quali- 
ties, but also because he is the man who under- 
stands better than any one else the fluctuation 
of values, as well as the heights and depths of 
the human soul?..... 

“God has confided—such is the creed of 
Dowie—to a man called Dowie not only the 
mission of watching over the souls of the faith- 
ful, but over their money as well, their savings, 
and the manner in which they use them, so that 
the new vicar of the Most High is at once the 
guide of purses and of consciences. This guide 
is invested with autocratic powers, and like an 
autocrat he enjoys the splendor and the pomp 
and wealth of a sovereign.” — Translation made 
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John Alexander Dowie donned in the robes of Elijah the Restorer 
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ps wet pe? ~ be. prociatmed “a Mar" throughout the 
ele ee ea): Ce a , on a 
THE NEW ONE-CENT ‘STAMP, a worts, 


It is definitely setticd that this com- 
munity Ia lo be Invaded In October next’ 
by the espectacular Mr. Dowse and acy-: 
eral thousands of his followers.. Mr. 
Dowte Is the founder of the Clty of Zion, 
(Iinols,} from which polat he says he, 
has projected over Chieago a purifying 
influence. ‘The purpose of the invasion 
{5 to effect a elmilar moral regeneration 
here, “It ja Umely to recall that Mr, 
Dowie has proclaimed himself to be In 
fact the prophet Exasau, though his rec-- 
Ognition In that capacity has been rathéer 
imited. Some of the Chicago newspa- 
pers habitually and famillarty refer to 
him as “ Lijec," but it Is suspected that 
this is mere ribaldry, Sertous persons out 
there suy he does not show the distin- 
gvisting characteristics of the flery 
Tishbite. ‘Although the general Incredu- 
Miy does not seem to embarrass Air. 
Dowie, still it ly reasonable to suppose 
that on the eve of bia departure for a 
new and more Important scene of actly- 
ity he must welcome any opportunity to 
establish his historic Wentlly. Such an 
opportunity has presented Itself. ; 

Mr, Dow (a9 the prophet) has fore- 
told the destruction of all who do not be-' 
Neve tn the divinity of his mission; and! 
he has gone out of his way bo include the 
distant Mohammedanse jn the grand cata- 
clysm,. It happens that the Far Bast has 
its own prophets and naturally they cor-: 
sider thls attack az contrary to the euli- 
ies of the profession. To maintain their 
own prestige they must down the arro- 
gant Wealerner, It js an old atory that 
“when prophets fall out there ts Hall Co- 
Jjumbla to pay. One BMrnza GiHuLam 
Almep, & Mohammedan of. Quodian, 
Gurdaspur, India, (having 100,000 fol-' 
lowers,) hos insved a challenge which 
would sult the Indispulabdle Eljiah down 
to the ground. Popular opinion'as to the 
verity of Mr. Dowtr'e claim will depend 
& good deal on his treatment of thie chal- 
lenge. - Anpo's proposition ts that the 
Western prophet and 1,000 of his ‘people 
shall pray for the early death of the Mo-, 
hammedan Messiah, while the jatter and 
a similar number of gifted Moxtems shall, 
petition, for-the speedy deletion of Mr. 
Dowie. The first of the two to dle I¢ to 


A genuine Elijah would Jump at euch a 
proposel, When the chesty priesta of 
Baal denied the. prophetic supremacy of 
Evia, he dared the whole outfit (num- 
bering AW experienced professionals) to 
© prayer leat, No handicap could dash 
hin. But one agalnet hundréds, he even 
deluged with water the woodplle he had 
pledged himself to burn, How he reviled 
the perepiring priests and spurred them 
on with Insutia Is a matter of record. 
That ts the kind of prophet Evia wos. 
This Incident Is recalled Lecnuse Anunp's 
challenge Is much Hke jhat of Euan to 
“the priests, and whether the founder of 
Zion (Iilinol) ts fn error as to his own 
identity will be determined by his ac- 
ceptance or rejection of thls test, The 
Nohaimmedan |!s generous rather than 
falr. He waives the consideration that he 
In ten years the cider and he stipulates f 
that death ahait be by dinense, Nghining 
atroke, or snakebltc. The normal death 
rate of Chicago 19 far below that of Quo- 
Mion, and blatisticn show UT3 deaths 
from mmnkebites In Indin last year and 
none in Cook’ County. Apart from the 
prayers the conditions favor Mr. Dowir. 


When the new Isaue of the two-cent 
atamp made its appearance fit berame 
uccessary In the discharge of a duly to 
the public to apenic of it in the Jangunge 
ot mild satire. The new one-cent stam 
of the reform scrles has now made Its) 
appearance and genile lrony Calls to do It 
justice. Mr. Dooley is siti} the. model 
this time posing as Fraxkttx, whol 
caricatured with a chin which remiint 
one of the stocking which the patrioti 
young woman who had not. learned ho 
to “toe off" katt for some soldier who 
might need tt. The foot got longer’ anid 
Tonger, untit it was about tivo yards In 
length, FPRANKLIN‘’s chin beara about thi 
relation to the rest of his features. As a 
portrait it Is absurd, though It might on- 
swer very well as a caricature, It Ia 
supported on efther aide by (wo nude 
male figures probably “writhing on ama- 
ranthine asphodel"—caryatida . which 
Support nothing, unless It be the absyrd- 
ity of the design, Jn miniature they sug. 
goat “ worma for balt.” Is there no pen- 
‘alon fund from which (he designer for 
the Post Office "Department may be 
suarantecd & comfortable support on the 
condition that he will design no more 
stamps? If not, woutd it not be an act 
of patriotiem to crehte one by popular 
subscription? We wish him well, but 
even more strongly we wish that “he 
might find some other and more iltting 
occupation than adding to the gayely of 
nations in this particular way. We value 
our historical heroes, and it pains us to 
have them made game of In this faahton. 
The Franklin stamp ls" the Mmit.” 

————e——— 


INSULTING THE CAPITOL. 

The country throws a certain statutory 
protection around its flog and ercutcheon 
that they may not be defiled by the ad- 
vertislng reptile or otherwise dishonored, 
but it has not so far been thought neces- 
sary In euch a’ woy to protect the 
Natlon's Cepltot from Indignitics, It 
was hardly concelvable that any such 
could be offered to Ii, auch a divinity and 
stateliness tiédgo it, throning it In at- 
iributes of majesty I€ not of awe, to 
worn off the fool .or malignant who 


TOPICS OF THE TIMES. 


Alter quoting part of a paragraph 
About Miaslasippl levees that recently aye 
roared tu thik alwaya amiable column, Pa- 
tineering News very vnemlably remerkes 
“HC would be dificult to erowd Jnro the 
ebore nyace more misinformation thun Is 
there conveyed!’ As ihe paregraph in 
questhon wna in large part interrogatory 
and in no part didactic, we linve some cx- 
eusxe for resenting a condeammition v9 harsh, 
but resentment ia confersion at lenat as 
oftencas sulelde ts, and-the sebject of Mis 
sionipp! leveca ts ono of several Upon which 
wejare hurnbly, willing to receivo, insieuc- 
Hlon'fromé apectalists of recognized au. 
thorltys> Jt Ja to bo feared, however, that 
we are not compelent to get much wisdorn 
from: the Awe-volumn lecture with whitch 
Enalneering News follows wp itn flest atot, 
For, right at the begiuning of the lecture, 
we filmit this curfourly puzzling sentence: 
“Levee onaineery have hoown for many 
years Ghat the pext Miraineipp) flead would 
certuiniy exceed the highest stage ret re- 
corded, al lest along the chaanet In Ten- 
pesree aml Northern Mlesladppl, on account 
of the closipe of the Bt, Pruncia Dauly bn 
Avhkanens and Mixsourl, inte which the Alis- 
ninsipp! has-formerly overilowed nl every 
Ll > A 
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THE RIVAL PROPHETS. 


It is definitely settled that this community is to be 
invaded in October next by the spectacular Mr. 
DOWIE and several thousands of his followers. Mr. 
DOWIE isthe founder of the City of Zion, (Illinois,) 
from which point he says he has projected over 
Chicago a purifying influence. The purpose of the 
invasion is to effect a similar moral regeneration 
here. It is timely to recall that Mr. DowIE has pro- 
claimed himself to be in fact the prophet ELIJAH, 
though his recognition in that capacity has been 
rather limited. Some of the Chicago newspapers 
habitually and familiarly refer to him as “Lije,” but 
it is suspected that this is mere ribaldry. Serious 
persons out there say he does not show the dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of the fiery Tishbite. 
Although the general incredulity does not seem to 
embarrass Mr. DOWIE, still it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that on the eve of his departure for a new and 
more important scene of activity he must welcome 
any opportunity to establish his historic identity. 
Such an opportunity has presented itself. 

Mr. DowIE (as the prophet) has foretold the 
destruction of all who do not believe in the divin- 
ity of his mission, and he has gone out of his way 
to include the distant Mohammedans in the grand 
cataclysm. It happens that the Far East has its own 
prophets and naturally they consider this attack as 
contrary to the ethics of the profession. To main- 
tain their own prestige they must down the arro- 
gant Westerner. It is an old story that when proph- 
ets fall out there is Hail Columbia to pay. One 
MIRZA GHULAM AHMED, a Mohammedan 
of Quodian [sic—Qadian], Gundaspur [sic— 


Gurdaspur], India, (having 100,000 followers,) 


has issued a challenge which would suit the indis- 
putable Eljiah [sic—Elijah] down to the ground. 
Popular opinion as to the verity of Mr. DOWIE’s 
claim will depend a good deal on his treatment of 
this challenge. AHMED’s proposition is that the 
Western prophet and 1,000 of his people shall pray 
for the early death of the Mohammedan Messiah, 
while the latter and a similar number of gifted 
Moslems shall petition for the speedy deletion of 
Mr. DOWIE. The first of the two to die is to be 
proclaimed “a liar” throughout the world. 

A genuine Elijah would jump at sucha proposal. 
When the chesty priests of Baal denied the pro- 
phetic supremacy of ELIJAH, he dared the whole 
outfit (numbering 450 experienced professionals) 
to a prayer test. No handicap could dash him. But 
one against hundreds, he even deluged with water 
the woodpile he had pledged himself to burn. 
How he reviled the perspiring priests and spurred 
them on with insults is a matter of record. That is 
the kind of prophet ELIJAH was. This incident 
is recalled because AHMED’s challenge is much 
like that of ELIJAH to the priests, and whether 
the founder of Zion (Illinois) is in error as to his 
own identity will be determined by his acceptance 
or rejection of this test. The Mohammedan is gen- 
erous rather than fair. He waives the considera- 
tion that he is ten years the elder and he stipulates 
that death shall be by disease, lightning stroke, or 
snakebite. The normal death rate of Chicago is far 
below that of Quodian, and statistics show 673 
deaths from snakebites in India last year and none 
in Cook County. Apart from the prayers the con- 
ditions favor Mr. DOWIE. 


ARTICLE 8 - THE NEW YORK TIMES 


77 


78 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudi 


__THE MONROE _JOURNAi. 


Dowle Chatlemged To Pray. 
Chicage Bpecial io New York Bon 

Elijah Dowie bas been chal 
toa praying duc! The 
; is Mirza Cholan Ah- 
ie a buddhist of Qoadian, Pun- 


ye ,O seil-styled 
ioe ‘op sigh: eal bays Mirza in 
Bh 5 pons shall 

faye Barts ketal oo our 


ARTICLE 9 - THE MONROE JOURNAL 


THE MONROE JOURNAL 


March 30, 1903—Monroe, North Carolina, USA 


Dowie Challenged to Pray. 


Chicago Special to New York Sun 

Elijah Dowie has been challenged to a praying 
duel. The challenger is Mirza Chulan [sic—Ghulam] 
Ahmad, a buddhist of Quadian [sic—Qadian], 
Punjab, India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mirza in his letter. “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, petition the Almighty that of us 
two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Dowie has not accepted the challenge. 
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LEAD DAILY 


CALL 


‘SOUTH DAKOTA. THURSDAY, JULY 14, twos = 


CHALLENGE TO DUEL OF PRAYER. 


Alexander Dowie has found a foe- 
man worthy of his steel. The Chicago 
prophet recently predicted that in the 
fullness of time his cult would spread 
over all the earth, and that in that 
time all those of the Mohammedan 
faith would be annihilated as being 
hateful in the sight of the Lord. Why 
Dowie chose thus to pick upon the 
followers of that other prophet is not 
recorded. But his temerity has marked 
him for the test. He has been chal- 
lenged to fight a duel to demonstrate 
which is right. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the self- 
constituted champion of the Moham.- 
medans. He comes from a race of 
Indian fakirs, and he, too, proclaims 
himself a Messiah. But he is not as 
cruel as Dowie. He does not want to 
annihilate a whole people to settle the 
issue. With merciful feeling that puts 
the Chicago man to shame he pro- 
poses that each enter upon a season of 
prayer, that upon their bended knees 
they shall pray each for the annithila- 
tion of the other. Who so survives. 
if the other shall perish, will be easily 
and naturally removed from the field. 
The other will as easily and naturally 
fall heir tg the following of the mis- 
guided one. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is 
playing for big stakes, for it is com- 
mon report that Dowie has a rich bana 
account and much real estate, the re- 
sult of years of frugal labors in the 
vineyard as a Messiah. It is a busi- 
ness that has paid in Chicago. 

Seemingly the East Indian has the 
better of the argument thus far. At 


‘least, those who do not want to see 


the indiscriminate slaughter of all the 


‘it would be sacreligious if any one else 


believed that the pretensions of the 
rival “Meassiahs” amounted to any- 
thing. Dowle, who has openly pro- 
feased to have the power of withering 
with his curse and healing with his 
Lieesing, and who has turned the cre 
duidy cf bis people to good. account, 
should not miss this opportunity to 
prove what he can readily do. There 
is the chance that Mirza Ghulam Ah- 
mad, who is a simple man and wears 
seant raiment, may contract a severe 
case of rheumatism from kneeling on 
the bare ground: and if the disease 
should prove fatal what wouldn't it 
be worth to Dowle as advertising! 


ARTICLE I0 - LEAD DAILY CALL 


LEAD DAILY CALL 


May 16, 1903—Lead, South Dakota, USA 


CHALLENGE TO DUEL OF PRAYER. 


Alexander Dowie has found a foe-man wor- 
thy of his steel. The Chicago prophet recently 
predicted that in the fullness of time his cult 
would spread over all the earth, and that in 
that time all those of the Mohammedan faith 
would be annihilated as being hateful in the 
sight of the Lord. Why Dowie chose thus to 
pick upon the followers of that other prophet 
is not recorded. But his temerity has marked 
him for the test. He has been challenged to 
fight a duel to demonstrate which is right. 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the self-consti- 
tuted champion of the Mohammedans. He 
comes from a race of Indian fakirs, and he, too, 
proclaims himself a Messiah. But he is not as 
cruel as Dowie. He does not want to annihilate 
a whole people to settle the issue. With merci- 
ful feeling that puts the Chicago man to shame 
he proposes that each enter upon a season of 
prayer, that upon their bended knees they shall 
pray each for the annihilation of the other. 
Who so survives, if the other shall perish, will 
be easily and naturally removed from the field. 
The other will as easily and naturally fall heir 
to the following of the misguided one. Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad is playing for big stakes, for it 


is common report that Dowie has a rich bank 
account and much real estate, the result of years 
of frugal labors in the vineyard as a Messiah. It 
is a business that has paid in Chicago. 

Seemingly the East Indian has the better of 
the argument thus far. At least, those who do 
not want to see the indiscriminate slaughter of 
all the adherents of a faith will prefer the plan 
of Ahmad to the prediction of Dowie. The 
whole thing would seem ridiculous if it were 
not for the terrible earnestness of the followers 
of both; it would be sacreligious [sic] ifany one 
else believed that the pretensions of the rival 
“Messiahs” amounted to anything. Dowie, 
who has openly professed to have the power of 
withering with his curse and healing with his 
blessing, and who has turned the credulity of 
his people to good account, should not miss 
this opportunity to prove what he can readily 
do. There is the chance that Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, who is a simple man and wears scant 
raiment, may contract a severe case of rheuma- 
tism from kneeling on the bare ground; and if 
the disease should prove fatal what wouldn't it 
be worth to Dowie as advertising! 


81 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


THE VICKSBURG HERALD. 


NUMBER 143 
ObUME XXXX VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI, TUESDAY, MORNING, JUNE 16, 


)DUEL TO THE DEATH—WEAPONS [| 
' SHALL BE PRAYER. ' 
| Chicago, June 24.—Elijah Dowle has 
| been challenged to a praying duel to the 
j death, The challenger i¢ Mirza Ghulam 
;Ahmad of Quadam, Punjab, India, i i 

“Come thou, O. self-styled prophet, , 
}}o # duel," says Mirza in bie “defy” | | 
} “The weapons shall be prayer, Let us 
| kneel on our knees tm the dust of the 
;farth, you and I together, and petition 
}the Almighty that of us two whoever 
i i@ the ar shall perieh first,” | i 
Elijah has not a@epted the challenge. | | 
| OUE neither has he dectined. It may be! | 
; that he thinks, as the challenged party, | 
} he ought to have the choice of weap- | 
pons, and will demand that vitupera- } j 
| tion be employed, the one whe can call 
i the other the most bed names to be 
ithe winner. However that may . be, 
) Elijah cannot afferd to ignore the chal- 
) lenge. Mirza is no featherweight when 
§ it comes to pretensions. 

The Review of Religions, published 
| in Gurdaspur, India, through which the 
I challenge la istued, says Mirea ja “the 
| promised Mersiah,” sent “for the refor. 
j mation of the world exactly at the time 

fixed by caloulations based on Biblical 
prophecies as the time of the advent of 
the Meseiah.” and he has a following 
of over 109,000 members. rapidly grow- 
ng, 

The teachings of this Messiah kk that 
Christ was a mere mortal, a good man 
without divinity irza Ghulam Ahmad 
further declares: “The proof that Dr 
Dowle furnishes In support of hie ex- 
travagant claims is the very heleht of 
absurdity He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why dia 
nit healing power fail In the came of 


is own beloved daughter, where tt 

howld have been exercised In the bigh- 

eat degree?" 
a oe ee 


nereperane IRD FEISS DE LADO IIS EOE IIT 
Viwrraxever ete < v 


ee 
———— | ; . 9 
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THE VICKSBURG HERALD 


June 16, 1903—Vicksburg, Mississippi, USA 


DUEL TO THE DEATH wEAPONS 
SHALE BE PRAYER: 


CHICAGO, June 23.—Elijah Dowie has 
been challenged to a praying duel to the death. 
The challenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Quadam [sic—Qadian], Punjab, India. 

“Come thou, O. self-styled prophet, to a 
duel”, says Mirza in his “defy.” “The weapons 
shall be prayer. Let us kneel on our knees in 
the dust of the earth, you and I together, and 
petition the Almighty that of us two whoever 
is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah has not accepted the challenge, 
but neither has he declined. It may be that he 
thinks, as the challenged party, he ought to 
have the choice of weapons, and will demand 
that vituperation be employed, the one who 
can call the other the most bad names to be 
the winner. However that may be, Elijah can- 
not afford to ignore the challenge. Mirza is no 
featherweight when it comes to pretensions. 


The Review of Religions, published in 
Gurdaspur, India, through which the challenge 
is issued, says Mirza is “the promised Messiah,’ 
sent “for the reformation of the world exactly 
at the time fixed by calculations based on 
Biblical prophecies as the time of the advent 
of the Messiah,” and he has a following of over 
100,000 members, rapidly growing. 

The teachings of this Messiah is that 
Christ was a mere mortal, a good man, with- 
out divinity. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad further 
declares: “The proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes 
in support of his extravagant claims is the very 
height of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did his heal- 
ing power fail in the case of his own beloved 
daughter, where it should have been exercised 


in the highest degree?” 
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VOL. 59, NO, 145, 


ns 


A PROPOSED PRAYER DUEL. 


Mirza Ghulman Ahmad of Quadrian, 


Punjab, India, has challenged Dr. Duwie 
to a duel. The Literary Digest quotes 
the announcement from the Review of 
Religions, Gurdaspur, India. 

The Mohammedan claims to be the 
Messiah, “I am the very Messiah,” he 
says, ““‘the promised one.” He claims a 
following of a hundred thousand and to 
be making converts rapidly. He has no 
faith in the claims of Dowie and would 
compel the imposter to a test. There- 
fore, the challenge to a duel, a duel to 
the death. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad would have each 
side address a prayer to the Almighty 
“that of us two whoever is the liar shall 
perish first.” He has no doubt of the re- 
sult. “If Dr. Dowie has the courage to 
accept this challenge,” he writes, “he will 
thereby open a way for all other Chris- 
tians to the acceptance of truth.” 

Away back in the ages the duel was 
regarded as an appeal to God and the re- 
sult held to be proof of right. In those 


Co  — ________ 


] 


-_—__—_ ee Se 


mt ee 


days deadly weapons were employed in- 
stead of prayer. Decision came forth- 
with. But believers observed that vic- 
tory usually fell to the better fighter and 
confidence in the interference of God in 
behalf of right against might declined. 
Mirza Ghulam Amad might have shown 
greater faith in proposing shotguns at 
ten paces. The protection of the, right- 
eous one would require no greater miracle 
than the prior extinction of the imposter 
in response to prayer. The peppering of 
both might be as true verdict as the es- 
cape of either. The Mohammedan’s chal- 
lenge to a prayer duel may seem bold 
but it might have been bolder. 


ARTICLE 12 - ELMIRA GAZETTE 


ELMIRA GAZETTE 


June 19, 1903—Elmira, New York, USA 


A PROPOSED PRAYER DUEL. 


Mirza Ghulman [sic—Ghulam] Ahmad of 
Quadrian [sic—Qadian], Punjab, India, has 
challenged Dr. Dowie to a duel. The Literary 
Digest quotes the announcement from the 
Review of Religions, Gurdaspur, India. 

The Mohammedan claims to be the 
Messiah, “I am the very Messiah,” he says, 
“the promised one.” He claims a following of 
a hundred thousand and to be making con- 
verts rapidly. He has no faith in the claims of 
Dowie and would compel the imposter to a 
test. Therefore, the challenge to a duel, a duel 
to the death. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad would have each 
side address a prayer to the Almighty “that of 
us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 
He has no doubt of the result, “If Dr. Dowie 
has the courage to accept this challenge,’ he 


writes, “he will thereby open a way for all other 
Christians to the acceptance of truth.” 

Away back in the ages the duel was regarded 
as an appeal to God and the result held to be 
proof of right. In those days deadly weapons 
were employed instead of prayer. Decision came 
forthwith. But believers observed that victory 
usually fell to the better fighter and confidence 
in the interference of God in behalf of right 
against might declined. Mirza Ghulam Amad 
[sic—Ahmad] might have shown greater faith 
in proposing shotguns at ten paces. The pro- 
tection of the righteous one would require no 
greater miracle than the prior extinction of the 
imposter in response to prayer. The peppering 
of both might be as true verdict as the escape 
of either. The Mohammedan’s challenge to a 


prayer duel may seem bold but it might have 
been bolder. 


85 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


THE 


LITERARY DIGEST 


Vol. XXVI., No. 


RIVAL MESSIAHS IN A PROPOSED PRAYER 


DUEL. 
M'**4 GUCLAM AIIMAD, of Qadian 
l “the pro eu Messiah,” w 
ever bis ows Sntttiag an n« Ie 
comity, ty ad ihe weapon beg | a 
petition the Almighty t 
whoever the rf May perish o 
The person who issues chia challenge, 
according to / Rev ‘ Ae Nes 
(Gunlaspur, Isis), -i bo baead 
Messiah” sent or the reformation of 
the work! exactly at the tine 


calculations based on biblical pr 


as the time of the advent of 1 

fiah,” and he has a following of over a 
hundred asand members raplally 
growing.” The teaching of this Messiah 
is that Christ was a mere mortal, a gocl 
man, without divinity Mirza Ghalam 


Ahmad further declares in the o 


Teady pamed ; 


“Dr, Dowie should farther bear in mind 
that this challenge does pot procee:! from 
anordinary Mohammedan, I am the very 


Messiah, the promised one, for whom he 
is so anxiously waiting 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference 
is this, that Dov 
of the Messiah w 
years, while I give him the glad tilings 
that the Messiah has already « 
I am that Nessiah, and A)lmiy! 


Between Dr. 


Ws the appearance 


¢ next twenty-tive 


peared. 
y God 


has shown numerous signs from earth as 
well as from hearen in my support. My 
following, which already c 


aims a 


ne 


dred thousand souls, is making a rapid 
progress. The proof that Dr. Dowie f 
nishes in support of his extravagant 
claims is the very height of absurdity 
He claims to have healed hundreds of 
sick men. Bat why did his 
power fail in the case of his awn beloved 

daughter, where it should have been exercised im the highest 
degree?" 


healing- 


John Alexander Dowie, writes the Messiah, “claims to have 
been sent by the son of Mary in his capacity of Godhead, that as 
his apostle he may draw the whole world to a belief in the 
despicable dogma of his divinity The 
coeds: 


Ind 


claimant pro- 


“Whether the God of Mohammedans or the God of Dowie is 
the true God may be settled without the loss of millions of lives 
Which Dr, Dowie's prediction would involve t method is 
that, without threatening the Mohatmnpec in general 
with destruction, he should choose me ak his opponent and pray 
ta God that of us two whoever isthe liar may perish first. I look 
upon the son of Mary as a weak nan being, 10 I recognize 
him as a prophet of God, while Dr, Dowie takes him for the Lord 
of Universe. Which of us is right, is the real point at issue. If 
Dr. Dowie is certain of the divinity of the son of Mary, he should 
publish the proposed p th the signatures of at least one 
thotisand men affix 1 receiving it, I should address 
the same prayer to Almighty G sh it with the signa- 
tures of the same number of wi If Dr. Dowie has the 
courage to accept this c he will thereby open a way for 
all other Christians to tl: ith In making this 
proposal, | have not taken the initiative, but the jealous God has 
inspired me upon Dr. Dowie’s presumptuous prediction that all 
Mohar medans shall perish,” 


pubtie 


allenge 


# acceptance of t 


“An important discovery regarding Jesus Christ" has been 
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MIRZA GUULAM AlMAD. 


He has challenged Dr, Dowie to a prayer duel to 
Ube death. 


soo 
maile Wy the f vere of the oh: M inh, as we pegal in 
the Jed livation alrewdy nation Phis cisexre is tha 
J t the « * but war tken down alive 
n _ math Ma a ' iv 
vat! el to a em Wa Elis tea i 
in b the Klun Var Stewet at v1 
Onor antbority opines inevontrovertible testi- 
mony afforded by the womb bts lckedl 
is it le by the unanioe orul testinwn y 
of bondreds of thousauds of men, and by 
the written evidence of ent docu 


ments, becomes in our opinion too strong 


ta be resisted by the most determined of 


skeptics. ” 


TRANSFORMATION OF THE 
QUAKER, 


UVAKERS, “the 
Friends,” hare 


changed by time, according to Edward 


people called 


been greatly 
Gardner, himself n Quaker, who writes 


in The slerioun Friend (Philadelphia) 


This transformation, according to bl, 


is one of the significant religious phe- 


nomena of the day, and it should not be 


overlouked by those whe would und 


or 


stand the moral forces now at work in 
this republic. A great future is predicted 


for the transforming movement fe will 
be an aggressive church, not a pussive 
“its 


© as well as preser 


will be cop. 
" Ile 
gives the following details of the Quaker's 


one,” he work 


SAYS, 


iy 


struc 


trunsformation 


“For a century or more, Friends were 
known by their peculiar dress. At length 
it was discovered that simplicity of dress 
did pot mean uniformity, and that the cut 
of the coat or the shape of the bonnet did 
not add to the spiritual life of the wearer 
The Quaker of to«lay is not known by his 
dress; if he dresses with taste, bat not 
with extravagance, be is, no doubt, conforming more nearly to 
the spirit of carly Quakerism than dit his predecessor of a hun« 
dred years ago. George Fox bimeelf, ft is anid, bought his wife 
a red mantle, and William Penn's dress did pot at all conform 
to the Quaker ideal of a later period, 

“Music, painting, and literature are now taking their rightful 
Place among Friends, Congregational singing is recognized as 
being a part of tree worship, and in many places instrumental 

nuste is also made a part of the devotional service. 

“In the Quaker home of a century ago the sweet influence of 
song wasunknown, The Bible and the writings of early Friends 
were the only books; no pictures adorned the walls, and Puritan 
austerity was the rule of life, In the Quaker hame of to-day we 
find music, paintings, and an avandance of books; means of 
recreation abound, and a daily pap has become almost a 
necessity.” 


lacked somewhat in grace,” thinks 


The Quaker home of tou 


d we are quoting, “in kindly sympathy, and in a broad 


life,” “sternness” may have “repelled some,” 


view of 
But there is 
tess of these faults 


Quaker 


reavon to think that the Quaker home of tyoo has 


We read further: 


“Closer interdenominational fellowship has become very prom 
Inent withia the t few ars, Itis very to koow 
that the Friends bave entered heartily into the spiric of it, ‘This 
agreement on the essentinis of Christianity and hearty coonera- 
tion in active work gives great encouragement for the future. 
The sharp contrast between “sof the church-mem- 
bers of one ¢ mination toward those of other denominations in 


the bitterne: 


ARTICLE I3 - THE LITERARY DIGEST 


THE LITERARY DIGEST 


June 21, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


IRZA GHULAM AHMAD 

of Qadian, Punjab, India, is 
“the promised Messiah,” according to 
statements made over his own signa- 
ture. He has challenged Dr. Dowie, 
of this country, to a duel, the weapon 
being prayer and each side to petition 
the Almighty “that of us two whoever 
is the liar may perish first.” The person 
who issues this challenge, according to 
The Review of Religions (Gurdaspur, 
India), is “the Promised Messiah” 
sent “for the reformation of the world 
exactly at the time fixed by calculations 
based on biblical prophecies as the 
time of the advent of the Messiah,’ and 
he has a following of over a hundred 
thousand members, “rapidly grow- 
ing.” The teaching of this Messiah is 
that Christ was a mere mortal, a good 
man, without divinity. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad further declares in the organ 
already named: 

“Dr. Dowie should further bear in 
mind that this challenge does not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he is so anxiously wait- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowie’‘s position and 
mine the difference is this, that Dowie 


fixes the appearance of the Messiah 
within the next twenty-five years, 
while I give him the glad tidings that 
the Messiah has already appeared. Iam 
that Messiah, and Almighty God has 
shown numerous signs from earth as 
well as from heaven in my support. My 
following, which already claims a hun- 
dred thousand souls, is making a rapid 
progress. The proof that Dr. Dowie 
furnishes in support of his extravagant 
claims is the very height of absurdity. 
He claims to have healed hundreds 
of sick men. But why did his heal- 
ing power fail in the case of his own 
beloved daughter, where it should have 
been exercised in the highest degree?” 

John Alexander Dowie, writes the 
Messiah, “claims to have been sent 
by the son of Mary in his capacity of 
Godhead, that as his apostle he may 
draw the whole world to a belief in the 
despicable dogma of his divinity.” The 
Indian claimant proceeds: 

“Whether the God of 
Mohammedans or the God of Dowie 
is the true God may be settled without 
the loss of millions of lives which Dr. 
Dowie’s prediction would involve. That 
method is that, without threatening 
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the Mohammedan public in general with 
destruction, he should choose me as his oppo- 
nent and pray to God that of us two whoever 
is the liar may perish first. I look upon the son 
of Mary as a weak human being, altho I recog- 
nize him as a prophet of God, while Dr. Dowie 
takes him for the Lord of Universe. Which of 
us is right, is the real point at issue. If Dr. Dowie 
is certain of the divinity of the son of Mary, he 
should publish the proposed prayer with the 
signatures of at least one thousand men affixed 
to it. Upon receiving it, I should address the 
same prayer to Almighty God and publish it 
with the signatures of the same number of wit- 
nesses. If Dr. Dowie has the courage to accept 
this challenge, he will thereby open a way for 
all other Christians to the acceptance of truth. 
In making this proposal, I have not taken the 
initiative, but the jealous God has inspired me 


upon Dr. Dowie’s presumptuous prediction 
that all Mohammedans shall perish.” 

“An important discovery regarding Jesus 
Christ” has been made by the followers of the 
challenging Messiah, as we read in the Indian 
publication already named. This discovery is 
that “Jesus did not die upon the cross,’ but was 
“taken down alive and senseless.” Subsequently 
the son of Mary “recovered, traveled eastward, 
and lived up to a good old age.” His tomb, it is 
also stated, is “situated in the Khan Yar Street 
at Srinagar, Cashmere.” Our authority opines 
: “The incontrovertible testimony afforded by 
the tomb itself, backed as it is by the unani- 
mous oral testimony of hundreds of thousands 
of men, and by the written evidence of ancient 
documents, becomes in our opinion too strong 
to be resisted by the most determined of 
skeptics.” 


VOLUME CLY.-—NO. 150, 


Alexandria G 


——__—_ 

A CHALLENGE To Dowrm,—EFlijah 
Dowie has been chidllenged to a curious 
contest. The challenger is Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, of Quidian, Punjaub, India, 
“Come, thou, O self-styled prophet,’” 
says Mirza in his ‘defi.’ ‘Let us kneel 
on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Al- 
inighty that of us.two whoever is the liar 
shall perish first.’”’ Elijah bas not ac- 
cepted the challenge, but neither has he 
declined it. He cannot afford to ignore 
it. The Review of Religions, published 
in Gurdaspur, India, through which the 
challenge is issued, says that Mirza is 
“the promised Messiah’? sent ‘for the 
reformation of the world exactly at the 
tine fixed by calculations based on bibli- 
cal prophecies as the time of the advent 
of the Messiah,” and he has a following 
of over 100,000 members, “rapidly grow- 
ing”? Mirza Ghulam Abad declares : 
“The proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in 
support of his extravagant claims is the 
very height of absurdity, He claims to 
have healed hundreds of sick men. But 
why did his healing power fail in the case 
of his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the high- 
est degree ?”” 


ARTICLE 14 - ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE 


eenda0g 7 GUSTY 
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ALEXANDRIA, VA. WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 24, 1903. 


ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE 


June 24, 1903—Alexandria, Virginia, USA 


A CHALLENGE TO DOWIE—Elijah Dowie 
has been challenged to a curious contest. The 
challenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Quidian 
[sic—Qadian], Punjaub [sic—Punjab], India. 
“Come, thou, O self-styled prophet,” says Mirza in 
his “defi.” “Let us kneel on our knees in the dust 
of the earth, you and I together, and petition the 
Almighty that of us two whoever is the liar shall 
perish first.” Elijah has not accepted the challenge, 
but neither has he declined it. He cannot afford 
to ignore it. The Review of Religions, published in 
Gurdaspur, India, through which the challenge is 


issued, says that Mirza is “the promised Messiah” 
sent “for the reformation of the world exactly at the 
time fixed by calculations based on biblical proph- 
ecies as the time of the advent of the Messiah,’ and 
he has a following of over 100,000 members, “rap- 
idly growing.” Mirza Ghulam Ahmad declares: 
“The proof the Dr. Dowie furnishes in support of 
his extravagant claims is the very height of absurd- 
ity. He claims to have healed hundreds of sick men. 
But why did his healing power fail in the case of his 
own beloved daughter, where it should have been 
exercised in the highest degree?” 
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s- Marrisburg OSES Telegraph, ===. 


Weather: Cloudy Last Edition 


DOWIE CHALLENGED TO PRAY 


Buddhist Asks Him to Kneel With Him 
and see Who is Telling the Trath 

Chicago, June 24.—Elijah Dowie 
has been challenged to a praying duel, 
The challenger is Mirza Chulam Ah- 
mad, a Buddhist of Quadian, Punjab, 
India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, 
to a duel,” says Mirza in his letter. | 
“The weapons shall be prayer. Let 
us kneel on our knees in the dust of 
the earth, you and I together, and 
petition the Almighty that of us two | 
jw hoever is the liar shall perish first.’ 

Dowie has not accepted the chal- 


lenge. 


LS 
ee 
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ARTICLE I5 - HARRISBURG TELEGRAPH 


HARRISBURG TELEGRAPH 


June 24, 1903—Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, USA 


DOWIE CHALLENGED TO PRAY 


Buddhist Asks Him to Kneel With Him and see 
Who is Telling the Truth 


Chicago, June 24.—Elijah Dowie has been chal- 
lenged to a praying duel. The challenger is Mirza 
Chulam [sic—Ghulam] Ahmad, a Buddhist of 
Quadian [sic—Qadian], Punjab, India. 

“Come, thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel,” 
says Mirza in his letter. “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Almighty that 
of us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Dowie has not accepted the challenge. 
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VEKLY ESTABLISHED 1865 : ‘ ; __DAILY ESTABLISHED1H74 


Him toa Novel Test of 
‘Faith, 4 


| RAOH 1) SAY THE GAkE PRATH 


. 


Which Calls on the Creator to Mi 
the Liar at Once aud ‘ 
~ Instanter, a 


Chicago, June 24—Jobn Alexandd 
Dowle bas Deen challenge to a pray 
ing duel to the death, The challenge 
ie Miren Ghulam Ahwad, of Quadiag 
Punjacb, India. “Come thou, O self 
styled prophet, toa duel,” eye Mira 
in Lile “dea.” “The weapons ehall & 
proyer. Lat us kneel on our knog 
tm the dust of the earth, you and I te 
gether, and petition the Almighty tha 
of os two whoever ta the ilar shal 
Perish first" Dowtt Tis not ney 
ed the chullenge. but” naps firs 
declined it, Perhaps tn the calm 
Ben Mac Dhul, among the Michiget 
peaches, he ts formulating « reply, 

Pretensions of Mirsea Ghulam Ahmad, 
” Perhaps be-will treat the challengt 
With scorn, and tell Miran Ghulan 
Abmad to go and get a reputatiog 
However that may be, Mirea te m 
featherweight when it comes to pre 
tensions, The Review of Religious 
Published in Gurdaspur, Endia, throug! 
which the challenge is ineued, say 
Mirza ts “the Promised Messiah” seq 
“for the reformation of the world ex 
actly at the time fixed by calculation 
based om Biblical prophecies as (hy 
time ef the advent of the Meselah! 
and he has @ following of over a hap 
dred thonmend mémbers, "rapidly grow 
ing.” The teaching of this Meental 
ja that Christ was mero mortal, 4 
good man, wifhoyt atvinity. 

Cinime Te Be the Messiah, 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmed further de 
clares, according to The Literary Dt 
geet: “Dr. Dowte should further beaj 
in mind that thie challenge dows no 
proceed frot an ordinary Moham 
medan. I asm the very Messiah, th 
peomiend one, for whom be ts @ 
antionsly walting Neotween ™ 
Dowle's position and mine the diffes 
ence fs (its, that Dowle Ores the ap 
pearance of the Messiah within th 
beat twenty-five years, while I gin 
bi the glad tidings thet the Meestal 
hos already appeared, { am that Mee 
tab, and Almighty God hes show! 
wemercus signe from earth as well aj 
from heaven in my support. My fob 
lowing, which already claims a ben 
dred thouseod souls, is making a rag 
id progress.” 
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ARTICLE 16 - MATTOON DAILY JOURNAL 


MATTOON DAILY JOURNAL 


June 24, 1903—Mattoon, Illinois, USA 


DOWIE IS CHALLENGED 


East Indian Mohammedan Invites 
Him to a Novel Test of Faith. 
EACH TO SAY THE SAME PRAYER 
Which Calls on the Creator to Kill 


The Liar at Once and Instanter. 


Chicago, June 24.—John Alexander Dowie 
has been challenge[d] to a praying duel to the 
death. The challenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
of Quadian, Punjaub, India. “Come thou, O 
self-styled prophet, to a duel, says Mirza in 
his “defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. Let us 
kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, you 
and I together, and petition the Almighty that 
of us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 
Dowie has not accepted the challenge, but nei- 
ther has he declined it. Perhaps, in the calm of 
Ben Mac Dhul, among the Michigan peaches, 
he is formulating a reply. 


Pretensions of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 


Perhaps he will treat the challenge with scorn, 
and tell Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to go and get 
a reputation. However that may be, Mirza is 
no featherweight when it comes to preten- 
sions. The Review of Religions, published in 
Gurdaspur, India, through which the challenge 
is issued, says Mirza is “the Promised Messiah” 


sent “for the reformation of the world exactly 


at the time fixed by calculations based on 
Biblical prophecies as the time of the advent of 
the Messiah,’ and he has a following of over a 
hundred thousand members, “rapidly growing.” 
The teaching of this Messiah is that Christ was a 
mere mortal, a good man, without divinity. 


Claims To Be the Messiah. 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad further declares, accord- 
ing to The Literary Digest: “Dr. Dowie should 
further bear in mind that this challenge does 
not proceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
I am the very Messiah, the promised one, for 
whom he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference is this, 
that Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah 
within the next twenty-five years, while I 
give him the glad tidings that the Messiah 
has already appeared. I am that Messiah, and 
Almighty God has shown numerous signs from 
earth as well as from heaven in my support. My 
following which already claims a hundred thou- 
sand souls, is making a rapid progress.” 
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VOL, 25. NO. 277. MOLINE, ILLINOIS, WEDNESDAY EVENING, JU TEN CENTS A WEEK 


DISPATCH. 


CHALLENGES DOWIE 
| TOATEST OF FAITH 


East indian Mohammedan invites the 
Chicage Elijah te Partizipation 

i im Duel to Determine the 

! Morte of Creed. 


|EACH TO MAKE SAME PLEA 


haa Calis on the Creator to Kill 
tnatanter the Man Whe is Ke 
pousing False Creed. 


Chimgo. Jane M—Jolin Alexnader 
Trewle hus been challenge ta a pray 
ing Guet to the death. The challenger 
fe Mirena Gholam Almed, cf Quadiun,|' 
Punjant, Indin. “Come thou, O self- 
styled prophet, to a duel,” eyes Mirza 
in Bie “de” “The weapons aball be 
prayer. Let us knecl on our Eneos 
in the dwet of the earth, you amd I to- 
eetber, and petitien the Almichty that 
of us two wheerer is the Har shall 
perish first.” Dowie bas uot accept 
ed the challenge, tut neither bas be 
dectined it. Perhaps, in the calm of 
Hee Mae Dhul, amemg the Michigan 
peaches, be te formelating a reply. 

Precessions of Miron Gthutem Aleeed. 

Terhy be will treat the challenge 
with scern, and tell Mina Ghulam 
Alymad te go and get a reputation. 
However thet may be, Mires is po 
featherweight when it comes to pre 
tensions. The Review eof Eelighons, 
published in Gardaspar, India, throug 
| which the challenge is eued, mys 
Mirza le “the Promised Messiah™ seat 
“for the reformution of the world ex | 
actly at the Umee Gaed by calculations 
baeed om Viblical propliceics as ny | 

j 


time of the advent of the Messinb.” 
aed be has a following of ever @ hun: | 
@red thoeqed members, ‘rapidly gror- 
tng.” The teaching of this Messiah 
ia thet Chriet wan » mere mortal, ao 
Qeod meen, witeeaut divinity. 
Claims To He the Messiah, 

| Mirza Ghulim Abmad further de 
| clares, according to The Literary Di- 
weet; “Dr. Dowle should ferther bear 
in Mind that this challenge does not 
preceet from an ordinary Moham- 
tardan. I um the very Messiah, the 
peortiwed ome, for whom be ie so 
aniioesty walting _Betwoen Dr. 
Dow'te’s postrion and mine the differ. 
enee is this, that Dewle Qiew the ap 
Pearance of the Messiah within the 
fext twenty-five years, while T give 
him the shed tidings that ihe Messiah 
best already appearcd. J am that Mes 
slik, umd Alinisty God bas shown 
uusneTous Signe from earth as well as 
from heaves in my sippert 
lowles, whie® already claim 
Greil thousned sols i siaking a rap: 
id progress” 


CALLED A “OESPICAULE DoomA™ 


Mires Was Ne tee Gor the Otvimity ithe 
Challenge ty Dowte 
Join Alexanter Dowle, writes the 
Meosiah, “elaine te hawe been sewt by 
the won of Miury In like cuyeselty of God 
head, that a4 Bis apostle be may draw 
the whole world to a belief im ihe de 
epicable dogma ef hix dicinity.” The 
Continuea en Page Hight 
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ARTICLE 17 - MOLINE DAILY DISPATCH 


MOLINE DAILY DISPATCH 


June 24, 1903 —Moline, Illinois, USA 


CHALEENGES DOW TIE 
TOU Dyes TE OF PAtth 


East Indian Mohammedan Invites the 
Chicago Elijah to Participation in Duel to Determine the Merits of Creed. 
EACH TO MAKE SAME PLEA 
Which Calls on the Creator to Kill 
Instanter the Man Who Is Espousing False Creed. 


Chicago, June 24.—John Alexander Dowie has been 
challenge[d] to a praying duel to the death. The chal- 
lenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Quadian, Punjaub, 
India. “Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel,” 
says Mirza in his “defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, you 
and I together, and petition the Almighty that of us 
two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” Dowie has 
not accepted the challenge, but neither has he declined 
it. Perhaps, in the calm of Ben Mac Dhul, among the 
Michigan peaches, he is formulating a reply. 


Pretensions of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
Perhaps he will treat the challenge with scorn, and 
tell Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to go and get a reputation. 
However that may be, Mirza is no featherweight when 
it comes to pretensions. The Review of Religions, pub- 
lished in Gurdaspur, India, through which the chal- 
lenge is issued, says Mirza is “the Promised Messiah” 
sent “for the reformation of the world exactly at the 
time fixed by calculations based on Biblical prophe- 
cies as the time of the advent of the Messiah,’ and he 
has a following of over a hundred thousand members, 
“rapidly growing.” The teaching of this Messiah is 
that Christ was a mere mortal, a good man, without 
divinity. 


Claims To Be the Messiah, 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad further declares, according to 
The Literary Digest: “Dr. Dowie should further bear 
in mind that this challenge does not proceed from an 
ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very Messiah, the 
promised one, for whom he is so anxiously waiting. 
Between Dr. Dowie’s position and mine the difference 
is this, that Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah 
within the next twenty-five years, while I give him the 
glad tidings that the Messiah has already appeared. 
I am that Messiah, and Almighty God has shown 
numerous signs from earth as well as from heaven in 
my support. My following, which already claims a 
hundred thousand souls, is making a rapid progress.” 


CALLED A “DESPICABLE DOGMA” 
Mirza Has No Use for the Divinity— His Challenge 
to Dowie 
John Alexander Dowie, writes the Messiah, “claims to 
have been sent by the son of Mary in his capacity of 
Godhead, thatashis apostle he may drawthewhole world 
to a belief in the despicable dogma of his divinity.” The 


Continued on Page Eight 


95 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


96 


CHALLENGES DOWIE 
TO ATEST OF FAT 


Continued from Pege One 


indion claimant preeeedse: “Whether 
the (od of Mohammedoans or the God 
of Dowie is the true God may be set- 
the without the lows of millions of 
lives which Dr. Dowle’s prediction 
wouk! involve. That method i that, 
without threatening the Motiammedan 
public in general with destruction, he 
shouk! choose me as his opponent and 
pray to God that of us two who is the 
Mar may perieh trst, 

“I look upon the son of Mary as a 
weak human being; although I recog- 
nize him as a prophet of God, while 
Dr. Dowie toke« him for the Lord of 
universes Whieh of ae le right. ie the 
real point at issue. If Dr. Dowle is cer- 
tain of the divinity of the son of Mary, 
be should publish the proposed prayer 
withthe signatere of at least 1,000 men 
affixed to it. Upon receiving It, I should 
address the same prayer to Almighty 
God and publish it with the slenmatures 
of the same number of witnesses. 

“Lf Dr. Dowte hus the courage to aw 
eept this challenge, he will thereby 
open a way for all other Christians to 
the acceptance of truth In making 
this propesal I have not taken the in- 
itiative, bat the jealous God has tn- 
spired meepon Dr. Dowle’s presumptu- 
ous prediction that all Mohammedans 
shall perish.” 

“An important discovery regarding 
Jesus Clirist” bas been made by the 
followers of the challenging Messiah, 
according to the Indian publication al- 
ready named This discovery is that 
“Jesus did not die upon the cross,” 
but was “taken down alive and sense 
less.” Subsequently the son of Marr 
“recovered, traveled eastward, and 
lived up to a good old age.” His tomb, 
ft is alxe stated, ix “situated in the 
Khan Yar street at Srinuger, Cash- 
mere.” 

‘This authority opines: “The incontro- 
Vertible testimony afforded by the tomb 
itself, backed as it is by the unant- 
mous oral testimony of hundreds of 
thousands of men, aml by the written 
evidence of ancient documents, becomes 
in our opiaton too strong to be resisted 
by the most determined of skeptics." 


ARTICLE 17 - MOLINE DAILY DISPATCH 


CHALLENGES DOWIE 
TOUxX TASTE OF FAITE 


Continued from Page One. 


Indian claimant proceeds: “Whether the God 
of Mohammedans or the God of Dowie is the 
true God may be settled without the loss of 
millions of lives which Dr. Dowie’s prediction 
would involve. The method is that, without 
threatening the Mohammedan public in gen- 
eral with destruction, he should choose me as 
his opponent and pray to God that of us two 
who is the liar may perish first. 

“T look upon the son of Mary as a weak 
human being: although I recognize him as a 
prophet of God, while Dr. Dowie takes him 
for the Lord of universe. Which of us is right, 
is the real point at issue. If Dr. Dowie is certain 
of the divinity of the son of Mary, he should 
publish the proposed prayer with the signa- 
ture of at least 1.000 men affixed to it. Upon 
receiving it, I should address the same prayer 
to Almighty God and publish it with the sig- 
natures of the same number of witnesses. 

“If Dr. Dowie has the courage to accept 
this challenge; he will thereby open a way for 


all other Christians to the acceptance of truth. 
In making this proposal I have not taken the 
initiative, but the jealous God has inspired me 
upon Dr. Dowie’s presumptuous prediction 
that all Mohammedans shall perish.” 

“An important discovery regarding Jesus 
Christ” has been made by the followers of the 
challenging Messiah, according to the Indian 
publication already named. This discovery is 
that “Jesus did not die upon the cross,” but was 
taken down alive and senseless.” Subsequently 
the son of Mary “recovered, traveled eastward, 
and lived up to a good old age.” His tomb, it is 
also stated, is “situated in the Khan Yar street at 
Srinagar, Cashmere.” 

This authority opines: “The incontrovert- 
ible testimony afforded by the tomb itself, 
backed as it is by the unanimous oral testi- 
mony of hundreds of thousands of men, and 
by the written evidence of ancient documents, 
becomes in our opinion too strong to be 
resisted by the most determined of skeptics.” 
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ROCK ISLAND 


rc 
VOL. LI. NO, 211. 


CHALLENGE DOWIE 


East Indian Mohammedan Invites 
Him to a Novel Test of 
Faith. 


EACH TO SAY THE SAME "PRAYER 


Which Calls on the Creator to Kil) 
the Liar at Once and 
Instanter. 


Chicago, June 24.—John Alexander 
Dowie has been challenge to a pray- 
ing duel to the death. The challenger 
is Mirza Ghulam Abmad, of Quadian, 
Punjaub, India. “Come thou, O self- 
styied prophet, to a duel,” says Mirza 
in his “‘*defi_"’ “The wenpons shall be 
prayer. Let us kneel on our knees 
in the dust of the earth, you and I to- 
gether, and petition the Almighty that 
ef us two whoever is the liar shall 
perish first." Dowtle has not accept- 
ed the challenge, but neither has he 
declined it. Perhaps, in the calm of 
Ben Mac Dhui, among the Michigan 
peaches, he is formulating a reply. 


ROCK ISLAND, ILL., WEDNESDAY, JUNE w4, 1903, 


ARGUS. 


NSS SEES ———— = 


PRIOR TWO CENTS. 


Pretensions of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

Perhups he will trent the challenge 
with scorn, and tell Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad to go and get a reputation. 
However that may be, Mirza is no/} 
featherweight when it comes to pre- 
tensions. The Review of HKeligious, 
published in Gurdaspur, India, through 
which the challenge is issued, says 
Mirza is “the Promised Messiah” sent} 
“for the reformation of the world ex- 
actly at the time fixed by calculations 
based on HEiblical prophecies as he 
time of the advent of the Messiah,” 
and he has a following of over a bhun- 
dred thousand members, “rapidly grow- 
ing.** The teaching of this Messiah 
is that Christ was a mere mortal, a 
good man, witnout divinity. 


ARTICLE 18 - ROCK ISLAND ARGUS 


ROCK ISLAND ARGUS 


June 24, 1903—Rock Island, Illinois, USA 


CHALLENGE DOWIE 


East Indian Mohammedan Invites 
Him to a Novel Test of 


EACH TO SAY THE SAME PRAYER. 
Which Calls on the Creator to Kill the Liar at Once and Instanter. 


Chicago, June 24.—John Alexander Dowie 
has been challenged to a praying duel to 
the death. The challenger is Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, of Quadian [sic—Qadian], Punjaub 
[sic—Punjab], India. “Come thou, O self- 
styled prophet, to a duel,” says Mirza in his 
“defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. Let us 
kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, you 
and I together and petition the Almighty that 
of us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 
Dowie has not accepted the challenge, but nei- 
ther has he declined it. Perhaps, in the clam of 
Ben Mac Dhul, among the Michigan peaches, 
he is formulating a reply. 


Pretensions of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
Perhaps he will treat the challenge with scorn, 
and tell Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to go and get 
a reputation. However that may be, Mirza is 
no featherweight when it comes to preten- 
sions. The Review of Religions, published in 
Gurdaspur, India, through which the chal- 
lenge is issued, says Mirza is “the Promised 
Messiah” sent “for the reformation of the 
world exactly at the time fixed by calculations 
based on Biblical prophecies as the time of the 
advent of the Messiah,” and he has a following 
of over a hundred thousand members, “rapidly 
growing.” The teachings of this Messiah is that 
Christ was a mere mortal, a good man, without 
divinity. 
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Che Greenville Dnily News. 


GREENVILLE, S. WEDNESDAY MORNLN' 


SEND THEM BOTH TO JAIL 


Chincago, June 23.—Dowie's preten- 
tions as a prophet and a messiah have 
been challenged to a praying duel to 
the death. The challenger is Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmed, of Quadian, Punjau- 
iba, India, “Come, thou 0 prophet to 
a duel,” writes Mirza, “The weapons 
shall be prayers, Let us kneel on our 
knees in the dust, ror See oe gel 
= ees are Almighty tha hw 


— 
pee F wd nov aetggies the chal- 
am the mea- 
eben e's tion and 


fixes the appearance of the Messiah 
within the next prong ars years, I 


peared Ta he Messiah. Y wht 
im to death to settle the ques- 


ARTICLE I9 - THE GREENVILLE DAILY NEWS 


THE GREENVILLE DAILY NEWS 


June 24, 1903— Greenville, South Carolina, USA 


SEND THEM BOTH TO JAIL 


Chincago [sic—Chicago], June 23.—Dowie’s pre- 
tentions as a prophet and a messiah have been 
challenged to a praying duel to the death. The chal- 
lenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, of Quadian [sic— 
Qadian], Punjauba [sic—Punjab], India. “Come, 
thou O prophet to a duel,” writes Mirza. “The weap- 
ons shall be prayers. Let us kneel on our knees in the 
dust, you and I together, and petition the Almighty 
that of us two whoever is a liar shall perish first.” 

Dowie has not accepted the challenge, Mirza says: 
“I am the messiah. Between Dowie’s position and 
mine the difference is this: Dowie fixes the appear- 
ance of the Messiah within the next twenty-five 
years, I declare the Messiah has already appeared. I 
am the Messiah. I will pray him to death to settle the 
question.” 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice ARTICLE 20 - THE POST EXPRESS 


THE POST EXPRESS 


June 24, 1903—Rochester, New York, USA 


Fovel Challenge of nm iHiadeo to ** Klijan 
11L."* Dowtle, 


Chicago, June MN. -Dr. Dowle has been 
challenged to a praying duel to the death 
by Mirza Ghulman Ahmand, of Quadian, 
India. 
“Come thou, O ecif styled prophet to 
A duel,” says Mirza tn his “defn,” 
|. “The weapons shall be prayer. Let us 

kneel on our knees In the dust of the 
carth “and TI together and petition the 
Almight$ that of us two whoever {fs the 
Har shall perish first.” 

Elijah I. haa not accepted the chal- 


lengo. 

Mirza says he Is the promised Messiah 
sent “for the reformation of the world 
exactly at the time fixed by calculations 
based on biblical prophectes. 

“Iam the very Mesainh, the promised 
one, for whom he ia so anxiously walt- 
ing. Between Dr Dowte's position and 
mine the difference is this That Dowle 
fixes the appearance of the Messiah with- 
im the next twenty-five years, while 1 
give him the glad tidings that the Mes 
fiah has alrondy appeared. I om that 
Messiah. I will pray him to death to 
Settle the question.” 

$$ 


Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian 
The Promised Messiah e Mahdi* 
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= = | — The Wasbington Cimes. 


NUMBER oa 
= ER 35 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, ESDAY. JUNE 24, 1903, 


DOWIE CHALLENGED = 
To DUEL OF PRAYER), 


Indian “Messiah” Jealous of the) 
Westerner’s Prestige. 


CHICAGO, June 24.—Dr. Dowle has | 
been challenged to a praying duel to the 
@eath by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Quad- 
fan, Punjab, India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to 
@ duel,” says Mirza in his “defi.” “The 
weapons shall be prayer. Let us kneel 
@m our knees in the dust of the earth, | 
you and 1 together, and petition th-/ 
Almightly that of us two whoever ts | 
the liar shali perish first.” 

Elijeh Ii has not accepted the chal- 
lenge. r | 

Mirza saye he is “the promised Mes-| 
siah” sent “for the reformation of the 
world exactly at the time fixed by cal- 
culations based on the Biblical prophe- 
cies.” 

“Tl am the very Messiah, the prom- 
ised one, for whom he is so anxiously 
waiting. Between Dr. Dowte’s position 
and mine the difference ts this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Mes- 
siah within the next twenty-five years, 
while I give him the glad tidings that 
the Messiah has already appeared. 1! 
am that Messiah. I will pray him (ta 
death to settle the question.” 
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THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


June 24, 1903—Washington D.C., USA 


DOWTE CHALLENGED 
TO DUEW OR PRAYER 


Indian “Messiah” Jealous of the 
Westerner’s Prestige. 


CHICAGO, June 24.—Dr. Dowie has been chal- 
lenged to a praying duel to the death by Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, of Quadian [sic—Qadian], Punjab, 
India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mirza in his “defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Almightly [sic] 
that of us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah II has not accepted the challenge. 

Mirza says he is “the promised Messiah” sent “for 
the reformation of the world exactly at the time fixed 
by calculations based on the Biblical prophecies.” 

“I am the very Messiah, the promised one, for 
whom he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-five years, while I give him the glad 
tidings that the Messiah has already appeared. I am 
that Messiah. I will pray him to death to settle the 


question.” 
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WARSAW DAILY TIMES. 


——<—$_———_—_———— 
ESTABLISHED 1831. 


DOWIEISCHALLENGED) 


East Indian Mohammedan Invites 
: Him to a Novel Test of 
Faith. 


EAOH TO SAY THE SAME "RAYER| 


Which Calls on the Creator to Kit] 
the Liar at Once and 
lnustanter. 


Chicago, June 24.—John Alexander 


Dowie has been challenge to a pray- 


ing duel to the death. The challenger 


is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Quadian, | 


Punjaub, India. “Come thou, O self- 
styied prophet, to a duel,” says Mirza 
in his “deti.” “The weapons shall be 
prayer. Let us kneel on our knees 
in the dust of the earth, you and I to- 
gether, and petition the Almighty that 
of us two whoever is the liar shall 
perish first.” Dowie has not accept- 
ed the challenge, but neither kas he 
declined it. Perhaps, in the calm of 
Ben Mac Dhui, among the Michigan 
peaches, he is formulating a reply. 


WARSAW. INTTANA, WEDYESDAY, JUNE 24. 1903. 


CALLED A “DESPICABLE DOGMA” 


Mirza Has No Use for’ the Divinity—His 
Challenge to Dowie, 

John Alexander Dowie, writes the 
Messiah, “claims to have been sent by 
the son of Mary in his capacity of God- 
head, that as his apostle he may draw 
the whole world. to a belief in the de- 
spicable dogma of his divinity.” The 
Indian claimant proceeds: “Whether 
the God of Mohammedans or the God 
of Dowie is the true God may be set- 
tled without the loss of millions of 
lives which Dr. Dowie’s prediction 
would involve. That method is that, 


,| Without threatening the Mohammedan 
_| public in general with destruction, he 
‘| should choose me as his opponent and 
‘| pray to God that of us two who is the 
‘| Mar may perish first. 


“I look upon the son of Mary as a 


‘| weak human being; although I recog- 


nize him as .a prophet of God, while 
Dir. Dowie takes him for the Lord of 
universe. Which of us is right, is the 
real point at issue, If Dr. Dowle is cer- 
tain of the divinity of the son of Mary, 
he should publish the proposed prayer 
with the signature of at least 1,000 men 
affixed to it. Upon receiving it, I should 
address the same prayer to Almighty 
God and publish it with the signatures 
of the same number of witnesses. 

“If Dr. Dowie has the courage to ac- 
cept this challenge, he will thereby 
open a way for all other Christians to 
the acceptance of truth. In making 
this proposal I have not taken the in- 
itiative, but the jealous God has in- 
spired meupon Dr. Dowie’s presumptu- 
ous prediction that all Mohammedans 
shall perish.” 


ARTICLE 22 - WARSAW DAILY TIMES 


WARSAW DAILY TIMES 


June 24, 1903—Warsaw, Indiana, USA 


Pretensions of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

Perhaps he will treat the challenge 
with scorn, and tell Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad to go and get a reputation. 
However that may be, Mirza is no 
featherweight when it comes to pre- 
tensions. The Review of Religious, 
published in Gurdaspur, India, through 
which the challenge is issued, says 
Mirza is “the Promised Messiah” sent 
“for the reformation of the world ex- 
actly at the time fixed by calculations 
based on Eiblical prophecies as -he 
time .of the advent of the Messiah,” 
and he has a following of over a hun- 
dred thousand members, “rapidly grow- 
ing.” The teaching of this Messiah 
is that Christ was a mere mortal, a 
good man, witnout divinity. 

Claims To Be the Messiah, 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad further de- 
clares, according to The Literary Di- 
gest: “Dr. Dowie should further bear 
in mind that this challenge does not 
proceed from an ordinary Mobam- 
medan. I am the very Messiah, the 
promised one, for whom he is so 
anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the differ- 
ence is this. that Dowie fixes the ap- 
pearance of the Messiah within the 
next twenty-five years, while I give 
him the glad tidings that the Messiah 
has already appeared. I am that Mes- 
siah, and Almighty God has shown 
numerous signs from earth as well as 
from heaven in my support. My fol- 
lowing, which already claims a hun- 
dred thousand souls, is making a rap- 
id progress.” 


“An important discovery regarding 
Jesus Christ” has been made by the 
followers of the challenging Messiah, 
according to the Indian publication al- 
ready named. This discovery is that 
“Jesus did not die upon the cross,” 
but was “taken down alive and sense- 
less.” Subsequently the son of Mary 
“recovered, traveled eastward. and 
lived up to a good old age.” His tomb, 
it is also stated, is “situated in the 
Khan Yar street dt Srinagar, Cash- 
mere.” 

This authority opines: “The incontro- 
vertibletestimony afforded by the tomb 
itself, backed as it is by the unant- 
mous oral testimony of hundreds or 
thousands of men, and by the written 
evidence of ancient documents, becomes 
in our opinion too strong to be resisted 
by the most determined of skeptics.” 
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DOWIE VERSUS GHULAM. 
,>-There-is trauble in faquirdom. Comes 
now the pot and challenges.the kettle 
toa contest In blackness, In others~words, 
comes Mirza Ghulam tAhmad, of Quid- 
fan, Punjaub, India, defying the n-ito-' 
rious Alexander Dowle, of Chicago, to 
u test of genuineness of the respective 
afflatl that move the two. Ghulam 
Kxrows orientally picturesque In wording 
bis defl. and says 

“Come thou, roe self-styled prophet: 
irt ux Kneel on our knees In the dust 
ef the earth, you and I together, and pe- 
tiilon the Almighty that of us two whu- 
ever is the liar shall perish first.*’ 

tt ls up to Dowte. e puissant Ghuljy 
clalimx tu be the promised Messiah: that 
he fuilllly exactly the scriptural requlire- 
ments as to date, pedigree, etc., and he 
als> «lawns to have one Rundred thou- 
sand followers “rapidly growling." Mirza 
Ghulani Ahmad claims also that he tg 
entruste- | with the reformation of the 
wend. Tough job, Mirz, tough job! 
The werll-has mo terrific start of you, 
Deraware has just had a mob, New 
York's prixons eré& filling up with mili- 
lionalres, und thé postal seandal isn't 
half through. Besides, there’s Servin 
and Kuselu and Turkey and the rest of 
these cuthbroeken sinners in.your nearer 
vicinity. © Mirza, aren't you. “up 
ugainet it gvod"? And, even when you 
vuould have pacified the state of Ad- 
dicks, set the New York money arlisto- 
crats streight and civillzed the Euro- 
pean provinces, would not there be still 
Kentucky and St. Louls, to say nothing 
of Chicage'’s automobile burglars? - ; 

And then think what a task you are 
setting for the- avenging angel -In ask- 
ing a quick decision as to which—Mirga | 
Ghulam Abmag or Alexander. Dowle— | 
is THE lar! And that when thetwy pt; 


ee. 


ee FAURSDA TUNES 


Dies 


oN yy if , 
he ba ssplbte? bd i Avant! 


‘theny were ‘knigeelirig: togeth rey “Or these 
knees, in the Aust of thie earth: ani 
‘nishing such a‘ tempting: ‘target os 


forked balt of Hghtying! 2 Fs seu t _ 

No, Mirza, you -dsktaa. muéh! | ¥ ~eow 
have placed Mr, ~-Dowlse in-a& Position 
that would result undoubtedly ff the 
death of both of you, or in your both 


being ignored*by the “Altttighty, whom 
you presumptuousty and ignorantly 


blaspheme. No doubt the latter odurze 

would be adopted, as thert are tog many 

sane, earnest people in the world for the 

Director of the Universe to waste any 

time on elther you ‘or Dowle... 
Scat, Ghulam! 


ARTICLE 23 - BALTIMORE AMERICAN 


BALTIMORE AMERICAN 


June 25, 1903—Baltimore, Maryland, USA 


DOWIE VERSUS GHULAM. 


There is trouble in faquirdom. Comes now 
the pot and challenges the kettle to a contest 
in blackness. In other words, comes Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad of Quidian, Punjaub, India, 
defying the notorious Alexander Dowie, of 
Chicago, to a test of genuineness of the respec- 
tive afflati that move the two. Ghulam grows 
orientally picturesque in wording his defi and 
says: 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet: let us 
kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, you 
and I together, and petition the Almighty that 
of us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

It is up to Dowie. The puissant Ghuly 
claims to be the promised Messiah; that he 
fulfils exactly the scriptural requirements as 
to date, pedigree etc., and he also claims to 
have one hundred thousand followers “rapidly 
growing.” Mirza Ghulam Ahmad claims also 
that he is entrusted with the reformation of the 
world. Tough job, Mirz, tough job! The world 
has a terrific start of you. Delaware has just had 
a mob, New York’s prisons are filling up with 
millionaires, and the postal scandal isn’t half 
through. Besides, there’s Servia and Russia and 
Turkey and the rest of those outbroken sinners 


in your nearer vicinity. O Mirza, aren't you “up 
against it good”? And, even when you should 
have pacified the state of Addicks, set the New 
York money aristocrats straight and civilized 
the European provinces, would not there be 
still Kentucky and St. Louis, to say nothing of 
Chicago’s automobile burglars? 

And then think what a task you are set- 
ting for the avenging angel in asking a quick 
decision as to which—Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
or Alexander Dowie—is THE liar! And that 
when the two of them were kneeling together 
“on their knees in the dust of the earth” and 
furnishing such a tempting target for a forked 
bolt of lightning! 

No, Mirza, you ask too much. You have 
placed Mr. Dowie in a position that would 
result undoubtedly in the death of both of you, 
or in your both being ignored by the Almighty, 
whom you presumptuously and ignorantly 
blaspheme. No doubt the latter course would 
be adopted, as there are too many sane, ear- 
nest people in the world for the Director of 
the Universe to waste any time on either you 
or Dowie. 


Scat, Ghulam! 
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would ata Sire eof whhn tis 


BOSTON DAILY ADVERTISER 


June 25, 1903—Boston, Massachusetts, USA 


Dr. Dowie, Elijah II, has received a challenge to a 
prayer duel by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian 
[sic—Qadian], Punjab, India. If Dr. Ahmad had 
only challenged the second Elijah to pronounce his 
name and address correctly, he would stand a better 
chance of winning with his own choice of weapons. 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice ARTICLE 25 - MORNING TRIBUNE 
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Mirza GuutamM Auman, of India, has 
issued a challenge to ‘‘Eljah’’ Dowie, of 
Chicago, couched in the following stirring 
language: ‘‘Come, thou, O  seli-styled 
prophet. Let us kneel oh our knees in 
the dust of the earth, you and I together, 
and petition the Almighty that of ustwo 
whoever is the liar shall perish first.’’ Up 
to the hour of going to press Dowie had 
not publicly accepted the challenge. 

RES: tell aS 


MORNING TRIBUNE 


June 25, 1903—Altoona, Pennsylvania, USA 


MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD, of India has issued 
a challenge to “Eljah” [sic—Elijah] Dowie, of 
Chicago, couched in the following stirring language: 
“Come, thou, O self-styled prophet. Let us kneel on 
our knees in the dust of the earth, you and I together, 
and petition the Almighty that of us two whoever is 
the liar shall perish first.” Up to the hour of going to 
press Dowie had not publicly accepted the challenge. 
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“Elijah” Dowle has been challenged 


to a praying duel to the death, The 
challenger ts Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of 
| 


Quadian Punjaub, India 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet 
tue,” says Mirza in his “defi.” 
apons aball be prayer Let us 
the dust of the 
ith, you and | togeth and petitios 
t! Almighty that of us two whoever 

the liar shall perish first.” 

* ee « 


+t on our knees in 


Mirza has the reputation of being a 
hot Tommy”"-—-iIn fact “the promised 
ah,” sent “for the reformation of 
work! exactly at the time fixed by 
ealeulations based on bibieal prophe- 
‘les as the time of the advent of the 
Viessiah,” and he has a following o! 
over a hundred thousand members, 
> >. . 

But it's safe to believe that Elijah 
Dowle won't come to the scratch. While 
professing that prayer ia his long suit, 
Elijah has vivid recollections of his 
protracted petitions for rain at Zion a 
few months ago. After he had prayed 
loud and long for several weeks rain 
came to heat the band—rverywhere ex- 
cept In the Immediate vicinity of Zion, 

. * 7 

No, no, “Elijah” won't enter the lists 
in a prayer duel to the finish, but if 
Mirza challenges him for a showing as 
to fnanclering ability the chief fugle- 
man of Zion can win under heavy 
handicap 
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THE MANSFIELD NEWS 


June 25, 1903—Mansfield, Ohio, USA 


“Elijah” Dowie has been challenged to a praying 
duel to the death. The challenger is Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, of the Quadian Punjaub [sic—Qadian 
Punjab], India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mirza in his “defi”. “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Almighty that of 
us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Mirza has the reputation of being a “hot 
Tommy”—in fact “the promised Messiah,’ sent “for 
the reformation of the world exactly at the time fixed 
by calculations based on biblical prophecies as the 
time of the advent of the Messiah, and he has a fol- 
lowing of over a hundred thousand members. 

But it’s safe to believe that Elijah Dowie won't 
come to the scratch. While professing that prayer is 
his long suit, Elijah has vivid recollections of his pro- 
tracted petitions for rain at Zion a few months ago. 
After he had prayed loud and long for several weeks 
rain came to beat the band—everywhere except in 
the immediate vicinity of Zion. 

No, no, “Elijah” won’t enter the lists in a prayer 
duel to the finish, but if Mirza challenges him for a 
showing as to financiering ability the chief fugleman 
of Zion can win under heavy handicap. 


113 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


114 


NDIAN PRIEST CHALLENGES DR. 


7 ALEXANDER DOWIE 
7 TO DUEL. 
Both to Knee! in the Dust and Petition 
the Almighty to Kill One 


That's a Liar. 


Chicago, J 
been cuaueng’* 1 a | 
the death, cae chal 


Ghulam Aimad, of Qua 


India. 

“Come thou, O, seif il prophet 
to a duel,” says Mirza in his “defy 
“The weapon hall bet 
us kneel on our knees | he dust ef 
ihe carth, you and T te Y ond 
tition the Almighty th ‘ , 

yoover is the Har shall lah firet 

Elliah has not ace 1 tt chal 
lenge, but neither has he declined 
it, tt may be that he as t 
challenged part; © ought ¢ 
the choice of weapons ! i 
mand that vituperation eranloved 
the one who can call ‘ r tt 


most bad pn 
Howe 


afford to ignore the challenge. Mirza 


is no featherweight when it cemes to 
pretensions. 

The Review of Relizi 
in Gurdaspur, India, through which 
the challenge Is issued, says Miiza is 
“the promised Messiah,” sent “for 
the reformation of the world exactly 
at the time fixed by calculations based 
on Riblical prophecies at the time 
of the advent of the Messiah,” and he 
has a following of over 100,000 mem- 
bers, rapidly gcrowtag. 

The teaching of this Mess is that 
Christ was a mere mortal a good 
man, Without divinity Mirza Ghu- 
lam Ahmad further declares: “The 
proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in 
support of his extravagant claims Is 
the very height of alsurdity He 
claims to have healed hundr 
men, But why did hisx 
er fail in the ense of hie awn beloved 
daughter, where ft should have been 
exercise] in the highest degree?” 


4, published 
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be Elijah cannot | 
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ARTICLE 27 - PINE BLUFF DAILY GRAPHIC 


PINE BLUFF DAILY GRAPHIC 


June 25, 1903—Pine Bluff, Arkansas, USA 


TOsDEA TLE 


INDIAN PRIEST CHALLENGES DR. 
ALEXANDER DOWIE 
TO DUEL. 


Both to Kneel in the Dust and Petition the Almighty to Kill One That’s a Liar. 


Chicago, June 25.—Elijah Dowie has been 
challenged to a praying duel to the death. 
The challenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of 
Quadian [sic—Qadian], Punjab, India. 

“Come thou, O, self-styled prophet, to a 
duel,” says Mirza in his “defy.” “The weapons 
shall be prayer. Let us kneel on our knees in 
the dust of the earth, you and I together, and 
petition the Almighty that of us two whoever 
is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah has not accepted the challenge, but 
neither has he declined it. It may be that he 
thinks, as the challenged party, he ought to 
have the choice of weapons, and will demand 
that vituperation be employed, the one who 
can call the other the most bad names to be 
the winner. However that may be Elijah can- 
not afford to ignore the challenge. Mirza is no 
featherweight when it comes to pretensions. 


The Review of Religions, published in 
Gurdaspur, India, through which the challenge 
is issued, says Mirza is “the promised Messiah,’ 
sent “for the reformation of the world exactly at 
the time fixed by calculations based on Biblical 
prophecies at [sic—as] the time of the advent 
of the Messiah,” and he has a following of over 
100,000 members, rapidly growing. 

The teaching of this Messiah is that Christ 
was a mere mortal, a good man, without divin- 
ity. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad further declares: 
“The proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in support 
of his extravagant claims is the very height of 
absurdity. He claims to have healed hundreds 
of sick men. But why did his healing power fail 
in the case of his own beloved daughter, where 
it should have been exercised in the highest 


degree?” 
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Mirza. Guulman Ahoiand, of Quadian, 
India, threatens to pany} Prophet Elijah 
Dowle to death, All right} Buch loug range 
nvenesination a6 (bat }s rmisalble. Sal 
rigbt‘in, Mirza. a Vi i 


ARTICLE 28 - DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE 


DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE 


June 25, 1903—Rochester, New York, USA 


Mirza Ghulman Ahmand [sic—Ghulam Ahmad], 
of Quadian [sic—Qadian], India, threatens to pray 
Prophet Elijah Dowie to death. All Right. Such long 
range assassination as that is permissible. Sail right 
in, Mirza. 
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VOL. X, NO. 151. 


The i Sun. 


PADUCAH, KY., THURSDAY,§JUNE 25, 1903. 


NOVEL DUEL. 


DR. DOWIE CHALLENGED TO, a 
PRAYER CONTEST. 


Chicago, June 25—El'jiah Dowie 
has been challenged to 4 praying dve! 
to the death. Tha challenger is 
Mirza Ghulam /,pmad of Quadian, 
Punjab, India. 

Elijah har, not accepted the chal- 
lenge, buy neither has he declined it. 

The Review of Religions, published 
in (yurdaspur, India, through which 
the challenge is issued, says Mirza is 
“*the promised Messiab,"’ sent ‘for the 
reformation of the world exactly at 
the time fixed by calculations based 
on biblical prophecies as the time of 
the advent of the Messiah,’’ and he 
has a following of over 100,000 mom 
bers, rapidly growing. 


10 CENTS PER WEEK 


ARTICLE 29 - THE PADUCAH SUN 


THE PADUCAH SUN 


June 25, 1903—Paducah, Kentucky, USA 


NOVEL DUEL. 


DR. DOWIE CHALLENGED TO A PRAYER CONTEST 


Chicago, June 25—Elijah Dowie has been chal- 
lenged to a praying duel to the death. The challenger 
is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, Punjab, India. 

Elijah has not accepted the challenge, but neither 
has he declined it. 

The Review of Religions, published in Gurdaspur, 
India, through which the challenge is issued, says 
Mirza is “the promised Messiah,’ sent “for the refor- 
mation of the world exactly at the time fixed by cal- 
culations based on biblical prophecies as the time of 
the advent of the Messiah,’ and he has a following of 
over 100,000 members, rapidly growing. 

The teachings of this Messiah is that Christ was 
a mere mortal, a good man, without divinity. Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad further declares: “The proof that 
Dr. Dowie furnishes in support of his extravagant 
claims is the very height of absurdity. He claims to 
have healed hundreds of sick men. But why did his 
healing power fail in the case of his own beloved 
daughter where it should have been exercised in the 


highest degree?” 
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DOWIE CHALLENGED 
TO PRAYING DUEL 


Vituperations and Lies to Be the Ad- 
ditional Weapons in a Strange 
Contest. 


CHICAGO, IL, June 24.—Elijah 
Dowie has been challenged to a pray- 
ing duel to the death. The challenger 
is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Quadian, 
Punjaub, India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, 
to a duel.’ says Mirza in his ‘defi.’ 

“The weapons shall be prayer. Let 
us knee! on our knees in the dust of 
the earth. you and I together, and 
petition the Almighty that of us two 
whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah has not accepted the chal- 
lenge, but neither has he declined it. 
It may be that he thinks, as the chal- 
lenged party, he ought to have the 
choice of weapons, and will demand 
that vitureration be employed, the one 
who can call the other the most bad 
names to be the winner. 

However that may be, Elijah can- 
not afford to ignore the challenge. 
Mirza is no feather-weight when it 
comes to pretensions. The Review of | 
Religions, published in Gurdaspur, 
India, through which the challenge is | 
issued, says Mirza is “the promised | 
Messiah," sent “for the reformation 
of the world exactly at the time fixed | 
by calculations based on _ Biblical 
prophecies as the time of the advent 
of the Messiah” and he has a following 
of over a hundred thousand members, 
and rapidly growing. 
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ARTICLE 30 - THE SCRANTON REPUBLICAN 


THE SCRANTON REPUBLICAN 


June 25, 1903—Scranton, Pennsylvania, USA 


DOWIE CHALLENGED 
TO PRAYING DVEL 


Vituperations and Lies to Be the Additional 
Weapons in a Strange Contest. 

CHICAGO, IIL, June 24.—Elijah Dowie has been 
challenged to a praying duel to the death. The chal- 
lenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Quadian [sic— 
Qadian], Punjaub [sic—Punjab], India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mirza in his ‘defi’ 

“The weapons shall be prayer. Let us kneel on our 
knees in the dust of the earth, you and I together, and 
petition the Almighty that of us two whoever is the 
liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah has not accepted the challenge, but nei- 
ther has he declined it. It may be that he thinks, as 
the challenged party, he ought to have the choice 
of weapons, and will demand that vituperation be 
employed, the one who can call the other the most 
bad names to be the winner. 

However that may be, Elijah cannot afford to 
ignore the challenge. Mirza is no feather-weight 
when it comes to pretensions. The Review of 
Religions, published in Gurdaspur, India, through 
which the challenge is issued, says Mirza is “the 
promised Messiah,” sent “for the reformation of the 
world exactly at the time fixed by calculations based 
on Biblical prophecies as the time of the advent of 
the Messiah” and he has a following of over a hun- 


dred thousand members, and rapidly growing. 
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BELLEFONTAINE, LOGAN COUNTY, OHIO, FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 1903, 


Dowie Challenged 
To a Praying Match. 


Chicago, June 23.—Elijah Dowie 
has been challenged toa praying duel 
to the death. 

The challenger is Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, of Quadian Punjaub, India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, 
to a duel,” says Mirzain his ‘“‘defi.” 
“The weapons shall be prayer. Let 
us kneel on our knees inthe dust of 
he earth, you and I together, and 
petition the Almighty that of us two 
whoever is the liar shall perish first.’: 


ARTICLE 31 - THE BELLEFONTAINE REPUBLICAN 


THE BELLEFONTAINE 
REPUBLICAN 


June 26, 1903—Bellefontaine, Ohio, USA 


Dowie Challenged 
To a Praying Match. 


Chicago, June 23.—Elijah Dowie has been chal- 
lenged to a praying duel to the death. 

The challenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of 
Quadian Punjaub [sic—Qadian Punjab], India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mirza in his “defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of [t]he earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Almighty that of 
us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 
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The Nebraska State Dournal, 


THIRTY THIRD YRAM LINCOLN, FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 26, 1908. PRICK FIVE CENTS 


T 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian. Pun- 
Jab, india, a prophet and Messiah by his | 
own admission, has challenged John Alex- 
ander Dowie, America’s reincarnated 
Blijah, to a duel unto the death. This is 
the language of the challénge: “Cdme 
thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel. The 
weapons shall be prayer. Let us kneel 
on our Knees in the dust of the earth, you 
and I together, and petition the Almighty | 
that of us two whoever is the liar shall 
perish.’’ Elijah Dowie is in no haste. He | 
has taken the matter under advisement. 
He perhaps believes that the challenged 
party should have right to the choice of 
weapons, Undoubtedly he believes him- 
self as skilful in prayer as his dark-yia- 
aged adversary, but ‘he may fear, and 
justly so, that the fellow has something 
up his sleeve and might take a poke at 
him whgn he had his eyes shut. Ghulam 
Ahmad claims a personal following of 100,- 
000; Alexander Dowle has an army of dis- 
ciples, and he soaks them for 10 per cent 
|of thelr earnings every year. The fact 
that these men have been able to obtain 
the following of which they -boast is an 
evidence of greatness which cannot be de- 
nied. Why one should care to destroy the 
other is a mystery. There is room on 
earth for both of them: and they dre 
not the only boats along the shore by 
several. If it were possible for ali the 
liars among them to be prayed out of ex- 
istence, we shudder at the list of fatalities 
were the pian adopted a5 suggested by 
Mirza Ghulam, 


CS, 
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THE NEBRASKA STATE JOURNAL 


June 26, 1903—Lincoln, Nebraska, USA 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian [sic—Qadian], 
Punjab, India, a prophet and Messiah by his own 
admission, has challenged John Alexander Dowie, 
America’s reincarnated Elijah, to a duel unto the 
death. This is the language of the challenge: “Come 
thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel. The weapons 
shall be prayer. Let us kneel on our knees in the dust 
of the earth, you and I together, and petition the 
Almighty that of us two whoever is the liar shall per- 
ish.” Elijah Dowie is in no haste. He has taken the 
matter under advisement. He perhaps believes that 
challenged party should have right to the choice of 
weapons. Undoubtedly he believes himself as skillful 
in prayer as his dark-visaged adversary, but he may 
fear, and justly so, that the fellow has something up 
his sleeve and might take a poke at him when he had 
his eyes shut. Ghulam Ahmad claims a personal fol- 
lowing of 100,000; Alexander Dowie has an army of 
disciples, and he soaks them for 10 per cent of their 
earnings every year. The fact that these men have 
been able to obtain the following of which they boast 
is an evidence of greatness which cannot be denied. 
Why one should care to destroy the other is a mys- 
tery. There is room on earth for both of them; and 
they are not the only boats along the shore by sev- 
eral. If it were possible for all the liars among them to 
be prayed out of existence, we shudder at the list of 
fatalities were the plan adopted a suggested by Mirza 
Ghulam. 
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THE LEAVENWORTH TIMES. 


LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS SATURDAY MORNING JUNE 27 1908 


DUWIE QUAKES. i 

Chicago, June 26.—Dr. Dowie has heen | 

| challenged to a praying duel to the éeauth | 
by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qua:ian, India. | 
' 


i 
| “Come thon, O self-style@ prophet, to a 
; duel,” says Mirza iv bis “deti.”’ 
“The weapeus shall be prayer. Let us 
kneel on our knees In the dust of the earth. 
you and I together, and petition the Al- | 
mighty that of ux two whoever ts the Mar | 
shall perish first.” 
Elijah 1. bas not accepted the chal- | 
lenge. , | 
Mirza says he is “ the promised Mes- | 
siah” sent “ for tbe reformation of the! 
world exactly at the thne axed by coieu- | 
gee based on Biblical prophectes.”’ 

“I am the very Messtah, the promised on- 
‘for whom he is so anxiousty waiting. Re- | 
| tween Dr. Dowte'’s pesition and mine the | 
| difference is this, that Dowie fixex the ap- 
| pearance of the Messiah within the uxt 
2 years, while I give him the cled td ugs 
; that the Messiah has already appeared. 1 
jam that Messiah. I will prays him to death | 
| te settle the question. 


ARTICLE 33 - THE LEAVENWORTH TIMES 


THE LEAVENWORTH TIMES 


June 27, 1903—Leavenworth, Kansas, USA 


DOWIE QUAKES. 


Chicago, June 26.—Dr. Dowie has been challenged 
to a praying duel to the death by Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Quadian, India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mriza in his “defi.” 

“The weapons shall be prayer. Let us kneel on our 
knees in the dust of the earth, you and I together, and 
petition the Almighty that of us two whoever is the 
liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah IL., has not accepted the challenge. 

Mirza says he is “the promised Messiah” sent “for 
the reformation of the world exactly at the time fixed 
by calculations based on Biblical prophecies.” 

“I am the very Messiah, the promised one for 
whom he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah within the 
next 25 years, while I give him the glad tidings that 
the Messiah has already appeared. Iam that Messiah. 
I will pray him to death to settle the question. 
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ARTICLE 34 - BURLINGTON DAILY FREE PRESS 


BURLINGTON DAILY FREE PRESS 


June 27, 1903—Burlington, Vermont, USA 


A Praying Duel Proposition. 


People in different parts of the country have 
been seriously discussing the efficacy of prayer 
in connection with the breaking of the recent 
drought, and there have been two sides to the 
question, particularly where one party was 
praying for rain while another party was seek- 
ing continued pleasant weather. 

A proposition to make a test in connection 
with prayer has just been put forth, however, 
in which there is little chance for controversy 
over the final result. Elijah Dowie, the religious 
pretender of Chicago, has just been challenged 
by Mirza Ghulman [sic—Ghulam] Ahmad 
of Quadian [sic—Qadian], Punjaub [sic— 
Punjab], India, to engage in a supplication duel 
to death. “Come thou, O self-styled prophet, 
to a duel,” says Mirza in his “defi.” “The weap- 
ons shall be prayer. Let us kneel on our knees 
in the dust of the earth, you and I together, and 
petition the Almighty that of us two whoever 
is the liar shall perish first.” 


According to the code of honor Prophet 
Dowie as the challenged party should unques- 
tionably have the choice of weapons, but the 
“Promised Messiah” has shrewdly proposed a 
test which the Chicago pretender cannot well 
afford to decline. To refuse to accept prayer as 
a test would be to acknowledge that he was 
unwilling to rest his case with the most pow- 
erful agency at his command, if his pretensions 
be true. On the other hand, it must be admit- 
ted that Dowie has no mean to antagonist. 
Mirza claims to be the “Promised Messiah.’ 
sent for the reformation of the world exactly at 
the time fixed by calculations based on Biblical 
prophesies as to the time of the advent of the 
Messiah, and he is credited with a following 
of over 100,000 members, with the number 
rapidly growing. Dowie has not yet indicated 
his decision, but if he declines to accept this 
novel challenge the public may look for a rapid 
decline in Dowie stock. 
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_ Caagliche Ausgabe. 


Sas Huiouio, Souabend den 27. Juni 1903. 


Reifende Ugenten: 
F. 2. Buje. 
Walter Clarner. 
M. Shorobiny. | 
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ARTICLE 35 - FREIE PRESSE FUR TEXAS 


FREIE PRESSE FUR TEXAS 


June 27, 1903—San Antonio, Texas, USA 
(English translation of the German) 


Sunday Contemplation 


We, people of the 2oth century, imagined that 
we lived in an extraordinarily enlightened, 
highly cultivated, progressive age. But, if you 
consider what is still possible in our days—the 
slaughter of the Jews in Chisinau, the Belgrade 
slaughter festival, spiritualist hocus-pocus, 
Mrs. Eddy’s prayer healing, Dr. Dowie’s Elijah 
and Messiah humbug and things like that— 
then you finally come to realize that that con- 
ceit is truly mere conceit. 

People who—like the Sunday viewer—are 
firmly convinced that Eddyism and Dowieism 
are really nothing more than horrible hum- 
bug, than the cleverly skillful exploitation of 
human gullibility and stupidity on the part of 
ruthlessly driven—yes, brilliant!—imposters, 
often make the mistake of thinking that all 
reasonably sane and level-headed people must 
share the same opinion and belief, as a result of 
which belief they then underestimate the influ- 
ence of such movements. 

The Sunday viewer very frankly admits that 
he felt this way about the Zionism of Dr Dowie 
(not to be mistaken with the Jewish movement 
establishing a new Judea in Palestine). He 
simply couldn’t imagine how such a terribly 
crude humbug such as Dowie’s—claiming the 
third avatar meaning the reincarnation of the 


prophet Elijah; the second supposedly being 
John the Baptist—could have possibly “pulled 
through” and how not the whole movement 
hadn’t been scoffed and laughed to death right 
from the beginning!Even the Dowie-fusion of 
religious ecstasy with a subtle sense of business 
and the successful profiteering through the 
Communist-based manufacturing of curtains 
and lace, should have puzzled anyone short of 
totally foolish. However, as mentioned, that 
was a delusion! Dowie does not only have a big 
crowd of religious followers who go through 
thick and thin with him, but his fame has 
reached parts of the world far away where he 
and his teachings are taken seriously. 

A very interesting example is being 
reported from east India—a country, in which 
as far as tradition goes back, religious mystic 
movements and enthusiasts of any sacrificial 
goose have found fertile soil. 

In Qadian, Punjab a messiah has appar- 
ently resurrected—his name being Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, who has begrudged “our” 
Dowie of his laurels and who has thus formally 
challenged Dowie to let a judgement of God 
decide which of them is the true Jacob—mean- 
ing the prophet and messiah—and who the 
usurper and fakir is! In fact, this challenge may 
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be fought through Dowie’s primary weapon: 
prayer. In a way it is supposed to be a contin- 
uous prayer till one of the duelers—the liar 
among them—drops to the ground dying. 

We don’t know whether or not Dr Dowie 
will agree to this prayer-duel, however, it is 
a rather novel idea. By the way, novel is also 
how Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who seems to be 
a fairly self-confident gentleman, issued this 
“challenge.” The “Review of Religions” which 
was published in Gurdaspur, India, issued the 
same challenge and further contains informa- 
tion on the challenger himself. Accordingly, 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is “the very messiah 
sent for the reformation of the world exactly at 
the time fixed by calculations based on Biblical 
prophecies as the time of the advent of the 
Messiah.” 

Further, he has over a hundred thousand 
followers and the number is growing day by 
day. 

Jesus Christ was not the Divine according 
to Ghulam Ahmad. He, however, was a great 
prophet, a good man and a noble philanthro- 
pist. Since Ghulam Ahmad is stating all this 
himself, it must be true, or not? It is stated: 
“Between Dr. Dowie’s position and mine the 
difference is this—Dowie fixes the appearance 
of the Messiah within twenty-five years, while 
I give him the glad tidings that the Messiah 
has already appeared. Iam that Messiah.” “The 
proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in support of 
his extravagant claims is the very height of 
absurdity. He claims to have healed hundreds 
of sick men. But why did his healing power fail 
in the case of his own beloved daughter where 
it should have been exercised in the highest 
degree?” 

Now Dowie explained that so “convinc- 
ingly”! His daughter had come too close with 
her clothes to the alcohol lamp which she was 


ARTICLE 35 - FREIE PRESSE FUR TEXAS 


using to drip her hair. With respect to this 
double sin—that is, the sin of vanity and the 
use of alcohol—of course the prayer-healing 
power of her father, Elijah the Third, failed. 

Dowie’s Indian rival is Mohammedan 
and by means of the prayer duel it shall also 
be decided whether the son of the Virgin 
Mary is the true God or Allah, the God of the 
Muslims. Anyway, he repudiates that the duel 
idea was his but he was inspired by Allah and 
the prophet Mohammad. It seems that he was 
animated to his “challenge toa duel” by the fact 
that Dowie had stated in one of his screeds that 
the downfall of the Mohammedans was close. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad embraces the 
opportunity to inform the world about a 
startling“important discovery regarding Jesus 
Christ” by the followers of the challenging 
Messiah. Accordingly, Christ did not die on 
the cross, but was taken down alive and sense- 
less. Subsequently, he traveled east to India, and 
lived to a good old age. His tomb can still be 
seen on Khan Yar street at Srinagar, Cashmere. 

For this fact irrevocable proofs of the truth 
exist, as he claims, it would be foolish to none- 
theless doubt it. It is odd how long it took for 
such irrevocable proofs of the truth to reach a 
breakthrough! 

We don’t know if Dowie will take on this 
students’ duel with his Indian colleague. It 
would be desirable to see who can stand longer, 
the messiah of the oldest cultivated land upon 
this earth or the prophet of the youngest cul- 
tivated land on this planet! The outcome of 
the duel will probably be similar to Heine’s 
portrayal of the dispute between a monk anda 
rabbi, where it is said in the end: “And it merely 
appears so that both...don’t smell good!” 


Source: Imran Ahmad Faizi, Obertshausen, Germany 
Translators: Sayyed Majid Ahmed (Muenster, Germany) and 
Maham Hina Anwar (Banmbek-South, Germany) 
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ARTICLE 36 - THE PILOT 


THE PILOT 


June 27, 1903—Boston, Massachusetts, USA 


John Alexander Dowie, the Scotch impostor 
who has built up a flourishing “New Zion” 
near Chicago, has found a dangerous rival 
in a Hindoo gentleman living in Qadian, in 
the Punjaub [sic—Punjab]. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, for such is his name—Ghulam being 
rather suggestive sends us a broadsheet with 
his picture and some account of his claim 
to be the promised Messiah. The portrait is 
not impressive, representing a middle-aged, 
heavy-featured person, bearded, and turbaned, 
and pigeon-toed as to his terminal facilities. 
He says that he has 100,000 disciples and he 
resents Apostle Dowie’s pretensions to a divine 
mission. But he is a reasonable champion and 
issues a challenge to Dowie. 

That, without threatening the 
Mohammedan public in general with destruc- 
tion, he should choose me as his opponent and 
pray to God that of us two whoever is the liar 


may perish first. Which of us is right, is the 
real point at issue. If Dr. Dowie is certain he 
should publish the proposed prayer with the 
signatures of at least one thousand men affixed 
to it. Upon receiving it, I should address the 
same prayer and publish it with the signatures 
of the same number of witnesses. If Dr. Dowie 
has the courage to accept this challenge, he will 
thereby open a way for all other Christians to 
the acceptance of the truth. 

We have omitted some of the blasphemous 
terms of the challenge, which are no more so 
than Dowie’s, however. As the latter is able to 
count his dupes by thousands, we cannot afford 
to laugh at the credulity of the Mohammedans 
of the Punjaub [sic—Punjab]. Mr. Dowie is 
coming East to capture New York, in the Fall. 
We trust that Mr. Ghulam will come West to 
meet him. The prayer-test, if tried might dis- 
pose of both of them. 
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Challences Dowie. 


One Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
India has fixed his jealous eyes 
upon our own Elijah, even Dr. 
Dowie of Chicago, and challenged 
him to a prayer test. This Mirza 
claims to be the very Messiah, and 
he has a great following in Inda, 
who revere him as inceed the Sa- 
vior. Jesus Christ, they say, did 
not die upon the cross, but was 
taken down alive, though senseless. 
Subsequently, however, they main- 
tain ‘‘the son of Mary recovered, 
traveled eastward, and lived up toa 
good old age,’’ and his tomb is sit- 
uated in the Khan Yar street, Srin- 
igar, Kashmir. They claim that 
Jesus was a mere man, a prophet, 
good, but without divinity. Mirza’s 
challenge to Dowie is an affirmation 
of his own claims, Dowie to like- 
wise affirm his own, each to 4 
backed by the signature of a thou- 
sand of his followers, and then the 
prayer is to be that ‘‘whoever is the 
liar may perish first.’’ It looks 
like a spar for advantage by Mirza, 
as he is not above half as old a 
man as dowie is.—Salt Lake Trib- 
une. 
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THE CALDWELL TRIBUNE 


June 27, 1903—Caldwell, Idaho, USA 


Challenges Dowie. 


One Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of India has fixed his 
jealous eyes upon our own Elijah, even Dr. Dowie of 
Chicago, and challenged him to a prayer test. This 
Mirza claims to be the very Messiah, and he has a 
great following in Inda [sic—India], who revere him 
as indeed the Savior. Jesus Christ, they say, did not 
die upon the cross, but was taken down alive, though 
senseless. Subsequently, however, they maintain “the 
son of Mary recovered, traveled eastward, and lived 
up to a good old age,” and his tomb is situated in the 
Khan Yar street, Srinigar [sic—Srinagar], Kashmir. 
They claim that Jesus was a mere man, a prophet, 
good, but without divinity. Mirza’s challenge to 
Dowie is an affirmation of his own claims, Dowie to 
likewise affirm his own, each to be backed by the sig- 
nature of a thousand of his followers, and then the 
prayer is to be that “whoever is the liar may perish 
first.” It looks like a spar for advantage by Mirza, as 
he is not above half as old a man as Dowie is.—Salt 
Lake Tribune. 
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ARTICLE 38 - THE DESERET EVENING NEWS 


THE DESERET EVENING NEWS 


June 27, 1903—Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 


OF CARMEL AGAIN, | 
A mbst curious invitation to a religious 
contest has been issued by a rival in 
India, of Mr. Dowle of Elijah fame, 
In this country. The Indian enthusiast 
challenges the Chicago pretender to 
meet him in prayer at the Throne of the 
Almighty, with the petition that who- 
ever of the two.is the Har may pérish. 
The name of the Indian champion is 
Mirza,Ghulam Ahmad. According to an 
article in -an Indian periodical, quoted 
in The Literary Digest, he claims to 
be “the promised Messiah,” sent to 
reform the, world. In his published 
challenge to Dowle, he states without ° 
hesitation; ‘titat*he is “the very Mes- 
siah,"? for which he (Dowie) is wait- 
ing. He alleges that God has proved | 
the truth of this extraordinary claim, | 


by numerous signs, one of which {s the 
large following he has obtained. And 
then he continues his challenge thus: 


“Whether the God of Mohammedans 
or the God of Dowle is the true 
may be settled without the loss of mil- 
lions of lives which Dr. Dowie's predic- 
tion would involve. That method is 
that without threatening the Moham- 
medan public in general with destruc- 
tion, he should choose me as his oppo- 
nent and pray to God that of us two 
whoever is the Nar may perish first. I 
look upon the son of Mary_as a weak 
human being. although I recognize 
Him as a prophet of God, while Dr. 
Dewie takes Him for the Lord of uni- 
verse. Which of us is right, is the 
real point at issue. If Dr. Dowte is ver- 
tain of the divinity of the son of Mary, 
he should publish the proposed prayer 
with the signatures of at least one 
thousand men affixed to it. Upon ‘re- 
ceiving it, I should address the same 
prayer to Almighty God and publish it 
with the signatures of the same num- 
ber of witnesses. If Dr. Dowle has the 
courage to accept this challenge, he 
will thereby open a way for all other 
Christians to the acceptance of truth, 
In making this proposal, I have not 
taken the initiative, but the jealous 
God has inspired me upon Dr. Dowle’s 
presumptuous prediction that all Mo. 
hammedans shall perish.” 


M. Messiah Ahmad seems to be as 
sure of his position, as is Mr. Elijah 
Dowie of his. He must have read the 
story of Elijah and the priests of Baal 
on Mt. Carmel, and concluded that the 
experiment of calling down fire from 
heaven is still well worth trying. Or, 
perhaps, the challenge is but an adver- 
tising scheme. 

The notable thing about the matter 
is the fact that in various parts of the 
world the voice is heard: “Behold here 
is Christ!” This was predicted by the 
Son of God Himself, and pointed out as 
one of the unfailing signs of the ap- 
proaching end of the old order of 
things, and the commencement of the 
new. To those who believe in’ the 
“more sure word" of prophecy, the var- 
ious claims to Messiahship convey a 
warning to be on the alert, that when 
the midnight cry finally is heard, they 
may not be found unprepared. 


Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian 
The Promised Messiah e Mahdi« 
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SATURDAY EVENING, JUNE 97, 1903, 


"TO A DUEL OF PRAYER, 
| 4 


See 
Challenge tesued to Dowie 3 


t 


¥ 
” 


" 

| “Messiah” In india. i i 
4 i 

| CHICAGO, June f.—Dr, has : 
| been challenged to « praying | to | 
the death by Mirza Gheiges ARaeR, ot 


“Come. thou, O pelf-atyled 7 
& duel,” says Mirza in his “det.” "The 


3 
| Quadian, Punjab, India. J 
| weapons shall be prayer, Let) us’ ‘ 
on our khees in the dust of oe pete | 
you and I together, and petition’ i 
Abmighty that of us two whoever fs” nd 
Har shall perish first.” -, 5 
Elijah 1 has pot secepted the cna 


lenge 


* i 
Mirza says he ie “the promised, 


alah” sent “for the refo 


culations based.on biblical 

‘“! am the very Messiah. the 
one. for whe © is so anxiously 
Detween Dr je's posit 
the difference is thie: That 


the appesrance of the Momeats Biden: 2% 
next twornty-five ww ve him - 
the glad Udings that the ai 
ready appearédd. I am tha be 
will pray bim to death the 
question.” ; ful 


ARTICLE 39 - THE INDIANAPOLIS NEWS 


THE INDIANAPOLIS NEWS 


June 27, 1903—Indianapolis, Indiana, USA 


TOUS DUEL OF PRAYER: 


Challenge issued to Dowie by a “Messiah” in India. 


CHICAGO, June 27—Dr. Dowie has been chal- 
lenged to a praying duel to the death by Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, of Quadian, Punjab, India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mirza in his “defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Almighty that of 
us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah II has not accepted the challenge. 

Mirza says he is “the promised Messiah” sent “for 
the reformation of the world exactly at the time fixed 
by calculations based on biblical prophecies.” 

“I am the very Messiah, the promised one, for 
whom he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference is this: That 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-five years, while I give him the glad 
tidings that the Messiah has already appeared. I am 
that Messiah. I will pray him to death to settle the 
question.” 
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VOLUME XXXII. NO. 95. CHICAGO, SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 27, 1903.-WITH SPORTING SUPPLEMENT. _ 


—— Ee 
Ghulam Abmad’s Challenge. 

The Mirza Ghulam Abmad of Qadian, 
Punjab, India, whe proclaims himself 
“the promised Messiah” and claims al- 
ready 100,000 followers, has been greatly 
stirred by the recent prediction of John 
Alexander Dowle that, when the Mes- 

|sloah appears, el! Mohammedans are to 

perish, Therefore he proposes a prayer 
duel to settle whether Dowie Is really 
“Elijah the Restorer,” as he says, and 
whether Ghulam Abmad is really “the 
Messiah,” as he saya. 

“Whether the Ged of the Mchamme- 
dans or the God of Dowle is the true 
God,” writes Ghulam Ahmad in his or- 
gan, the Guardasper Reriew of Reli- 
gions, “may be settled without the loss 
of millions of lives which Dr. Dowile’s 
prediction would involve. He should 
choose me as his opponent and pray 
that ef us two whoever is the lar may 
perish first. He should publish the pro- 
posed prayer with the signatures of at 
least 1,000 men affixed. Upon receiving 
it, | should address the same prayer to 
Almighty God, and publish it, with the 
signatures of the same number of wit- 
nesses. If Dr. Dowle has the courage to 
accept this challenge, he will thereby 
open s way for all other Christians to 
the acreptance of truth.” ' 

As far as known Dowte has not yet 
accepted Ghulam Ahmad's challenge. 
In view of the pictures of the self-pro- | 
claimed Mohammedan Messiah, erm, | 

} 
f 


might properly object to its terms. 
Ghulam Ahmad appears to be a much 
younger man than Dowie. Hence, in } 
settling the question as to which should 
die “first,” Ghulam Ahmad would ap- | 
pear te have the advantage. j 

Therefore it would seem proper for 
Dowie to insist upon a change in the 
terma, to the purport that whichever 
is the liar shall die immediately. From 
such a prayer duel, if it had any result, | 
something of value might be deter- 
mined, 
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THE INTER OCEAN 


June 27, 1903—Chicago, Illinois, USA 


Ghulam Ahmad’s Challenge. 


The Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, Punjab, 
India, who proclaims himself “the promised 
Messiah” and claims already 100,000 follow- 
ers, has been greatly stirred by the recent pre- 
diction of John Alexander Dowie that, when 
the Messiah appears, all Mohammedans are 
to perish. Therefore, he proposes a prayer duel 
to settle whether Dowie is really “Elijah the 
Restorer,’ as he says, and whether Ghulam 
Ahmad is really “the Messiah” as he says. 
“Whether the God of the Mohammedans 
or the God of Dowie is the true God,’ writes 
Ghulam Ahmad in his organ, the Guardaspur 
[sic—Gurdaspur] Review of Religions, “may 
be settled without the loss of millions of lives 
which Dr. Dowie’s prediction would involve, 
He should choose me as his opponent and 
pray that of us two whoever is the liar may 
perish first. He should publish the proposed 
prayer with the signatures of at least 1.000 men 


affixed. Upon receiving it, I should address the 


same prayer to Almighty God, and publish it, 
with the signatures of the same number of wit- 
nesses. If Dr. Dowie has the courage to accept 
this challenge, he will thereby open a way for 
all other Christians to the acceptance of truth.” 

As faras known Dowie has not yet accepted 
Ghulam Ahmad’s challenge. In view of the pic- 
tures of the self-proclaimed Mohammedan 
Messiah, Dowie might properly object to its 
terms. Ghulam Ahmad appears to be a much 
younger man than Dowie. Hence, in settling 
the question as to which should die “first? 
Ghulam Ahmad would appear to have the 
advantage. 

Therefore it would seem proper for 
Dowie to insist upon a change in the terms, 
to the purport that whichever is the liar shall 
die immediately. From such a prayer duel, if it 
had any result, something of value might be 
determined. 
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VOU. SXXI. NO. 96. 


— 


CHICAGO, SUNDAY MOTNTNG, 


JUNE th. 1008,—K0GnrT PANTS 


WILL. DOWIE FIGHT THIS DUEL? 


Who fs a Mar? t 
Mirza Ghulam Abmad of Qadian, Panjab, 
Tadia, wants te keow, and be belieres he | 
can get the truth out of John Alexander 
Dewte, The Hindoo has challenged the 
Zioniic pruphet te « duel te death aad Dow te 
has (arned up bie sese at the Oriental proph- 

et and refuses to say a word 

‘The man of Panjab te not « joker, and be 
wants Elijah the Restorer to know ft. He | 
asks the Zion potentate to Oght te the Gniak 


snd be bas named prayer as the weapon } 


the palr is « Mar may perish instaster. Mirza 
has not mameg his seconds nor the place & 
comet, but he wants a thousand men to 
beck him up, and he ts willing to give John 
Alexaoder an equally tair showing. 


means an ordinary prophet. 
banker, ser a fh 
of cities, ner ae lace maker. He hasn't been 
very preeperces as & Messiah. Quad ian't 
as proGtable a Meld for religious enterprise 


| estate agent and a ballder | 


jing te Mirea Ghelam Abmad, they are not 

| goed prayers, and do not reach very bigh. 

| Here ts where Mirza expects to get the beet 
@f the captain of the Zion City baseball club. 
He says Dowle is and he te going to 
pray to the Almighty 


of Dis rival and would net be asking the Al- 
| mighty to Judge between them. 

| Mirsa, in bis chatlenge, does not say he 
ie willing to come to Zien City. He favors 


~~ Che Inter Ovean.-—— 


medan I am the very Meastah, the promised 
ose, for whem you are ausiously awaiting.“ 

This is mot according to Dowle's caicu- 
lation. 


twenty-five years, while I give him 
tidings that the 


ng rapid progress. 

“The proof that Dr, Dowle furnishes in 
support of bis extravagant claims is the 
very height of absurdity. He claims to have 
healed busdreds of sick men. But why aid 
Ris bealing power fail in the cage of bis own 
beloved daughter, where it should hare been 
exercised in the highest degree Tt 


Weeld Net Shed Bicod. 


The tndlam claimant is a harmless sort of 
a fellow. and he doesn't desire to shed any 
blood tn bis Quel. He belleves be can settle 

te with Dowle with po more sert- 
oo ~~ Wicye F than the death of himself 
va 


ether the God of Mohammedans or 

Gea4 of Dowte ts the trac God may be 
without the loss of millions of lives. 

Dr. Dowle's prediction wou! . 
writes the Punjab man. “Th: bod in 
that, without threstenieg the Mobammmnedan 
peblho tn general with destruction, 

choose me as kis opponent and pra: 

that of us two whoever fs the lar may perish 
rst. | look upon the Soe of Mary 
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THE INTER OCEAN 


June 28, 1903—Chicago, Illinois, USA 


WILE DOWIE FIGHT this DUEL? 


Who isa liar? 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, Punjab, 
India, wants to know, and he believes he can get 
the truth out of John Alexander Dowie. The 
Hindoo has challenged the Zionite prophet to 
a duel to death and Dowie has turned up his 
nose at the Oriental prophet and refuses to say 
a word. 

The man of Punjab is not a joker, and he 
wants Elijah the Restorer to know it. He asks 
the Zion potentate to fight to the finish and he 
has named prayer as the weapon. Furthermore, 
Mirza, who claims to be the promised Messiah, 
has laid down the rules for the deadly combat, 
and he demands that Dowie either “shoot or 
give up the gun.” 

Dowie has not accepted the challenge. He 
has not said that he will not. His followers say 
he hasn’t time for any Punjabians, and that he 
has enough to do in preparing to swoop down 
upon wicked New York in October, when he 
intends to scrub the territory between the 
Bowery and the Bronx. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is jealous of the 
Illinois Messiah. He says some one [sic] is a 
liar and that he can prove it. And he intends 


doing it by prayer—a duel of prayer. He wants 
Dowie to stand up and pray that whoever of 
the pair is a liar may perish instanter. Mirza has 
not named his seconds nor the place of com- 
bat, but he wants a thousand men to back him 
up, and he is willing to give John Alexander an 
equally fair showing. 


Mirza Is Not Prosperous. 


Mirza is a Mohammedan, and he is by no 
means an ordinary prophet. He is not a banker, 
nor a real estate agent and a builder of cities, 
nor a lace maker. He hasn’t been very prosper- 
ous as a Messiah. Qadian isn’t as profitable a 
field for religious enterprise as Chicago, and 
Dowie has the Hindoo eclipsed when it comes 
to being a commercial Messiah. While Dowie 
is wearing a gorgeous purple robe and carrying 
a staff that reaches two feet above his bald poll, 
Mirza has only a cast-off overcoat, a pair of 
white breeches, and a bamboo cane. 

And in the matter of whiskers Mirza is 
considerably handicapped. Dowie’s chin is 
decorated with a snowfall that reaches to his 
watch chain, while the Mohammedan boasts 
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only a straggling black beard that hardly hides 
his collar button. But he sports a puffed and 
knotted turban that looks as religious, ifit does 
not outshine, Dowie’s hairless pate. 

Dowie is long on prayer; in fact, his ori- 
sons ascend almost continually, but, according 
to Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, they are not good 
prayers, and do not reach very high. Here is 
where Mirza expects to get the best of the cap- 
tain of the Zion City baseball club. He says 
Dowie is a liar, and he is going to pray to the 
Almighty to strike down the liar. The Zionites 
declare this is unfair, and that Mirza would not 
be fighting on the square, for he would only be 
praying for the demise of his rival and would 
not be asking the Almighty to judge between 
them. 

Mirza, in his challenge, does not say he 
is willing to come to Zion City. He favors 
long-distance prayers, and believes he can 
undo Dowie by the wireless method as easily as 
if he had him at his side. 

The Mohammedan does not pose as a 
gleaner of shekels, but he does claim a large 
following. He tells the Chicago prophet that 
he has 100,000 devotees at his heels, and 
gives Dowie to understand he is no common 
exhorter. He has heard that Dowie despises the 
Mohammedans and he wants to know why. 

Mirza claims he was sent here for the refor- 
mation of the world exactly at the time fixed by 
calculations he has made on the Biblical proph- 
ecies. After this he says to the chief Zionite: 

“You should remember that this chal- 
lenge does not proceed from an ordinary 
Mohammedan. I am the very Messiah, the 
promised one, for whom you are anxiously 
awaiting.” 

This is notaccordingto Dowie’s calculation. 

Mirza then goes on in this wise: “Between 
Dr. Dowie’s position and mine the difference 


is this, that Dowie fixes the appearance of the 
Messiah within the next twenty-five years, 
while I give him the glad tidings that the 
Messiah has already appeared. I am _ the 
Messiah, and the Almighty God has shown 
numerous signs from earth as well as from 
heaven in my support. My following, which 
already claims 100,000 souls, is making rapid 
progress. 

“The proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in 
support of his extravagant claims is the very 
height of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did his heal- 
ing power fail in the case of his own beloved 
daughter, where it should have been exercised 


in the highest degree?” 
Would Not Shed Blood. 


The Indian claimant is a harmless sort of a fel- 
low, and he doesn’t desire to shed any blood 
in his duel. He believes he can settle his dis- 
pute with Dowie with no more serious conse- 
quences than the death of himself or his rival. 

“Whether the God of Mohammedans or 
the God of Dowie is the true God may be set- 
tled without the loss of millions of lives, which 
Dr. Dowie’s prediction would involve,’ writes 
the Punjab man. “That method is that, with- 
out threatening the Mohammedan public in 
general with destruction, he should choose 
me as his opponent and pray to God that of us 
two whoever is the liar may perish first. I look 
upon the Son of Mary as a weak human being, 
although I recognize him as a prophet of God, 
while Dr. Dowie takes him for the Lord of the 
universe. 

“Which of us is right is the real point at 
issue. If Dr. Dowie is certain of the divinity of 
the Son of Mary, he should publish the pro- 


posed prayer with the signatures of at least a 


thousand men affixed to it. Upon receiving it, 
I should address the same prayer to Almighty 
God and publish it with the signatures of the 
same number of witnesses. 

If Dr. Dowie has the courage to accept 
this challenge, he will open a way for all other 
Christians to the acceptance of the truth. In 
making this proposal I have not taken the ini- 
tiative, but the jealous God has inspired me 
upon Dr. Dowie’s presumptuous prediction 
that all Mohammedans shall perish.” 


Has a Little Side Information. 


Before the Oriental gets through withthe 
prophet of the north shore he tells him afew 
other interesting little things about the Savior 
that are not generally known outside of Punjab 
and the adjacent provinces. 

“An important discovery regarding Jesus 
Christ has been made by the followers. Jesus 
did not die upon the cross, but was taken down 
alive and senseless. Subsequently the Son of 
Mary recovered, traveled eastward, and lived 
to a good old age. His tomb is situated in Khan 
Yar Street at Srinagar, Cashmere.” 

Dowie probably will not accept the Indian 
Messiah’s challenge for some time to come. His 
prayers are all taken for months ahead and he 
is so busy getting ready for hisChristianization 
of Gotham that he isn’t paying any particular 
attention to Punjabians of any caste, be they 
nude pariahs or Messiahs clad in old overcoats 
and white breeches. 


ARTICLE 41 - THE INTER OCEAN 


Dowie Doesn’t Like Prophets. 


If Mirza Ghulam Ahmad takes it into his 
head to come to this country and beard the 
prophet in his own land office, he will find 
that Dowie hasn't been wasting any time fool- 
ing with other Messiahs. He will find instead 
that Dowie has been engineering town-lot 
booms and directing the program of the col- 
lection takers between prayers. He will find a 
few stores where he can buy a new coat and a 
decent-looking hat, ifhe has the money, and he 
will find a hotel where he may sleep if he does 
not neglect the Zion City cash drawer. 

But Mirza will not find a warm welcome 
if he comes. Dowie isn’t inviting any rival 
prophets or Messiahs. He doesn’t want any 
side shows, and, what is more, he never would 
listen to the Easterner’s proposition, for Mirza 
insists upon writing the prayer. The Zionites 
fear there is some sort of a hidden trick in this 
very proposition, and they declare they know 
the doctor won't have anything to do with the 
plan. 

At any rate, over in Punjab Dowie will be 
discredited if he does not enter the duel. But 
there are not many Hindoos in the Dowie 
flock, so, in the long run, it doesn’t make much 
difference. But the question is not one of what 
the followers think about it. It is, Who isa liar? 

Will Dowie fight it out? 
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2 mia Sahat Aptwd, who dyrally to narthery Hin. 
be dgitad  shasangie ALEERDAer ‘Dole to b*praplag ‘match, 
Tia {o an: Ho might tho way he 


fd thteatais ; 


THE SUNDAY TIMES—UNION 


June 28, 1903—Jacksonville, Tennessee, USA 


One Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who dwells in northern 
Hindostan, challenges Alexander Dowie to a praying 
match, and threatens to pray him to death. He might 
the way he spells it, but if he spelled it with an “e” 
Dowie would give him six in the seven and beat him 
out. 
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r ee r7o, by takin Thomas 


| Worcester Sanday PP 


‘Alexander Dowie baz a rival In Inala | 
jAn Indien priest nas horied a milpity 
}thaliengs at Hiljeh II] of Zion City. 
He hints strongly that Dowls is & thine 
prophet while he (the Endiap) in the 
| “real article.” “Let us put the matter 
to test,” the Indian says, “let us kneel 
together In the dust of the earth and 
pray that the one who lies bé smi ten 
first. “Possibly should the’ duel 

f off Dowle and the Indian viay faoes 


at the same time. 


WORCESTER SUNDAY SPY 


June 28, 1903—Worcester, Massachusetts, USA 


Alexander Dowie has a rival in India. An Indian 
priest has hurled a mighty challenge at Elijah III of 
Zion City. He hints strongly that Dowie is a false 
prophet while he (the Indian) is the “real article.” 
“Let us put the matter to test,” the Indian says, “let us 
kneel together in the dust of the earth and pray that 
the one who lies be smitten first.” Possibly should the 
duel come off Dowie and the Indian may perish at 


the same time. 
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SEVENTEENTH 


A PRAYER DUEL 
‘| The most unique contest that has beer 
{) proposed for some time ix a prayer duel 
[) The challenge comes from Mirza Ghulam 
Ahbrnad, of Punjab, Ind., and it is direct 
ed to Dr. Dowie of Chicago. He pro 
poses that he and the doctor shall eact 
petition the Almighty “that of us twe 
whoever is the liar may perish first;" 
and they are to keep it up until the 
point is settled, which Mirza seems con- 


: 


rupid The that Dr. 
Dowie furnishes in of his 
extra: vory 


vagant claims tthe 
height of absurdity, He claims to 
have healed hundreds of sick men. 


im the highest degreet 
it that this Messiah teaches 
thet Christ was a good man, but not di- 
vine. Further, that he did not die on 
the «roses, but was taken down alive, re 
covered, traveled eastward and lived to 
a gow! old age His tomb is said to be 
at Sinagar, Cashmere, where it has been 
seen by hundreds of thousands. 
But that is aside from the challenge. 


; 
{ 
F 
F 
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GREAT FALLS DAILY TRIBUNE 


June 29, 1903— Great Falls, Montana, USA 


A PRAYER DUEL 


The most unique contest that has been pro- 
posed for some time is a prayer duel. The chal- 
lenge comes from Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of 
Punjab, Ind., and it is directed to Dr. Dowie 
of Chicago. He proposes that he and the doc- 
tor shall each petition the Almighty “that of us 
two whoever is the liar may perish first;” and 
they are to keep it up until the point is settled, 
which Mirza seems confident it will be. 

It appears that the Hindu claims to be the 
Messiah “sent for the reformation of the world? 
and he has a following of 100,000 souls. In the 
course of his challenge he further declares: 

Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 
that this challenge does not proceed from 
an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 
Messiah, the promised one, for whom he is so 
anxiously waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s posi- 
tion and mine the difference is this, that Dowie 
fixes the appearance of the Messiah within the 
next 25 years, while I give him the glad tidings 
that the Messiah has already appeared. I am 
that Messiah, and Almighty God has shown 


numerous signs from earth as well as from 


heaven in my support. My following, which 
already claims a hundred thousand souls, is 
making rapid progress. The proof that Dr. 
Dowie furnishes in support of his extravagant 
claims is the very height of absurdity. He claims 
to have healed hundreds of sick men. But why 
did his healing power fail in the case of his own 
beloved daughter, where it should have been 
exercised in the highest degree? 

It appears that this Messiah teaches that 
Christ was a good man, but not divine. Further, 
that he did not die on the cross, but was taken 
down alive, recovered, traveled eastward and 
lived to a good old age. His tomb is said to be 
at Sinagar [sic—Srinagar], Cashmere, where it 
has been seen by hundreds of thousands. 

But that is aside from the challenge. It is 
up to Dowie now to show his faith in himself. 
Probably he won't accept the challenge, and 
that will leave Mr. Mirza the undoubted right 
to claim the prayer championship of the world. 
But why is it that Dowie alone is challenged? 
There are others. 
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_Samaunnah Marning News. 


SAVANNA AHL G G AW MONDAY. JUNE NE 29. 21). 19003. 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, in 


the Punjab, has sent a challenge to 
“Elijah II” Dowie, at Zion City, near 
Chicago. The Indian, who is a Mo- 
hammedan priest, thinks Dowle is a 
fraud and imposter. In order to prove 
it, and at the same time to prove the 
correctness of his own religion, he pro- 
poses that he and Dowie meet in a 
duel of prayer ‘to the death. At a cer- 
tain time the praying is to begin, each 
to his own deity, and the burden of 
the prayers isto be that whichever is 
the liar shall be stricken dead. 


ARTICLE 45 - SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 


SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 


June 29, 1903—Savannah, Georgia, USA 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, in the Punjab, 
has sent a challenge to “Elijah II” Dowie, at Zion City, 
near Chicago. The Indian, who is a Mohammedan 
priest, thinks Dowie is a fraud and imposter. In order 
to prove it, and at the same time to prove the cor- 
rectness of his own religion, he proposes that he and 
Dowie meet in a duel of prayer to the death. At a 
certain time the praying is to begin, each to his own 
deity, and the burden of the prayers is to be that 
whichever is the liar shall be stricken dead. 
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2d Edition EL PASO HER ALD. 4 O’clock 


PRICE FIVE CENTS. 


A gentleman whose cards bear the 
inscription “Mirza Chulam Ahmad, 
Buddhist, Quadian, Punjab, India,” 
challenges Elijah Dowie to a praying 
duel, the loser to be eliminated by act 
of Providence. Dowie will not accept. 
Mirza says Dowie is a rank fake. 


2 geeeeperee 


EL PASO HERALD 


June 30, 1903—El Paso, Texas, USA 


A gentleman whose cards bear the inscription “Mirza 
Chulam [sic—Ghulam] Ahmad, Buddhist, Quadian 
[sic—Qadian], Punjab, India,” challenges Elijah 
Dowie to a praying duel, the loser to be eliminated 
by act of Providence. Dowie will not accept. Mirza 
says Dowie is a rank fake. 
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Whoukingville Kentuckian. 


VOL, xxv. HOPKINSVILLE, KENTUCKY, TUESDAY, JUNE NO. 52 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of India, 
claims to be the**promised Messiah’ 
and has challenged Dr. Dowlic, of 
Illinois, to a prayer-duel Keach 
side is to petition the Almiybty 
‘that of us two whoever is the lia: 
may perish first”’ The Indian 
| Messiah claims to be “the very 
j Messiah. the promised one.” 


HOPKINSVILLE KENTUCKIAN 


June 30, 1903—Hopkinsville, Kentucky, USA 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of India, claims to be the 
“promised Messiah” and has challenged Dr. Dowie, 
of Illinois, to a prayer duel. Each side is to petition 
the Almighty “that of us two whoever is the liar may 
perish first.” The Indian Messiah claims to be “the 
very Messiah, the promised one.” 
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HE GREENSBORO PATRIO 


VOL. 82. r GREENSBORO, N. C., WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 1903. 


Modern Messiahs at War. 


Dr. Dowie, of Chicago, has been chal- 
len toa preven duel to the death 
by Mirza Ghulam Hhmad, of Quadian, 
Punjab, India. — 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, 
to a duel,’”’ says Mia in his ‘‘defi.’’ 
‘*The weapons shall be prayer. Let us 
kneel on our knees in the dust of the 
earth, you and I together, and petition 
the Almighty that of us two whoever 
is the liar shall perish first.”’ 

Elijah II. has not accepted the chal- 
lenge. 

Mirza says he is ‘‘the promised Mes- 
siah’’ sent ‘‘for the reformation of 
the world exactly at the time fixed by 
calculations based on Biblical prophe- 
cies.” 

‘*T am the very Messiah, the promis- 
ed one, for whom he is so anxiously 
waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s posi- 
tion and mine) the difference is this, 
that Dowie fixes the appearance of the 
Messiah within the next twenty-five 
years, while I give him the glad tid- 
ings that the Messiah has already a 
peared. I am the Messiah. I will 
pray him to death tosettle the ques- 
tion.’’ 


156 


ARTICLE 48 - THE GREENSBORO PATRIOT 


THE GREENSBORO PATRIOT 


July 1, 1903—Greensboro, North Carolina, USA 


Modern Messiahs at War. 


Dr. Dowie, of Chicago, has been challenged to a 
praying duel to the death by Mirza Ghulam Hhmad 
[sic—Ahmad] of Quadian [sic—Qadian], Punjab, 
India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mirza in his “defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Almighty that of 
us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah I. has not accepted the challenge. 

Mirza says he is “the promised Messiah” sent “for 
the reformation of the world exactly at the time fixed 
by calculations based on Biblical prophecies.” 

“I am the very Messiah, the promised one, for 
whom he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-five years, while I give him the glad 
tidings that the Messiah has already appeared. I am 
the Messiah. I will pray him to death to settle the 
question.” 
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ARTICLE 49 - THE MONTANA DAILY RECORD 


THE MONTANA DAILY RECORD 


July 1, 1903—Helena, Montana, USA 


Challenge to Duel of Prayer 


Alexander Dowie has found a foeman wor- 
thy of his steel. The Chicago prophet recently 
redicted that in fullness of time his cult would 
spread over all the earth, and that in that time 
all those of the Mohammedan faith would be 
annihilated as being hateful in the sight of the 
Lord. Why Dowie chose to pick upon the fol- 
lowers of that other prophet is not recorded. 
But his temerity has marked him for the test. 
He has been challenged to fight a duel to 
demonstrate which is right. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the self-consti- 
tuted champion of the Mohammedans. He 
comes from a race of Indian fakirs, and he, too, 
proclaims himself a Messiah. But he is not as 
cruel as Dowie. He does not want to annihi- 
late a whole people to settle the issue. With 
merciful feeling that puts the Chicago man in 
shame he proposes that each enter upon a sea- 
son of prayer, that upon their bending knees 
they shall pray each for the annihilation of the 
other. Who so survives, if the other shall per- 
ish, will be easily and naturally removed from 
the field. The other will as easily and naturally 
fall heir to the following of the misguided 
one, Mirza Ghulam Ahmed is playing for big 


stakes, For it is common report that Dowie has 
a rich bank account and much real estate, the 
results of years of frugal labor in the vineyard 
as a Messiah. It is a business that has paid in 
Chicago. 

Seemingly the East Indian has the better of 
the argument thus far. At least, those who do 
not want to see the indiscriminate slaughter of 
all the adherents of a faith will prefer the plan 
of Ahmad to the prediction of Dowie. The 
whole thing would seem ridiculous if it were 
not for the terrible earnestness of the follow- 
ers of both. It would be sac religious if anyone 
else believed that the pretensions of the rival 
“Messiahs” amounted to anything. Dowie, 
who has openly professed to have the power of 
withering with his curse and healing with his 
blessing, and who has turned the credulity of 
his people to good account, should not miss 
the opportunity to prove what he can really 
do. There is the chance that Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, who is a simple man and wears scant 
raiment may contract a severe case of rheuma- 
tism from kneeling on the bare ground; and if 
the disease should prove fatal wouldn’t it be 
worth to Dowie as advertising! 
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A Hindoo has challenged Elijah | 
Dowie to a duelof prayers. Holy 
smoke how I would like to see it! 


r 


THE MIRROR 


July 2, 1903—Stillwater, Minnesota, USA 


A Hindoo has challenged Elijah Dowie to a duel of 
prayers. Holy smoke how I would like to see it! 
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Ose cannot but fear that we are going 
| to lose our only Dowie. He has been 
challenged to a prayer duel. something 
entirely new in religious =tunts, and the | 
terms laid down by the challenger make 
jit look exceedingly shaky for the Zion 
leader, Mirza Ghulam Abmad, who de- 
sires toendeavor to pray Dowie to aA 
standstill, in his challenge says that 
they shall “petition the Almighty that 
of us two whoever in the liar shall perish 
first.” Every patriotic American who 
knows anything of Dowie will not fail to 
put his money on the Zionist, Lhe lat- 
er has nut yet sent in his acceptance, 
and itis supposed that he wants time to 
settle up his affairs. 


COURIER DEMOCRAT 


July 02, 1903—Langdon, North Dakota, USA 


One cannot but fear that we are going to lose our 
only Dowie. He has been challenged to a prayer 
duel, something entirely new in religious status, 
and the terms laid down by the challenger make it 
look exceedingly shaky for the Zion leader. Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, who desires to endeavor to pray 
Dowie to a standstill, in his challenge says that they 
shall “petition the Almighty that of us two whoever 
is the liar shall perish first.” Every patriotic American 
who knows anything of Dowie will not fail to put his 
money on the Zionist. The later has not yet sent in 
his acceptance and it is supposed that he wants time 
to settle up his affairs. 
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Elijah Dowie has Leen challenged 
to a praying duel to the death. The 
challenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
of Quandinn Punjaub, India 


ARTICLE §2 - NORTHERN WISCONSIN ADVERTISER 


NORTHERN WISCONSIN 
ADVERTISER 


July 2, 1903—Wabeno, Wisconsin, USA 


Elijah Dowie has been challenged to a praying duel 
to the death. The challenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
of Quandian Punjaub [sic—Qadian Punjab], India. 
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Historical Society x 


ROSEBUD COUNTY NEWS. 


VOL 6. FORSYTH, MONTANA, THURSDAY, JULY 2, 1903. 


NO. 13 


Lige Dowie is up against it. now. 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the 
Messiah, has challenged him to a duel 
of prayer a la mort. The dusky 
‘*Messiah’’ says: ‘*Whoever of us isa 
liar may perish first.’’ Mirza Ghulag 
Ahmad had better talk softly, for Lige 
is in no immediate danger of extinction. 
Heaven wouldn't have him and he’s 
too big a job for the devil to tackle. 


SS 
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ARTICLE 53 - ROSEBUD COUNTY NEWS 


ROSEBUD COUNTY NEWS 


July 2, 1903—Forsyth, Montana, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, of Quadian [sic—Qadian], Punjab, India, 
who claims to be the Messiah, has challenged him 
to a duel of prayer a la mort. The dusky “Messiah” 
says: “Whoever of us is a liar may perish first.” Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad had better talk softly, for Lige is in 
no immediate danger of extinction. Heaven wouldn't 
have him and he’s too biga job for the devil to tackle. 
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THE HENDRICKS PIONEER 


July 2, 1903—Hendricks, Minnesota, USA 


Lige Dowie is up: against. it 
now. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Quadian, Punjab, India, who 
claims to be the Messiah, has 
challenged him to a duel of 
prayer a la mort. The dusky 
“Messiah” says: ‘Whoever of 
us {8 a liar may ‘perish first.” 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had better 
talk softly, for Lige is in no im- 
mediate danger of extinction. 
Heaven wouldn’t have him and 
he’s too big a job for the devil to 
tackle. 
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THE LATTER DAY SAINTS 
MILLENNIAL STAR 


July 2, 1903—Liverpool, England, UK 


WHICH IS THE LIAR? 


A unique plan has been proposed by an East Indian religious leader to 
prove which is a liar, he or Dr. Dowie of Chicago, The Oriental, whose name 
is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, claims to be Messiah, and it is reported that he has 
about one hundred thousand followers. As Mr. Dowie claims to be Elijah, 
the forerunner of the Lord, there is an evident inconsistency between the two. 
In the Review of Religions, of Gurdaspur, India, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad writes: 

“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind that this challenge does not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s position and 
mine the difference is this, that Dowie fixes the ap ce of the Messiah 
within the next twenty-five years, while I give him the glad tidings that the 
Messiah has already appeared. [ am that Messiah, and Almighty God has 
shown numerous signs from earth, as well as from heaven in my support. M 
following, which already claims a hundred thousand souls, is making a rapi 
progress, The proof that Dr. furnishes in support of his extrav: t 
claims is the very height of absurdity. He claims to have healed hund of 
sick men, But why did his healing power fail in the case of his own beloved 
daughter, where it should have been exercised in the highestdegree}] * * * 

“Whether the God of Mohammedans or the God of is the true God 
may be settled without the loss of millions of lives whic . Dowie’s ic- 
tion would involve. That method is that, without threatening the Moham- 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 423 


medan public in general with destruction, he should choose me as his opponent 
and pray to God that of us two whoever is the liar may perish first. I look 
upon the son of Mary as a weak human being, although I recognize him as a 
prophet of God, while Dr. pee takes him for the Lord of Universe. Which 
of py ne -' 7 — - pate . e _ Dowie hy certain of _ — 
ity o' son of Mary, he should publish the rayer with the sig- 
natures of at least one euiend ain sal it. Upon receiving it, I 
should address the same prayer to Almighty God and publish it with the 
signatures of the same number of witnesses. If Dr. has the courage to 
accept this challenge, he will thereby open a way for all other Christians to 
the acceptance of truth. In making this proposal I have not taken the 
initiative, but the jealous God has inspired me — Dr. Dowie’s presump- 
tuous prediction that all Mohammedans shall perish.” 

The Savior predicted that false Christs and false prophets should arise 
showing great signs and wonders and deceiving, if it were possible, the very 
elect. But His coming should be unmistakable. “For as the lightning 
cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall the coming 
of the Son of man be.” The challenge to this duel of prayer leaves time to 
decide which man is the liar. That was safe. May not this incorruptible 
arbiter, time, put them both in the same category! 
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* sedi SALINA HERALD. 


_ OLDEST PAPER IN | CENTRAL KANSAS 


VOLUME XXXVI NUMBER 20, 7 SALINA, KANSAS, THURSDAY, WEY 2, 1903, 8 PAGES 


Lick Dowiis up against it now. 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the 
Messiah, has challenged him to a duel 
of prayer a Ja mort. The dusky ‘‘Mes- 
siah” says: ‘Whoever of us isa liar 
may perish first.’’ Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad had better talk softly, for Lige 
is in no immediate danger of extinction. 
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THE SALINA HERALD 


July 2, 1903—Salina, Kansas, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Quadian, Punjab, India, who claims to be 
the Messiah, has challenged him to a duel of prayer 
ala mort. The dusky “Messiah” says: “Whoever of us 
is a liar may perish first.” Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had 
better talk softly, for Lige is in no immediate danger 
of extinction. 
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SSiChe Selden Independent. f=) 


~ SELDEN, SHERIDAN COUNTY, KANSAS, THURSDAY, JULY 2, 1903. 


eee 


| Lige Dowie is up againstit now 
|Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, Punjab, 

India, who claims to be the Mes- 
|siah, has challenged him to a 
‘duell of prayer a la mort. The 
| dusky “Messiah” says: “Whoev- 
| er of us is a liar may perish first.” 
| Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had better 
| talk softly, for Lige is in no im- 
jeaectote danger of extinction. 
|Heayen wouldn’t have him and 
he’s too big a job for the devil to 
tackle, 


THE SELDEN INDEPENDENT 


July 2, 1903—Selden, Kansas, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, Punjab, India, who claims to be the Messiah, 
has challenged him to a duell [sic—duel] of prayer a 
la mort. The dusky “Messiah” says: “Whoever of us 
is a liar may perish first.” Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had 
better talk softly, for Lige is in no immediate danger 
of extinction. Heaven wouldn’t have him and he’s 
too biga job for the devil to tackle. 
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We Give Trading Stamps for the Full @mount of All Subscriptions to The Tribune. 


_THE-PLYMOUTH TRIBUNE. 


Jobn Alexander Dowie has been 
challenged to a praying duel to the 
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ARTICLE 58 - THE PLYMOUTH TRIBUNE 


THE PLYMOUTH TRIBUNE 


July 2, 1903—Plymouth, Indiana, USA 


Mohamedan Challenges Dowie. 


John Alexander Dowie has been challenged to a pray- 
ing duel to the death. The challenger is Mizra [sic— 
Mirza] Ghulam Ahmad, of Quadian [sic—Qadian], 
Punjaub [sic—Punjab], India. “Come thou, O self- 
styled prophet, to a duel,” says Mirza in his “defi.” 
“The weapons shall be prayer. Let us kneel on our 
knees in the dust of the earth, you and I together, 
and petition the Almighty that of us two whoever 
is the liar shall perish first.” Dowie has not accepted 
the challenge. Mirza claims that he is the prom- 
ised Messiah, while Dowie claims to be Elijah, the 
prophet, reincarnated. It will be interesting to note 
how the false prophet will treat the false Messiah's 
challenge. 
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Pay ape Evening: Sentinel. | = 


In the State. 


VOLUME VIIL. : SANTA CRUZ, CAL., FRIDAY EVENING, JULY 3 3, 1903 NUMBER 28. 


NEW WAY OF DETERMINING 
TRUE CREEDS FROM FALSE. 


One Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quad- 
lan, Punjab, India, who confesses to 
| be the Messiah, has challenged “Dr.” 
John Alexander Dowie to a duel of 
prayer, each contestant to petition the 
Almighty “that of us two whoever is 
a liar may perish first’. Part of the 
text of the challenge is worth quoting: 

“Whether the God of Mohammedans 
or the God of Dowie ts the true God 
may be settled without the loss of mil- 
lions of lives whith Dr. Dowie's pre- 
diction would involve. That method 
is, that without threatening the Mo- 
hammedan public in general with de 
struction, he should choose me as his 
Opponent and pray to God that of us 
two whoever is the liar may perish 
first. [ look upon the son of Mary as 
a weak human being, although I recog- 
nize him as a prophet of God, while 
Dr. Dowie takes him for the Lord of 
the Universe. Which of us is right is 
the real point at issue. If Mr. Dowie 
is certain of the divinity of the son of 
Mary, he should publish the proposed 
prayer with the signatures of at least 
one thousand men affixed to it. Upon 
receiving it, I shall address the same 
prayer to Almighty God and publish i: 
with the signatures of the same num- 
ber of witnecses, If Dr. Dowle has the 
eourage to accept this challenge, he 
will thereby open a way for all other 
Christians to the aceeptance of the 
truth. In making this proposal, | 
have not taken the initiative, but the 
jealous God has Inspired me upon Dr 
Dowle’s preeumptious prediction thar 
al] Mohammedans shall perish", 
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ARTICLE §9 - EVENING SENTINEL 


EVENING SENTINEL 


July 3, 1903—Santa Cruz, California, USA 


NEW WAY OF DETERMINING 


TRUE GCREEDS PRON EASE: 


One Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, 
Punjab, India, who confesses to be the Messiah, 
has challenged “Dr.” John Alexander Dowie to 
a duel of prayer, each contestant to petition the 
Almighty “that of us two whoever is a liar may 
perish first”. Part of the text of the challenge is 
worth quoting: 

“Whether the God of Mohammedans 
or the God of Dowie is the true God may be 
settled without the loss of millions of lives 
which Dr. Dowie’s prediction would involve. 
That method is, that without threatening the 
Mohammedan public in general with destruc- 
tion, he should choose me as his opponent and 
pray to God that of us two whoever is the liar 
may perish first. I look upon the son of Mary 
as a weak human being, although I recognize 


him as a prophet of God, while Dr. Dowie 
takes him for the Lord of the Universe. Which 
of us is right is the real point at issue. If Mr. 
Dowie is certain of the divinity of the son of 
Mary, he should publish the proposed prayer 
with the signatures of at least one thousand 
men affixed to it. Upon receiving it, I shall 
address the same prayer to Almighty God and 
publish it with the signatures of the same num- 
ber of witnesses. If Dr. Dowie has the courage 
to accept this challenge, he will thereby open a 
way for all other Christians to the acceptance 
of the truth. In making this proposal, I have 
not taken the initiative, but the jealous God 
has inspired me upon Dr. Dowie’s presump- 
tious [sic] prediction that all Mohammedans 


shall perish”. 
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=—=N ORFOLK Se INSU aise 


“VOL, ar 14, NU: 3 NORFOLK, NEBRASKA, FRIDAY JULY 3 1908, LK, NEBRASKA, _WetDAY JU LY y 1903, 


Pps a _ fl . Per Year. 


Lige Dowie is up «against it 
Lov. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
of Quadian, Punjab, India, who 
claims to be the Messiah, has 
challenged him to a duel of 
prayera la mort. The dusky 
“Messiah” says: “Whoever of 
us is a liar may perish first.” 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had 
bette: talk ioftly, for Lige is 
in no immediate danger of ex- 
tinction. Heaven wouldn’t 
have him and he’s too big a 
job for the devil to tackle. 


ARTICLE 60 - NORFOLK TIMES-TRIBUNE 


NORFOLK TIMES-TRIBUNE 


July 3, 1903—Norfolk, Nebraska, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, of Quadian [sic—Qadian], Punjab, India, 
who claims to be the Messiah, has challenged him 
to a duel of prayer a la mort. The dusky “Messiah” 
says: “Whoever of us is a liar may perish first.” Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad had better talk softly, for Lige is in 
no immediate danger of extinction. Heaven wouldn't 
have him and he’s too biga job for the devil to tackle. 
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Vol. 16 


TIMES 


ee — Ee 


WILMINGTON, VERMONT, JULY 3, 1903. 


=. et a 

Lige Dowie is up against it cord 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Auadian, 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the| 
Messiah, has challenged him to a duel | 
of prayer, a la mort. The dusky | 
‘“Messiah’”’ says: ‘Whoever of us is a | 
liar may perish first.” Mirza had) 
best talk softly for your Uncle Lige| 
is in no immediate danger of extinc- | 
tion. Heaven wouldn’t have him and} 
he is too biga job for the devil to} 
tackle. 


Face trae Conte. \ 


ARTICLE 61 - THE DEERFIELD VALLEY TIMES 


THE DEERFIELD VALLEY TIMES 


July 3, 1903—Wilmington, Vermont, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it again. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Auadian [sic—Qadian], Punjab, India, 
who claims to be the Messiah, has challenged him to 
a duel of prayer, a la mort. The dusky “Messiah” says: 
“Whoever of us is a liar may perish first.” Mirza had 
best talk softly for your Uncle Lige is in no immedi- 
ate danger of extinction. Heaven wouldn't have him 
and he is too big a job for the devil to tackle. 
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NORTH MONTANA REVIEW 


July 4, 1903— Glasgow, Montana, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. 
Mirza Ghulam Alimad of Quodian, 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the 
Messiah, hus challenged him to a duel 
of prayerala mort. The dusky 'Mes- 
sinh" suys: ‘*Whoever of us is a liar 
may perish first... Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad had better talk softly, for Lige 
is in nu immediate danger of extinc- 
tion. Ilcaven wouldn't have him and 
he’s too big a job for the devil to tackle, 
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THE BASIN PROGRESS 


July 4, 1903—Basin, Montana, USA 


Ligo Dowie is up against it now. 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, 
Punjab, India, who claims to bo tho 
Messiah, has challenged him to a 
duel of prayera ln mort. The dusky 
“Messiah” says: “whoovor of us isa 
liar may perish first, ”"Mizra Ghulam 
Ahmad had better talk softly, for 
Ligeisiu no immediate danger of 
extinction. Heaven wouldn't have 
him and he’s too big a job for the 
devil to tackle, 
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Saie Lake 23) Pre Des. Bre Patria -(fresana oun ; 
— 


SALT LAKE City AND DENVER. JULY 4.1 Colorado Catholic. Ninetcenth Year. 


———_o-———_—— | 
NOVEL BLASPHEMY. | 
— | 

The rival prophets and fake Mes- | 
siahs are getting down to business. 
A new light in the world of hysterical 
religion, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, a 
Hindoo rival of John Alexander Dowie 
of Chicago and “New Zion.” IIL, has 
challenged the latter to call on God 
to curse himself if he lies, instead of 
praying for curses on the head of the 
other fellow. This is the form of the} 


| 
} 
| 
| 


challenge: 

“That, without threatening the Mo- 
hammedan public in general with de- 
struction, he should choose me as; 
his opponent and pray to God that 
of us two whoever is the liar may 
perish first. Which of us is right, is 
the real point at issue. If Dr. Dowie 
is certain he should publish the pro- 
posed prayer with the signatures of 
at least one thousand men affixed to 
it. Upon receiving it, I should ad- 
dress the same prayer and publish it 
with the signatures of the same num- 
|ber of witnesses. lf Dr. Dowie has 
the courage to accept this challenge, 
he will thereby open a way for all 
other Christians to the acceptance of 
truth.” 

This is very much to the point and 
is not a bit worse than the anathemas 
Dowie has been launching at his op- 
ponents for some years. It looks as if 
the Mohammedan, who has come 
from out the dark, mysterious East 
to enlighten the poor benighted peo- 
ple of the West, is the better of the 
two. He is probably a fierce but hon- 
est fanatic while our own Dowie is an 
impostor pure and simple. 

ee a 
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ARTICLE 64 - THE INTERMOUNTAIN CATHOLIC 


THE INTERMOUNTAIN 
CATHOLIC 


July 04, 1903—Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 


NOVEL BLASPHEMY. 


The rival prophets and fake Messiahs are getting 
down to business. A new light in the world of hys- 
terical religion, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, a Hindoo 
rival of John Alexander Dowie of Chicago and “New 
Zion, Ill., has challenged the latter to call on God to 
curse himself if he lies, instead of praying for curses 
on the head of the other fellow. This is the form of 
the challenge: 

“That, without threatening the Mohammedan 
public in general with destruction, he should choose 
me as his opponent and pray to God that of us two 
whoever is the liar may perish first. Which of us is 
right, is the real point at issue. If Dr. Dowie is cer- 
tain he should publish the proposed prayer with 
the signatures of at least one thousand men affixed 
to it. Upon receiving it, I should address the same 
prayer and publish it with the signatures of the same 
number of witnesses. If Dr. Dowie has the courage to 
accept this challenge, he will thereby open a way for 
all other Christians to the acceptance of truth.” 

This is very much to the point and is not a bit 
worse than the anathemas Dowie has been launch- 
ing at his opponents for some years. It looks as if the 
Mohammedan, who has come from out the dark, 
mysterious East to enlighten the poor benighted 
people of the West, is better of the two. He is proba- 
bly a fierce but honest fanatic while our own Dowie 
is an impostor pure and simple. 
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T=} THE OMAHA SUNDAY BEE. Cuensi 


7 ESTABLISHED JUNE 19, 1871. OMAHA, SUNDAY MORNING, JULY 5, 1$03—THIRTY-SIX PAGES. SINGLE COPY FIVE CENTS, 


Pittsburg Dispatch: Dr. Dowle's preten- 
sions as a prophet and messiah have been 
challenged to a praying duel to the death. 
The challenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Quadina, Punjaub, India. “Come thou, O 
self-styled prophet, to a duel,’ says Mirzs 
in his defi. ‘“‘Let us kneel on our knees in 
the dust of the earth, you and I together, 
and pray the Almighty that of us two 
whoever is the Har shall perish first,.”’ Eli- 
jah II has not accepted the challenge. Let- 
ters and publications say that M raza is 
the “promised Messiah.”’ He says: “I am 
the very Messiah, the promised one, for 
whom he i so anxiously waiting. Between 
Dr. Dowle'’s position and mine the differ- 
ence is this: Dowtle fixes the appearance 
of the Meselah within the next twenty- 
five years, while I give him the giad tid- 
ings that the Messiah has already ap- 
peared. I am that Messiah. I will pray 
him to death to settle the question.” 


ARTICLE 65 - THE OMAHA SUNDAY BEE 


THE OMAHA SUNDAY BEE 


July S, 1903—Omaha, Nebraska, USA 


Pittsburgh Dispatch: Dr. Dowie’s pretensions 
as a prophet and messiah have been challenged 
to a praying duel to the death. The challenger is 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadina [sic—Qadian], 
Punjaub [sic—Punjab], India. “Come thou, O self- 
styled prophet, to a duel,” says Mirza in his defi. “Let 
us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, you 
and I together, and pray the Almighty that of us two 
whoever is the liar shall perish first.” Elijah II has not 
accepted the challenge. Letters and publications say 
that Mirza is the “promised Messiah.” He says: “Iam 
the very Messiah, the promised one, for whom he 
is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s posi- 
tion and mine the difference is this: Dowie fixes the 
appearance of the Messiah within the next twen- 
ty-five years, while I give him the glad tidings that 
the Messiah has already appeared. Iam that Messiah. 
I will pray him to death to settle the question.” 
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=="|’The Stanberry Owl. 


Stanberry, Gentry County, Missouri, Tuesday, July 7, 1903 


Mr. Dowie of Chicayo has 
been challenged to a duel of 
prayer by a ‘‘Messiah’’ in India, 
who sugwests that they petition 

| the Lord until he kills one of 
therm, The Hindu Seer who vis- 
ited Stanberry ought to have a 
hand in the matter and be inciud- 
ed as one of the party. 
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ARTICLE 66 - THE STANBERRY OWL 


THE STANBERRY OWL 


July 7, 1903—Stanberry, Missouri, USA 


Mr. Dowie of Chicago has been challenged to a duel 
of prayer by a “Messiah” in India, who suggests that 
they petition the Lord until he kills one of them. The 
Hindu Seer who visited Stanberry ought to have a 


hand in 
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ELLSWORTH MESSENGER. 


VOL. XXII ELLSWORTH, ELLSWORTH COUNTY, KANSAS, THURSDAY, JULY 9, 1903. 


Lige Dowie is up agaiust it now. 
Mirza Ghutam Ahmad, of Quadian, 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the 
Messiah, has challenged him to a 
duel of prayer a lamort. The dusky 
‘*Messiah’’ says: ‘**Whosoever of us 
is a liar may perish first.’’ Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad had better talk soft- 
ly, for Lige is in no immediate dan- 
ger of extinetion. Heaven wouldn’t 
have him and he’s to big a job for 
the devil to tackle. 
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ELLSWORTH MESSENGER 


July 9, 1903—Ellsworth, Kansas, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, of Quadian, Punjab, India, who claims to be 
the Messiah, has challenged him to a duel of prayer 
ala mort. The dusky “Messiah” says: “Whoever of us 
is a liar may perish first.” Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had 
better talk softly, for Lige is in no immediate danger 
of extinction. Heaven wouldn’t have him and he’s to 
[sic—too] big a job for the devil to tackle. 
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THE WEST VIRGINIA ARGUS. 


SOL ORE DRL A Tee, ms i | Feaily Wennpape, Uenecatic 1 Poitica, aad Beoteé the irre of thr Lata Mechanic, fans, Werctast fs Sches sed Qhrcter Se Communi, ani De Site Gemeaty 


VOLUME XXXII. KINGWOOD, PRESTON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA THURSDAY. JULY & mos. 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_— 

The papers tell of another duel 
between great men. It seems that 
John Alexander Dowie the owner 
and operator of Zion City one of 
the many suburbs of Chicago, has 
been challenged to a duel to the 
death by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Zuadin, Pun Jab India, who claims 
to be the Messiah and says he will 
pray Dowie to death to settle the 
question. We hope arrangements 
can§be made for. this duel andso far 
as we are concerned, we are willing 
for it to be a duel to the death on 


both sides. 
+ ———__________] 
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THE WEST VIRGINIA ARGUS 


July 9, 1903—Kingwood, West Virginia, USA 


The papers tell of another duel between great men. 
It seems that John Alexander Dowie the owner 
and operator of Zion City one the many suburbs 
of Chicago, has been challenged to the duel to the 
death by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Zuadin [sic— 
Qadian], Pun Jab [sic—Punjab] India, who claims to 
be the Messiah and says he will pray Dowie to death 
to settle the question. We hope arrangements can be 
made for this duel and so far as we are concerned, we 
are willing for it to be a duel to the death on both 
sides. 
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JACKSON EVENING NEWS. 


Bite Associated Press Reports JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI: FRIDAY, JULY 10, 1903. x Eectniee Associated ye te Sederts. 


—S—— } 


=— 


THE MOTION !S SECONDED. 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, of the Pur 
jaub. challenges Dowie, the Chicago 
prophe loa due to the death the weap. 
ons to be prayer, each pray till one 


dies. Good! 
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ARTICLE 69 - JACKSON EVENING NEWS 


JACKSON EVENING NEWS 


July 10, 1903—Jackson, Mississippi, USA 


THE MOTION IS SECONDED. 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, of the Punjaub, challenges 
Dowie, the Chicago prophet to a due[I] to the death, 
the weapons to be prayer, each pray[s] till one dies. 
Good! 
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= THE-TILLER AND TOILER== 


VOL. XIV. 


LARNED, TAWNEE COUNTY, KANSAS, FRIDAY, JULY 10, 1903, NO. 40 


—— 

Lige Dowie ig up against it now. 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the 
Messiah, has challenged him to a 
duel -of prayer a la mort. The 
dusky ‘“‘Messiah’’ says: **Whoever 
of us is aliar may perish first.’ 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had better 
talk softly, for Lige isin no immedi- 


eS ——————————— 


ate danger of extinction. Heaven 
would’t have him and he’s too big a 
iob for the devil to tackle. 

—-—-— @— - - 
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ARTICLE 70 - THE TILLER AND TOILER 


THE TILLER AND TOILER 


July 10, 1903—Larned, Kansas, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Quadian, Punjab, India, who claims to be 
the Messiah, has challenged him to a duel of prayer 
ala mort. The dusky “Messiah” says: “Whoever of us 
is a liar may perish first.” Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had 
better talk softly, for Lige is in no immediate danger 
of extinction. Heaven would’t [sic—wouldn’t] have 
him and he’s too big a job for the devil to tackle 
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Lawrence Daily 


Journal. 


«LAWRENCE, KANSAS, SATURDAY EVENING, JULY 


FOR A DUEL OF PRAYER. 


O44 Challenge Sent to Dr. Dowtle by 
a “Messiah” In India. 

Dr. J. A. Dowie has been challenged 

to a praying duel to the death by Mirza 

Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, Punjab, 


ut 
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ARTICLE 71 - LAWRENCE DAILY JOURNAL 


LAWRENCE DAILY JOURNAL 


July 11, 1903—Lawrence, Kansas, USA 


FOR VOM EM OF PRAYER 


Odd Challenge Sent to Dr. Dowie by a 
“Messiah” In India. 


Dr.J.A. Dowie has been challenged to a praying duel 
to the death by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, 
Punjab, India, says a Chicago special to the New 
York World. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mirza in his “defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Almighty that of 
us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah I has not accepted the challenge. 

Mirza says he is “the promised Messiah” sent “for 
the reformation of the world exactly at the time fixed 
by calculations based on Biblical prophecies.” 

“I am the very Messiah, the promised one, for 
whom he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference is this— 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-five years, while I give him the glad 
tidings that the Messiah has already appeared. I am 
that Messiah. I will pray him to death to settle the 
question.” 
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_.VOL, XXVIII, 


L="] The Topeka Daity C 


aa athe A Ee 


HERE’S A NEW ONE. 


- 's 

“Prophet” Dowie Has Been Chal- 
_ lenged to a Prayer Combat 
Dr. Dowie's pretensions as a prophet 
and Messiah have been challenged to a 
prayer duel to the death. The challenger 
_ Mirza Ghulam Aham of Quadina, 
Punjaub, India. +. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to 
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ARTICLE 72 - THE TOPEKA DAILY CAPITAL 


THE TOPEKA DAILY CAPITAL 


July 11, 1903—Topeka, Kansas, USA 


HERES A NEW ONE. 


“Prophet” Dowie Has Been Chal 
lenged to a Prayer Combat. 


Dr. Dowie’s pretensions as a prophet and Messiah 
have been challenged to a prayer duel to the death. 
The challenger is Mirza Ghulam Aham [sic— 
Ahmad] of Quadina [sic—Qadian], Punjaub [sic— 
Punjab], India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel,’ says 
Miraz [sic—Mirza] in his defi. “The weapons shall 
be prayer. Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the 
earth, you and I together, and pray the Almighty that 
of us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah II. has not accepted the challenge. Letters 
and publications say that Mirza is the “promised 
Messiah.” He says: “I am the very Messiah, the 
promised one, for whom he is so anxiously wait- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowie’s position and mine the 
difference is this: Dowie fixes the appearance of the 
Messiah within the next twenty-five years, while I 
give him the glad tidings that the Messiah has already 
appeared. I am that Messiah. I will pray him to death 
to settle the question.” Chicago Correspondence 


Pittsburg Dispatch. 
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a Oakland Pribune, |= 


VOL. | Ly “12'Pages _\_ < OAKLAND, CALIFORNI Ay ‘TU ESDAY EV ENING, JULY 14, 1908 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmed of the Pun-| 
|jaub challenges Dowle, the Chicago | 
| prophet, to a duel to the death, the! 
weapons to be prayer, each to pray till | 
joe dies. Good!—Houston Chronicle. 


CT  aeeeerees cme: 


OAKLAND TRIBUNE 


July 14, 1903 —Oakland, California, USA 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmed [sic] of the Punjaub [sic] 
challenges Dowie, the Chicago prophet, to a duel to 
the death, the weapons to be prayer, each to pray till 
one dies. Good!—Houston Chronicle. 
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way 
| |S 


DEVON AND EXETER 
DAILY GAZETTE 


July 15, 1903—Exeter, England, UK 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Punjab, India, 
who claims to be the promised Messiah, has 
challenged Dowie, of Chicago, to a duel of 
prayer, in which each of them is to petition 
the Almighty that, “whoever of us two is the 
liar may perish first.” The challenge has not 
been accepted up to the present. 
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CHEROKEE HARMONIZER. 


CENTRE, AL4, THURSDAY, JULY 16 1903 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Puadian, 
Punjab, india, who claims to be 
the Messiah, challenged him to a 
duel of prayer a Ja mort. The 
dusky “Messiah’’ says: “Whoever 
of usisaliar may perish first,” 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had better 
talk seftly, for Lige is in no im- 


mediate danger of extinction. Hea- 
ven woaldn’t have him and he’s 
too big a job for the devil to tackle. 


ARTICLE 75 - CHEROKEE HARMONIZER 


CHEROKEE HARMONIZER 


July 16, 1903—Centre, Alabama, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Puadian [sic], Punjab, India, who claims 
to be the Messiah, challenged him to a duel of prayer 
ala mort. The dusky “Messiah” says: “Whoever of us 
is a liar may perish first.” Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had 
better talk softly, for Lige is in no immediate danger 
of extinction. Heaven wouldn’t have him and he’s 
too biga job for the devil to tackle. 
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ltr. Dowie has been challenged to a 
praying duel to the death The chal- 
lenger is Mizra Ghulam Ahmad, of | 
Quadina Punjaub India Come | 
taou, O self-styled prophet, to a due | 
tays Mirza in his defi The weapons | 
shail be prayer let us kneel on our 


krees in the dust of the earth, you 


and | together, and pray the Almighty 
perish first Elijah Il has not ac- 
cepted tae challenge. Letters and pul 


lications sav that Mirza is the prom. 
ised Messiah.” | 


that of us two whoever is the liar sha'l | 
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THE CITIZEN 


July 16, 1903—Berea, Kentucky, USA 


Dr. Dowie has been challenged to a praying duel 
to the death. The challenger is Mizra [sic—Mirza] 
Ghulam Ahmad of Quadina [sic—Qadian], 
Punjaub [sic—Punjab], India. “Come thou, O self- 
styled prophet, to a duel,” says Mirza in his defi. “The 
weapons shall be prayer. Let us kneel on our knees 
in the dust of the earth, you and I together, and pray 
the Almighty that of us two whoever is the liar shall 
perish first.” Elijah II. has not accepted the challenge. 
Letters and publications say that Mirza is the “prom- 
ised Messiah.” 


ARTICLE 76 - THE CITIZEN 
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~The Billings Gazette. 


VOL. XIX. ‘ BILLINGS, YELLOWSTONE COUNTY. MONTANA. FRIDAY JULY 17, 1903. 


wee Se ee 


FOR A DUEL OF PRAYER. 


Oda Challenge Sent to Dr. Dowle by 
ae “Mesainh” tn Indian. 

Dr. J. A. Dowie las been challenged 
to a praying duel to the death by Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmuad of Quadian, Punjab, 
India, says a Chicngzo specinl to the 
New York World. 

“Come thou, O self styled prophet, 
to a duel,” says Mirza in his “defi.” 
“The weupons shall be prayer. Let us 
kneel on our knees In the dust of the 
earth, you and I together, and petition 
the Almighty that of us two whoever 
is the lar shall perish first.” 

Blijah If. has sot ncceepted the chal- 
lenge. 

Mirza says he is “the promised Mes- 
alah” sent “for the reformation of the 
world exactly at the time fixed by cal- 
cnlations based on Biblical prophecies,’” 

“I am the very Messiah, the prom- 
ised one, for whom he is so anxiously 
waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s posi- 
tion and mine the difference is this 
—Dowie fixes the appearance of the 
Messiah within the next twenty-five 
years, while I give him the glad tidings 
that the Messiah has already appeared. 
1 am that Messiah. [I will pray him to 
death to settle the question.” 


ARTICLE 77 - THE BILLINGS GAZETTE 


THE BILLINGS GAZETTE 


July 17, 1903—Billings, Montana, USA 


RORe ASD EI eA Yar ie: 


Odd Challenge Sent to Dr. Dowie by 
a “Messiah” in India 


Dr. J. A. Dowie has been challenged to a praying duel 
to the death by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian 
[sic], Punjab, India, says a Chicago special to the 
New York World. 

“Come, thou, O self styled prophet to a duel,’ says 
Mirza in his “defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. Let 
us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, you 
and I together, and petition the Almighty that of us 
two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah II. Has not accepted the challenge. 

Mirza says he is “the promised Messiah” sent “for 
the reformation of the world exactly at the time fixed 
by calculations based on Biblical prophecies.” 

“I am the very Messiah, the promised one, for 
whom he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference is this— 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-five years, while I give him the glad 
tidings that the Messiah has already appeared. I am 
that Messiah. I will pray him to death to settle the 
question.” 
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THE HUDSON INDEPENDENT 


July 17, 1903—Hudson, Ohio, USA 


Dr. Dowie has been challenged to a 
praying due] to the death. The chal-| 
‘Jenger is Mizra Ghulam Ahmad, of 
Quadina, Punjaub, India. “Come 
thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel,” 
says Mirza in his defi. “The weapons 
shall be prayer. Let us kneel on our 
knees in the dust of the earth, you 
and ] together, and pray the Almighty 
that of us two whoever is the liar shall 
perish first.” Elijah II. bas not ac- 
cepted the challenge. Letters and pub- 
lications say that Mirza is the “prom- 
ised Messiah.” 


————= 
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Will Dowie Fight Strange 
Duel With Prayer as Weapon 


Who is a Mar? 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Qedian, 
Punjab, India, wants to know, and he 
believes he cam get the truth out of 
John Alexander Dowie The Hindoo 
bas challenged the Zionite prophet to 
a duel to death and Dowie has turned 
up his nose at the Oriental prophet 
and refuses to say a word, 

The man of Punjab ts not «a joker, 
and he wants Elijah the Restorer to 
know it. He asks the Zion potentate 
to fight to the finish and he has named 
prayer as the weapon. Furthermore, 
Mirza, who claims to be the promised 
Messizh, has Isid down the rules for 
the deadly combat, and he demands 
that Dowle elther “shoot or give up the 
gun.” 

Dowle has not accepted the chal- 
fence. He has not said that he will 
not. His followers say he hasn't time 
for any Punjabians, and that he has 
enough to do in preparing to swoop 
down upon wicked New York in Octo- 
ber, when he intends to scrub the ter- 
ritory between the Bowery and the 
Bronx. 

Mira Ghulam Ahmad is jealous of 
the Illinois Messiah. He says some one 
is a Har and that he cef™ prove it. 
And he intends doing It Lys oray-r—a 
duel of prayer. He wants Dowte to 
stand up amd pray that whoever of 
the pair is a lar may perish instanter. 
Mirza has not named his seconds nor 
the place of combat, but he wants a 
thousand men to back him up, and he 
is willing to give John Ale=end=-- an 

showing. 


—_ 


prise as Chicago, and Dowle has the 
Hindoo eclipsed when it comes to be- 
ing 2 commercial Messiah. White 
Dowie is wearing .a gorgeous purple 
robe and carrying a staff that reaches 
two feet above his bald poll, Mirza 
has only & cast-off overcoat, a pair of 
white br and a boo cane. 
And in the matter of 


knotted turban fhat looks as religious, 
if it does not outshine, Dowie's 
Dowie ta Saee in fact, hi 
wie on prayer; . . 
orisons ascend almost continually, 
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THE SAINT PAUL GLOBE 


July 19, 1903—St. Paul, Minnesota, USA 


WILL DOWIE FIGHT STRANGE 
DUEL WITH PRAYER AS WEAPON 


Who is a liar? 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, Punjab, 
India, wants to know, and he believes he can get 
the truth out of John Alexander Dowie. The 
Hindoo has challenged the Zionite prophet to 
a duel to death and Dowie has turned up his 
nose at the Orential prophet and refuses to say 
a word. 

The man of Punjab is not a joker, and he 
wants Elijah the Restorer to know it. He asks 
the Zion potentate to fight to the finish and he 
has named prayer as the weapon. Furthermore, 
Mirza, who claims to be the promised Messiah, 
has laid down the rules for the deadly combat, 
and he demands that Dowie either “shoot or 
give up the gun.” 

Dowie has not accepted the challenge. He 
has not said that he will not. His followers say 
he hasn’t time for any Punjabians, and that he 
has enough to do in preparing to swoop down 
upon wicked New York in October, when he 
intends to scrub the territory between the 
Bowery and the Bronx. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is jealous of the 
Illinois Messiah. He says someone is a liar and 
that he can prove it. And he intends doing it 
by prayer—a duel of prayer. He wants Dowie 


to stand up and pray that whoever of the pair 
is a liar may perish instanter. Mirza has not 
named his seconds nor the place of combat, 
but he wants a thousand men to back him up, 
and he is willing to give John Alexander an 
equally fair showing. 


Mirza Is Not Prosperous. 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is jealous of by no 
means an ordinary prophet. He is nota banker, 
nor a real estate agent and a builder of cities, 
nor a lace maker. He hasn’t been very prosper- 
ous as a Messiah. Qadian isn’t as profitable a 
field for religious enterprise as Chicago, and 
Dowie has the Hindoo eclipsed when it comes 
to being a commercial Messiah. While Dowie 
is wearing a gorgeous purple robe and carry- 
ing a staff that reaches two feet above his bald 
poll, Mirza has only a cast-off overcoat, a pair 
of white breeches, and a bamboo cane. 

And in the matter of whiskers Mirza is 
considerably handicapped. Dowie’s chin is 
decorated with a snowfall that reaches to his 
watch chain, while the Mohammedan boasts 
only a straggling black beard that hardly hides 
his collar button. But he sports a puffed and 
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knotted turban that looks as religious, ifit does 
not outshine, Dowie’s hairless pate. 

Dowie is long on prayer; in fact, his ori- 
sons ascend almost continually, but, according 
to Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, they are not good 
prayers, and do not reach very high. 

Here is where Mirza expects to get the best 
of the captain of the Zion City baseball club. 
He says Dowie is a liar, and he is going to pray 
to the Almighty to strike down the liar. The 
Zionites declare this is unfair, and that Mirza 
would not be fighting on the square, for he 
would only be praying for the demise of his 
rival and would not be asking the Almighty to 
judge between them. 

Mirza, in his challenge, does not say he 
is willing to come to Zion City. He favors 
long-distance prayers, and believes he can 
undo Dowie by the wireless method as easily as 
if he had him at his side. 

This Mohammedan does not pose as a 
gleaner of shekels, but he does claim a large 
following. He tells the Chicago prophet that 
he has 100,000 devotees at his heels, and 
gives Dowie to understand he is no common 
exhorter. He has heard that Dowie despises the 
Mohammedans and he wants to know why. 

Mirza claims he was sent here for the refor- 
mation of the world exactly at the time fixed by 
calculations he has made on the Biblical proph- 
ecies. After this he says to the chief Zionite: 

“You should remember that this chal- 
lenge does not proceed from an ordinary 
Mohammedan. I am the very Messiah, the 
promised one, for whom you are anxiously 
awaiting.” 

This is notaccordingto Dowie’s calculation. 

Mirza then goes on in this wise: 

“Between Dr. Dowie’s position and mine 
the difference is this that Dowie fixes the 
appearance of the Messiah within the next 
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twenty-five years, while I give him the glad 
tidings that the Messiah has already appeared. 
I am the Messiah, and the Almighty God has 
shown numerous signs from earth as well as 
from heaven in my support. My following, 
which already claims 100,000 souls, is making 
rapid progress. 

“The proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in 
support of his extravagant claims is the very 
height of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did his heal- 
ing power fail in the case of his own beloved 
daughter, where it should have been exercised 


in the highest degree?” 
Would Not Shed Blood. 


The Indian claimant is a harmless sort of fellow, 
and he doesn’t desire to shed any blood in his 
duel. He believes he can settle his dispute with 
Dowie with no more serious consequences 
than the death of himself or his rival. 

“Whether the God of Mohammedans or 
the God of Dowie is the true God may be set- 
tled without the loss of millions of lives, which 
Dr. Dowie’s prediction would involve,’ writes 
the Punjab man. “That method is that, with- 
out threatening the Mohammedan public in 
general with destruction, he should choose 
me as his opponent and pray to God that of us 
two whoever is the liar may perish first. I look 
upon the Son of Mary as a weak human being, 
although I recognize him as a prophet of God, 
while Dr. Dowie takes him for the Lord of the 
universe. 

“Which of us is right is the real point at 
issue. If Dr. Dowie is certain of the divinity of 
the Son of Mary, he should publish the pro- 
posed prayer with the signatures of at least a 
thousand men affixed to it. Upon receiving it, 
I should address the same prayer to Almighty 
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God and publish it with signatures of the same 
number of witnesses. 

“If Dr. Dowie has the courage to accept 
this challenge, he will open a way for all other 
Christians to the acceptance of the truth. In 
making this proposal I have not taken the ini- 
tiative, but the jealous God has inspired me 
upon Dr. Dowie’s presumptuous prediction 
that all Mohammedans shall perish.” 


Has a Little Side Information. 


Before the Oriental gets through with the 
prophet of the north shore he tells him afew 
other interesting little things about the Savior 
that are not generally known outside of Punjab 
and the adjacent provinces. 

“An important discovery regarding Jesus 
Christ has been made by the followers. Jesus 
did not die upon the cross, but was taken down 
alive and senseless. Subsequently the Son of 
Mary recovered, traveled eastward, and lived 
to a good old age. His tomb is situated in Khan 
Yar street at Srinagar, Cashmere.” 

Dowie probably will not accept the Indian 
Messiah’s challenge for some time to come. His 
prayers are all taken for months ahead and he 
is so busy getting ready for hisChristianization 
of Gotham that he isn’t paying any particular 
attention to Punjabians of any caste, be they 
nude pariahs or Messiahs clad in old overcoats 
and white breeches. 
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Dowie Doesn’t Like Prophets. 


If Mirza Ghulam Ahmad takes it into his 
head to come to this country and beard the 
prophet in his own land office, he will find that 
Dowie hasn’t been wasting any time fooling 
with other Messiahs. He will find instead that 
Dowie has been engineering town lot booms 
and directing the programme of the collec- 
tion takers between prayers. He will find a 
few stores where he can buy a new coat and a 
decent-looking hat, ifhe has the money, and he 
will find a hotel where he may sleep if he does 
not neglect the Zion City cash drawer. 

But Mirza will not find a warm welcome 
if he comes. Dowie isn’t inviting any rival 
prophets or Messiahs. He doesn’t want any 
side shows, and, what is more, he never would 
listen to the Easterner’s proposition, for Mirza 
insists upon writing the prayer. The Zionites 
fear there is some sort of a hidden trick in this 
very proposition, and they declare they know 
the doctor won't have anything to do with the 
plan. 

At any rate, over in Punjab, Dowie will be 
discredited if he does not enter the duel. But 
there are not many Hindoos in the Dowie 
flock, so, in the long run, it doesn’t make much 
difference. But the question is not one of what 
the followers think about it. It is, who is a liar? 


Will Dowie fight it out? 


Dowie delivers a sermon before thousands of congregants 
in the Zion Tabernacle on July 17, 1904. 
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[exte| THE NOME 


VOL a. NO. on 


NOME ALASICA. SATURDAY AUGUST 1, 190m 


NUGGET [2s 


POK en ONT 


CREED CHALLENGES CREED. 


One Mirsa Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, Punjab, 
India, who professes to be the Messiah, has challenged 
“Dr.” Joho Alexander Dowie to a duel of prayer, 
each contestant to petition the Almighty “that of us 
tye whoever is the liar may perish first.” Part of 
the text of the challenge ie worth quoting: 

' “Whethar the God of Mohammedane or the God 
of Dowie is the true God may be be rettled without 
the loss of mi of lives which Dr, Dowie’s predic- 
tign would involve. That method is that, withoat 

tening the public in general with 

» he should cheose me as his opponent 

pray to God that of us two whoever is the liar 
may perish first. 1 look upon the son of Mary asa 
weak human being, although I recognize him as a 
prophet of God, while Dr. Dowie takes him for the 
Lard of the Universe. Which of us is right is the 

1 point at issue. If Dr. Dowie is certain of the 

divinity of the son of a ee ee the 
prayer with the sig of at. least one 

a men affixed to it. Upon receiging it, I 
should address the same prayer to Almighty God 
and publish it with the signatures of the same noum- 
ber of witnesses. If Dr. Dowie has the courage to 


The commendable points of this method of déter- 


sembles the trial in which the priests of Baal engaged 
with the Prophet. 

But what if both contestants are liars? Will 
they both be struck dead? Or, in accordance with 
the rule of equity that a plaintiff must come into 
court with clean hand, will the divine intelligence 
decline to take any notice of the issue presented ? 
That, probably, will be the judgment. 

Seriously, the cases of both Dowie and his chal- 
longer are worth some study as examples of how easy 
it is to draw follewers to a new religion, Dowie’s ex- 
traordinary settlement near Chicago has long been 
the wonder of sane men. He has made himeelf ex- 
ceedingly wealthy, and in epite of common senee, 
many thousands of persons believe all he tells them. 
His own daughter died, but still his disciples accept 
for truth his pretensions to being a divine healer. The 
other champion, Mirza Ghulam Abmad, is said to 
have over 100,000 followers who believe that he is the 
Messiah. This Indian alleges that Jesue did not die 
upon the cross, but was taken down alive and sense- 
less, subsequently recovered, traveled eastward, and 
lived to a good old age. The tomb in which Christ 
was buried, according to Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, is 
situated in the Khan Yar street, at Srinagar, Cash- 
mere, where it may be seen by all who doubt the 
story. 
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THE NOME NUGGET 


August 1, 1903—Nome, Alaska, USA 


CREEDIGHALLENGES CREED: 


One Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian, 
Punjab, India, who professes to be the Messiah, 
has challenged “Dr.” John Alexander Dowie to 
a duel of prayer, each contestant to petition the 
Almighty “that of us two whoever is the liar 
may perish first.” Part of the text of the chal- 
lenge is worth quoting: 


least one thousand men affixed to it. 
Upon receiving it, I should address the 
same prayer to Almighty God and pub- 
lish it with the signatures of the same 
number of witnesses. If Dr. Dowie has 
the courage to accept this challenge, 
he will thereby open a way for all other 


“Whether the God of Mohammedans or 
the God of Dowie is the true God may 
be be [sic] settled without the loss of mil- 
lions of lives which Dr. Dowie’s predic- 
tion would involve. That method is that, 
without threatening the Mohammedan 
public in general with destruction, he 
should choose me as his opponent and 
pray to God that of us two whoever is 
the liar may perish first. I look upon the 
son of Mary as a weak human being, 
although I recognize him as a prophet 
of God, while Dr. Dowie takes him for 
the Lord of the Universe. Which of us 
is right is the real point at issue. If Dr. 
Dowie is certain of the divinity of the 
son of Mary, he should publish the pro- 
posed prayer with the signatures of at 


Christians to the acceptance of truth. In 
making this proposal, I have not taken 
the initiative, but the jealous God has 
inspired me upon Dr. Dowie’s presump- 
tuous prediction that all Mohammedans 


shall perish.” 


The commendable points of this method of 
determining the true religion will occur at 
once to every practical person. Instead of being 
obliged in the pursuit of truth to study the 
hundreds of jarring sects and creeds, people 
will be enabled by the process of elimination, 
outlined in the Indian Messiah’s challenge, to 
sit down quietly and give their faith to the reli- 
gion whose representative survives. The result 
will be definite and decisive and will make 
easy what is at present a very difficult matter 
to determine. Nor is the test without scriptural 
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precedent, for it resembles the trial in which 
the priests of Baal engaged with the Prophet 

But what if both contestants are liars? Will 
they both will be struck dead? Or, in accord- 
ance with the rule of equity that a plaintiff 
must come into court with clean hands, will 
the divine intelligence decline to take any 
notice of the issue presented? That, probably, 
will be the judgment. 

Seriously, the cases of both Dowie and his 
challenger are worth some study as examples 
of how easy it is to draw followers to a new 
religion. Dowie’s extraordinary settlement 
near Chicago has long been the wonder of 
sane men. He has made himself exceedingly 
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wealthy, and in spite of common sense, many 
thousands of persons believe all he tells them. 
His own daughter died, but still his disci- 
ples accept for truth his pretensions to being 
a divine healer. The other champion, Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, is said to have over 100,000 
followers who believe that he is the Messiah. 
This Indian alleges that Jesus did not die upon 
the cross, but was taken down alive and sense- 
less, subsequently recovered, traveled eastward, 
and lived to a good old age. The tomb in which 
Christ was buried, according to Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, is situated in the Khan Yar street, at 
Srinagar, Cashmere, where it may be seen by all 
who doubt the story. 
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The Greenbille Aaberate, 


GREENVILLE, ALABAMA, WEDNEsDay, AUG. 5, 1903. 3 “NUMBER. 42 


Lige Dowie is up againet it now. 
Mirza Gholam Ahmad, of Qua- 
dian, Punjab, India, who claims to 
be the Messiah, has challenged 
him to a duel of prayer a la mort. 
The dusky ‘‘Messiah” says: 

“Whoever of us isa ‘iar may 
perish first.” Mirza Ghulam Ab- 
mad had better talk softly, for 
Lige is in no immediste danger of 
extinction. Heaven wouldn’t have 
him and he’s too big a jv-b for the 
devil to tackle. 


THE GREENVILLE ADVOCATE 


August 5, 1903—Greenville, Alabama, USA 


Lige Dowie is up against it now. Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, of Quadian [sic], Punjab, India, who claims 
to be the Messiah, has challenged him to a duel of 
prayer ala mort. The dusky “Messiah” says: 
“Whoever of us is a liar may perish first.” Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad had better talk softly, for Lige is in 
no immediate danger of extinction. Heaven wouldn't 
have him and he’s too biga job for the devil to tackle. 
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2 TOS TUMEDAY AUGLNT A Yee 


A NOVEL OUEL PROPOSITION. 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Quadian, 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the 
‘Promised Messiah challenges Dr. 
Dowle to a duel of prayer Ilis prope of 
osition is that each side pray to the 
Almighty, “that of us two whoever is 
the liar may periah firs 
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DURANGO SEMI-WEEKLY 
HERALD 


August 06, 1903—Durango, Colorado, USA 


A NOVEL DUEL PROPOSITION 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian [sic—Qadian], 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the “Promised 
Messiah,” challenges Dr. Dowie to a duel of prayer. 
His proposition is that each side pray to the Almighty, 
“that of us two whoever is the liar may perish first.” 
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ARTICLE 83 - THE EVENING MAIL 


HALIFAX. CANADA, SATURDAY, ACGUST 22, 1903, 


tv 


Mirza Ghulam Abrnad of Quadian 
Punjab, India, who clalina to be the 


promised Messiah, has challenged Dow- 
le of Chicago to a duel of prayer, in 
which each one la to petition the Al- 
mighty ‘that of us two whoever ia the 
liar may perieh firat,”’ 


Ue 


THE EVENING MAIL 


August 22, 1903—Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Quadian [sic—Qadian] 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the promised 
Messiah, has challenged Dowie of Chicago to a 
duel of prayer, in which each one is to petition the 


Almighty “that of us two whoever is the liar may per- 
ish first.” 
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FOLUME XXIX. HALIFAX, CANADA, TUESDAY, AUOURT 25, 1903, NO, 202. 


seer at Reading and represents Mr. G. | promised Messiah, has challenged Dow- 
Palmer of biscuit fame standing: bare e of Chicago (0 @ duel of prayer. in 
headed, with a ellk hat d umbrella t: wl h enc! me is tO petition the Al- 
hand. l mighty “that of us two whoever Is the | 
A well near Pittsburg 5.575 feet deer | liar may pet first 
is the deepest artificial hi i h In Callfornia farmers plow a furrow 
world. The next deepest hore hole an | six miles | ength 
the globe is at Schladebact ; i hy | At Pittsburg ind Wheeling water left 
the Prussian government | rch for | overnight in the deepest wells becomes 
coal he 
Mirza Ghulan Ahmad } Quadia Pharaoh's riot in which he rode at | 
Punjab. | p the | Thebes has been discovered, jt fe said, | 


bed | 


THE HALIFAX HERALD 


August 25, 1903—Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Quadian [sic— 
Qadian] Punjab, India, who claims to be the 
promised Messiah had challenged Dowie of 
Chicago to a duel of prayer, in which each of 
them is to petition the Almighty that of us two 
whoever is the liar may perish first." 
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MORNI /\SEE PAGE 


__ The Manchester Guardian, 


~ MEPTENAER & inom Price One Peanpal= 


It seems a pity that all religions difficui:. 
cannot he amicably settled on the lines sugereted ! 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, of the Punjaub. This on: 
man, who claims to be the Messiah, has sert a form $ 
challenge to the famous Dr. Dowie, of Chueagu, 41: 
the “Amrita Bazar Patrika,” inviting him ta ad, 
of prayer, in which each of them is to pray that ‘ws 


ever of us two is the liar may perish first.” Son 
the challenge has not been accepted. \ 
Ss! a4 
Zim 


THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 


September 8, 1903—London, England, UK 


It seems a pity that all religious difficulties cannot 
be amicably settled on the lines suggested. Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmed [sic—Ahmad], of the Punjaub 
[sic—Punjab]. This gentleman, who claims to be 
the Messiah, has sent a formal challenge to the 
famous Dr. Dowie, of Chicago, as the “Amrita Bazar 
Patrika,’ inviting him to a duel of prayer, in which 
each of them is to pray that “whoever of us two is 
the liar may perish first.” So far the challenge has not 
been accepted. 


John Alexander Dowie 
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|_ Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Punjaub; 

‘India, who claims to be the promised 
| Messiah, has challenged Dowie, of 
Chicago, to a duel of prayer; in 
'which each of them is to petition 
the Almighty that ‘‘ whoever of us 
two is the liar may perish first.’ 
| The challenge has not been accepted 
‘up tc the present: 


—— —. a 


THE COLONIST 


September 24, 1903—Nelson, New Zealand 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of Punjaub [sic—Punjab], 
India, who claims to be the promised Messiah, has 
challenged Dowie, of Chicago, to a duel of prayer, in 
which each of them is to petition the Almighty that 
“whoever of us two is the liar may perish first.” The 


challenge has not been accepted up to the present. 


This the mansion that 
Dowie built for himself 
in Zion City. 


iE FIRST APOSTLE, JOHN ALEXANDER, ZION CITY, ILLINOIS 


Dowie envisioned an 
economically self- 
sufficient city and built a 
large lace factory as one 
of the means to that end. 


This is the Elijah Hospice 
built in 1902. It served as 
a hotel for construction 
workers and guests, and 
took 500 workers two 
months to construct 

this massive three-story 
building, which was the 
largest wooden structure 
in the State of Illinois. 
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606 FREE THOUGHT MAGAZINE 


Praying for direction which to accept.” 
lier Husband—“Indeed? [ suppore 
both are at the same «nlary.” 


—What ix the matter with Home? 
The Jerome Society, in the Vatican, is 
pow selling “the four gospels and the 
Acts of the Apostles for 2d.—four 
cents.” 


—A book. written by W. Moller, bas 
made its appearance under the title, 
vAre the Critics Right?” meaning the 
“Higher Critics." Of course they are 
right; in the order of evolution the obi 
must give piace to the new. 


—If the heathen are lost, who or 
which ts rexponsible—tiod or the Chrin- 
tlan church? This is a very pertinent 
question. Lat the Christians answer. 
since they claim to have been divinely 
commissioned to take care of every 
creature. 


—It is said that nowhere In the Old 
World do the Jews enjoy such a de 
gree of Iiberty as io the country where 
their fathers were once ainves, This is 
probally because Egypt is subject to 
British rule. In Calro there are fire 
synagogues. 


—A Scoteman thus defines meta- 
physics: “When a mon .wha kena 
uaeth’s aboot any subject takes a sub- 
ject that nae man kens anything aboot 
aml explains it to anither mon still 
more ignorant than himeelf that’s 
metaphysice.”” 


—At Linnie. Ky., yesterday. the Kev. 
Robert Le killed a Mr. Ellis Wool, 
with whom he had bad a quarrel, and 
fatally wounded Mr. Wood's son. The 
reverend gentleman was immediately 
arrested. He raid grace at the dinner 
table In the gon! afterwanis. 


—Parson Sollum: “Don't you think, 
Mr. Hennpecke, that In this, your last 
hour, sou should think of the future’ 
Are you not afraid of the King of 


Terrors?” Willle Hennpecke—"Cant 
eay lL am, parson. I've lived thirty-lx 
years with the Queen of Terrore. The 
old map can't scare me—" 


—Judging by the amount of space 
occupied in our great dally pewspa- 
pits, the two most Important erents 
that took place during the month of 
August were the death of the Pope 
and the installation of bis successor. 
and the fight of Jeffries and Corbett. 
At least the newesboys thought so. 


~—Duel of Prayer.—Mirzen Ghvlen 
Abmad, of Punjab, India, who claims 
to be the promised Messiah, has chal- 
lenged Dowle, of Chicago, to a due of 
prayer, In which each of them &s te 
petition the Almighty that “whoerer 
of us two is the lar may perish Grst.~ 
The challenge has not been accepted 
up to the present. 


—M,. Alphonse Henard, the cele 
brated mineralogist and Darwinian 
commentator, has died at Brussels 
Deceased was at one time a Jesuit 
priest, but two years ago he seceded 
from the church, and immediately af- 
terward married in London. 

It ts stated that strenuous efforts 
were made to obtain from him in bis 
dying bours a recantation of his her- 
etical views, but be remained firm to 
the last. 


—A woman of middle age, who mid 
whe was Mary McGowan, a drew 
maker, and boarded at 141 West Four. 
teenth street, walked Dberefoot up 
Broadway at 10 o'clock lam night. Sbe 
carried an image of Christ In her arms. 

By the time she had reached Thirtr- 
fourth #treet a crowd had gathered be 
hind to watch her. She then went 
out between the Broadway car tracks 
and, putting the Image on the ground. 
knelt. She was sent to Bellerue. 

If it is counted Insanity for a womans 
to bow before an image of Christ in 
the street, what is it when the same 
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—Duel of Prayer—Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, of 
Punjab, India, who claims to be the promised 
Messiah, has challenged Dowie, of Chicago, to a 
duel of prayer, in which each of them is to petition 
the Almighty that “whoever of us two is the liar may 
perish first.” The challenge has not been accepted up 


to the present. 
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ONE MODERN MESSIAH CHALLENGES 
HIS RIV ALS CLAIMS TO DIVINITY 


London Deities Carry On Warfare Through Press Agents, and In Proposed Contest the| 
. = } 


LONDON, October 3.—A sort of competi- 
| tlon in divinity has been tn progress here 
for some time, and the contending Messiahs 
are exploiting there several theologies by 


means of circulars. These Messiahs are 


modern in every sense and do not neglect 
j the arts of the press agent. Apparently 
heither has worked any miracles as yet, but 
one of them hax issued a challenge to the 


other to enter ipto a sort of long-distance 
ompetition 


The circular iesued by Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmed, one of the competing dieties, ex- 
| plains the situation, and begins 

The Rev, J. H, Smyth Pigott, pastor of the 

Ark of the Covenant,’’ who lives at the Cedar 
Lodge Clapton London, has recently 
| announced himself God, Thi an 
jhouncement | contained in two church 
handbill: entitled The Ark issued 
by Mr. Pigott the 7th and lath of Sey 
| tember, 1902. and sent to us by his private sec- | 
retary. Ip these announcements he asserts hi 
| Godhead in the me ri word He does 
not only utter the blasphemy of calling him 
| self the very “Lord J who suffered and 
|} died before, but with ( urrogance and 
presumptuousness styles himself as ‘the Lord 
uf the whole rth,’ “the Lord from Heaven,"’ 

the Judge of all men,’ and “alive for ever 
mor 
| These Irreverent and extravagant assertions 
are ineulting even to Jesus Christ, whose name 
has been assumed by the impostor. The jeal- | 


}ousy of God has come into motion on account | 
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; the 


One Who Dies First Loses. 


(Special by cable to New York and by leased wire, the longest in the world.) 


of the insult offered to His sacred name and to 
His messengers by the haughty assertion of 
a man who calls himself God and the Lord of | 
earth and heaven, and my true, pure, perfect | 
and powerful God bas theref« commanded me 
to warn him of the pur ment that awaits 
him. So far as human beiugs are concerned, 


1! now refrain from warning them of their evil 
fate because they have seen many such warn 
ing learly fultilled and because I have made 
a solemn promise to that effect, but Mr. Pigott 
reveals himself to his congregation as God and 
not as aman. A letter containing these beast- 
ful and bldsphemou ms has also reached 
secretary of our fice from Mr. Pigott's 
private secretary The pereon to whom this 


warning |s given is not a man, but a pretender 
to Divinity who claiins an Everlasting Life 
and Lordship of the earth and heavens I 


therefore warn him through this notice that ff 
he does not repeut of this irreverent claim he 


ehall be soon annihilated, even in my Iife 
time, with sore torment proceeding from God 
and not from the hands of a man his warn- 
ing of punishment is from the God who ts the 


God of earth and heavens 

onsume the pretender so that none muy again 
defile the earth with such false and arrogant 
claims 


His jenlousy shall 


It should alvyo be borne in mind that I am 
the true Messiah come to declare the glory of 
God upon earth. I am come in the rit and 
character of Jesus Christ. I am a man and 
with me are innumerable blessings of God 
within and without,-in the beginning and in 
the end. God has borne witness to my truth 


with heavenly signs shown in thousands. [| 
have more than a hundred thousand followers| 


¢ 


who have been brought to purity of life 
through me Thousal of heavenly signs 
which they have witnessed have worked a pure 


transformation in their lives. The death of 
Mr. Pigott within my lifetime shall be an 
other sign of my truth. If I dle before Mr 


Pigott I am not the true Messiah nor am | 
from God. But if Almighty God makes me a 
witness of Mr. Pigott’s death which shall he 
brought about by the efficacy of my prayer, 
let the whole world bear witness that I am 
the true Messiah and that I come from God 
We are both under the control of a higher 
power and that powerful God shall bring 


false Messiah to destruction within the life-| 
time of the true one. I| am over sixty-five! 
years of age and Mr. Pigott is, I believe, at 
least fifteen years younger than myself. In 


giving this warning | do not publish any pro- 
phecy about the death of a Mohammedan, a 
Christian or a Hindu, for Mr. Pigott does not 


| belong to any one of these religious systems 


Nay he claims to be the very God, | 
the Lord of Earth and Heaven. The 
death of this God sh: no doubt, be a wo! 
cerful thing and more wonderful etill his 
burial in dust. How soon shal! his everlast- 


Ing life end! May God, the perfect, powerful 

living and supporting God, soon show th! 

to the world. Amen THE PROPHET, 
MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD. 


The chief objection to this formula for the | 
discovery of God by aprocess of elimination 
is that it leaves the world in suspense wait- | 
ing for somebody to die, while in the mean} 


time theologies are all awry. | 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER 


October 4, 1903—San Francisco, California, USA 


ONE MODERN MESSIAH CHALLENGES 
EMS RIVALS CUAIMS TO DIVINITY 


London Deities Carry On Warfare Through Press Agents, and In Proposed Contest the 


One Who Dies First Loses. 
(Special by cable to New York and by leased wire, the longest in the world.) 


LONDON, October 3.—A sort of competition 
in divinity has been in progress here for some 
time, and the contending Messiahs are exploit- 
ing there several theologies by means of circulars. 
These Messiahs are modern in every sense and do 
not neglect the arts of the press agent. Apparently 
neither has worked any miracles as yet, but one of 
them has issued a challenge to the other to enter 
into a sort of long-distance competition. 

The circular issued by Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, 
one of the competing dieties [sic], explains the sit- 
uation, and begins: 


The Rey. J. H. Smyth Pigott, pastor of the 
“Ark of the Covenant, who lives at the 
Cedar Lodge, Clapton, London, has recently 
announced himself as God. This announce- 
ment is contained in two church handbills, 
entitled “The Ark,” issued by Mr. Pigottt on 
the 7thand 14th of September, 1902, and 
sent to us by his private secretary. In these 


announcements he asserts his Godhead in the 
most insolent words. He does not only utter 
the blasphemy of calling himself the very 
“Lord Jesus” who suffered and died before, 
but with excessive arrogance and presump- 
tuousness styles himself as “the Lord of the 
whole earth,’ “the Lord from Heaven,’ “the 
Judge of all men,’ and “alive for evermore “ 
These irreverent and extravagant asser- 
tions are insulting even to Jesus Christ, whose 
name has been assumed by the impostor. The 
jealousy of God has come into motion on 
account of the insult offered to His sacred 
name and to His messengers by the haughty 
assertion of a man who calls himself God and 
the Lord of earth and heaven, and my true, 
pure, perfect and powerful God has therefore 
commanded me to warn him of the punish- 
ment that awaits him. So far as human beings 
are concerned, I now refrain from warning 
them of their evil fate because they have seen 
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many such warnings clearly fulfilled and 
because I have made a solemn promise to 
that effect, but Mr. Pigott reveals himself to 
his congregation as God and not as a man. A 
letter containing these boastful and blasphe- 
mous claims has also reached the secretary of 
our office from Mr. Pigott’s private secretary. 
The person to whom this warning is given is 
not a man, but a pretender to Divinity who 
claims an Everlasting Life and Lordship of 
the earth and heavens. I therefore warn him 
through this notice that ifhe does not repent 
of this irreverent claim he shall be soon anni- 
hilated, even in my lifetime, with sore tor- 
ment proceeding from God and not from the 
hands of a man. This warning of punishment 
is from the God who is the God of earth and 
heavens. His jealousy shall consume the pre- 
tender so that none may again defile the earth 
with such false and arrogant claims. 

It should also be borne in mind that Iam 
the true Messiah come to declare the glory of 
God upon earth. I am come in the spirit and 
character of Jesus Christ. Iam a man and with 
me are innumerable blessings of God, within 
and without,in the beginning and in the end. 
God has borne witness to my truth with heav- 
enly signs shown in thousands. I have more 
than a hundred thousand followers who have 
been brought to purity of life through me. 
Thousands of heavenly signs whichthey have 
witnessed have worked a pure transformation 
in their lives. The death of Mr. Pigott within 
my lifetime shall be another sign of my truth. 


If I die before Mr. Pigott I am not the true 
Messiah nor am I from God. But if Almighty 
God makes me a witness of Mr. Pigott’s death 
which shall be brought about by the efficacy 
of my prayer, let the whole world bear witness 
that I am the true Messiah and that I come 
from God. We are both under the control of 
a higher power and that powerful God shall 
bring the false Messiah to destruction within 
the lifetime of the true one. Iam over sixty-five 
years of age and Mr. Pigott is, I believe, at 
least fifteen years younger than myself. In giv- 
ing this warning I do not publish any proph- 
ecy about the death of a Mohammedan, a 
Christian or a Hindu, for Mr. Pigott does not 
belong to any one of these religious systems. 
Nay he claims to be the very God, the Lord 
of Earth and Heaven. The death of this God 
shall, no doubt, be a wonderful thing and 
more wonderful still his burial in dust. How 
soon shall his everlasting life end! May God, 
the perfect, powerful, living and supporting 
God soon show this sign to the world. Amen. 
THE PROPHET, 


MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD. 


The chief objection to this formula for the dis- 
covery of God by a process of elimination is 
that it leaves the world in suspense waiting for 
somebody to die, while in the meantime theol- 
ogies are all awry. 
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=222)The Spokan 


SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, SATURDAY, ('TOBER 10, 1908, 


INDIA’S MESSIAH 


. 


CALCUTTA, Oct, 10.—Misza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Qudian, Panjab, India, in- 
sists that John Alexander Dowie of 
Zion, Til., U. 8. A., ix not up to date, 

Allah in good and Mahomet is 
}prophet truly, bat Mirza Ghulam Ah- 
mad is the Messiah! So claims Mires 


7 LT 


Ghulam Ahmad, Therein lies the fact 
|\that Dr. Dowie i« behind the times, 
|becuuse he has not fixe! the date of 
the Metsinh’s appearance for some time 
im the ment 25 scare! 

Therefore Mirza Ghulam Almad 
wroth with De. Dewie and would fight 
him a duel with prayers as the weapon. 
He sent the challenge som time ag, 
that each should pray that the othes 
perish, and Mirzah is lost in wonder 
ment that the overseer of Zion lias 


not teed the scratch, He expresees | 


AND HIS 


CHALLENGE -F0 DR. DOWIE. 


’ 
his amazement in an article just pub-| 
lished in the Review of Religions, which 
tinted on occasions at Gurdaspur, 
nail. ] 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowle! 
shal] know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
is No common man, is not a frail humen 
forsooth, the new Messiah writes: 

“Dr, Dowie should further bear in 
mind that thie challenge does not pro 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
Tam the very Messiah, the promised) 
one, four whom he is eo anxiously 
waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s position 
and mine the difference is this, that | 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Mes 
siah within the next 25 years, while 
I give him the giad tidings that the 
Messiah ha* already appeared. I am 
that Messinh, and Almighty God has 
shown numerous signe from carth as 
well as from heaven in my enpport. 
My following, which already claims a 
hundred thousand souls, is making rap 
id progress. The proof that Dr. Dow- 
ie furnishes in support of hix extrava- 
gant cluim« is the very height .of ab 
surdity, He claims to anve healed hun- 
dreds of sick men. Tint why did his 
healing power fail in the case of hix 
own belored danghter, where it «hould 
have been exercised in the highest de- 
grec?" 

In the same issue of the Review is 
announced “an important discovery 
regarding Jesue Christ." This “dis-| 
covery” is that “Jesus did not die upon) 
the cross." but was “taken down alive) 
and setiseless.” Subsequently the son 
of Mary “recovered, traveled eastward.) 
and fived up te a good old age.” Hie 
tomb. it ic aleo stated, ia “s#itunted in 
the Khen Yar street at Srinagar, Cash: | 
mere.” 

Serve the Review: “The incentro 


\ wertible test imony afforded by the tomb 


itself, backed as it is by the unanimous 
oral testimony of hundreds of then- 
eands of men. and by the written evi 
dence of ancient documents, becomes 
in our opinion too strong to be resi«t 
ed by the most determined of skep 
tics” 


e Press. “5227 
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THE SPOKANE PRESS 


October 10, 1903—Spokane, Washington, USA 


INDIAS MESSIAH AND HIS 
CHALLENGE TO DR. DOWIE. 


CALCUTTA, Oct. 10.—Misza [sic—Mirza] 
Ghulam Ahmad of Qudian [sic—Qadian], 
Panjab, India, insists that John Alexander 
Dowie of Zion IIl., US.A., is not up to date. 

Allah is good and Mohomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

Therein lies the fact that Dr. Dowie is 
behind the times, because he has not fixed the 
date of the Messiah’s appearance for some time 
in the next 25 years! 

Therefore Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is wroth 
with Dr. Dowie and would fight him a duel 
with prayers as the weapon. He sent the chal- 
lenge som|[e] time ago, that each should pray 
that the other perish, and Mirzah [sic—Mirza] 
is lost in wonderment that the overseer of 
Zion has not toed the scratch. He expresses his 
amazement in an article just published in The 
Review of Religions, which is printed on occa- 
sions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no 


common man, is not a frail human forsooth, 


the new Messiah writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in 
mind that this challenge does not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he is so anxiously 
waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s posi- 
tion and mine the difference is this, 
that Dowie fixes the appearance of 
the Messiah within the next 25 years, 
while I give him the glad tidings that 
the Messiah has alreadyappeared. I 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God 
has shown numerous signs from earth 
as well as from heaven in my support. 
My following, which already claims 
a hundred thousand souls, is making 
rapid progress. The proof that Dr. 
Dowie furnishes in support of his 
extravagant claims is the very height 
of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
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hundreds of sick men. But why did 
his healing power fail in the case of 
his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the 


highest degree?” 


In the same issue of the Review is announced 
“an important discovery regarding Jesus 
Christ.” This “discovery” is that “Jesus did not 
die upon the cross,’ but was “taken down alive 
and senseless.” Subsequently the son of Mary 


“recovered, traveled eastward, and lived up to 
a good old age.” His tomb, it is also stated, is 
“situated in the Khan Yar street at Srinagar, 
Cashmere.” 

Says the Review: “The incontrovertible 
testimony afforded by the tomb itself, backed 
as it is by the unanimous oral testimony of 
hundreds of thousands of men and by the writ- 
ten evidence of ancient documents, becomes 
in our opinion too strong to be resisted by the 
most determined of skeptics.” 
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Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian 
The Promised Messiah e Mahdi* 
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in house-to-house visitations, -exp 
the doctrines of the leader of. the hog 
promising, not only salvation but 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES 


October 17, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


DOWIE AND HIS HOST 
MASS IN THE GARDEN 


Four Thousand Followers of 
“Elijah II.” Ready for Crusade 


WEERS FOR HIS PROSPERT TY! 


“Prophet” of Zion Is Hopeful of 
Future Troubles, However—Wife 
Is Robbed of $1,500 Brooch 
—Army Goes Hungry— 


He Stops at the Plaza. 


John Alexander Dowie, claiming the title of 
“Elijah the Restorer; founder and general 
overseer of the Christian Catholic Church 
of Zion, with followers all over the world, 
and professing to have been commanded by 
Jehovah to redeem New York, arrived here 
yesterday on his mission with more than 3,000 
of his followers from Zion City, on the shores 
of Lake Michigan. During twenty-one days 
this army of restoration enthusiasts will labor 
unceasingly from dawn until midnight in 


song, in prayer, in exhortation, in great public 


meetings, and in house-to-house visitations, 
expounding the doctrines of the leader of the 
host, and promising not only salvation but 
divine healing on earth. 

Beneath the banner of this army the men 
and women and child members will proclaim 
“the everlasting Gospel of the Kingdom of 
God; repentance, salvation, healing, and holy 
living; baptism by triune emersion, obedi- 
ence, the Eleven Commandments, and the 
law of love; Christian union and co-opera- 
tion in church, home, business, and State; the 
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downfall of all forms of apostasy,secrecy, and 
tyranny; the restoration of all things,’ accord- 
ing to Elijah III. 

To the many dwellers in this city will go 
by platoons, by squads, by twos, and singly the 
crusaders, day by day, until in every palace and 
hovel, flat and tenement, on every street some 
member of every family will have received the 
message. 

The visitation to New York is the supreme 
effort in the life of Dowie, who within ten years 
has, from being an obscure street preacher in 
Chicago, built up a city of 10,000 inhabitants, 
has amassed a fortune for himself, and inciden- 
tally has drawn around him a following over 
whom he has practically absolute control. 

His plans for the movement on New York 
have been maturing for months. No detail 
has been omitted. He gave the command for 
his follower to join in the crusade in metrop- 
olis, and they left firesides, offices, shops, and 
children and came willingly and at their own 
expense. Almost the entire population of Zion 
City is here now—overseers, elders, evange- 
lists, deacons and deaconesses, and about 3,000 
“messenger,” including a choir of 500 voices, 
a band of 60 pieces, a fife and drum corps of 
30 members, and the Zion Guard, about 800 
strong. They bring twenty tons of tracts. 

This host from Zion City arrived through- 
out the forenoon yesterday on eight special 
trains. With the last of these trains arriving 
at the Grand Central Station at 9 o'clock 
was a palatial private car, the property of the 
President of the Nickel Plate Railway. In it 
came Dowie, “Elijah III.” “Elijah the Restorer,” 
the former street preacher, surrounded by 
all the luxuries of a millionaire, attesting the 
material posperity [sic] of his church and the 
soundness of his business judgment. 

With his wife, his son, and daughter and 
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son-in-law, Dowie drove in carriages to a luxu- 
rious suite of apartments specially reserved for 
them in the Plaza Hotel and breakfasted, while 
almost simultaneously from every railroad ter- 
minal his humbler followers poured into the 
city, crowding every street car and filling the 
streets in groups of pedestrians on their way to 
the general rendezvous of the restoration host 
at Madison Square Garden. 


IN THE AMPHITHEATRE. 


In the great amphitheatre the important com- 
manders of the invading army—men stern of 
visage, grim and careworn and businesslike, 
with little of the religious enthusiast about 
them, gave their orders amid the din of thou- 
sands of voices, the hammering and sawing 
of final preparation in the arena, the hustling 
of baggage, the rattle and rush and seeming 
confusion of the camping of an army. The 
“Restoration Host,” men, women, children in 
pinafores, and children in arms poured into 
the big building, while hundreds of natives 
crowded about and looked on in wonder. 

Besides the Dowie followers from Zion 
City there were delegations arriving from 
Philadelphia and Boston anda number of other 
Eastern cities, and at last the army encamped 
in the Garden numbered nearly 4,000. They 
were weary and sleepy and hungry, and they 
went without their breakfasts, but there was 
not a complaint heard. 

Later, when the self-proclaimed prophet 
came among them and directed them, rebuked 
them, cajoled them, scolded them, and patron- 
ized them like so many children, they lifted 
up their voices and hands in submission and 
adulation. 

“He has prospered us greatly,’ they cried. 

Later, the leader in the movement, in a 
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long interview with the newspaper men, which 
took the form of a sermon, proclaimed again 
that he was appointed a prophet by God, and 
denied that he had come to New York for the 
money that there was in it, although he admit- 
ted that investments in Zion were “the best 
investments.” He repeated that he had been 
called to New York by Jehovah to redeem 
it from wickedness and sin, and in the same 
breath denounced with vehemence the reli- 
gious press that had condemned his teachings. 

One moment bubbling over with anec- 
dote, at another thundering forth in a tirade 
against those whom he called his persecutors; 
again drifting back into stories of his early days 
and early struggles, his keen and penetrating 
voice was now lifted to its full volume, and 
again broken and choked by sobs. In this way 
he told what he said was his whole history 
and the history of his movement and his aims. 
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Then he went down into the great arena, where 
his army was swarming, and got order out of 
seeming chaos. Then he went back to his apart- 
ments and with his wife went for a drive in the 
Park in his carriage. 

The arrival of the Restoration host began 
at 7 o'clock in the morning, when the first spe- 
cial train got into Communipaw [?] over the 
Jersey Central Railway. It should have arrived 
at 6 oclock, but a hot box necessitated stop- 
ping the train. There were nine cars, including 
three Pullman sleepers, for not all the followers 
of Elijah are on an equal footing in this world. 
There were about 500 passengers on this train, 
and they were landed at Whitehall Street 
and boarded a long line of Broadway cars for 
Madison Square Garden. Not all of them got 
the cars, and there were many cases of wander- 
ers about lower Broadway inquiring the way to 
their rendezvous. 
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“ELAM UHL’S” AOSTS. 
I TENTS OF TS OF UNCOOL 


— “yy 


Quartermaster Establishes Crus 
saders in Strange Places. 


MANY COMPLAINTS: MADE 


ell 


The Thousands Suffer from pr at 
Breakfast, Too—Services To-day 
and Canvass To-morrow. _ 


As many on army hes found the problem 
ef subsistence the most important and 
momentous tn its campaigns, so the tegi- 
gents of John Alexander Dowie, “ 
the Restorer.” Captain of the hosts ofs 
Sion, sho are encamped tn Madison Square 

» Garden nearly 6,000 strong, yesterday found 
teelf temporarily suffering by famine ls 
fhe very heart of a city of ‘plenty, 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES 


October 18, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


“ELIJAH III.S HOSTS 
IN TENTS OF UNGODLY 


Quartermaster Establishes Cru 
saders in Strange Places. 


MANY COMPLAINTS MADE 


The Thousands Suffer from Delay at 
Breakfast, Too—Services To-day 
and Canvass To-morrow 


[ The following is a partial excerpt from the full length article: ] 


“As many an army has found the problem of sub- 
sistence the most important and momentous in 
its campaigns, so the regiments of John Alexander 
Dowie, “Elijah the Restorer,’ Captain of the hosts of 
Zion, who are encamped in Madison Square Garden 
nearly 4,000 strong, yesterday found itself tempo- 
rarily suffering by famine in the very heart of a city 


of plenty...” 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES 


October 19, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


THRONGS TURN FROM 


ENRAGED ELIJAH III. 


Half of Vast Audience Leaves 
Garden Despite Guards 


PROPHET DENOUNCES CITY 


Pleadings and Even Force Have No 
Effect on Thousands Who Decline 
to Wait for Dowie’s 


Preaching. 
[ The following is a partial excerpt from the full length article: ] 


John Alexander Dowie, self-proclaimed prophet of 
God and leader of the “Restoration Host of Zion,’ 
with an army of his followers more than 3,000 strong, 
yesterday began in Madison Square Garden what he 
declares to be an effort to carry out, as “Elijah III.” a 
divine command to redeem the City of New York...” 
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October 20, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


EOS PILE AU DIE NGE 
HOW LES AT DOWIE 


Proclamation of Himself As Eli 
jah Nearly Causes Riot. 


‘Restorer’ Heaps Abuse on Press and 
Clergy, Denounces Freemasons, 
and Raves at Listeners Who 


Decline to Stay. 


[ The following is a partial excerpt from the full length article: ] 


John Alexander Dowie, in the presence of about 
5,000 people, one-half of whom were his followers in 
the Host of Zion, last night declared himself “Elijah 
the Restorer; prophet of God, and his declaration 
caused a demonstration that but for the quick clos- 
ing of the meeting would have resulted in a riot. 

The declaration was received with a storm of 
hisses almost sufficiently intense to drown the cries 
of “imposter, “fake? “blasphemer,’ and jeers that 
resounded throughout the amphitheatre. In vain the 
followers of the self-proclaimed prophet acclaimed 
his pretensions. These demonstrations served but to 
inflame the unbelievers in every part of the build- 
ing. During the scene of pandemonium the voice of 
Dowie died away, and he completely lost control of 


the audience... 
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October 21, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


CARRIE NATION HALTS 
ABUSE FROM ELIJAH 


He Stops Shouting “Liar” to be Polite to the Smasher. 


Great Audience Hisses the Torrent of 
Villification That “Prophet” Pours 


Out on Preachers and Press. 


[ The following is a partial excerpt from the full length article: ] 


Amid a storm of hisses, yells, catcalls, and hooting, 
John Alexander Dowie, “Elijah IIL. gave another of 
his free shows in Madison Square Garden last night 
before an audience of 6,000 New Yorkers, three- 
fourths of whom left the hall long before the so-called 
services were ended. The remainder stayed with the 
hope of seeing a fight of some sort. Confusion and 
excitement reigned throughout the evening, despite 
the fact that for the first time since the “Restoration 
Host” has come to town the police were scattered 
throughout the inside of the building in anticipation 
of trouble. 

In furnishing amusement for the crowd, Dowie 
shares the first place with Carrie Nation, who several 
times tried to interrupt the speaker, and was hustled 
about in lively fashion by the guards of the “prophet.” 
The saloon smasher finally left the building, followed 
by half the remaining audience. In the body of the 
hall three rousing cheers and a tiger were given for 
her while the Doxology was being sung... 
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students, and with a throng 

fully 10,008 surging about the 
Madison Square Garten, John Alexand@er 
Dowle. leader of the Zion Restoration Host, 
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October 22, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


“ELIJAH OVERAWED 
BY ANGRY MULTITUDE 


Defiance Gone, He Abruptly Closes 
Services in Garden. 


Record-Breaking Throng, in Resentful 
Mood, Sweeps Away Police and Makes 
Demonstration Against “Prophet.” 


[ The following is an excerpt of the article:] 


Facing a gathering of fully 13,000 persons, includ- 
ing 600 Columbia University students, and with a 
throng estimated at fully 10,000 surging about the 
doors of Madison Square Garden, John Alexander 
Dowie, leader of the Zion Restoration Host, heeded 
a quiet suggestion made to him by the police and 
brought last night’s meeting to an abrupt close with- 
out having delivered his sermon and without hav- 
ing uttered any of his characteristic tirades, to hear 
which the enormous crowds had assembled. 

The great gathering was full of pent-up excitement 
and hostility from the very start, and although there 
were 700 policemen on the scene, it soon became 
apparent that a demonstration of extraordinary 
magnitude would follow any attempt to hold the 
meeting. Even before the services began there were 
riotous incidents, in which several men were ejected 
from the building. Several personal encounters took 
place between Zion Guards and spectators in various 
parts of the cast amphitheatre ... 
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October 24, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


DO WEEE AV E SC ii 
AND MAY NOT RETURN 


Guarded Movements Before Tak- 
ing Train for Boston 


Report That He May Be Going to Aus- 
tralia with His Wife and Son—Res- 
toration Host Disintegrating 


Guarding his movements with all possible 
secrecy, John Alexander Dowie, “Elijah the 
Restorer,’ slipped away from New York last 
night for Boston, carrying all his family and 
baggage with him in his private car. He abso- 
lutely declined to indicate in any way when 
he will return to the city, and the information 
obtained last night was that he intends to sail 
with his family to Australia. It was impossible 
to ascertain last night whether any provision 
had been made for the members of the Zion 
Restoration Host now at Madison Square 
Garden, either for their return to Zion City or 
for their maintenance while here. 
Accompanied by his wife and their 
un-kissed son, Dowie left the Fifth Avenue 
Hotel secretly by the Twenty-fourth Street 
entrance at 11:30 ovclock, entering his 
brougham, the curtains of which were carefully 


pulled down. They were rapidly driven up Fifth 
Avenue to Twenty-ninth Street, then east, then 
back to Madison Avenue, then south, and gen- 
erally circulated around the district between 
the hotel and the Grand Central Station with 
the evident intention of throwing off any who 
attempted to follow the carriage. Finally the 
brougham arrived at the station, where some 
two hundred pieces of baggage had preceded 
them. 

Dowie and his family hurried into the 
station and made for the private car Iolanthe, 
which was in the yard. Thirteen of the leaders 
of the Dowie church were on hand, and got 
into the car to bid goodbye to the “Prophet” 
and his family. Six others of the faithful were in 
the station, but were not permitted in the train 
yard and were swept aside by railroad attend- 
ants as they tried to get in. 
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Before Dowie could board his car he was 
approached by a reporter who had followed 
his carriage in a cab. He seemed intensely pro- 
voked at being questioned. 

“When are you going to return to New 
York?” he was asked. 

“Peace be to thee,’ was his only reply. 

“Yes, I understand that, but when are you 
coming back?” was urged. 

“Get out of the road,’ yelled the un-kissed 
son, as he hurried his father “Elijah” into the 
car, quickly following with Mrs. Dowie. The 
apostles bade farewell to the party and as soon 
as Dowie and his family were in the car the 
curtains were pulled down, and every attempt 
made to prevent disturbance or interference. 
There was no demonstration of any sort about 
the station and the only persons gathered, 
outside of the few members of the host, were 
travelers who were waiting for trains and who 
showed a lively interest in the affair. At mid- 
night the car was hauled out of the station on 
the midnight train for Boston. 

The disintegration of the Zion Restoration 
Host began yesterday with the departure of a 
special train of seven cars carrying 340 Zionites 
back to their homes in Zion City. Although it 
is absolutely certain that this number took its 
departure, Dowie announced vehemently last 
night that only 125 of his followers were sched- 
uled to go home on the train; and that only 
12 actually started. Dowie announced that 
the places of those who left yesterday would be 
taken by fresh Zionites who were coming here 
on a special train. 

The audience at last night’s meeting of the 
Zionites was far smaller than on any previous 
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evening. The “Prophet” announced as a spe- 
cial feature that “some time during the week” 
he would devote an hour to excoriating the 
press. About the only thing of interest said by 
“Elijah” was that the second coming of Christ 
was at hand, and that a temporal rule would be 
set up in the world. 

Then Mrs. Dowie took the platform and 
was listened to respectfully while she said 
that Zion’s cause had been misrepresented by 
the newspapers. She told how hard she had 
worked with her husband, and in a pleasant 
way asked that the work of Zion be given jus- 
tice. Then young Dowie got up and shook his 
fist at the audience and said he wanted to “nail 
a few lies,’ and was received with good-natured 
laughter. Then father and son both took the 
stage at once and shouted angrily to the people 
to keep still. 

Dowie at his early morning meeting 
declared that his life had been threatened by 
fifty different persons in letters just received 
by him. These letters, the prophet let it be 
understood, held over him death in a dozen 
different forms, from shouting to stabbing and 
dynamiting. 

“Oh, I see you there!” he shouted, pointing 
to the main body of the house, in which about 
200 persons were seated. “You have come here 
with a revolver in your pocket to kill me, but 
after hearing my wonderful voice you have 
repented.” 

Everybody got up and craned his neck, 
expecting to see a low-brewed Anarchist, but 
no one was singled out. 

The forenoon service was slimly attended. 
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October 25, 1903—New York, New York, USA 


THE WAYS OF DOWIE 


To the Editor of the New York Times: 


If any person of this community wishes to 
be received effusively by the leaders of the 
Dowiceites, all he has to do is tell them that he is 
thinking of buying lots in “Zion.” But how any 
citizen of this Nation with a spark of manhood 
would care to live in a town absolutely dom- 
inated by that incarnation of billingsgate and 
vituperation, “Elijah,” is incomprehensible. 

I was told yesterday by one of the leaders 
that everybody in Zion must pay 5 per cent. of 
his profits and earnings to this champion fakir 
of the century on penalty of defrauding the 
“Lord’s anointed.” They wanted to give him 10 
per cent., but “Elijah” said he'd be satisfied with 
5 per cent. 

Here is atown of over 10,000 inhabitants in 
the most enlightened Nation on earth contrib- 
uting, willingly, to a blatant blatherskite one 
twentieth of their substance per annum. Allow 


me to give you one illustration of the methods 
used by Dowie in handling his people. This 
took place on Monday morning in Madison 
Square Garden: “I’m now going to introduce 
to you people,’ said the prophet, “the manager 
of the Zion Land and Investment Company. 
Come Judd! Come Peters!” commanded 
Dowie, and the persons alluded to arose and 
walked leisurely toward the platform. “Come! 
Step lively!” roared the prophet, and they both 
jumped like cash boys to his side and stood 
meekly while he questioned them. Last Sunday 
he sent the President of the Zion City Bank on 
an errand to the other end of the Garden to 
order the guards to fill up a few vacant seats. 
Who in this town would care to live with a 


bully like that? 


MARK MARION. 
New York, Oct. 20, 1903. 
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DOWIE CHALLENGED. 


Indian Mésslah. Dares Him to 
Prove His Clalms. _ 


. 

“PWiearn Ghutlans Abrond of the Funjab 
Announces BWiruaself the Genuine 
Redeemer—Pisott Also an Impon- 
tor—Deowtle Anat vee Beard fran, 


Dowic baa a_i rival. rom feraway 
| India comes a printed clrewiar from Mirza 
| Ghulam Ahmad, who writes from Quadlian, 

in the Punjeb, in which ho claima lo be 
the only gacnuine, simon-pure Meastah 
new before the public. Ahmed’sa words 
are not marked by ahriching modesiy, and 
te arpears to jook with quite parulooable 
disfavor upon tbe claima of Ir. Dowle 
and Plgols, the English pretender to the 
messiahsbip. He han inaued “a challenge 
to Flijah til. to make goo his preten- 
salons. but sao far Zion City’s own and 
especial mexsiah has failed io reply. 

in support of hin claima to divinity the 
~lodian Measianb declares that when the 
Lord anw how badly things were briog 
managed on carth he raised him tn the 
jand of the Punjab ‘Jor Elis works are 
rwonderfut.*” meek 


“Lam the (rua Messiah who wee to come 
in the Inwt ages: thus hes Alwighty God 
spoken ia me.“ he annnuncea. “i do noi 
claim to he the promised Mearsiah simply 
by my on apsacrifon, hut Almighty Uod 
whe mnie the corth and heavenn has 
borne yiitnesn to the truth of my claim. 
The evidenre of God has been mantlested 
le hundreds of heaventy aligns shown tos 
my doppoert. 1 easy It truly that Alinighty 
God hus pnured His grace Upon me io far 
‘grester nvucdance than upen the Mevalab 

--who han gunte before me. ia the looking- 
glans of my preenou the fare of God ts re- 
vealed to os fat greater oexteot than ja 
that of Jenun'sa person. te these are 
sIimply-my own aseerttons, and ihere te no 
otber authority for them, ] am a Nar; bw 
if Almixhty God Deara wilocar to my 
truth no one can give the ile to me. 
Thouasods of timesa—! showld way itlinern 
wilbout nembrr—has He borne witness to 
the truth of my clajat, . 
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DOWIE CHALLENGED 


Indian Messiah Dares Him to 
Prove His Claims 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of the Punjab 
Announces Himself the Genuine 
Redeemer—Pigott Also an Impos 
tor— Dowie Not Yet Heard From. 


Dowie has a rival. From faraway India comes a 
printed circular from Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
who writes from Quadian [sic—Qadian], in 
the Punjab, in which he claims to be the only 
genuine, simon-pure Messiah now before the 
public. Ahmad’s words are not marked by 
shrinking modesty, and he appears to look 
with quite pardonable disfavor upon the 
claims of Dr. Dowie and Pigott, the English 
pretender to the messiahship. He has issued a 
challenge to Elijah III to make good his pre- 
tensions, but so far Zion City’s own and espe- 
cial messiah has failed to reply. 

In support of his claims to divinity the 
Indian Messiah declares that when the Lord 
saw how badly things were being managed on 
earth, he raised him in the land of the Punjab 
“for His works are wonderful.” 


“T am the true Messiah who was 
to come in the last ages: thus has 


Almighty God has spoken to me,’ he 


announces. “I do not claim to be the 
promised Messiah simply by my own 
assertion, but Almighty God who 
made the earth and heavens has borne 
witness to the truth of my claim. 
The evidence of God has been man- 
ifested in hundreds of heavenly signs 
shown in my support. I say it truly 
that Almighty God has poured His 
grace upon me in far greater abun- 
dance than upon the Messiah who 
has gone before me. In the looking 
glass of my person the face of God is 
revealed to a far greater extent than in 
that of Jesus's person. If these are sim- 
ply my own assertions, and there is no 
other authority for them, I am a liar; 
but if Almighty God bears witness to 
my truth, no one can give the lie to 
me. Thousands of times—I should 
say times without number—has He 
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Se treat 


A sigo of the evidence of Gud in my 
favor wtfl appear on tha denth of Atr. 


PFigertt, the orrogant pretender to Uiviniiy, 
wito ehali be brought to deantruction tth- 


in my iifsitiiesc. Aguctber slan wlll anprar 
on Or. Dowle an eceeptance of my chai- 
iene: -—- tf —the--pretender—or —tifanahip | 


shown hin willingness by apy direct or 
Iindicerct meanuna to enter the listn agsinal 
aa be shall teak the worl before my 
eyes wht aercut s65ripw apd torment. 
These ino algues ure Pperitewloriy fer Bu, 
Fore” and Awerico: ah! thei they pounders 
over them ned bencSt by tham. 

“ft mhovmt® Oe torpor In mind that Ir. 
DBowle han net given any reply to my vchal- 
senzc sept to hisn iu September inat. nor 
has he «even 20 much as ineplioned (1 Io 
Rian gaper_ For an asnawer to that rhal- 
fence FI will welt for e further period of 
Seven montis Irons ibis day, the iq of 
AVRtSBL, 1uUNS. if he secopts the «bell-nac 
within thin perinsd and flf'is wil Ite con- 

—dailigna as pululiebed by mo previously. aod 
mPkesA a0 20novecemenst to that effect in 
hin paper. tha world wtf] soon see the 
end of thia contest. f em obout seventy 


years-of age, while Or. Dowie Is about 
Rtty-five, aod, (harefora, compared with 
ma, bn is a young man ailil, But since tho 
moalter te not to ba aatiled by age, { do- 
mot care for this great disparity in yeara. 
The whole matter reals in the hands of 
Hiso who is tife Lord of heaven and earth 
and Judge over ail judger, pnd He wid) de- 
cldo 11 Im favor of the true claimant. 
“But tf Dr. Dewic rannelt, cron now, 
Bather. courage fo apprar in the ronteat 
egalnat mn, tet beth continents hear wil- 
pean that | alali-be enitised ta claim the 
frame viniory an in the cean of bla death 
in my Hretime If he erceplin the «hailepge. 
The pretensions of lr, liawle will thus be | 
' tatsined and revel to he ean Imiporture, + 
Though he mea), try as bard an be can in” 
fly from the death which nwelis him. yet 
Ain Might Crom auch a mighty content whl | 
he nothing lesa than death to him, end 4 
eslennily- wil reriuiniy overtake hin Zion. 
for he must take the eauncgurntres§ of 
alther tbe arcepianeced ef the ehaiienga or 
“§{ls refuasni. * 
‘In vinw of the fart that Ahmad appears 
*to have Pr. Vowse 1 wu cerner ft mpy be 
| possible thal the intter sili prefer ip nigy 
-thero rather than rome out ig the open’ 
and “Jeava ‘Lhe World with great sorrow 
an‘d torment." : . = 


. 


Full information regarding the tndinn 
Messiah ‘(copyright sd), tho ~“srguments 
and wignse which support bis “claims, bis 
moral teachings, the irutha apd knowl- 
edae ho bas bravghi., and the path he! 
teaches for seeking unlon In God,"*” wilt" 
he furnished by thr “Review of Relig- 
jona,’ pubsished monthly at Quadian, for 
dhe trifling sum of G6 shillings, alrictiy In 
advance, . 
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borne witness to the truth of my 
claim. 

“A sign of the evidence of God 
in my favor will appear on the death 
of Mr. Pigott, the arrogant pretender 
of divinity, who shall be brought 
to destruction within my lifetime. 
Another sign will appear on Dr. 
Dowie’s acceptance of my challenge. 
If the pretender of Elijahship shows 
his willingness by any direct or indi- 
rect means to enter the lists against 
me, he shall leave the world before my 
eyes with great sorrow and torment. 
These two signs are particularly for 
Europe and America; ah! that they 
ponder over them and benefit by 
them. 

“It should be borne in mind that 
Dr. Dowie has not given any reply to 
my challenge sent to him September 
last, nor has he even so much as men- 
tioned it in his paper. For an answer to 
that challenge, I will wait for a further 
period of seven months from this day, 
the 23rd of August, 1903. If he accepts 
the challenge within this period and 
fulfills all its conditions as published 
by me previously, and makes an 
announcement to that effect in his 
paper, the world will soon see the end 
of this contest. I am about seventy 
years of age, while Dr. Dowie is about 
fifty-five, and, therefore, compared 
with me, he is a young man still. But 
since the matter is not to be settled by 
age, I do not care for this great dispar- 
ity in years. The whole matter rests in 
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the hands of Him who is the Lord of 
heaven and earth and Judge over all 
judges, and He will decide it in favor 
of the true claimant. 

“But if Dr. Dowie cannot, even 
now, gather courage to appear in 
the contest against me, let both con- 
tinents bear witness that I shall be 
entitled to claim the same victory as 
in the case of his death in my lifetime 
if he accepts the challenge. The pre- 
tensions of Dr. Dowie will thus be 
falsified and proved to be an impos- 
ture. Though he may try as hard as 
he can to fly from the death which 
awaits him, yet his flight from such 
a mighty contest will be nothing less 
than death to him, and calamity will 
certainly overtake his Zion, for he 
must take the consequences of either 
the acceptance of the challenge or its 
refusal.” 


In view of the fact that Ahmad appears to have 
Dr. Dowie in a corner, it may be possible that 
the latter will prefer to stay there rather than 
come out in the open and “leave the world 
with great sorrow and torment.” 

Full information regarding the Indian 
Messiah (copyrighted), the “arguments and 
signs which support his claims, his moral 
teachings, the truth and knowledge he has 
brought, and the path he teaches for seek- 
ing union in God,’ will be furnished by the 
“Review of Religions,’ published monthly at 
Quadian, for the trifling sum of 6 shillings, 


strictly in advance. 
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_ 4 NEW ‘MESSIAH, 
_— ‘ 
False Prophets Denounced ond 
Challenged, 
«(reo ove LoxDox “ counusrospanre) 
London, Monday Night 
Within the past few weeks there has been | 
famed from Qadian, in the Punjab, a Notice 
“for circulation in Europe and America,” cn- 
titled “Predictions Concerning Pigott and 
Dowie. By the Promised Messiah.” This re- 
gearkable document, which forms « six-page 
pamphlet, bas been peinted at Lahore in the 
English language, but the Promued Messiah 
is apparently a nctive of Asia, since the ponph- 
lot includes a Translator’s Note, and tho signa 
ture appended to the Predictions is Mirza Qhulam 
Abicad : | 


-—_— —_ = 
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THE GLASGOW HERALD 


October 27, 1903— Glasgow, Scotland, UK 


A NEW MESSIAH 


False Prophets Denounced and 
Challenged. 


(FROM OUR LONDON CORRESPONDENT.) 
London, Monday Night. 


Within the past few weeks there has been issued 
from Qadian, in the Punjab, a Notice “for circula- 
tion in Europe and America,’ entitled “Predictions 
Concerning Pigott and Dowie, By the Promised 
Messiah.” This remarkable document, which forms a 
six-page pamphlet, has been printed at Lahore in the 
English language, but the Promised Messiah is appar- 
ently a native of Asia, since the pamphlet includes a 
Translator’s Note, and the signature appended to the 
Predictions is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 
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_ Savannah Morning N cys. 


BA ANNAH. VEMBER 3, 1% 


WITH NO BEAT OF DRUM 


Dowle’s Host. Beaten, Left New 
tork to Return to Zion, 


New York, Nov. 2.—Without parade 
or demonstration more than 2,000 mem- 
bers of John Alexander Dowie’s Zion 
host left the city for home to-day. 

Only about a hundred of Dowie’s fol- 
lowers are left in New York, and they 
include members of the choir, elders 
and sub-overseers. 
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SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 


November 03, 1903—Savannah, Georgia, USA 


WITH NO BEAT OF DRUM 


Dowie’s Host, Beaten, Left New 
York to Return to Zion. 


New York, Nov. 2.—Without parade or demonstra- 
tion more than 2,000 members of John Alexander 
Dowie’s Zion host left the city for home to-day. 

Only about a hundred of Dowie’s followers are 
left in New York, and they include members of the 
choir, elders and sub-overseers. 
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THE Argos REFLECTOR... 


A Non-Partisan Newspaper Devoted to the best Interests of Marshall County. 


ARGOS, MARSHALL COUNTY, INDIANA, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1993. 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah, 
Punjab, India, insists that John Alexan- 
der Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good 
and Mahomet is 
prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Ah- 
mad is the Mes- 
siah! So claims 
Mirza Ghulam that 
each should pray 
that the other per- 
ish, and Mirzah is 
lest in wonderment 
that the overseer 
of Zion has not 
toed the scratch. 
Ile expresses his 
amazement in an 
article just pub 
lished In the Re- 
view of Religions, 
which is printed on occasions at Gur- 
daspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie 
shall know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
fs no common man, is not a frail hu- 
man forsooth, the new Messiah writes: 

“Dr. Dowie should further bear in 
mind that this challenge does not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan, 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he is so anxiously wait- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowle’s position 
and mine the difference Js this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Mes- 
siah within the next twenty-five years, 
while I gave him the glad tidifgs that 
the Messiah has already appeared. I 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God 
bas shown numerous signs from earth 
@s well as from heaven in my support. 
My following, which already claims a 
hundred thousand souls, !s making a 
rapid progress. The proof that Dr. 
Dowie furnishes In support of his ex- 
travacant claims is the very height of 
absurdity. He claims to have healed 
Bundreds of sick men. But why did 
his healing power fail in the case of 
his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the high- 
est degree?’ 


MIRZA AIMAD. 


ee 
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THE ARGOS REFLECTOR 


November S, 1903—Areos, Indiana, USA 


JOEIN ALEXANDER DOW ILE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, IIL, U.S. A., is not up 
to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet truly, 
but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the Messiah! So 
claims Mirza Ghulam that each should pray that 
the other perish, and Mirzah [sic] is lost in won- 
derment that the overseer of Zion has not toed the 
scratch. He expresses his amazement in an article 
just published in the Review of Religions, which 
is printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall know 
that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no common man, 
is not a frail human forsooth, the new Messiah 


writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 
that this challenge does not proceed 
from an ordinary Mohammedan. I am 


the very Messiah, the promised one, 
for whom he is so anxiously waiting. 
Between Dr. Dowie’s position and mine 
the difference is this, that Dowie fixes 
the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-five years, while I give 
him the glad tidings that the Messiah 
has already appeared. I am thatMessiah, 
and Almighty God has shown numerous 
signs from earth as well as from heaven 
in my support. My following, which 
already claims a hundred thousand souls, 
is making rapid progress. The proof that 
Dr. Dowie furnishes in support of his 
extravagant claims is the very height 
of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did his 
healing power fail in the case of his own 
beloved daughter, where it should have 


been exercised in the highest degree?” 


267 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


=e THE WATERLOO PRESS, 2c 


=———_—__ 


VOL. XLVI, NO 13. » WATERLOO, INDIANA. THURSDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER &, 1903. $1.50 PER “ANNUM 


JOUN ALEXANDER DOWIE \ 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA. 
Mirza, Ghulam Aboiad, of Qudlah, 
Panjab, India. insists that Joh Alesan- 
der Dowie, of Zion, Lil, U.S. A. Is uot 
up to date 
Allah te §6©goad 
and Mahomet is 
prophet truly. bat) 
Mirza tsbulam Ah 
med ia the Mee 
ial! So claims 
Mirca Ghulagethat 
each. out. pray 
that the other per 
teh, anil Mirzah 
fost in wosmderwsent 
that the oversee?) 
ef Zion has not 
tod the scratch 
Hie extpresecs ils 
amazement mn an 
article suet pry 
listed nun the Ke 
siew of Meligions, 


ase at Gur 


MIRZA AUMAD. 


Which is printed wn errr 
@aspor, india. ‘ 
That the tempestucts Dr. Dow: 
aball know that Mirza Giclan: Aarud | 
fe bo common man, ts net a frail tue) 
Man formooth. the new Me sh writen 

ber, Dewte should it 
mint that this challenge ors fet pre 
eved from an erdinary Moetammnedan 
I am the very Measith, the promis | 
ene, for Whoin he Is # auaslously walt | 
ing Retween Dr. Dowles poe | 
aml mine the difercnce ts ¢ 


thls, thas 
Dowle fixes the appearance of the Mea 
giah within the next twenty-five years 
while I gaye him the glad tidings that] 
the Mexsiah has aiready appeared ti 
am that Meesiah, and Aimighry tied 
has shown numerous signs from earth 
en we’) as from heavets In DY stpiport. 
Wy following, Which already «lines a! 
hundred thousand seals. Is unaking a) 
that Dr. | 


Tapki progress The pront 

Dowle furniatics tn euppert ef his ex 
travagait clainuws ts the very Selght ef) 
absurdity jie claims to have thealet! 
buodrede of sick men. But why did 
his healing power fall in the case o 
bic ovn delovel cdaugh where ! 
abould have been exercierd 'n the hij 


est degree ™ 
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THE WATERLOO PRESS 


November 5, 1903—Waterloo, Indiana, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 
that this challenge does not proceed 
from an ordinary Mohammedan. I am 


the very Messiah, the promised one, 
for whom he is so anxiously waiting. 
Between Dr. Dowie’s position and mine 
the difference is this, that Dowie fixes 
the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-fiveyears, while I give 
him the glad tidings that the Messiah 
has already appeared. I am thatMessiah, 
and Almighty God has shown numer- 
ous signs from earth as well as from 
heaven in my support. My following, 
which already claims a hundred thou- 
sand souls, is making rapid progress. 
The proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in 
support of his extravagant claims is the 
very height of absurdity. He claims to 
have healed hundreds of sick men. But 
why did his healing power fail in the case 
of his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the high- 


est degree?” 
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Twentieth Year. 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN mNOIA 
Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudinh, 


Punjab, India, loulsts that John Alexan-|' 
Ger Dowie, of Zion, Il. U, 8, A, is not}! 


is no common man, if pot a@ frail bu- 
man forsooth. the new Meexiah writes: 
“Dr. Dowle should further bear In 
mind that this challenge does ‘not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mobamumedan. 
I am the very Messiah, | promised 
one, for whom be la 80 walt 


while I gave bim the glad tidings that 
the Messiah bas already appeared. I 


| his own beloved daaghter, 
should have been exercised in the high- 
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EVENING HERALD 


November 7, 1903—Huntington, Indiana, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 
that this challenge does not proceed 
from an ordinary Mohammedan. I am 


the very Messiah, the promised one, 
for whom he is so anxiously waiting. 
Between Dr. Dowie’s position and mine 
the difference is this, that Dowie fixes 
the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-fiveyears, while I give 
him the glad tidings that the Messiah 
has already appeared. I am thatMessiah, 
and Almighty God has shown numer- 
ous signs from earth as well as from 
heaven in my support. My following, 
which already claims a hundred thou- 
sand souls, is making rapid progress. 
The proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in 
support of his extravagant claims is the 
very height of absurdity. He claims to 
have healed hundreds of sick men. But 
why did his healing power fail in the case 
of his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the high- 


est degree?” 
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BEDFORD, (NDIAMA. MONUAY, NOVEM&ER 0. 1908. 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Abmad, of Qudiah, 
Punjab, India, insists that John Alexan- 
der Dowie, of Zion, Ill, U. 8S. A., is not 

Nc mp to date. 

Allah is good 
and Mahomet is 
prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Ab- 
mead is the. Mes- 
sinh! “So claims 
Mirza Ghulam that 
each should pray 
that the other per- 
ish, and Mirzah Js 
lost in wonderinent 
that the overseer 
of Zion has not 
toed the scratch. 
He expresees his 
amazement in an 
article just pub 
lished in the He- 
view of Religions, 
which is printed on eceasions at Gur- 
daspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowle 
shall know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
is MO common man, is not a frail hu- 
man forsooth. the new Messiah writes: 

“Dr. Deowle should further beart in 
mind that this challenge does not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he is so anxiously wait- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowle’s ‘position 
and mine the difference is this, that 
(Dowle fixes the appearance of the Mes- 
e@iah within the next twenty-five years, 
mvhile I gave him the glad tidings that 
the Messiah has already appeared. I 
em that Messiah, and Almighty God 
hes shown numerous signs from earth 
na well aa from heaven In my support 
My following, which already claims a 
hundred thousand souls, Is making a 
rapid progress.. The proof that Dr. 
Dowie furnishes in support of his ex- 
trayngant claims is the very height of 
mbsurdity. He claims to bave healed 
bundreds of sick men. But why did 
dis healing power fail In the case of 
his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the high- 
est degree?’ . 


en =e 


~MIALA AHMAD, 
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THE DAILY MAIL 


November 9, 1903—Bedford, Indiana, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, IIl., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic] is lost in wonderment that the overseer of 
Zion has not toed the scratch. He expresses his 
amazement in an article just published in the 
Review of Religions, which is printed on occa- 
sions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in 
mind that this challenge does not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 


one, for whom he is so anxiously wait- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowie’s position 
and mine the difference is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the 
Messiah within the next twenty-five 
years, while I give him the glad tidings 
that the Messiah has already appeared. 
Tam thatMessiah, and Almighty God 
has shown numerous signs from earth 
as well as from heaven in my support. 
My following, which already claims 
a hundred thousand souls, is making 
rapid progress. The proof that Dr. 
Dowie furnishes in support of his 
extravagant claims is the very height 
of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did 
his healing power fail in the case of 
his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the 


highest degree?” 
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THE DESERET EVENING 


News—November 9, 1903—Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 


TWO PRETENDERS. 
The grotesque “mission” to New York 
by the Dowie hosts is finished and it 
is but natural that the question as to 
results is asked. According to an item 
in the New York World, at the final 
meeting fifty-six persons came forward 
to be baptized. Of these twenty-six 
were women, twenty-five men and five 
children. There were six colored people 
in the crowd. The large majority of 
women, it is claimed, were “Zionites” 
who had come to New York with the 
“host,” and at least three of the chil- 
dren were from Dowie's “Zion.” The 
writer in the World thinks that there 
were not a dozen New York recruits. 
That is a poor showing for the 
amount of energy expended upon the 
crusade. If ever there was an in- 
stance of the mountain laboring to 
bring forth a mouse, this was one. And 
yet, the strange part of this episode is, 
that the Chicago claimant should find 
as much as one sane person willing to 
accept his claims. 


Dowie is a remarkable illustration of 
the fact that a majority of people pre- 
fer to submit to somebody's authority. 
They prefer to have someone to do their 
thinking and their planning. They are 
children in this respect, no matter how 
much they clamor for independence and 
freedom. It is natural for the chil- 
dren of men to follow somebody's lead. 
And so true is this, that if they dis- 
ecard truth, they will invariably follow 
error: if they rebel against the divine 
authority, they will submit to the au- 
thority of the father of deceit. 
Many of those who rejected the 
true Messiah and caused Him to 
be nailed to the cross, blindly followed 
the pretenders that led them to death. 
Such is human nature. The desire for 
following somebody’s leadership is good 
in itself. It is given to enable man to 
obey God and gain eternal exaltation, 
through obedience. It js a gift which, 
when exercised in the light of the 
Spirit of God will make men good, and 


happy, and free; but when exersised 


in the dark, blindly and without dis- 


crimination, will lead to the deepest 
abysses of error. 

The remarkable thing is that at pres- 
ent time there are so many pretenders 
to divine honors. We have previously 
in these colmns referred to an Indian, 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who has chal- 
lenged Dowie and who claims to be the 
Messiah. The gentleman in far-away 
India must have heard of the Chicago 
pretender’s New York crusade, for in @ 
recently issued pamphlet, he repeats his 
challenge. He says: 


“In short, when Almighty God saw 
that the earth was defiled with im- 
pieties and impure doctrines and false 
claims, He raised me in the land of 
the Punjab, for His works are wonder- 
ful. I am the true Messiah who was 
to come in the last ages; thus has Al- 
mighty God spoken to me. I do not 
claim to be the Promised Messiah sim- 
ply by my own assertions, but Al- 
mishty God, who made the earth and 
heavens, has borne witness to the truts 
of my claim. The evidence of God has 
been msnifested in hundreds of 
heavenry signs shown in my support.” 


ARTICLE 105 - THE DESERET EVENING 


He then goes on to say, that Dowie 
has not accepted his first challenge,,but 
that he will give him a few more months 
to do so. If he does not accept, disaster 
will nevertheless overtake him. The In- 
dian says: 

“If Dr. Dowie cannot even now gather 
courage to appear in the contest against 
me, let both continents bear wit- 
ness that I shall be entitled to claim 
the same victory as in the case of his 
death in my lifetime if be accepts the 
challenge. The pretensions of Dr. 
Dowie will thus be falsified and proved 
to be an imposture. Though he may 
try as hard as he can to fly from the 
death which awaits him. vet his fileht 
from such a mighty contest will be 
nothing less than death to him, and 
calamity will soon overtake his Zion.” 

The proposition of the gentleman 
from India was something to the effect 
that both should pray for the destruc- 
tion of the other. The one that sur- 
vived was to be accepted as a true 
prophet. 

But the modern Elijah is not inclined 
to take part in a sort of Mt. Carmel 
scene, which may end by the bodies of 
the vanquished being thrown, figura- 
tively speaking, into the brook Kishon. 
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‘Mr, Dowia, tho ‘wife of Mt, John Alaxsoier Dowil, 
whose attempt 'to conduct» mission In Lorclon sore’ 
timo ago was attonded by iray’ dlnordarly scent 
and, Dr, Av J} Olodctone Dowls, hor son, ‘bondnatod 
religions . eervices mt Caxtonehall, St, dumos's, yes 
torday afternoon and evening, Admission war by » 
tickeb notil » quarter of an bour betore . the beglm 
ning of each sarvica, altor ‘which nomtickel holders 
wero admittod. Tha congregation in the afvamoon wid 
not a particularly large ono, but in the evening people 
wero udmitted to tho gallery mud tho hall wasrcrowdud, » 
A bymp sung by the choir, who werg’ sooompunied hy # 
stringed band, preceded tho sntrace of Mr, Dowie sol ' 
K'service, *On their entry th» congregation 
rose and remsined standing until prayor had been offered 
by Mrs, Dowia, who was degeribed on Ue banvbills at” 
“The Kor, Jago Dowie, Oversvor of Women's Work jn 
the Christian Catholic Churob In od bhe wore. 
black gown over & loo white robs, aod her 40B, wh 
vem described axe doctor of laws of Chicago Univemity, |, 
win sendemio robes, Therg was no distarbanre at 
gilher service, ery oi tn tho afternoon bit, Dowia, 
wile giving what bo termgd A’ tra aoocunt of Ue 
Pearvon alait,"” wns eda ‘by eoino persons ms Ue 
back Of the hall, who cheorcd the’ statement that in New 
York: as io Ungland, there wan s statute. which rendered 
any person who allowee! his child to die without calli 
in aycilical assistance [lable to prosecution for eriwiral 
mpgs Mir, Dowie resented tho interruption, and ia 
a loud voice exclaimed, "If there are any cads hare who 
wish {o make a noiso will they, get out? And will (hey 
go quickly and at once? 1 won't stand any Im den 
bot on: bit, either in Koplan or:Amaried,”” ‘The epeatet 
roceoded tO explain that it ‘wus’ the belief of 134; 
* Christian Catholic Church " that tho Almighty would 
euro any parton who was cried that bo or abe lsd” 
a pure life and repented of | slr.’ Tn deeneo of theit 
ri they mern prepared ‘to spay, np foes thet tke 
wv might inflict, but thay would uso all legal means ( 
abolish » law which anid that no sian eoild allow bit 


ber sun at oc 


children to die without calling in medical ansistenon 
Mrs, Dowie, who followed, nunowncéd that hor, wb, 
was" Tho Principles, Prapects, and Practices of the 
Christian Catholic Church," but her renparks. were mainly 
directed to the Prosy: criticisms of tho. work. b# 
remarkeddthet when tho poople began. to recoire the 
blessing of Divine beating, when tho blind werw recdivicg 
sight, atid the duaf hyuring, tho mulrsters of the churyhes 
started to Vell abominable Hex" shout tho work, #4) 
abo added, “ If a minister starts to Tie ho cen do It evel 
better than the wernt god thst is mylng-a food 
deal." Speaking of hor husband, whom she dascrieal +9 
if the geaaral ovarveer,”” she said tho mornbers of | 
Christlan Catholic Church belioved hj to bo the tyrd 
we All he (herogiand who had studied the questton 
bad dee High mast come baforo:Chrit ¢ 
, and be bad coma, ga i 
ow lo 


however, 8 pood deal of bia 


. whom be described an '* pura, antqmatcny 
warked {fom the central office which {maglaes all thelr ' 


ARTICLE 106 - THE TIMES 


SS! L441 
—imN 


THE TIMES 


November 9, 1903—London, England, UK 


Mrs. Dowie, the wife of Mr. John Alexander 
Dowie, whose attempt to conduct a mission 
in London some time ago was attended by 
many disorderly scenes, and Dr. A.J. Gladstone 
Dowie, her son, conducted religious services 
at Caxton-hall, St. James's, yesterday afternoon 
and evening. Admission was by ticket until 
a quarter of an hour before the beginning of 
each service, after which non-ticket holders 
were admitted. The congregation in the after- 
noon was not a particularly large one, but in 
the evening people were admitted to the gal- 
lery and the hall was crowded. A hymn sung by 
the choir, who were accompanied by a stringed 
band, preceded the entrance of Mrs. Dowie 
and her son at each service. On their entry the 
congregation rose and remained standing until 
prayer had been offered by Mrs. Dowie, who 
was described on the handbills as “The Rev. 
Jane Dowie, Overseer of Women’s Work in 
the Christian Catholic Church in Zion.” She 
wore a black gown over a loose white robe, and 
her son, who was described as a doctor of laws 
of Chicago University, appeared in academic 
robes. There was no disturbance at either ser- 
vice, except that in the afternoon Mr. Dowie, 
while giving what he termed “A true account 
of the Pearson affair,’ was interrupted by some 
persons at the back of the hall, who cheered 
the statement that in New York, as in England, 
there was a statute which rendered any person 


who allowed his child to die without calling 
in medical assistance liable to prosecution for 
criminal negligence. Mr. Dowie resented the 
interruption, and in a loud voice exclaimed, 
“Tf there are any cads here who wish to make a 
noise will they get out? And will they go quickly 
and at once? I won’t stand any impudence— 
not one bit, either in England or America.” 
The speaker proceeded to explain that it was 
the belief of the “Christian Catholic Church” 
that the Almighty would cure any person who 
was sick, provided that he or she led a pure 
life and repented of all sin. In defense of their 
principle they were prepared to pay any fines 
that the law might inflict, but they would use 
all legal means to abolish a law which said that 
no man could allow his children to die with- 
out calling in medical assistance. Mrs. Dowie, 
who followed, announced that her subject was 
“The Principles, Prospects, and Practices of the 
Christian Catholic Church,’ but her remarks 
were mainly directed to the Press criticisms of 
the work. She remarked thatwhen the people 
began to receive the blessing of Diving heal- 
ing, when the blind were receiving sight, and 
the deaf hearing, the ministers of the churches 
started to tell “abominable lies” about the 
work, and, she added, “If a minister starts to 
lie he can do it even better than the newspa- 
pers, and that is saying a good deal.” Speaking 
of her husband, whom she described as “the 
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general overseer,’ she said the members of the 
Christian Catholic Church believed him to be 
the third Elijah. All the theologians who had 
studied the question had declared that Elijah 
must come before Christ's second appear- 
ance, and he had come. The movement was 
the beginning of the restoration of all things. 
How long it would be before the coming of 
the Lord they could not tell, but they believed 
it was near at hand. At the evening meeting 
Mr. Dowie gave some particulars of the work 
which is being carried on “in the city of Zion, 
where, he said, the manufacture of lace and 
candy making were two of the principal indus- 
tries. As at the afternoon meeting, however, a 
good deal of his speech consisted of diatribes 


against the Press and Press reporters, whom he 


ARTICLE 106 - THE TIMES 


described as “pure automatons, worked from 
the central office which imagines all their lies 
for them.” He was not alluding to The Times, 
but the general character of the Press was 
that it told lies without excuse. The “general 
overseer” wanted to make as much money as 
he possibly could, but it was in order that he 
might be able to put it back into God’s work, 
for the extension of His kingdom through- 
out the world. Notwithstanding the many lies 
that had been told about them, the New York 
meetings had been eminently successful. Mrs. 
Dowie said a Press reporter spoke the truth by 
accident, sometimes. The “general overseer” 
was not infallible, and was very human in his 
actions, for he came right down to the every- 


day things of life. 


ra: 


Subsequent to performing what were assumed to be miraculous healings, Dowie would showcase the 
individual's handicap assistance apparatus or aids by affixing them to the wall. 
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SManchester Democrat. 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah, 
Punjab, India, Inalsts that Jolin Alexan- 
Ger Dowle, of Zion, IL, U. 8, A., is not 
up to date, 

Allah is good 
and Mahomet ts 
Prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Ah- 

mad is the Mea. 
alah! So claims 
Mirza Ghulam that 
onch should pray 
that the other per- 
sh, and Mirzah ts 
lost In, wenderment 
that the oversecr 
of Zion baa not 
toed the scratch, 
He cxpresses his 
amazement In an 
article just pub- 
lished in the Re- 
view of Religions, 
which Is printed on occasions at Gur 
daspur, ludla. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowle 
|| shall know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
is no common man, Is not a frail hu- 

man forsooth. the new Messiah writes: 
‘| “Dr, Dowle should further bear In 

mind that this challenge does not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
T am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he Is so anxiously walt- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowle’s position 
and mine the difference Js this, that 
Dowle fixes the appearance of the Mes- 
siah within the next twenty-five years, 
while I gave blu the glad tidings that 
the Messiah bas already appeared. IL 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God 
bas shown numerous slzns from earth 
as well as from heaven In ny support. 
My followlng. which already clalins a 
hundred thousand souls, Is making na 
rapid progress. The proof that Dr. 
Dowle furnishes In support of his ex- 
travagant claims is the very height of 
absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did 
his healing power fall In the ense of 
bis own beloved daughter, where It 
should have been cxerelsed In the lilgh- 
est degree?” 


MINZA ANMAD, 


VOL. XXIX—NO. 45. 


ARTICLE 107 - THE MANCHESTER DEMOCRAT 


THE MANCHESTER DEMOCRAT 


November 11, 1903—Manchester, Iowa, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 
that this challenge does not proceed 
from an ordinary Mohammedan. I am 


the very Messiah, the promised one, 
for whom he is so anxiously waiting. 
Between Dr. Dowie’s position and mine 
the difference is this, that Dowie fixes 
the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-five years, while I give 
him the glad tidings that the Messiah 
has already appeared. I am that Messiah, 
and Almighty God has shown numer- 
ous signs from earth as well as from 
heaven in my support. My following, 
which already claims a hundred thou- 
sand souls, is making a rapid progress. 
The proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in 
support of his extravagant claims is the 
very height of absurdity. He claims to 
have healed hundreds of sick men. But 
why did his healing power fail in the case 
of his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the high- 


est degree?” 
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CLEARWATER, NEBRAS A, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1903. NUMBER 34. 


‘| JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Abmad, of Qudlahb, 
| Punjab, [ndia, insists that John Alexan- 
der Dowie, of Zion, IL, U. 8 A., Is not 
up to date, 

Allah is good 
and Mahomet Is 
prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Al- 
mad is the Mes 
slah! So claims 
Mirza Ghulam that 
ench should pray 
that the other per- 
ish, and Mirzah Is 
lost In wonderment 
that the overseer 
of Zion has not 
toed the scratch. 
He expresses his 
amazement in an 
article just pub- 
Nehed in the Re- 
view of Religions, 

whieh is printed on oceasions at Gur- 

daspur, India, 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowle 
shall know that. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
is no common man, is not a frail hu; 
man forsooth, the hew Messiah writes: 

“Dr, Dowlo. should further bear in 
‘alihid that Yak thatieute dees act eos 

ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
|I fim the very Messiah, the promised 

one, for whom he Is so anxiously walt- 
jing. Between Dr. Dowle’s position 
and mine the difference is this, that 

Dowle fixes the appearance of the Mes- 

siah within the next twenty-five years, 

while I gave him the glad tidings that]! 
the Messiah bas already appeared. 1] | 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God! 
has shown numerous signs from carth 
as well as from heaven In my support. 

My following. which already claims a 

hundred thousand souls, is making a) 

rapid progress, The proof that Dr.! 

Dowle furnishes In support of his ex | 

travagant claims is the very helght of |‘ 

absurdity. He claims to hare healed " 

hundreds of sick men, But why did}! 

his healing power fail In the case wit 

his own beloved danghter, where 

should have been exercised In the we 4 

eat degree?” | 


MIRZA AIMAD, 
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CLEARWATER RECORD 


November 13, 1903— Clearwater, Nebraska, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic—Qadian], 
Punjab, India, insists that John Alexander Dowie, 
of Zion, Ill., U.S. A., is not up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet truly, 
but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the Messiah! So 
claims Mirza Ghulam that each should pray that 
the other perish, and Mirzah [sic—Mirza] is lost 
in wonderment that the overseer of Zion has not 
toed the scratch. He expresses his amazement in an 
article just published in the Review of Religions, 
which is printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall know 
that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no common man, 
is not a frail human forsooth, the new Messiah 


writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 
that this challenge does not proceed from 
an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 


Messiah, the promised one, for whom he is 
so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s 
position and mine the difference is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Messiah 
within the next twenty-five years, while I 
give him the glad tidings that the Messiah 
has already appeared. I am thatMessiah, and 
Almighty God has shown numerous signs 
from earth as well as from heaven in my sup- 
port. My following, which already claims a 
hundred thousand souls, is making a rapid 
progress. The proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes 
in support of his extravagant claims is the 
very height of absurdity. He claims to have 
healed hundreds of sick men. But why did 
his healing power fail in the case of his own 
beloved daughter, where it should have been 
exercised in the highest degree?” 
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CORVALLIS @ GAZETTE. 


w BEKLY 


Sikerrm, meme. en. | Censaad Pb, 1m : CORVALLIS, 1s, BENTON COUNTY, “OREGON, ‘FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1903. “VOL. XXXx._ 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Abmad, of Qudiah, 
Punjab, India, insists that John Alexan- 
der Dowie, of Zion, IL, U. 8. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good 
and Mahomet is 
prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Ahb- 
mad is the. Mes- 
siah! ‘So claims 
Mirza Ghulam that 
each should pray 
that the other per- 
ish, and Mirzah Js 
lost in wonderment 
that the overseer 
of Zion has not 
toed the scratch. 
He expresses his 
amazement in an 
article just pub 
lished in the Re- 
view of Religions, 
which is printed on occasions at Gur- 
daspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie 
shall know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
is mo common man, is not a frail hu- 
man forsooth. the new Messiah writes: 

“Dr. Dowie should further bear# in 
mind that this challenge does not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he is so anxiously wait- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowie’s position 
and mine the difference is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Mes- 
eiah within the next twenty-five years, 
mrhile I gave him the glad tidings that 
the Messiah has already appeared. I 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God 
has shown numerous signs from earth 
as well as from heaven in my support. 
My following, which already claims a 
hundred thousand souls, is making a 
rapid progress... The proof that Dr. 
Dowie furnishes in support of his ex- 
ftravagant claims is the very height of 
wbsurdity. He claims to have healed 
bundreds of sick men. But why did 
his healing power fail in the case of 
his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the high- 
est degree?” 


- MIAZA AHMAD, 
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ARTICLE 109 - CORVALLIS GAZETTE 


CORVALLIS GAZETTE 


November 13, 1903— Corvallis, Oregon, USA 


About Corvallis gazette. [volume] (Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon.) 1900-1909 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 

“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 


that this challenge does not proceed from 


an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 
Messiah, the promised one, for whom he is so 
anxiously waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s posi- 
tion and mine the difference is this, that Dowie 
fixes the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-fiveyears, while I give him 
the glad tidings that the Messiah has already 
appeared. I am thatMessiah, and Almighty 
God has shown numerous signs from earth as 
well as from heaven in my support. My follow- 
ing, which already claims a hundred thousand 
souls, is making a rapid progress. The proof that 
Dr. Dowie furnishes in support of his extrava- 
gant claims is the very height of absurdity. He 
claims to have healed hundreds of sick men. 
But why did his healing power fail in the case 
of his own beloved daughter, where it should 
have been exercised in the highest degree?” 
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: Mais ARs ‘ P ES 5X PO PEE 5 beret ae Si err ine os 


‘£28 Dakota farmers Leader. 


‘4 Futnafe! LEADER ba the Cones of Soneminy and Before, the Sefuaies of Trt end Jaatinn, ths Fos of Pout asd Covreption. 


VOL..14. NUMBER 20 CANTON. SOUTH DAKOTA. FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 13. 1903, 


JOH: ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS. A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah, |, 
Punjab, India,insists that John Alexan- 
| der Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. 8. A., is net 
up to date, 
_ Allah is good 
and Mahomet is 
prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Ab- 
mad is the Mes 
siah! So claims 
Mirza Ghulam that 
each should pray 
that the other per- 
ish, and Mirzah is 
lost In wonderment 
that the overseer 
of Zion has not 
toed the scratch. 
He expresses his 
amasement in an 
article just pub 


paRES view of Religions, 
‘ which Js printed on occasions at Gur 
Gaspur, Lodia. 
| That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie 
shall know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
ig no common man, !s not a frail hu- 
man forsooth. the new Messiah writes: 
“Dr, Dowie should further bear In 
mind that this challenge does not pro- 
‘ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan, 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom be is so anxiously wailt- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowle’s position 
and: mine the difference is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Mes- 
slah within the next twenty-five years, 
while I gave him the giad tidings that 
the Messiah has already appeared. I 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God 
has shown numerous signs from earth 
as well as from heaven in my support. 
My following, which already claims a 
hundred thousand souls, Is making a 
rapid progress. The proof that Dr. 
Dowie furnishes !n support of his ex- 
travagant claims is the very height of 
absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of alck men. But why did 
his healing power fail in the case of 
bis own beloved -daughter, where it 
| should have been exercised in the high- 
est degree?” 
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ARTICLE IIO - DAKOTA FARMERS LEADER 


DAKOTA FARMERS LEADER 


November 13, 1903—Canton, South Dakota, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 
that this challenge does not proceed from 


an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 
Messiah, the promised one, for whom 
he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference 
is this, that Dowie fixes the appearance of 
the Messiah within the next twenty-five 
years, while I give him the glad tidings 
that the Messiah has already appeared. I 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God has 
shown numerous signs from earth as well 
as from heaven in my support. My follow- 
ing, which already claims a hundred thou- 
sand souls, is making a rapid progress. The 
proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in support 
of his extravagant claims is the very height 
of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did his 
healing power fail in the case of his own 
beloved daughter, where it should have 


been exercised in the highest degree?” 
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"aaa" DELPHOS 


- VOL. X. NO, 130. 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 


r 
5! HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 
| Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah, 


y Punjab, India, insists that John Aleran- 
s| der Dowie, of Zion, IL, U.S. A, is not | 
up to date. 

Allah is good 
and Mahomet is 
prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Ah- 
mad is the Mes- 
silah! So claims 
Mirza Ghulam that 
each sbould pray 
that the other per- 
Ish, and Mirzab Is} 
lost in wonderment | 
that the orerseer 
of Zlon has not 
toed the scratch. 
He expresses his 
amazement in an 
article just pub 
lished in the Re- 
view of Religions, 
which is printed on occasions at Gur 
| Gaspur, India. 
| That the tempestuous Dr. Dowle 
i 
| 
| 


shall know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
is ro common man, is not a frail hu- 
man forsooth. the new Messiab writes: 
| “Dr Dowie shovid further bear in 
| mind that this challenge does not pro 
ceed from apn ordinary Mohammedan, 
| I am the very Messiah, the promised 
, one, for whom he is so anxiously wait- 
| ing. Between Dr. Dowle’s position 
end mine the difference Is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Mes 
| siah within the next twenty-five years, 
| While I gave him the glad tidings that 
| the Messtah has already appeared. 1 
| @m thar Messiab, and Almighty God 
bas shown humerous signs from earth 
| as Well as from heaven in my support. 
Ny following. which already claims a 
bundred thousand souls, Ils making a 
yapld progress. ‘Lhe proof that Dr. 
Dowle furn‘:shes in support of his ex- 
travagant claim; is the tery height of 
absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did 
his healing power faz! in the casa of 
hie own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been exercised in the high- 
eat degree?” 


sleepers doen 
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ARTICLE III - DELPHOS DAILY HERALD 


DELPHOS DAILY HERALD 


November 13, 1903—Delphos, Ohio, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 

“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 


that this challenge does not proceed from 


an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 
Messiah, the promised one, for whom he is so 
anxiously waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s posi- 
tion and mine the difference is this, that Dowie 
fixes the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-five years, while I give him 
the glad tidings that the Messiah has already 
appeared. I am thatMessiah, and Almighty 
God has shown numerous signs from earth as 
well as from heaven in my support. My follow- 
ing, which already claims a hundred thousand 
souls, is making a rapid progress. The proof that 
Dr. Dowie furnishes in support of his extrava- 
gant claims is the very height of absurdity. He 
claims to have healed hundreds of sick men. 
But why did his healing power fail in the case 
of his own beloved daughter, where it should 
have been exercised in the highest degree?” 
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Stetorical Dept © 


saps nyt rae 


ALLS GAZETTE 


ISSUED TWICE A WEEK--TUESDAY AND FRIDAY MORNINGS. 


JOUN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL EN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Abmad, of Qudiah, 
Punjab, Tactia, insists that John Alexan 
dor Dowie, of Zlou, 1, U. S. A. ts not 
up to date. 

Allah is good 
and Mahamot is 
prophet truly, but 
Mirxa Gletlam Ahb- 
mad is the Mes 
alaul So claims 
Mirsa Ghulam that 
each should pray 
that the other per 
ish, and AUireah ts 
Inst [In wonderment 
that the oversoer 
of Zion hus not 
fond the seratch, 
Ho expresses his 
minaxcwent In an 
article just pub 
Hshed in the Re! 
view of MRetigions, 
which {s printed oo ovensions ot Gur- 
daspur, Iodin, 

Thar the tempestuous Dr, Liawle 
shall know that Miran Giilam Abmad 
is ho Common man, ix Hol a Creal) bu 
man forrooth. the new Messiah writes 

“Dr. Dowle should further Weay in! 
mind that this challenge does mot pra: | 
ceed fiom an ordinary Molautontan 
Tam the vory Messiah, the prouileed 
Ono, for whom he is a0 anxiously walt 
ing Between Dr. Dowle's position 
and mine the ditferetwe te ify, that 
Dowle fixes the appearance of the Mow 


MIRZA AMMAD, 


Giah Within the next twenty-ive years, ! 
While f give in the glad tilings 4 int | 
the Mewélah haa Alenmuidy apposed, 1! 


Om that Messiah, sw! Alinighiy (ind 
bas shown numerous sizn< from © 
as well aa from heaven in my supp 
My fotlowing. whieth Sirewdy claiwen ¢ 
hundred jhou-aud souls, fs making 2 
rapld progres. The prea’ that fr, 
Dowie farnixhes in support at hisse 
travecent claima ts the very leeisiie of 
Absurdity. Me eclalums te lave beated® 
Hundreds of elek men. But why ahd 
his heallug power fait In tle ones of, 
fa own beloved darghier, where it] 
should have Deen exercleed te Ue hi sh 
eat degree?’ 
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ARTICLE I12 - THE CEDAR FALLS GAZETTE 


THE CEDAR FALLS GAZETTE 


November 13, 1903—Cedar Falls, Iowa, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 

“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 
that this challenge does not proceed from 
an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 


Messiah, the promised one, for whom 
he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference 
is this, that Dowie fixes the appearance of 
the Messiah within the next twenty-five- 
years, while I give him the glad tidings 
that the Messiah has already appeared. I 
am thatMessiah, and Almighty God has 
shown numerous signs from earth as well 
as from heaven in my support. My follow- 
ing, which already claims a hundred thou- 
sand souls, is making rapid progress. The 
proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in support 
of his extravagant claims is the very height 
of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did his 
healing power fail in the case of his own 
beloved daughter, where it should have 


been exercised in the highest degree?” 
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* The Genoa Tim 


aio 13 2. ‘ 


NUMBER 44. 


GENOA, NANCE COUNTY. NEBRASKA, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER £2; 1903, 


t- — — — = ———— 
JON"; ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah, 
Punjab, India, insists that John Alexan- 
der Dowie, of Ziou, Il.,-U. S. A.. is not 
up to date 

Allah is good 
and Mahomet is 
prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Ah- 
mad is the Mes- 
siah! So claims 
Mirza Ghulam that 
eaeh should pray 
that the other per- 
ish, and Mirzah is 
lost In wonderment 
that the overseer 
of Zion has not 
toed the scratch. 
Ife expresses his 
amazement in an 
article just pub 
lished in the Re- 
view of Religions, 

which is printed ou ocensions at Gur 

daspur, india. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowle 
ghall know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
ia no common man, is pot a frail bu- 
man forsooth, the new Messiab writes: 

“Dr. Dowie should further bear In 
mind that this challenge does not pro 
ceed from: an ordinary Mohammedan. 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he is so anxiously walt- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowle’s position 
end mine the difference Is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Mes- 
giah within the uext twenty-tive years, 
While I gave lim the giad tidings that 

(= Messiah has ulready appeared. I 


atm that Messiah, and Almighty God 
has shown numercus signs from earth 
4s well as from heaven In my support. 
My following. which already claims a 
Dundred thousand souls, is making a 
rapid progress. The proof that Dr. 
Dowie furnishes in support of his ex- 
trav. nt claims is the very height of 

ity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did 
his healing power fail in the case of 
his own belove? daughter, where it 
should » =ve been crercised In the high- 

} ext degres?” . 


en ee 
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ARTICLE I13 - THE GENOA TIMES 


THE GENOA TIMES 


November 13, 1903—Genoa, Nebraska, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 


that this challenge does not proceed from 


an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 
Messiah, the promised one, for whom 
he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference 
is this, that Dowie fixes the appearance of 
the Messiah within the next twenty-five 
years, while I give him the glad tidings 
that the Messiah has already appeared. I 
am thatMessiah, and Almighty God has 
shown numerous signs from earth as well 
as from heaven in my support. My follow- 
ing, which already claims a hundred thou- 
sand souls, is making a rapid progress. The 
proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in support 
of his extravagant claims is the very height 
of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did his 
healing power fail in the case of his own 
beloved daughter, where it should have 


been exercised in the highest degree?” 
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No. 5t-TERMS, $180 per Annum 


JOUN ALEXANDER DOWIE | 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza. Ghulam Abmad, of Quaiah, 
Punjab, Iodis, insists that Jom Alexan- | 
der Dowle, of Zion, 1N., U. & A. le wot 
up to date, 

Allah is good 
and Mahomet is 
prophet truly, [put 
Mirza Ghuelam Aw 
mad is the Mee 
sla! 8 claims 
Mirna Gaulam that 
each sivould pray 
that the other per 
ish, and Mireah te! 
lowt in womlerment | 
that the overseer 
of Zion bas pot) 
toed the scratch 
He expresses hls 
amasement in an 
artiele Just pub 
tiehed in the Re 
view of Keligtons,) 
which ts printed om ecrasions at Gur 
daspur, hina, 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dewle 
shall know that Mirza Ghulam Abmad 
is no common man, is not a frail bo 
man forsooth, the new Messiah writes: 

“Dr, Dowle should further bear in 

‘ed that this challenge dees hot pre 
wr m an ordinary Mohammedan, 
1 am the very Messiah, the promised 
ene, for whom he is #o anxiously wait- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowle’s poettion 
and mine the difference ts this, that 
Dowle fixes the appearance of the Mes 
elah within the next twenty five years, 
while I gave him the glad tidings that 
the Messiah bow already appeared. | 
am that Meesial, aml Almighty Ged 
bas shown Gammerous signs from earth 
as well as from heaven ln my support. 
My follow'ng. which alrewdly cities a 
hundred thousand souls, le making a 
rapid pregress The proof that Dr, 
Dowtbe foruishes in support wf ble ex 
travagant claims le the very height of 
absurdity. He claims to hav healed 
huedreds of selck men. But why did 
his healing pewer fil in the case of 
his own beloved daughter, where it 
should have been ¢xercised In the bigh. 


es! degree?" 


MIRZA ANMAD, 


SS 
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ARTICLE I14 - WAUSAU PILOT 


WAUSAU PILOT 


November 17, 1903—Wausau, Wisconsin, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOW IE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 

“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 


that this challenge does not proceed from 


an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 
Messiah, the promised one, for whom he is so 
anxiously waiting. Between Dr. Dowie’s posi- 
tion and mine the difference is this, that Dowie 
fixes the appearance of the Messiah within 
the next twenty-five years, while I give him 
the glad tidings that the Messiah has already 
appeared. I am that Messiah, and Almighty 
God has shown numerous signs from earth as 
well as from heaven in my support. My follow- 
ing, which already claims a hundred thousand 
souls, is making a rapid progress. The proof that 
Dr. Dowie furnishes in support of his extrava- 
gant claims is the very height of absurdity. He 
claims to have healed hundreds of sick men. 
But why did his healing power fail in the case 
of his own beloved daughter, where it should 
have been exercised in the highest degree?” 
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Zincoln County Leader.” 


Toledo, Lincoln County », Decemb 
oledo, LincoIn County, Oregon, Friday, December 11, 1903. Number 41 
: : mber 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudinh, 
Punjab, India, insiata that John Alexan 
der Dowie, of Zion, Ll, U. 8, A., Is not 
up to date, 

Allah is good 
and Mahomet is/|# 
prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Ahb- 
mad is the Mes- 
sinh! So claims) 
Mirza Ghulam that 
each should pray 
that the other per- 
ish, and Mirzah is 
lost in wonderment 
that the overseer 
of Zion baa not 
toed the seratch. 
He expresses his 
amazement In an 
article just pub 
lished In the Re- 
view of Religions, 
which is printed on occasions at Gur- 
daspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowle 
shall know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
ia no common man, is not @ frail hu- 
man forsooth, the new Messiah writes: 

“Dr. Dowle should further bear in 
mind that this challenge does not pro 
ceed from an oniinary Mohammedan. 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he is #0 anxiously walt 
ing. Between Dr. Dowle's position 
and mine the difference Is this, that 
Dowle fixes the appearance of the Mes. 
siah within the next twenty-five years, 
while I gave him the giad tidings that 
the Messiah hns already appeared. I 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God 
bas shown numerous signs from earth 
as well as from heaven in my support. 
My following, which already claiins « 
hundred thousand souls, is making a 
rapid progress. The proof that Dr. 
Dowle furnishes in support of his ex- 
travagant claims Is the very beight of 


a 8 = = ~ & 


—See Ae = = 


a 


MIRZA AHMAD. 
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ARTICLE II5 - LINCOLN COUNTY LEADER 


LINCOLN COUNTY LEADER 


December 11, 1903—Toledo, Oregon, USA 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic— 
Qadian], Punjab, India, insists that John 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion, Ill., U. S. A., is not 
up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
[sic—Mirza] is lost in wonderment that the 
overseer of Zion has not toed the scratch. He 
expresses his amazement in an article just pub- 
lished in the Review of Religions, which is 
printed on occasions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 


that this challenge does not proceed from 


an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 
Messiah, the promised one, for whom 
he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference 
is this, that Dowie fixes the appearance of 
the Messiah within the next twenty-five 
years, while I give him the glad tidings 
that the Messiah has already appeared. I 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God has 
shown numerous signs from earth as well 
as from heaven in my support. My follow- 
ing, which already claims a hundred thou- 
sand souls, is making a rapid progress. The 
proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in support 
of his extravagant claims is the very height 
of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did his 
healing power fail in the case of his own 
beloved daughter, where it should have 


been exercised in the highest degree?” 
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TOLEDO BLADE 


December 17, 1903—Toledo, Ohio, USA 


DOWIE'S CHANCE 
TO “PROVE TP." 

The Blade is in receipt of a six-page 
pamphiect issued at Quadian, Puniab, 
India. entitled “Predictions concerning 
Pigott and Dowie, by the Promised Mes- 
siah.” The latter is a Hindoo gentleman 
named Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who as- 
serts that he is the promised Messiah. He! 
is the head of a queer sect of Indian| 
Ohristians, whose members believe that: 
Jesus did not die on the cross under! 
Pontius Pilate: that he was simply in a 
swoon when removed therefrom: that the 
Gieciples hurried him into concealment, 
and thas on his recovery from his wounds’ 
he made his way to India, where his as- 
serted tomb is shown in the city of. 
Srinagar, in the vale of Cashmere. | 

The Pigott referred to is an individual 
residing at Cedar Lodge, Clapton, Lon- 
don. who claims to be a reincarnation of 
Josus. tha son of Mary, and the very}: 
God. Dowie arserts that he is the rein- 
carnation of the prophet Elijah. The 
claims of these two individuals are dis- 
pleasing to Mirza Ghulam Ablmad. In the 
pamphlet he scores them both with great’ 
eeverity. Especially is he bitter toward 
Dowie. who, he alleges, predicted a year 
or more aco that all Mohammedans 
would perish, since they do not recognize 
Jesus Christ as God and Dowie as 
Eliiah. In September, 1902, Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad sent this challenge to 
Dowie: 


Whether the God of Mohammedans or 
the God of lbowle is the true God may be 
scttled without the loss of millions of 
ves, which Mr. Dowle’s prediction would 
tnvolve, That method is that, without 
tureatening the Mohammedan pubite in 
#eneral with destruction, he should choose 
me as his oppenent and pray to God that \ 
ef us two. whoever is the liar may perish 

rat. * * * In making this proposal, ] 
have not taken the Initiative, but tho 

enlous God has inspired me upen Pr. 

Jowle’'a presumptuous prediction that all 
Mahommedans shall perish. 


The challenge does not scem to have 
met with Dowie's approval. Did he fear 
that his death would follow its accept- 
ance? So the Indian Messiah, in the 
pamphlet now issued, repeats the chal- 
lenze to a praying match between him- 
self nnd Dowie, that the one who is a 
Jinr may perish, and says he will wait 
for Dowie'’s reply until March 23 next, 
and ndda that, if Dowie accepts, “the 
world wil] soon see the end of this con- 


test.” He threatens that, if Dowie does 
not accept, “calamity will certainly soon 
overtake his Zion.” No doubt, when 
Mirza Ghulman Abmad learns of Dowiec's 
Zion having gone into bankruptcy, he will 
claim it as the direct result of the failure 
to accept the challenge. 


ARTICLE 116 - TOLEDO BLADE 
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spear mcasaecas “ oem WEEE 


Oar Corcsiaces ts wer (ie Can 


Sead F ERNDALE ENTERPRISE. 


veru YEAR. PERNDALE, HUMBOLDT COUNTY. CALIFORNIA, TUESDA ¥, | DECEMBER 22, 1903. 22, 1903. 


— ALEXANDER DOWIE 
HAS A RIVAL IN INDIA. 


Mirza, Ghulam Abmad, of Qudiab, 
s/unjab, India, insiste that Jon Alexan 
der Dowie, of Zion, DL. U. 8. A., is not 
up to date | 

All is gr “i 
and Mahomet is 
prophet truly, but 
Mirza Ghulam Al | 
mad is the Mes 
siah! So claims 
Mirza Ghulam that} 
each should pray | 
that the otber per 
ish, and Mirzah is) 
lost in wonderment 
that the oversect | 
of Zion has not| 


He expresses his 
amnaymment if 4D 
article just pub 


Re 


view of KR 
whieh is printed op occasions ut Gur 
daspur, Judia 
That the tempestuous Dr. Dowle 
now that Mirza Ghulam Aliunad 
mmon man, is not a fra 
wan forsooth, the new Messiali writes 
lr. Dowle should further bear in 
mind that this challenge does not pro 
ced from an ordinary Mohammedan 
J am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he is so anxiously walt 
ing Between Dr. Dowle's position 
and mine the difference Is this, that 
es the appearance of the Mes- | 
siah within the next twenty-five years, 
while I gave bim the glad tidings that | 
the Messiah has already appeared, 1) 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God 
has shown numerous signs from earth 
as well as from heaven in my support. | 
My following, which already claims a | 
hundred thousand souls, Is making a 
rapid progress. The proof that Dr 
Dowie furnishes in support of his ex-| 
travagant claims is the very height of 
absurdity. He claims to have healed | 
hundreds of sick men. But why did) 
his healing power fail In the case of 
his own beloved daughter, where It 
should have been exercised In the high-| 
est degree? 


Dowle 
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ARTICLE II7 - FERNDALE ENTERPRISE 


FERNDALE ENTERPRISE 


December 22, 1903—Ferndale, California, USA 


Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of Qudiah [sic], 
Punjab, India, insists that John Alexander 
Dowie, of Zion, Ill, U.S. A., is not up to date. 

Allah is good and Mahomet is prophet 
truly, but Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the 
Messiah! So claims Mirza Ghulam that each 
should pray that the other perish, and Mirzah 
is lost in wonderment that the overseer of 
Zion has not toed the scratch. He expresses his 
amazement in an article just published in the 
Review of Religions, which is printed on occa- 
sions at Gurdaspur, India. 

That the tempestuous Dr. Dowie shall 
know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is no com- 
mon man, is not a frail human forsooth, the 
new Messiah writes: 


“Dr. Dowie should further bear in mind 
that this challenge does not proceed from 
an ordinary Mohammedan. I am the very 


Messiah, the promised one, for whom 
he is so anxiously waiting. Between Dr. 
Dowie’s position and mine the difference 
is this, that Dowie fixes the appearance of 
the Messiah within the next twenty-five 
years, while I gave him the glad tidings 
that the Messiah has already appeared. I 
am thatMessiah, and Almighty God has 
shown numerous signs from earth as well 
as from heaven in my support. My follow- 
ing, which already claims a hundred thou- 
sand souls, is making a rapid progress. The 
proof that Dr. Dowie furnishes in support 
of his extravagant claims is the very height 
of absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did his 
healing power fail in the case of his own 
beloved daughter, where it should have 


been exercised in the highest degree?” 
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"A PRAYING DUEL. 
Elijah Dewie Has Been Challenged to 
the Death. 


Chicago, June 24.—Elijah Dowie has 
been challenged to a praying duel to the 
death. ; 

The Challenger is Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Quadian Punjaub, India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to 
a duel,” says Mirza in his “defi.” “The 
weapons shall be prayer. Let us kneel 
on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Al- 
mighty thet of us two whoever is the 
liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah has not accepted the chal- 
lenge, but neither has he declined it. 
Wowever, he cannot afford to ignore 
the challenge. The Review of - Re- 
ligions, published in Gurdaspur, India, 
through which the challenge !s issued, 
says Mirze is “the promised Messiah,” 
sent “for the reformation of the world 


the time of the advent of the Messiah,” 
and he has a following of over 100,000 
inembers. 


ARTICLE 118 - THE BEACON JOURNAL 


THE BEACON JOURNAL 


June 24, 1903—Akron, Ohio, USA 


A PRAYING DUEL. 


Elijah Dowie Has Been Challenged to 
the Death. 


Chicago, June 24.—Elijah Dowie has been chal- 
lenged to a praying duel to the death. 

The Challenger is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Quadian Punjaub [sic—Qadian Punjab], India. 

“Come thou, O self-styled prophet, to a duel? 
says Mirza in his “defi.” “The weapons shall be prayer. 
Let us kneel on our knees in the dust of the earth, 
you and I together, and petition the Almighty that of 
us two whoever is the liar shall perish first.” 

Elijah has not accepted the challenge, but nei- 
ther has he declined it. However, he cannot afford to 
ignore the challenge. The Review of Religions, pub- 
lished in Gurdaspur, India, through which the chal- 
lenge is issued, says Mirza is “the promised Messiah,” 
sent “for the reformation of the world exactly as the 
time fixed by calculations based on Biblical prophe- 
cies as the time of the advent of the Messiah, and he 
has a following of over 100,000 members. 
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The Guardian (London, Greater London... + 06 Feb 1904, Sat » Page 12 


Tho great Dr, Dowie is by no mens the only 

prophet who at present contributes to. the gniety of 
nations. India can show his double, who in soma 
reepects, even outdoes him. The» Indian prophet's 
name: is Mirza, Ghulam Abmed, commonly called 
Mirza Sahib? "be is the bedd of the Ahniadieah’ sect 
of Mahometans, which he founded, and he ‘lives at 
Qnadian, in the Punjaub, An‘ Indian paper. mys of 
him that, by “his fine appearance, his denunciations, 
‘his’ prophecies, ‘and his gusbing’ self-praito, he’ more 
than recalls Dr. Dowie, Ho claims to be the: 
Messiah, to have inaugurated a new millennium, and 
that a universal . Struggle” is now. going on between 
tha “good and bad attractions,” Which dre respec- 
tively himself and his opponents,’ He liberally abuses 
the more orthcdox Mahometans, who repay the" com: 
pliment in, kind, ‘He prophesies, performs ‘miracles 
which include a “eymbolical raising of the dead,” 


. whatever that maybe, and pointa to 150 “ super- 


natural signs” “and 3,000 guarsnteed “ answers’ ‘to 


“prayer.” At one time he had a convenient babit of! 


prophesying the deaths ‘of his cpponenta, bat as “this 
contravened a section of .the Indsen Penal. Code ‘is 
was compelled to'‘desist, therefrom. , His followers ars 
said to ‘number about 10,000. ° Hei is. 6 years of. age,’ 
and ‘comes of.n family. which bhs | carned the fame 

that “ 5 ean — if not ccaithn, seems to 
md ine ! 


tower 


ARTICLE II9 - THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 


THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 


February 6, 1904—London, England, UK 


The great Dr. Dowie is by no means the only prophet 
who at present contributes to the gaiety of nations. 
India can show his double, who in some respects, even 
outdoes him. The Indian prophet’s name is Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, commonly called Mirza Sahib; 
he is the head of the Ahmadieah [sic—Ahmadiyya] 
sect of Mahometans, which he founded, and he lives 
at Quadian [sic—Qadian], in the Punjaub [sic— 
Punjab]. An Indian paper says of him that, by his 
fine appearance, his denunciations, his prophecies, 
and his gushing self-praise, he more than recalls Dr. 
Dowie. He claims to be the Messiah, to have inau- 
gurated a new millennium, and that a universal 
struggle is now going on between the “good and bad 
attractions, which are respectively himself and his 
opponents. He liberally abuses the more orthodox 
Mahometans, who repay the compliment in kind. 
He prophesies, performs miracles which include a 
“symbolical raising of the dead,” whatever that may 
be, and points to 150 “supernatural signs” and 30,000 
guaranteed “answers to prayer.” At one time he had 
a convenient habit of prophesying the deaths of his 
opponents, but as this contravened a section of the 
Indian Penal Code, he was compelled to desist there- 
from. His followers are said to number about 10,000. 
He is 65 years of age, and comes of a family which 
has earned the fame that “religious enthusiasm, if not 


ambition, seems to run in it.” 
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THE OLYMPIA STATE CAPITAL 


February 12, 1904— Olympia, Washington, USA 
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! 

Mirza, Ghulam Ahmad, of -Qudiab, 
| punjab, India, insists that John Alexan- 
der Dowle, of Zion, Ill, U. S. A., Is not 


siah! So claims 


Tl hat the tempestuous Dr, Dowle 
shall know that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
Is no common man, is not a frail hu- 
1 man forsooth, the new Messiah writes: 
“Dr. Dowle sbould further bear in 
-}mind that this challenge does not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary Mohammedan. 
I am the very Messiah, the promised 
one, for whom he Is so anxiously wa!t- 
ing. Between Dr. Dowile's position 
and mine the difference is this, that 
Dowie fixes the appearance of the Mes- 
“ |siah within the next twenty-five years, 
while I gave him the glad tidings that 
the Messiah bas already appeared, I 
am that Messiah, and Almighty God 
bas shown numerous signs from earth 
as well as from heaven in my support. 
of ‘sty following. which already claims a 
| pundred thousand souls, Is making a 
'S\rapid progress. The proof that Dr. 
%€ | Dowle furnishes in support of his ex- 
travagant claims is the very height of 
te absurdity. He claims to have healed 
hundreds of sick men. But why did 
©! his healing power fail in the case of 
it | nis own beloved daughter, where it 
{0 | should have been exercised in the high- 
est degree?" 


e777 
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THE MORNING NEWS. 


= ———— rg 
_WITMINGTON, _ DEL. THURSDAY. MARC ‘H 3. 1904. 


John- Alexander Dowie, the Chicago 
‘prophet’ has his counterpart in India 
Indeed, the criental product in some ways 
eutdoes the man who, according to «li 
accounts. has made a good thing out of it 
in that.city. The Hindoo's name is Mirza 
Ghelan Ahmad, head of a.distinet set of 
Mohammedians, and he lives in the Jun- 
jauh. In fine appearance, denunciaticn 
and prophecies he more than equais 
Dowie, but so far he does not seem to 
have devetoped the business sense af 
John Alexander, He lives humbly <cnd 
only attracted official attention when he 
began to foretell the death of certain cp- 
ponents. Mirza was “induced” to aban- 
don this feature of his performance, as it 
contravened a section of the penal cole, 
He is 65 years old and has about 16,000 
followers. 
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THE MORNING NEWS 


March 3, 1904—Wilmington, Delaware, USA 


John Alexander Dowie, the Chicago “prophet” 
has his counterpart in India. Indeed, the ori- 
ental product in some ways outdoes the man 
who, according to all accounts has made a good 
thing out of it in that city. The Hindoo’s name 
is Mirza Ghelan [sic—Ghulam] Ahmad, head 
of a distinct sect of Mohammedians [sic], and 
he lives in the Junjauh [sic—Punjab]. In fine 
appearance, denunciation and prophecies he 


more than equates Dowie, but so far he does 
not seem to have developed the business sense 
of John Alexander. He lives humbly and only 
attracted official attention when he began to 
foretell the death of certain opponents. Mirza 
was “induced” to abandon this feature of his 
performance, as it contravened a section of the 
penal code. He is 65 years old and has about 
10,000 followers. 
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AA New Lins! FOUR O'CLOCE 


"e..] EVENING JOURNAL. 


Vo, XXXVIL—No. 10,343. 


ANOTHER “MES*1A11.” 

The Rev. 4. A. Dowie, who pows as 
“Elijah 11.” base a double in Indias The 
Indian prophet’s name is Mirza Chelan 
Ahmad, commonly called Mirza Sahil: he 1. 
| the head of the Almadicah met of Mohuns. 
medans, which he founded, and be lives 4) 
Quadian, in the Penjaub, An Foden jy 
per save of hem that, by his fine appens 
ance, his denworation:. tux prophecies, ont 
hix guehing selfi-prauwe, he more than reca'le 
Mr. Dewie. He clauma te he the Meesiai, 
te have maugurated 4 new milletmom, an! 
that a universal streggle & pow going on 
tetween the “geed and fed attruct« ms,” 
which are respectively hummeel) amd hus oy 
| pasetat Le. He bbherally abore~ the gore 
‘orthedexs Mohammedabe. whe prepa the 
peompdisett im kind Phe pretences. per 
forms miracles, which melude 4 “oymb. 
jeal raiame of the dead.” whatever thot 
roy be. and pomtse to DM “samen iture! 
«ane amd me guaranterd “Atewers to 
prayer” At eme time he bod a come 
nient habit of prenphesvinge the death of 
hie opponents, but as thie coutravened u 
eecti no of the Indan Penal Code he wa. 
eommpelled to deest Uretretrom. Tx follow 
| ory are said te namber aleut WO Te 
nw & yeare of ape. and cemes of a fants 
whieh has earned the tame that ‘relignie 
eothusiasm, if not embitwa, rms to ron 
im it.”—tilagow Weekly Herald 
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THE EVENING JOURNAL 


March 16, 1904—Adelaide, South Australia 


ANOTHER MESSIAH. 


The Rev. J. A. Dowie, who poses as “Elijah IL” has a 
double in India. The Indian prophet’s name isMirza- 
Ghulam Ahmad,commonly calledMirzaSahib; he is 
the head of theAhmadieah[sic—Ahmadiyya] sect 
of Mohammedans, which he founded, and he lives 
at Quadian [sic—Qadian], in the Punjaub [sic— 
Punjab]. An Indian paper says of him that, by his 
fine appearance, his denunciations, his prophecies, 
and his gushing self-praise, he more than recalls Mr. 
Dowie. He claims to be the Messiah, to have inau- 
gurated a new millennium, and that a universal 
struggle is now going on between the “good and bad 
attractions, which are respectively himself and his 
opponents. He liberally abuses the more orthodox 
Mohammedans, who repay the compliment in kind. 
He prophesies, performs miracles, which include a 
“symbolical raising of the dead,” whatever that may 
be, and points to 150 “supernatural signs” and 30,000 
guaranteed “answersto prayer.” At one time he had 
a convenient habit of prophesying the death of his 
opponents, but as this contravened a section of the 
Indian Penal Code he was compelled to desist there- 
from. His followers are said to number about 10,000. 
He is 65 years of age, and comes of a family which 
has earned the fame that “religious enthusiasm, if 
not ambition, seems to run in it.”—Glasgow Weekly 
Herald. 
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ANOTHER “MES*1A11.” 

The Rev. 4. A. Dowie, who pows aa 
“Elijah 11° base a double in India. The 
Indian prophet’s name is Mirza Chelan 
Ahmad, commonly called Mirza Sahil: be 1. 
| the head of the Almadicah mrt of Mohan 
mevia ten, whoch he founded, and be lives 4! 
Quadian, in the Penjaub, An fodin 4, 
per save of hum that, by his fine appear 
ance, his denworiation-. tas prophecies, ont 
hix guehing self-prauce, he more than reca'le 
Mr. Dewie. le clauma te he the Meesiai, 
to have maugurated 4 new millet om, an | 
that a universal stracugle ” BOM Cue on 
tetween the “ged and ted attracth m,” 
which are respectively humeeli amd hus of 
pomenta. He hberally aberex the gore 
‘orthodex Mohammedaby. whe repas the 
peompdinemt to kid. The preniie<de. per 
forms miracles, which melate 4 “ormb, :- 
jeal raiame of the dead.” whatever thot 
nmuoy be. and pomts to DM “samen iture! 
eune” amd S000) guaranterd “anewars tu 
prayer” = At ome time he bod a conve 
nient habit of prophesving the death of 
hie opponents, bet ae thie coutravened a 
eectin of the Indan Penal Code he wa. 
compelled to dewtst therefrom. ILs follow 
em are said te namber aleout OM He 
i G@ yeare of age, and comes of a fan): 
whieh has earned the tame that ‘religous 
eothusiasm, if not embitwn, rms to ron 
im it.”—tilagow Weekly Herald 
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ANOTHER MESSIAH. 


The Rev. J. A. Dowie, who poses as “Elijah IL” has a 
double in India. The Indian prophet’s name is Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, commonly called Mirza Sahib; he 
is the head of the Ahmadieah [sic—Ahmadiyya] sect 
of Mohammedans, which he founded, and he lives 
at Quadian [sic—Qadian], in the Punjaub [sic— 
Punjab]. An Indian paper says of him that, by his 
fine appearance, his denunciations, his prophecies, 
and his gushing self-praise, he more than recalls Mr. 
Dowie. He claims to be the Messiah, to have inau- 
gurated a new millennium, and that a universal 
struggle is now going on between the “good and bad 
attractions, which are respectively himself and his 
opponents. He liberally abuses the more orthodox 
Mohammedans, who repay the compliment in kind. 
He prophesies, performs miracles, which include a 
“symbolical raising of the dead,” whatever that may 
be, and points to 150 “supernatural signs” and 30,000 
guaranteed “answers to prayer.” At one time he had 
a convenient habit of prophesying the death of his 
opponents, but as this contravened a section of the 
Indian Penal Code he was compelled to desist there- 
from. His followers are said to number about 10,000. 
He is 65 years of age, and comes of a family which 
has earned the fame that “religious enthusiasm, if 
not ambition, seems to run in it.”—Glasgow Weekly 
Herald. 
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McCook Tribune. 


TWENTY-SECOND YEAR McCOOK, RED WILLOW COUNTY, NEBRASKA, FRIDAY EVENING, APRIL 8, 1904. NUMBER 45 


An Asiatic Dowie. 

John Alexander Dowie, the Chicago 
“prophet,” has his counterpart in In 
dia. Indeed, the Oriental product in 
some ways outdoes the man who, ac 
cording to all accounts, has made a 
good thing out of it in Chicago. The 
Ilindoo’s name is Mirza Gheelan Ah 
mad, head of a distinct sect of Mo 
hammedans, and he lives in the Pun- 
iaub. In fine appearance, denuncia- 
tion and propnecies he more than 
equals Dowie but so far he does not 
seem to have developed the sound 
business sense of John Alexander. | 
He lives humbly and only attracted 
official attention when he began to 
foretell the death of certain oppo- | 
nents. Mirza was “induced” to aban. | 
don this feature of his pe:formance, 
S it contravened a section of the 
penal code. He is 65 years old and 
has about 10,000 followers. 


a 
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April 8, 1904—McCook, Nebraska, USA 


AN ASIATIC DOWIE. 


John Alexander Dowie, the Chicago “prophet,” has 
his counterpart in India. Indeed, the Oriental prod- 
uct in some ways outdoes the man who, according 
to all accounts, has made a good thing out of it in 
Chicago. The Hindoo’s name is Mirza Gheelan 
[sic—Ghulam] Ahmad, head of a distinct sect of 
Mohammedans, and he lives in the Puniaub [sic— 
Punjab]. In fine appearance, denunciation and 
prophecies he more than equals Dowie but so far he 
does not seem to have developed the sound business 
sense of John Alexander. He lives humbly and only 
attracted official attention when he began to foretell 
the death of certain opponents. Mirza was “induced” 
to abandon this feature of his performance, as it con- 
travened a section of the penal code. He is 65 years 
old and has about 10,000 followers. 
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—————__e+2__ ______- 
AN AsdIATIC DOWTE. 


John Alexander Dowie, the Chicago 
“prophet,” has his counterpart in India. 
Indeed, the Oriental product in some 
ways outdoes the man who, according 
to all accounts, has made a good thing 
out of it in Chicago. The Hindoo's 
name is Mirza Gheelan Ahmad, head 
of a distinct sect of Mohammedans, and 
he lives in the Punjauh. In fine ap- 
pearance, denunciation and prophecies 
he more than equals Dowie, but so far 
he does not seem to have developed the 


sound business sense of John Alex- 
ander. He lives humbly and only at- 
tracted official attention when he be- 
gan to foretell the death certain op- 
ponents. Mirza was “induced” to a- 
bandon ths feature of his perform- 
| ance, as it contravened a section of 
| the penal code. He is 65 years old and 
has about 10,000 followers, 
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April 20, 1904—Honolulu, Hawaii, USA 


AN ASIATIC DOWIE. 


John Alexander Dowie, the Chicago “prophet,” has 
his own counterpart in India. Indeed, the Oriental 
product in some ways outdoes the man who, accord- 
ing to all accounts, has made a good thing out of it 
in Chicago. The Hindoo’s name is Mirza Gheelan 
[sic—Ghulam] Ahmad, head of a distinct sect of 
Mohammedans, and he lives in the Punjaub. In fine 
appearance, denunciation and prophecies he more 
than equals Dowie, but so far he does not seem to 
have developed the sound business sense of John 
Alexander. He lives humbly and only attracted offi- 
cial attention when he began to foretell the death of 
certain opponents. Mirza was “induced” to abandon 
this feature of his performance, as it contravened a 
section of the penal code. He is 65 years old and has 
about 10,000 followers. 
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An Asiatic Dowie. 
Tohn Alexander Dowie,the Cri 
sage “prophet,” has his counter: 
part in India. Indeed, the Cri- 


-hing out of it in Chicago. The 
Hindoo’s name is Mirza Gheelan 
\hmad, head of a distinct sect ci 
Mohammedans, and he lives in 
the Puniaub. In fine appearance, 
denunciation and prophecies he 
more than equals Dowie, but 50} 
\far he does mot seem to have de 
| veloped the sound business *scnse 
of Tohn Alexander. He lives 
humbly and only attracted offi- 
cial] attention when he began to 
foretell the death of certain 
nents. Mirza was “induced” to 
abandon this feature of his per- 
formance, as it contravened a sec- 
tion of the penal code. He is 65 
vears old and has about 10,000 
followers. 
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AN ASIATIC DOWIE. 


John Alexander Dowie, the Chicago “prophet,” has 
his own counterpart in India. Indeed, the Oriental 
product in some ways outdoes the man who, accord- 
ing to all accounts, has made a good thing out of it 
in Chicago. The Hindoo’s name is Mirza Gheelan 
[sic—Ghulam] Ahmad, head of a distinct sect of 
Mohammedans, and he lives in the Puniaub [sic— 
Punjab]. In fine appearance, denunciation and 
prophecies he more than equals Dowie, but so far he 
does not seem to have developed the sound business 
sense of John Alexander. He lives humbly and only 
attracted official attention when he began to foretell 
the death of certain opponents. Mirza was “induced” 
to abandon this feature of his performance, as it con- 
travened a section of the penal code. He is 65 years 
old and has about 10,000 followers. 


317 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


Ane. Ze 


Murza Ghularn Ahmad, of Punjab, India, 
who claims to be the seaitaad Messiah 
had challenged “Prophet” Dowie to a duel 
of prayer, in which each of them is to 
petition the Almighty that “whoever of 
us two is the liar may perish first.” The 
challenge has not, so far, been accepted, 


MSINTYRE 8 
“QHOOM" 
TEA 


THE AGE 


November 18, 1904—Melbourne, Australia 


Murza Ghularn [sic—Mirza Ghulam] Ahmad, 
of Punjab, India, who claims to be the promised 
Messiah, had challenged “Prophet” Dowie to a duel 
of prayer, in which each of them is to petition the 
Almighty that “whoever of us two is the liar may per- 
ish first.” The challenge has not, so far, been accepted. 
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SECTION 2: ARTICLES 128-156 


Documenting the Fall & Death of Dowie and 
the Victory of Ahmad 
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THE MOSLEM PERIL. 319 


conquerors have been leas thoroughgoing 
—they have left the conquered the privi- 
leve of practising the rites of their own 
religion. But it is none the less a funda- 
mental political dogma of the Moslems 
that foreign peoples are to be conquered 
if possible. In this point, it will be ob- 
served, their creed is practically the 
same as that of the Christian. 

This principle, which has been estab- 
lished by the actual practise of Moslem 
nations, is supperted by their common 
law. While the Koran is the fundamen- 
tal law-book in all Mohammedan com- 
munities, the application of its general 
provisions to particular cases has called 
ferth a great body of legal decisions, 
These decisions have been collected and 
edited in a number of books, aceepted aa 
codes in different parts of the Moslem 
world, A few extracts will suffice to show 
the «pirit of the code. 

One of the most important of the 
digesta, the Hedaya—which dates from 
the twelfth eentury of our era—de- 
elares that war may be carried on against 
the infidels, though they be not the first 
aggressors, as is commonly held to be 
the teaching of various passages in the 
sacred writings. This view is repeated in 
the Kifaya, a commentary on the 
Hedaya, which says that war against in- 
fidels whe do net accept Islam, and do 
not pay the capitation tax, is incumbent, 
even thourh they do not attack first. It 
aleo observes that in the beginning the 
prophet was commanded to withdraw 
from ideloters; later he was directed to 
summon them with kindness to believe; 
then he was allowed to fight them when 
thes were the aggressors; then to begin 
the fighting during a certain period; and 
finally he was permitted or commanded 
to fight wherever and whenever he chose, 

This last aecount of the matter is re- 
peated in a number of other legal books, 
and may be regarded as the aceepted doe 
trine of Moslem jurists, If these latter 
could be looked on as perfectly truat- 
worthy interpreters of the scriptures, we 
should have to hold that the Koran per- 
mitted aggressive warfare; but their 
dicta eannot be regarded as entirely im- 
portial or tru«tworthy. 

In the first place. the interpretations 
of the Koran are often baxed on trardi- 
tions, and it is well known that many of 
these traditions rest on flimey authority, 
In fact, traditions have sometimes been 
invented to serve special purposes, 

Further, it was the interest of the 
jurists to maintain and justify the policy 
of the califs. When a line of national 


policy has been established by actual 
fact, it will always be posxible to find 
justification for it in the fundamental 
law. Sacred writings as well as political 
constitutions have often proved flexible, 
capable of vielding almost any desired 
doetrine to a judicious interpretation. 
The Koran, as we have already seen, does 
not justify unprovoked assault; but the 
right to make such assault is neverthe- 
less the accepted teaching of the general 
body of Moslem lawyers, 


8 THERR A MOSLEM PER? 


Nevertheless, I do not believe that 
there ia any danger of the Moslem atates 
attacking the rest of the world. Not one 
of them is in condition to make an un- 
provoked assault on any other people. 
The Sultan of Turkey is in the hands of 
the Christian powers, and can do nothing 


without their permission. For Moroceo, 


it is simply a question how seon the 
country will be taken in charge by 
France. Egypt is practically a part of 
the British Empire. In Arabia, the only 
organized community is that of the 
Wahabis, and they are at present without 
military power, The Sherif of Mecea 
is a mighty religions potentate, but his 
functions and his ambition are confined 
to things ceclesinatical, Persia and Af- 
ghanistan are litth more than bones of 
contention between Hussia and England. 
India has the loreest Mebarmmmedan pop- 
viation in the world, but the Indian Mo- 
hammedans have no political organiza- 
tion, and appear to be loyal subjects of 
the British crown, 

An interesting indication of the ten- 
dencies of Moslem opinion in India 
is afforded by the statements of a newly 
arisen Messiah, Mirza Ghulam Abmad. 
Hle is the man who not long ago chal- 
lenged Dr. Dowie of Chicare to a prayer- 
duel. proposing that the Hlinei« Elijah 
should pray God that whichever of the 
two prophets was false should die before 
the ether, On the question of war Abh- 
mod has expressed himself clearly in an 
article published in an Indian periodical, 
the Keriew of Religions: 

Like the firet Weesiah, the but Messiah has bon 
sent to preach bis word in peace, and to abolish 
jihad with the sword [that i. propaganda by war]. 
Time itself ie warning the advocates of jitad that 
the sword cannet satiefy the search after truth. 
Ne civilized nation at the present day resorts to 
the sword in relycious matters, and in all enlight- 
ened countries perfect freedom is allowed in re- 
ligious views, The believers in the aivent of a 
bloody Mabdi and a warlike Mersiah should not fail 
to see their errors under the existing cireemstances. 
Such views are in opposition to the divine will, 
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June 1905—New York, New York, USA 


An interesting indication of the tendencies of 
Moslem opinion in India is afforded by the 
statements of a newly arisen Messiah, Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad. He is the man who not long 
ago challenged Dr. Dowie of Chicago to a 
prayer-duel, proposing that the Illinois Elijah 
should pray God that whichever of the two 
prophets was false should die before the other. 
On the question of war Ahmad has expressed 
himself clearly in an article published in an 
Indian periodical, the Review of Religions: 
Like the first Messiah, the last Messiah has 


been sent to preach his word in peace, and to 
abolish jihad with the sword [that is, propa- 
ganda by war]. Time itself is warning the advo- 
cates of jihad that the sword cannot satisfy the 
search after truth. No civilized nation at the 
present day resorts to the sword in religious 
matters, and in all enlightened countries per- 
fect freedom is allowed in religious views. The 
believers in the advent of a bloody Mahdi and 
a warlike Messiah should not fail to see their 
errors under the existing circumstances. Such 
views are in opposition to the divine will. 
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RIL 2 1906—TWELVE PAGES... PRICE THREE CENTS 


ZION OUSTS DOWIE, 


Wife and Even the Unkissed Son 
, 


Jdin New Leader. 


(hicago Apri ] At a meeting to-day of | 
adherents of the Christian Catholic (Chureh 
at Zion City, of which John Alexander Dowle ts 
the founder and frst apostie, lowte’sa authority 
was repudiated and Wilbur Glenn Voliva, who 
for surmme time has been conducting the affairs of 
the church, W elected in his stead 
Mrs. Dow aleo repudiated her husband and | 
their son, Gladstone Dowie, the unkissed, cast | 
t 


his lot. with his mother and the new leader, 


Voliva 
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April 2, 1906—New York, New York, USA 


ZION OUSTS DOWIE. 


Wife and Even the Unkissed Son 
Join New Leader. 


Chicago, April 1.—At a meeting to-day of 5,000 
adherents of the Christian Catholic Church at Zion 
City, of which John Alexander Dowie is the founder 
and first apostle, Dowie’s authority was repudi- 
ated and Wilbur Glenn Voliva, who fro some time 
has been conducting the affairs of the church, was 
elected in his stead. 

Mrs. Dowie also repudiated her husband, and 
their son, Gladstone Dowie, the unkissed, cast his lot 
with his mother and the new leader, Voliva. 
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8 0 ow Ing Teessage was then sent to Dowla, 
4 forming bim of the chonge tn the situation 

ND OUT | ogra recet ped Practically all, Incloding 

W \ 3 . fF necmnatl representatives, inderes Voliva’s ad- 

ietra Speicher’s retnstatement and 

‘Tanger s rtertion, emphatically protesting 


NEW LEADER FOR ZION. 


Prophet Charged with Hypocrisy 
and Polygamous Teaching. 


Thicage. Aprit 2 —John Alexander Dowte, besd 
of the “Christian Catholic Church of Zion.” wee 
@epueed to-day as 2 religtous brader. ruepended) 
from membership tr the church he fourded 
shorn of hie tempera! poseeasions tn Zion City 
the home of bie church, end warned to accept 
the situetion quietly ‘et wore things befall 
hire 

The mctioe revel’ agninet the leadership of 
Tieete ene (oreehatewed preetertdes when Cover 
seer Voliva. whe bad been placed by TDewte tn 
harge of the « reh while he sough health 
™ Jawmeton and Meaice. announced that he 


| 


Pgninst ‘ur extravagance, hypocrisy, misrepre- 
tations, @xaggeerrations, tyranny and injustice 
“ eby suspended from office and 
erobership. for polygamous teaching and other 
er . hurges See letter Quietiy retire Fur- 
interference will precipitate complete ex- 
and ingal proceedings 
Your statement of stupendourly magnificent 
is extremely foolish, in view of 
thousends suffering through vour shameful mis- 


ALagement Zion and reditors wil, he pro- | 


ected at all costs 


Iegerding the polvgamous teachings men- 

in the mereage to Dowte, (hwerseer Voliva 
anid st the teachings had not been public, but 
were of a private character 


All thuse now prominent in the management 


airs of the Zion City Church, with the 


exoemiion of Overseer Volivwa. are men with 


ee oe ene annie the eabeen at! Daete whe Dewle had quarrelied tn the past. He 

ab 1. he @erdared. greasly miermanaged the diemissed Deacen Speicher from all of him ap- 

affaire of the ohurcn The members of the por ‘ i the Church and compelled him to | 
here> | =tf- and sot, of Dewte eo Zz cus In « long message received 

aerems start } 


yesterday by Voliva, and which precipitated the 


The firet ove looking + throw of | 
the erif-elected Bilfah Tl wae early to-day revolut he ordered the instant 
Volivea. whe holds a power of at- diemiseal of Deacon Gran who ts now all 
te Towle En company with several powerful in directing the fairs of the com- 
other officers of the church. Volive haetened to 


lake Counts 


and file? « 
Alexander (Giramgerr 
Dewle in Zloo ity 


| of male to Demoer 


munity at Zion <« 


the officers of the 


Church thet the deposed leader will make a 


It is generally believed 


fight to recever bis lest power. If this is done, 


mone’. petting him tn possession ef all the they said te-dar, the matter would go to the 
PereOnal Preperty ef Dewte including his hersee ourt 
< free " mo ange os ce x Ree Dowle'’s + ect for the establishment of a) 
ant nt Wigttfall the evecser appatnted ons Mexico will be abandoned by the new | 
. ger city genesehel Sita on: he dn . As atlowanmre “T he given 
{ the Chereh, hut was the holder of a!) of Dowle sufficient to maintatr residence in Mex- 
sain "eae ies " . oe mm or he will be rec ed by 
the new officers ef the Church as a common citi- 
on «> +1 ‘ » retur and take up hie 
x . the rirmina awe Ww i 
lhewle. on account of the funds 
is allege * wasted, nor will any civil 
che scover moneys expended 
lev “ t * obstreperous, it 
ts Gladstone Dowie. ts prepared 
t — “4 flathone 
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ARTICLE 132 - THE LACLEDE BLADE 


Welker 2 Dis jelbaybe 


April 28, 1906—Laclede, Missouri, USA 


ACLEDE, MISSOURI, 


a = 


Chicago, 1.4 The downfall of 
Solomon was used Sunday by Deputy 


‘| Overseer Wilbur Glenn Voliva in & 


sermon at Zion City to describe the 
fate of John Alexander Dowie, who he 
said had “incurred the wrath of God 
and lost a kingdom.” 

. Thousands strangers flocked to 
Zion sapeee to see Dowie and wit- 
ness a clash between his followers and 
those of Voliva. They were disap- 
pointed, for Dowle remained at his 
apartments in the Auditorium Annex 
40 miles away, while his rival de- 
livered himself of another phillipic. 

Voliva said Dowie had sinned by 
wearing fine apparel, “robes of purple, 
yellow and white,” and assuming 4 
pompous walk. He asserted the 
| “apostle’s” trip to Europe was respon- 
sible for this, for he had returned with 
the idea that he was to be the ruler 
of a nation and the religious adviser 
of kings. 

“It was the same way with Solo- 
mon,” said Voliva. “While he was 
humble and God fearing he was 
blessed. While Dowie was leading the 
simple life and was content to wear 
common clothes instead of a Mother 


Hubbard dress he converted hundreds | 


of people.” 

At the conclusion of the meeting 
Voltva asked the members of the re- 
storation host to renounce their oaths 
given to Dowle and with only a few 
exceptions this was done, 


a ae ee ee 


cece eervrerser 


This photograph of Zion Industries was taken in front of Zion City’s Tabernacle in July 1904. 
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OTIVE BOILER EXPLODES 
AT METUCHEN, N. J. 


‘were killed and a number of 
‘and Metuchen, N. J., 
threatened with mony fires 


‘steel enterd McCutcheon's pharmacy. 
‘stores were cet om fire, but in neith- 
rease was there serious lors. Miss Daisy 
telephone operator in the ruil 
‘station, was thrown frow ber chair 
‘the explosion and slighty injured. The 
Haz caught fire, bet wee not de 


¢ ‘Stolen Geld Dust. 
When George Edwards Adams, a self 
emberrler from the United 

‘amey office, xets out of the Wasb- 
‘Vagton penitentiary at McNeil's Island 
_ gx yours hence, be will be a wealthy man, 
. saved about $200,000 out of his 
ttioas of gold dust from Alaska 

The gorernment is in x peculiar 


‘all claims filed, only $43.20 
‘been clatwmed and the remainder the 
‘cannot hold, although upward 
{$250,000 im gold dust was stolen by 


which 400 head of sheep were killed and 
‘the camp burned, comes the report of a 
1 Creek county. 
camp was attack 


‘off the sheep 

reats of shooting, fired the 
thea beran "shooting 
total of 8,000 sheep 
have disappeared, sup- 


F trade; have become involved ina perso 
EBicolts which ix threatening to lead to 
Jo duel. The trouble arse from some ex 
Premions used by M. Rosenthal whieh 
‘Mr. Sands considered derozatory 10 Sx 
retary Root. 
Postale Give Marder Clue. 
Tro souvenir postal cards addressed to 
award Evans, Collivwood drugzist, 
‘were found in a pocketork belonzinz 10 
‘Mrs, Minnie E, Sherman, the nich widow 
‘whe war found murdered in her hone 
fear Cleveland, and as a result the police 
‘will ask that Evans be called as a witness 


President Hoosevelt at a conference 
with J. Pierpont Morzan agrenl 1 
four auilroad pres Hughie 
Northwestern, McCrea of the 
fala, Mellen of the New Haven 
man of the New York Central—to 
eum action 10 temper agitation wzninst 


‘The Siaty-fifth Indinna 
sembly adjourned Monday 
persion lasting sixty-one days. Inetud 
In the new laws Waren Zeent fa 
fact, a primary election law, mewsiroe 
Greatly Increasing the powers of the rail: 
fread commission and protecting shippers, 


Peverty of Green Gods Swindter. 

“Jimmy” McNally, “king of the green 
goods men.” who squanilered millions of 
dollars and now is penniless and friend: 
ees, bins been committed ta the workhouse 
fa New York at his own roquest. 


Capteres Hie ton in Bors 
| BE _ Richard Kempthorne eaptnred a iid. 
‘eight burglar in hix house io Oroaha nud 
PMD is sext morning discovered the prisoner 
‘wes bis own son whom he had not seen 

a) aoe 


[a Cleveland Mike Koskas, a Hun- 
‘shot and killed Mrs. Lizzie 820vo- 

(ele, with whom he boarded, and then 

E tturped the revolver upon himself, Kuskas 
: ‘will probably die. 


i smothered by tmoke, 

Mra, Ada Brazzila, ber two children 
‘and nother woman were stnoshesed 10 
death by smoke in their home in Irook 
Bye, N.Y. A trnp door was nailed down 
from the upper aide nod the sictine could 
feet open it to emcape by the root 


| 
i 


‘meunced In a cablegram received at the 
Harvard OMervatory from Professir 
Keeuts, at Kiel, the discoverer being 
‘exbin\ at Nice. The comet was visbi 
@ mall telescope. 


* Jet's” death reached the pe 


“PROPHET” PASSES AWAY AF. 
TER LONG ILLNESS. 


Dies at Shieh Mouse in Midst of 
Heenes of Greatest Victories and 
Defeat—-Followers Are Awed by 
Lender's Demiee, . 
John Alexander Dowie, founder of 

the Chriatian Cathollc _Apostotie 

(Church of Zion, self-termed Etijat 121, 

and prophet of Divine selection, died 

Saturday morning in Shilo Howse, 

Zion City, Uh 
‘The death was lingering, the faithful 

Drayed until the very end that he might 

be spared, He led them contiuually in 

thelr supplications until at last bis 
tecble voice coased and be breathed his 
last, About his bed stood several of 

‘the faithful and one or two men who 

have fought him with great vigor in 

his last months of life. These men re- 
pented at the death ted; they asked 

‘him for forgiveness, 

Even to the last breath the aged 
“prophet” showed his indomitable wil, 
bis spirit of love for the struggle. HIS 
last word plainly indicated this feetin 
He said; “I have fought a gooil fight. 
1" His lips ceased moving. H's 
ees closed. 

Nelther bis wife nor son Gladstone 
were at bis bedside. He did not ask 
for elther of them. He had had a vio 
Jent quarrel with his son, ‘There was 
‘to forgiveness. He died with no sign 
of forgiveness for the wife an sn, 

Dr. Dowie came to bis end in = 
house from which be ruled the strang- 
est city the world has ever known— 
Zion City. He died there a poor, bro- 
en, old man, shorn of bis power and 
Influence, where once be stood the lead 
‘er on everything. 

The death of the First Apostle, white 
not unexpected, caused & sensation, 
and plunged the peopie of Zion City 
Into chaos and lamentation. Old 
friends and devotees of the Prophet 
Elijah stopped in the streets and 
wrung their hands when they heard 
the news, Women wept ant iu many 
Instances rent thelr garments, as was 
‘the custom in biblical days, 

In the houses eager groups assem: 
bled and prayers were offered with 
touching little religions ceremonies as 
a tribute fo the departed leader. Dow: 
ie lived up to his teachings to the last, 
and was never attendet ty a physi- 
clan, It is telieved that he died of 
Aropsy and blood disease, with cou: 
plications, 

Searcely had the news of the “prop! 

3 befe 
they learned that Wilbur Glenn Vollva, 
the young leader who desposed Dowie 

and took his position of ruler of Z 

City, Is erionsly 1M with pneumonia 

at bis bome. 

Dowie termed bis advent in this 
world as ‘the second coming of 
Christ” For years is followers be 
Meved It. Thounands of members of 
the Christian Catboile Aposto!i> 
Chureh accepted every word be sa 
When be announced binslf as” 


WHLWCR GLEXN VOLIVA, 


jah the Thy 
they all believed bim and practically 


a and “The Prophet 


worshipped in, 

He came to Chicago and estydiished 
2 litte mission on Gli street. wear 
Stony Inland a fu Woedlawn, tt 
was a small beginning, ot 
souk suffering from Kupposedly lncar 
able diseases went to Ulm and walkel 
away apparently cured, 

‘The feeble were mude able to walk, 
the sick were made well and the unie 
Hevers made into C 
fame spread. Hin ilttle 
converted Into a iniglity 

Dowle began appearing 
people In strange robes of his new 
creed. Soon his following mumbermd 
into the thousnds. He nained his ag: 
gregation the “Christian Cathol 
Apostolle Church In Zion.” He w: 
the “first aportie"—the founder. This 
was his beginning, which finally led 
vim to a big tabernacle at 14th xtreet 
and Michigan avenne snd Oually to 
Zion Cits, which he controlled wotil 
the beginuing of bis downfall. From 
the all-powerful he was thrown down 
to the depths, He lost every vestize 
of control and died n lonely man i 
the elty of his own creation. 


parks from the Wires 
By invitation Secretary Metealt and 
the entire general board of the navy call 
td at the White Hoase to talk with the 
President about questions concerning the 
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DOWIE’S LIFE YEAR BY YEAR. 
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‘Youd am 
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Davia was acquitted of the charge of 
Manslaughter In connection with th 
Troquols Theater 
Alvaster Jo Chicage 
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‘The acquittal by 
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PRINCETON TELEGRAPH 


March 20, 1907—Princeton, Missouri, USA 


DOWIE DIES—UNFORGIVING WIFE, 
SON AND FATHER 


Year By Year Story of Amazing Reversals in the Life of Dowie 


When John Alexander Dowie passed away, death 
ended the most spectacular and remarkable career 
that modem times have known. Gigantic successes 
and tragic failures punctuated his life. 


Here are some of the remarkable works and reversals that marked Dowie’s career: 


He built a creed, he was excommunicated. 

He built a city; he was exiled from it. 

He was amassed a fortune of millions; he was reduced to virtual poverty. 
He elevated Voliva to great power; Voliva ruined him. 


Oda ee 


He drew about him thousands who worshiped him: he died deserted by all save a 
handful of the faithful. 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES 


March 10, 1907—New York, New York, USA 


DOW TE DIESUEN TEE CliyY HE FOUNDED 


Neither Wife Nor Son, Whom He Had Repulsed, Was at His Bedside. 


SINGS HYMNS AS END NEARS 
Voliva and the Receiver Announce 
that His Death Will Not Af 
fect the Future of Zion. 


Special to The New York Times. 

Chicago, March 9.—John Alexander 
Dowie died at 7:40 o'clock this morning at 
his residence, Shiloh House, in Zion City. The 
founder of the Christian Catholic Apostolic 
Church, a sect that had its followers in every 
quarter of the globe, passed away peacefully 
after a period of unconsciousness. 

The end was not unexpected. For hours the 
old leader, deserted by all except, a few faithful 
followers, had been sinking slowly. Paralysis 
and a complication of dropsy and other mal- 
adies caused death. No relative was with him 
at the last. Repulsed when they made a final 
effort to see him three months ago, neither his 
wife Jane nor his son Gladstone was at his bed- 
side when the end came. 

Mrs Dowie and her son arrived late tonight 
from Ben McDhul, their home in Michigan, 
which is practically all that remains of the 
wealth once controlled by Dowie, estimated to 
have been millions. 


Soon after Dowie’s death Shiloh House, 
with its furnishings, was seized by Receiver 
John C. Hately, in the name of the United 
States Court, for the benefit of the creditors 
of Zion City. The house is valued at $50,000 
and the furnishings at $80,000. A custodian is 
now in charge of the rooms where the body of 
Dowie lies in state. 

The future of Zion City, it was declared 
by General Overseer Wilbur Glenn Voliva, 
Dowie’s successor as head of the Church, 
will not be affected by the death of the 
founder. Receiver Hately made the same 
announcement... 

Prayers and parts of hymns were murmured 
from time to time by the lips of the dying man, 
whose pallid face and shrunken and emaciated 
form told plainly of the long and unsuccess- 
ful fight with disease. Dowie, who was just 60 
years old, had crowded in his eventful life the 
experience of a century, and apparently the full 
measure of the years had descended on him... 
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DOWIE DIES 


IN THE: CITY 
HE PLANNED 


tac of Remarkable - 
Man Comes to 
it - 


Death Finds Him with No 
Relatives or Friends 
by His Side 


Present Head of Zion City Declares ‘ 
No Changes Will Follow 
in Plans Already 
Made 


By Associated Press, 

CHICAGO, March 9.—Late in 
the day Mr. Voliva received bye 
to say nothing regarding the 
death of Dowie and declared 
the death of the former leader 


He declared that with his death — 
all bitter feeling against Dowie 


will disappear. 
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LOS ANGELES HERALD 


March 10, 1907 —Los Angeles, California, USA 


DOWIE DIES 
IN THE CITY 
HE PLANNED 


Career of Remarkable 
Man Comes to 


a Close 


Death Finds Him with No 
Relatives or Friends 


by His Side 


Present Head of Zion City Declares 
No Changes Will Follow 
in Plans Already 
Made 


By Associated Press. 

CHICAGO, March 9. — Late in the day Mr. 
Voliva received word to say nothing regarding 
the death of Dowie and declared that the death 
of the former leader will not affect the future of 
the church in any adverse manner. 

He declared that with his death all bitter feel- 
ing against Dowie will disappear. 
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DOWIE PASSES AWAY | 
WHILE ONLY ONE | 
FRIEND 8) 
By Associated Press. ether 
CHICAGO, March §.—John 
Dowie died at 7:40 this morning 
Shiloh house, Zion City. There w 
present with him when he died 
Judge D. N. Barxes and two pei 
attendants. It had been his custom 
to hold religious services every § 
day afternoon in the parlor * 
house. 


: 


robes and made a ch 
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Since that time Dowie has been gra 

vally failing. Friday rnc 

ever, there were no indie: 
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followers and’ prayed for 


His condition peered 20 Oe about the — 
same as for the last two. or three 
weeks, One of the attendants remained 


with him until midnight and was r 
lieved by. the, other a 


Shortly before 1 ‘o'clock this morning — 
Dowie became uelirious and his talk 
was the same as at a is te neet 
ing in the days of his prime, 
denounced people wi me 
vigor, ordered the guards to ease "he 
disturbers and acted just as he had 
on so many previous occasions. He 

gradually became weaker and th 
tendant telephoned for Judge 


DOWIE PASSES AWAY 
WHILE ONLY ONE 
FRIEND IS NEAR 


By Associated Press. 

CHICAGO, March 9. — John Alexander Dowie 
died at 7:40 this morning at Shiloh house, Zion 
City. There were present with him when he died only 
Judge D. N. Barnes and two personal attendants. It 
had been his custom to hold religious services every 
Sunday afternoon in the parlor of Shiloh house. 

About 450 of his original followers remained 
faithful and attended these services. 

Dowie always wore his apostolic robes and made 
a characteristic address. Five weeks ago the meetings 
ceased and Dowie appeared no longer in public. 
The Sunday meetings, however, were still held by his 
adherents. 

Since that time Dowie has been gradually failing. 
Friday afternoon, however, there were no indications 
of approaching death. He received a few followers 
and prayed for some people. His condition seemed to 
be about the same as for the last two or three weeks. 
One of the attendants remained with him until mid- 
night and was relieved by the other attendant. 

Shortly before 1 oclock this morning Dowie 
became delirious and his talk was the same as at a reli- 
gious meeting in the days of his prime. He denounced 
people with the old time vigor, ordered the guards to 
throw out disturbers and acted just as he had on so 
many previous occasions. He gradually becameweaker 
and the attendant telephoned for Judge Barnes, 
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FELTON CHURCH 


DOWAIE’S DEATH WILL NOT 
CHANGE AFFAIRS 


History of Elijah Second and 
How He Built Zion City of 
Nothing is 
Told 


(Continued from Page One) 


who reached Shiloh house at 7 a. m. Forty 
minutes later Dowie was dead. 


No Funeral Arrangements 


No arrangements have yet been made for the 
funeral. The death of Dowie was unexpected. 
A large number of followers and others are 
gathered at Shiloh house to pay their respects. 

Mrs. Dowie, Judge Dowie, the prophet’s 
father and his son, who are at Ben McD’hul, 
Mich., have been notified and are expected 
today. 

Judge Barnes, who was at the bedside of 
Dowie, is a member of Voliva’s council, but 
remained friendly to Dowie believing him to 
be insane and not responsible for his actions. 
Dowie’s wife, father and son held the same 
views, and it is therefore believed, though 
they were estranged, that they will attend the 
funeral. 

John Alexander Dowie was born in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, May 25, 1847. In 1860 his 
parents removed to Adelaide, Australia, where 


for seven years the youth was clerk in a business 
house. Here Dowie developed the commercial 
instinct that served him so well in later life. 

He saved enough money during this period 
to return to Edinburgh at the age of 20 to take a 
five year course in theology and art. He became 
a master of Greek and Hebrew and cultivated 
a literary taste that resulted in after years in a 
library of 10,000 volumes, with which he was 
thoroughly familiar. 


Wanted a Wider Field 


Six years of denominational activity wearied 
Dowie, who longed for a wider field of opera- 
tion. He forsook his church and in 1878 went 
to Melbourne, where he set up a free Christian 
tabernacle, the first of its kind, and organized 
adivine healing association which afterward 
became international in character. He became 
president of this organization and gained fame 
by going out into the country during the prey- 
alence of putrid fever and apparently effect- 
ing many cures by prayer and the laying on of 
hands. 

After ten years in Melbourne, Dowie 
decided to remove to England, where his asso- 
ciation had a number of branches, but fate 
took him across the Pacific and his announced 
intention of making Great Britain world head- 
quarters was never carried out. 

Dowie landed in San Francisco in 1888, 
needing money. He needed $250 and had just 
told his wife he had “asked God for it,” he said, 
when a man he had not seen in months came 
along and put the amount in his hand. That 
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was the starting point in his wonderful mon- 
ey-getting career in the western world. 


Goes to Chicago 


Two years of wandering along the California 
coast followed and then, in 1890, Mr. Dowie, 
his wife, his son Alexander John Gladstone 
Dowie and his daughter, Esther, arrived in 
Chicago, which was to be the theater of his 
great work. 

During the next five years Dowie was 
arrested at least a hundred times for violation 
of the city ordinances relating to the care of the 
sick, but the more trouble that was made for 
him the more heprospered. Branch churches 
were established in other cities, a large hospital 
for the healing of the sick was built in Chicago, 
a printing plant put in operation and a bank 
was also started. 

The Christian Catholic church in Zion, the 
outgrowth of the original International Divine 
Healing association, was formally organized 
inFebruary, 1896, Dowie becoming general 
overseer. Four years afterward Dowie, before 
a large audience in the Auditorium theater,an- 
nounced that he was Elijah the restorer. This 
assumption of a Biblical personality created 
even more of a sensation among his follow- 
ers than any of the worldly successes of the 
“prophet.” Previous to this Dowie had marked 
out his plans for Zion City, the crowning effort 
of his life. Six thousand acres of land were pur- 
chased and in August, 1901, the first building 
was erected in Zion City, which a year later 
had a population of 10,000. 


Dowie Supreme 


In Zion City Dowie was supreme. The title of 
the 6000 acres bought with the money of the 


sect rested in him. Lots were leased, not sold. 
Running for 999 years, these leases were filed 
with the following restrictions: Premises shall 
never be used for a slaughter house, saloon 
or beer garden, tobacco store, opium joint, 
theater, gambling establishment, dance hall, 
circus, pharmacy, drug store, office or residence 
of a practicing physician or surgeon, place for 
selling pork or secret meeting place. 

In December, 1905, Zion City was placed 
under control of a federal receiver, which was 
dissolved later on Dowie’s presentation of abil- 
ity to pay dollar for dollar on all indebtedness. 

At that time Dowie estimated the value 
of his holdings in Zion City at $25,000,000. 
Eighteen months ago Dowie began a pro- 
motion of a second Zion in Mexico. While 
engaged in this undertaking his health failed 
and he went to Jamaica. While there he suf- 
fered a stroke of paralysis from which he never 
fully recovered. 

It was at this time that he appointed 
Wilbur Glenn Voliva his first lieutenant and 
general overseer of the church. The month 
Voliva took charge of Zion City he, by power 
of attorney vested in him by Dowie, had all the 
property belonging to the church transferred 
from Dowie to Overseer Granger, charging 
extravagance and gross mismanagement by 
Dowie. 


Dowie Is Denounced 


Voliva called all the Zionists to the tabernacle 
in Zion City and denounced Dowie. With the 
exception of less than 200 of Dowie’s former 
followers, all the inhabitants of Zion City 
chose Voliva as their future leader and word 
was sent Dowie in Mexico that he had been 
deposed. He immediately started for Chicago 


and took the controversy to the courts for 
settlement. 

Wilbur Glenn Voliva, head of the faction 
opposing Dowie, declined today to make any 
statement regarding the effect of the death of 
Dowie upon the future of the church. 

Telegrams were received from Dowie’s 
wife and son announcing their departure from 
Muskegon, Mich., for Zion City. 


STORY OF ELIJAH II 
AND HOW HE BUILT 
ZION CITY FROM NOTHING 


BY LEMUEL PARTON 


The death of John Alexander Dowie at Shiloh 
house yesterday was the ending of a tragedy as 
affecting as the story of old Father Goriot, as 
dramatic as the tragedy of Lear. The man who 
had founded a new faith, who had fought to 
spread his kingdom with the zealot Jephthah 
leading the armies, who had built a city for his 
people and who had thundered prophecy and 
anathema from his stronghold died stripped, 
dispossessed and desolate, denied and forsaken 
by his wife and son, a pensioner in his own 
house and an outcast from his own people. 

I saw and talked with Dowie in the days of 
his power, in the days when his following was 
increasing by thousands, and he held his hosts 
under his sway with unquestioned and undis- 
puted rule. I saw him in the times of unrest, 
when the gates of his city were besieged, and 
he won victory after victory over his enemies; I 
saw him in the waning days of his reign, when 
the usurper had led away his people and he 


returned, his strength spent and his fortune 
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gone, to find his wife and son among his accus- 
ers; and always, even to the last, there was the 
same burning, unquenchable, vindictive spirit, 
the same subtle insight into the weaknesses of 
men which brought them under his sway, the 
same patriarchal love of old world magnifi- 
cence and display—the law exalted above the 
beatitudes, the curse of the prophet following 
his enemies. But his bodily strength failed him, 
and if John Alexander Dowie had returned to 
Zion City a year ago with the vigor of ten years 
before the people who deserted him will tell 
you that Wilbur Glenn Voliva would not be 
the ruler of the city today. 


Dowie Was Wise 


In building his "theocracy" which now is in 
danger of falling with its founder, Dowie com- 
bined with his natural qualifications for lead- 
ership of the people to whom he appealed, a 
shrewd and extremely worldly knowledge, 
gained by long experience, of the psychology 
of the religionists' mind. He knew the power of 
suggestion, of summation of stimuli, he knew 
the secrets of hypnosis, he knew the psychol- 
ogy of the crowd. 

When the pudgy little man, with the bandy 
legs, shrilled at his people in his high thin 
voice, at first it was not the voice of a prophet, 
but his bandy legs were hidden under a mag- 
nificent robe; his white beard and penetrating 
eyes, burning in the deep recesses under his 
brows, were all you saw of his face. His voice, 
searching, vibrant, tense, reached every ear, 
and his denunciations and anathemas, at first 
quarrelsome and shrewish, with their constant 
repetition became scathing and accusing and 
brought his great audiences, mystics most of 
them, unresisting under his spell. 
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Foundation of His Church 


It was in this way that Dowie began the foun- 
dation of the Christian Catholic church in 
Zion in the early nineties. The robes and the 
other stage accessories were not present at this 
time and much of the prophet's hold on the 
following which he later developed in Chicago 
was through his "divine healing." 

It was not until after he had attracted a host 
of supporters, led to him by his supposed mir- 
acles of healing, that he founded his church. 
He had been an evangelist in Australia and had 
founded a sect there, but in Chicago he discoy- 
ered an ideal field for the founding of the "new 
Zion" which he planned. Dowie had a myste- 
rious faculty of being able to get financial sup- 
port for his ventures. He secured a building for 
a church at Sixteenth street and Michigan ave- 
nue, and there Sunday by Sunday his crowds 
increased. 

His new religion began to assume more 
definite form and in 1896 the articles of faith 
which became the guide of the new sect were 
drawn up. With this the church was formally 
established, its organization decided upon 
and its deacons, elders and other officials 


appointed. 
Zion City Founded 


Four years later, the interval having been filled 
with unceasing activity on Dowie's part, 6000 
acres of land on the shore of Lake Michigan, 
forty miles north of Chicago, were purchased 
for the founding of Zion City. A mortgage 
was given and the sale of lots to the religious 
colonists began. The first building was erected 
in the spring of 1900 and the same year work 
on the tabernacle was begun. The tabernacle, 


which is of wood, like the other buildings, seats 
10,000 persons. 

The walls are covered with the trophies of 
the apostle's healing—crutches, arranged in 
fan designs and other figures, hot water bags 
and deformity apparatus, literally covering the 
walls in a grotesque and oddly repulsive dis- 
play. Making a half circle above the platform 
are the 500 seats of the surpliced choir, another 
institution which greatly aided Dowie in his 
theatrical effects. 

Elijah hospice, the big hotel, was built in 
the second year of the city's history. It contains 
800 rooms and is adequately though cheaply 
gurnished [sic]. The administration building is 
situated across the street from the hospice. In 
it are all the public offices of the city. A block 
away are the company stores, a long row, con- 


nected by a continuous passageway. 
Building of the City 


The work of building the city had not gone 
ahead smoothly. Dowie was constantly har- 
assed by attacks in the Chicago newspapers 
and was ridiculed after his declaration before 
a large audience in the Auditorium that he was 
Elijah the Restorer. With it all his creditors 
were pressing him. Time and again the word 
went out that, he was bankrupt and always he 
showed evidences of being able to discharge 
all his indebtedness. He was arrested more 
than one hundred times in Chicago, accused 
of violation of the laws regulating care of the 
sick. It was at a meeting in the Michigan ave- 
nue church that Dowie first met Wilbur Glenn 
Voliva, the man whom he afterward trusted 
and by whom he was overthrown. Voliva had 
been an itinerant preacher in Indiana, and 
had been identified with several evangelistic 
churches. He told Dowie of his desire to join 


his congregation and to become an evangelist 
in the new Christian Catholic church of Zion. 
He was made a member of the new church and 
was taken into Dowie's confidence from the 
first. Although then but 28 years of age he was 
schooled by six years’ experience in the field in 
which the first Apostle intended to use him. He 
was graduated from a small sectarian school, a 
son of pioneer parents, narrow, fanatical, but 
with all the zeal of a religious bigot and the 
energy of a man reared in the backwoods. 
After several years’ service, during which 
he win at the head of various Zion City mis- 
sions, Voliva was sent to Australia to become 


the head of the church there. 


All Creeds Attracted 


Dowie continued to attract religious zealots of 
every known creed. For the most part they were 
recruited from small towns, the outer fringes 
of all churches, men who had tried all faiths — 
essentially mystics, half educated and attracted 
by Dowie's elaborate restoration propaganda. 
Many were, drawn to Zion City by the stories 
of the prophet's miracles of healing, and the 
population in the first three years included 
lame, halt and cripples of every description. 

The plan of the "theocracy" was carefully 
worked out. The temporal and spiritual lead- 
ership was carefully conserved in the person 
of the, “first apostle" but the civic organization 
was more democratic. The city was to be goy- 
erned by a mayor, who was to be elected, and 
all the administrative offices were to be filled 
by election. In actuality the democratic fea- 
tures were a farce, as Dowie’s word was abso- 
lute in filling the different offices. 

During these first years the church pros- 
pered. Wealthy recruits were secured and the 
sale of the lots in the city, for which 99-years 
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leases were given, gave the church large reve- 
nues. The house, situated on high ground and 
visible from all parts of the city, is a gaudy 
affront to good taste. Elaborately decorated 
with small gables and fancy cornices, with the 
roof hideous with red and green stripes, it is a 
singular exception to the apostle's usual good 
judgment in matters of decoration. 


Liberally Spent People's Money 


Dowie established himself in his new resi- 
dence with a liberal expenditure of his people's 
money. The house was richly furnished; a large 
retinue of servants was employed; fine horses 
were kept in his stable. The residents appar- 
ently were thoroughly in sympathy with the 
prophet's love of display, and although most 
of them had been reared in non-ritualistic 
churches they took kindly to his costly robes, 
surpliced choir and the pompous ceremonial 
of the service. 

When Dowie returned from his tour of the 
world in 1904 he was at the height of his power. 
Although he had not been kindly received at 
many of the places which he visited, his people 
were absolutely under his control, and he was 
given an ovation on his home coming in June. 
An arch of triumph was built. All the people of 
the city, 10,000 strong, stood with their heads 
bowed in submission as he stretched his hands 
over them. 

From then on his health began to fail and 
with it his power began to slip away. There 
were no apparent signs of his losing control, 
and not a word was breathed against him in 
the city, but one leader after another was grad- 
ually drawn away. 

Voliva, in the meantime, was steadily 
gaining strength at the head of the Australian 
church. Energetic and untiring, with some of 
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the shrewdness and resourcefulness of Dowie, 
he centralized the power of the Australian 
church more and more in himself. Dowie still 
trusted him implicitly and the letters of Voliva 
to his superior always were devoted, even to 
the time of his leaving for Zion City. 


Gave Power to Voliva 


When the aged apostle's health finally gave 
way in the winter of 1905 and 1906, and relin- 
quishing control for the first time, he went to 
Jamaica to recuperate, he could think of no 
better man in whose hands to leave the desti- 
nies of the city than Voliva. Voliva was given a 
power of attorney and told to go immediately 
to Zion City. 

The day before the arrival of Voliva in Zion 
City the man who dared whisper a criticism of 
the first apostle would have been driven from 
the city. 

Voliva made a quiet entrance. His first 
address in the tabernacle gave no hint of the 
strife which was to follow his coming. He 
preached simply and effectively and spoke with 
the greatest respect of Dowie. Soon after his 
coming long conferences were held with the 
presiding elders in the administration build- 
ing. The people knew that the city's financial 
condition was being investigated, but noth- 
ing more. The opportunity for the break with 
Dowie soon came. Deacon Spelcher had been 
forbidden to solemnize the marriage of Elder 
Cotton by Dowie and now, in violation of the 
apostle's orders, the ceremony was performed 
by Spelcher. Dowie learned of it and sent a 
long telegram ordering Speicher removed from 
his office. The reply sent by Voliva inaugurated 
the rebellion and marked the end of Dowie's 


power. 


Dowie Is Denounced 


The following Sunday, before an audience 
crowding the tabernacle, Voliva denounced 
Dowie, made charges of immorality and dis- 
honesty against him and proclaimed himself 
the leader of the city. Almost without excep- 
tion the residents of the city were won over. 
Only a few, led by Deacons Lewis and Peters, 
remained falthful to Dowie. 

Dowie was on his way to reclaim his 
stronghold. But his strength was ebbing slowly 
and when he reached Chicago he was too 
exhausted to move on his enemies. The legal 
battle for the occupancy of Shiloh house was 
begun. Voliva shrewdly used every possible 
means of increasing the enmity against Dowie. 
Mrs. Dowie and Gladstone joined him, adding 
to the charges of misconduct with women of 
the city. 

After nearly two months, the old man was 
allowed to go to Shiloh house. He was carried 
from the train by two negro servants whom he 
had brought from Jamaica. 

After another legal struggle he was allowed 
to hold a meeting in the tabernacle. Only 
a score of his people were there and his wife 
denounced him from the platform. Gladstone 
also mildly censured his father, although he 
awaited the outcome of the legal controversy 
regarding the disposal of the property before 
he took a decided stand. 

The following Sunday Voliva was to hold 
services in the tabernacle, and Dowie, believ- 
ing that if he could face his people again he 
could reclaim them, announced that he would 
attend the meeting and speak from the plat- 
form. When the meeting was nearly over he 
was borne in through a side entrance by the 
two negroes and carried to the platform. A 
silence, tense as wire, rested on the audience as 
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he faced them, but it was only for an instant. some of his old time power. His rule wan 
He swayed unsteadily and was carried to a ended. The attendants bore him out through a 
chair. Hisses and cat calls swept the tabernacle riotous storm of yells and hisses and back to his 
and his eyes burning feverishly the old man empty house. And then he remained, attended 
stretched out his hand in an attempt to exercise by the two negroes until the day of his death. 
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epread Paris. March 9.—The strike of the electricians 
which thres 
larger part of t 
ond as abruntly 


The first apostie has passed away.” was all | of p, 
that Judge Parnes anid and bh 
house, There were few dry 


the 
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Discomfort Caused by Strike—Few 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE 
Who died yesterdays 


ALEXANDER DOWIE AND SCENES IN ZION CITY, WHICH HE FOUNDED. 


THE NOSPICE, THE HUGE HOTEL OF ‘SHE COMMUNITY. 


SHILONM HOUSE (at right), DOWTE's TOME. a 


AGAIN LIGHTED,|©ONTINTES To mvPROE.| THIEF FIGHT IX CHURCH 


Theatres Open, pre 


ir 
ty into obscurity tor | 


5, has come te an 
Through the met 


Doctors Say Archie Roosevelt's Con- 


dition Is Excellent. 


March 9.—The improvement 
ondition of Archie Room 
of yesterday, when fo 
erable apprehension was fe 
ed to-night, and tn consequence @ fee! 
Rreat hopefuiness pervedes the White | church of the Immaculate Conception, at Mr- 
ofictally anr 
thet the patient is tn exectie 
th 


Washington. 
noted in the 
day over that 


Howe tt 


PRIESTS FIRE ON THUGS. 


Bronx Clergymen Drive Burglars 
from Gold Altar Fittings. 


In the dim sanctuary of the Roman Catholic 


od to-night | rose a ‘ourtiandt avenues, The Broms, there 
ition, and | oeew early )e@sterGay morning « bet fight 


neahlea indientions I natant the enntae and hin aeciatante and pam 
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ARTICLE 138 - EVERY WHERE 


EVERY WHERE 


March 1907—Brooklyn, New York, USA 


A Mohammedan Mosque in New York? 


By Rev. S. R. Mc Cane. 


THE sect of Mohammedans, of whom 

there are a large number in this 
country, have often discussed this sub- 
ject of a mosque in New York, and it 
behooves Christians to inquire whether 
they really are to have in their midst an 
architectural proselyte of the Islamite 
faith, constantly standing in the metrop- 
olis, in as conspicuous a place as possible, 
and calling “the faithful” to prayers each 
day with its impressive signals. 

The denomination or cult is already 
quite strong in this country, and there 
are indications that it is constantly in- 
creasing. There can be no doubt that 
many rooms in American private houses 
are today used as “mosques”, so-called— 
although of course being really so merely 
as places of Mohamimedan worship. 


“But when we do build a real mosque 
in New York”, said one o. the ‘faithful’, 
while in a confidential mood, “it will be a 
grand one: we cannot afford to have 
anything else, It must have room—not 
only within, but around it. 

“The site will be in as conspicuous a 
place as we can command, and if pos- 
sible our minarets will glisten daily in 
the view of millions of people. Whether 
we can find the land already vacant, or 
shall have to buy up a certain territory 
of houses and clear them away, is a ques- 
tion yet to be decided—and which, per- 
haps, will be decided for us. 

“Our model?—It will be ‘at root’ that 
of the primitive kind—such as Moham- 
med establishec at Mecca, and helped 
build with his own hands. The site was 


one opposite where his camel knelt, when 
he made his first public entrance into the 
city. 

“The immense building will be square 
in shape: in front of it an open court, 
with a fountain in the center. This 
fountain will not be for show, but for 
ablution of the faithful before prayer. 
In front of this will be a lawn, decked 
with Oriental trees—as many as we can 
induce to live. We shall not wait for 
them to grow, but shall import them full 
grown, or nearly so. Back of it stately 
columns and minarets will rise. 

“There will be in our mosque, as there 
was in the one built by Mohammed, 
apartments to be used as the residence of 
poor Mussulmans and their families who 
are faithful to our creed, but unable to 
make a living for themselves, The old 
and decrepit will receive special atten- 
tion: and our aim will be to silently re- 
buke the neglect that is so often shown 
such people in America. 

“Of course we will follow to some ex- 
tent the conventionalities of modern ar- 
chitecture: but the Eastern will prevail. 
And when the faithful are called to 
prayer, we shall have means to let the 
whole city know it.” 

Whether or not all these ambitions will 
be realized, is a question, but one thing 
is sure: it behooves Christianity to look 
well that inroads are not made upon it, 
right here at home. 

America is the refuge of varied and 
contrary religions: every kind of belief 
has a shelter here. And among the var- 
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ious cults that have thus found lodgment 
the Mohammedan is not the least power- 
ful and aggressive. 

Christian missionaries will soon see 
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they start on their journeys of love and 
sacrifice—their attention will soon be 
imperatively called. 

Of Christian cities in Europe the same 


“THE PROMISED Messtan.” 


that they need to direct their efforts 
not only against Islamism in its native 
lair and in the countries it has long ago 
conquered for its own. To their own 
country—in the very city from which 


thing may be said: and it is apparent 
that Mohammedanism has its mission- 
aries, right in our midst. 

However mistaken its votaries may be, 
there can be no doubt that many of them 
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are sincere, and that they have within 
their number many that are humane and 
more than generous to the world at large. 
It is no secret that a Mohammedan 
school across the strait from Constanti- 
nople, having a surplus on hand from 
various contributions, voted unanimously 
to send it to the relief of the slums of 
New York! And they consider that in 
sending missionaries here, they are doing 
good to what some of them call “the 
Barbarians of the West.” 

Conversions of Americans to the Mo- 
hammedan faith are not by any means 
unknown, One of the most conspicuous 
has been that of Alexander Russell 
Webb, who, since his adoption of the 
Mussulman faith, has prefixed to his 
other names, that of Mohammed. He 
was born at Hudson, N. Y., the son of a 
well known editor; and became a Mus- 
sulman himself—“before he ever saw 
one”, it is claimed. His information 
upon the subject had thus far all been 
from books. 

In 1887, he was appointed United 
States Consul at Manila, and there met 
several representatives of the faith he 
had adopted as his own, fifteen years 
before. 

At Manila, he met some of the lead- 
ing Mohammedans of that region, and 
it was finally arranged that after visit- 
ing several of the leading cities of India, 
he should come back to America, and 
establish a Mussulman propaganda. The 
accompanying picture of Mr. Webb was 
taken about fifteen years ago, when he 
was in the midst of his work. Of late 
years he has been living at Rutherford, 
New Jersey, a few miles out of New 
York: and while not so active in the 
work as at first, still takes a great inter- 
est in it. 

The most picturesque living character 


in Mohammedanism today, is, perhaps, 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the “promised 
Messiah.” He is now seventy years old, 
amd claims great powers, including the 
gift of prophecy. <A peculiarly interest- 
ing phase of his career, is the long-<is- 
tance duel he had with John Alexander 
Dowie, the self-styled “Elijah” of Zion 
City, Mlinois. 

Dowie several times, in his “Leaves of 
Healing”, denounced the prophet in In- 
dia, and threatened to “put his heel” on 
Mohammedanism, as soon as he got 
around to it. Whereat, Ahmad issued 
the following challenge, and sent it to 
the Illinois prophet, then apparently at 
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the height of his power and glory, and 
also published it in several American 
newspapers : 

“Pray to God that of us two whichever 
is the liar may die first.” 

Dowie took no apparent notice of the 
challenge, but continuec to hurl anathe- 
mas at the Mohammedans—a way he had 
with everybody that did not believe as 
he did. This fact, the India prophet con- 
strued as an acceptance to his challenge, 
and prophesied his early death, in the 
midst of great suffering. When it oc- 
curred, Ahmad claimed that it was a 
direct answer to his prayers. 

Those who had watched Dowie and his 
career, had seen the utter disregard 
shown by him to the simplest and most 
imperative laws of Nature, had observed 
his constantly growing rotundity of 
body, had known of his high and reck- 
less living, and had seen his frequent ex- 
hibitions of passion, knew without any 
prophecy to enlighten them, that the end 
was not very far away. More than one 
physician said that they would not have 
been surprised to see him fall in a fit of 
apoplexy, during the anathemas he hur!l- 
ed at his “enemies” during those unique 
and turbulent mectings. The blood 
would surge up into his face an! fore- 
head, and make the top of his bald head 
look like a flame of fire. Li.ing in the 
way he did, working almost day and 
night, there was no other outcome to the 
affair, but that his strong frame should 
be suddenly stricken, and death be only 
a question of a little time. 

“If we do finally succeed in building 
a gigantic mosque in New York”, said 
my informant, “we shall try to have 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad here to dedicate 
it. A long journey he would have to 
take: but his coming here would give a 
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great impetus to the propagation of our 
faith, 

“As to the expense?—That will be 
easily arranged, when the time comes. 
Christianity has its millionaires, who are 
helping it, day by day: why should we 
not capture one now and then? Then it 
will be an casy matter.” 

I made no reply to the question: I 
was thinking. If we, as Christians, do 
not work more faithfully with the mil- 
lions that are sent here to our care, what 
can we expect? 

Stranger things have happened, than 
that there should rise a large and power- 
ful contingent of Mohammedans in this 
country, with mosques in all the principal 
cities, and an amount of social and politi- 
cal power that must be reckoned-with. 

Shall we gird on the armor and strive 
to prevent it? 


A WORLD-WIDE ORGANIZATION, 


‘T HERE are Zionist federations in 

United States, Argentine, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Germany, England, 
Vrance, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria, 
Roumania, Russia, South Africa, Switz- 
erland and Hungary, and headquar- 
ters have been established with a view 
to forming federations in Egypt, Aus- 
tralia, China, Japan, Croatia. New Zea- 
land, Palestine, Scandinavia and Corfu. 
“For the distribution of Zionistic knowl- 
edge” periodicals devoted to the cause 
have been established all over the world. 


We love peace as we abhor pusil- 
lanimity; but not peace at any price. 
There is a peace more destructive of the 
manhood of living man, than war is de- 
structive of his material body. Chains 
are worse than bayonets. 

—Dougias Jerrold. 
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We have receired a pamphlet pablished 
by the Sade Anjuman-i- Ahmadiyya, 
(Qadian, India, entitled: Uivine Judyment 


in Deowie's Death, or The Fultilment of 


« Grand Prophecy. The jublicatun, 
bears on the oge of Dowie at Zum 
City, and is well written, Aooerding to | 
the pamphlet, Dowie, in 10, publishe! a 


| peopeesy tu the effect that al] the Muham- 


ana living on the earth would be 
destroyed unless they bowed before the | 
cross. A’ Hindu named Mirza Ghulam 
Abmad, whe clanus to be the Promised 
Messiah, replint to Dowie's prophecy. 
and challenged him to “pray to God | 
that of us teu whoever is the liar may | 
perish first." The challenge, which oll 
published in a number English and. 
American newspaper, was not acorpte! | 
+ Bae § On Zird Ayguet, 10K, the 
ised Messiah said he would wait fur. 


ancther seven months, and if Dowie 


accor willis that ported the world 
Puuld mara aoe the old of the coapteat, 
Dowie brougl laatuwel! ite ius Betti le 
the Promised Messiih, aad itlirenotly 


accepted the challenge. The prophecy, 
it appears, came true, and Dowie died | 
some time after, whilet a calamity over- | 

| 


wok his Zion. 
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ALEXANDRA AND YEA 
STANDARD, GOBUR, THORNTON 
AND ACHERON EXPRESS 


May 31, 1907—Melbourne, Australia 


We have received a pamphlet published by the 
Sadr Anjuman-i-Ahmadiyya, Qadian, India, enti- 
tled Divine Judgement in Dowie’s Death, or The 
Fulfilment of a Grand Prophecy. The publication 
bears on the doings of Dowie at Zion City, and is 
well written. According to the pamphlet, Dowie, 
in 1902, published a prophecy to the effect that all 
the Muhammadans living on the earth would be 
destroyed unless they bowed before the cross. A 
Hindu named Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who claims to 
be the Promised Messiah, replied to Dowie’s proph- 
ecy, and challenged him to “pray to God that of us 
two whoever is the liar may perish first.” The chal- 
lenge, which was published in a number of English 
and American newspapers, was not accepted by 
Dowie. On 23rd August, 1903, the Promised Messiah 
said he would wait for another seven months, and if 
Dowie accepted within that period the world would 
soon see the end of this contest. Dowie brought 
himself in opposition to the Promised Messiah, and 
indirectly accepted the challenge. The prophecy, it 
appears, came true, and Dowie died some time after, 
whilst a calamity overtook his Zion. 
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DR. DOWIE AND AN INDIAN 
MESSIAH. 


“Divine Judgment in Dowie's 
Death” hag reached us from The Sadr 
Anjumani-Ahmadiyya, Qadian, India. 
This interesting pamphlet which i 
no less a person than Mirza Ghulers 


Alimad, whose importance § can 
gauged by#his claims to be “the | 22 
romised Messiah,” deals somewhat 


rastically with the late Dr. Dowie. 
It appears that this modern Mirza, 
who on account of his etation keeps a 
close eye on all aeeeencsions prophets, 
found it particular] + ee necessary to put 
some restraint on Mr. ao the kane won 


nome fame the head of t 
monites in and a ~ ears 
Dr. Dowie, Each of 4 cook kad 


and 
claimed divine gifts that aise not be- 


long to them, and each _ in 1902 
— challe 7 by Mirza. The 
— as that each should 


od that of us two whoever 
is ie Par may perish first.’’ This 
challonge was not taken up definitely 
by. Dowie to write 
against 


Mehamisadanian he 
threatened that “Zio ti wpe alam 


scoitnats ck tr cotiery suk te 
acceptance w 
uite moatlaesls Cn cflered, althou h 
irza was 70 A of age and Dr. 
Dowie only 55, became even more 


and 
: cific declaring “the Pretender 
Elijahship ghall leave the w 
ye Me my eyes in great mere 
or ant 


torment,’ this bei 
rticular henelit of ees 


erica. The challenge seems ot ‘have 
being published at the time, and 


have, been received with genial inte inte 


for a short time 


pe-| to preaching 


recounts the ne 
Dowie's decline, showing 
Donte at the time of the 
yn es’ at the heig) 
alterw 


that i, mas i part of Dow 
thug misdescribed: ‘John 


ee 
Dowie was a Scotchman and he 


ander 
first landed at Be Francisco in Amer- 


ica in 1888. fore thie time he was 
a convict in 
It was in 1 that he took 
soon began to ie bas 
aps separate following. claimed 
power of healing, aud it gt thie 


claim which brought to him man 


credulous but wealthy people. With 

their wealth he became a ach man,’ 

With this prophecy to his credit Mires 
also claims that the recent earthquake | 
disasters were foreshadowed by him, | 
as well as the appearance of plague in 
India, while quite lately he published 
a vision that the plague would spread | 
in the Punjaub, as it has recently 
done. | 
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June 1, 1907—Perth, Australia 


DR. DOWIE AND AN INDIAN MESSIAH. 


Death” 


has reached us from The Sadr Anjumani- 


“Divine Judgment in Dowie’s 
Ahmadiyya, Qadian, India. This is an interest- 
ing pamphlet which is by no less a person than 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, whose importance can 
be gauged by his claims to be “the promised 
Messiah,” deals somewhat drastically with the 
late Dr. Dowie. It appears that this modern 
Mirza, who on account of his station keeps a 
close eye on all unauthorized prophets, found 
it particularly necessary to put some restraint 
on Mr. Pigott, who won some fame as the head 
of the Agapemonites in England a few years 
ago, and Dr. Dowie. Each of these had claimed 
divine gifts that did not belong to them, and 
each was in 1902 distinctly challenged by 
Mirza. The contest proposed was that each 
should “pray to God that of us two whoever is 
the liar may perish first.” This challenge was not 
taken up definitely by Dowie, but he contin- 
ued to write against Muhammadanism, and he 
threatened that “Zion should wipe Islam out.” 
Mirza regarded this as an acceptance of the 
challenge which he quite confidently offered, 
although Mirza was 70 years of age and Dr. 
Dowie only 55, and became even more spe- 
cific declaring “the Pretender to the Elijahship 
shall leave the world before my eyes in great 


sorrow and torment,’ this being a sign for the 
particular benefit of Europe and America. The 
challenge seems to have being published at the 
time, and to have been received with genial 
interest by the American press who consider 
that Ahmad “appeared to have Dr. Dowie in a 
corner.” The promised Messiah now recounts 
the stages of Dr. Dowie’s decline, showing that 
though at the time of the prophecy Dowie was 
at the height of his power, he collapsed after- 
wards with great rapidity. It is interesting to 
observe that the earlier part of Dowie’s career 
is thus misdescribed: “John Alexander Dowie 
was a Scotchman and he first landed at San 
Francisco in America in 1888. Before this time 
he was for a short time a convict in Tasmania. 
It was in 1892 that he took to preaching and 
soon began to build up a separate following. 
He claimed the power of healing, and it was 
this claim which brought to him many credu- 
lous but wealthy people. With their wealth he 
became a rich man.” With this prophecy to his 
credit Mirza also claims that the recent earth- 
quake disasters were foreshadowed by him, 
as well as the appearance of plague in India, 
while quite lately he published a vision that 
the plague would spread in the Punjaub [ sic— 
Punjab], as it has recently done. 
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A MOHAMMEDAN PROPHET. | 
Reprinted m pamphlet form, an cxtract 
from the April namber of The Revicw at 
Religioms, Qadian Gurdaspur, india 
| states that Murzea Ghulam Abmed, “the 
Promised Meassh,” has realized es pr— 
phecy of “divine judgment in Dow's 
| death.” Quite a number of American and 
| Ruropean newerpapers = ure mentioned as 
having printed in 1999 a remarkable fore- 
cast by “the promised Messiah” thet the 


——panishment by carthquake and plaguc. 
“Thou, O Europe, are not safe, nor thou, 
© Asw! And ye that dwell im ishinds«; 
| no self-made duty will awist you in that 
day. I see cites falling down, and [| find 
inhabited places in ruin.” Ahmad a°eTIts 
| that the result of his predictions ar seach 
a- to “distinguieh the trve messenzer of 
God from a false claimant.” 


THE REGISTER 


A MOHAMMEDAN PROPHET 


June 3, 1907—Adelaide, South Australia 


Reprinted in pamphlet form, an extract from the 
April number of The Review of Religions, Qadian 
Gurdaspur, India states that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
“the Promised Messiah,’ has realized n prophecy of 
“divine judgment in Dowie’s death.” Quite a num- 
ber of American and European newspapers are 
mentioned as having printed in 1903 a remarkable 
forecast by “the promised Messiah” that the mod- 
ern Elijah would “leave the world before my eyes 
with great sorrow and torment.” and that “calamity 
will certainly overtake his city.” At that time Ahmad 
was 70 years of age, and Dowie was about 55, and 
healthy and prosperous with his enterprise. The 
pathetic circumstances of Dowie’s last days and the 
financial troubles of Zion are narrated as evidence 
of the fulfillment “of this grand prophecy” Ahmad 
puts other prophecies to his credit —punishment 
by earthquake and plague. “Thou. O Europe, are not 
safe, nor thou O Asia! And ye that dwell in islands; 
no self-made deity will assist you in that day. I see cit- 
ies falling down, and I find inhabited places in ruin.” 
Ahmad asserts that the result of his predictions are 
such as to “distinguish the true messenger of God 


from a false claimant.” 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH YEAR. LINCOLN, TUESPAY MORNING, JUNE 4, 1907. TEN PAGES TODAY. : 


Readers of The Journal will remember 
that in the fall of 1903 Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Quadian, India, who then 
claimed and still claims to be the prom- 
ised Messiah, challenged John Alexander 
“Dowie to appear with him before the pub- 
lic and make rood his claims to the sec- 
ond Eilijahship or abandon the perch. 
The only response made by Mr. Dowie 
to Murza Ghulam was to allude to him 
and his kind as “gnats and flies” wiom 
he might step on and crush out their 
lives if he so desired. In a spirit of 
prophecy the Promised Mes-iah appended 
to his challenge these words: “Though 
he may try as hard as he can to fly from’ 
the death which awaits him, yet his flight. 
from such a mighty contest vill be noth- 
| ing less than death to him, and calamity 
will certainly soon overtake his Zion.” 
That the great Indian seer was after him 
proper may be implied from these words; 
also a part of the original document: ‘“‘If- 
the pretender to Elijahship shows his 
willingness by ahy direct or indirect 
means to enter the lists against r-- he 
shall leave the world before my eyes with 
great sorrow and torment.” This was a 
bold thing for Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to 
say unless he had authority for doing it, 
| since he was then seventy years of age 
while Dowie was a mere boy of fifty-six. 
But he said it boldly, and as one speaking 
with authority. The outcome seems to 
have justified every word of it. Mr 
Dowie did leave the world with great 
| sorrow and torment, his last days being 
full of wild hallucinations that made him 
very hard to manage. Now look at Zion. 
;It is upset in every department; no 
leadership, no continuity of thought ‘or 
Purpose amiong its distracted inhabitants. 
Wilbur Glen Voliva is a calamity, and so 
is the man whom Dowie decreed should 
be his ecclesiastical successor. Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad is vindicated, and his 
secretary, Muhammad Ali, in testimony 
thereof has issued a pamphlet giving all 
the facts In the case, and is sending 
the same broadcast all over the earth. 
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June 4, 1907—Lincoln, Nebraska, USA 


Readers of The Journal will remember that 
in the fall of 1903 Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Quadian [sic—Qadian], India, who then 
claimed and still claims to be the promised 
Messiah, challenged John Alexander Dowie to 
appear with him before the public and make 
good his claims to the second Elijahship or 
abandon the perch. The only response made 
by Mr. Dowie to Murza [sic—Mirza] Ghulam 
was to allude to him and his kind as “gnats 
and flies” whom he might step on and crush 
out their lives if he so desired. In a spirit of 
prophecy the Promised Messiah appended to 
his challenge these words: “Though he may try 
as hard as he can to fly from the death which 
awaits him, yet his flight from such a mighty 
contest will be nothing less than death to him, 
and calamity will certainly soon overtake his 
Zion.” That the great Indian seer was after him 
proper may be implied from these words, also 
a part of the original document: If the pre- 
tender to Elijahship shows his willingness by 


any direct or indirect means to enter the lists 
against me he shall leave the world before my 
eyes with great sorrow and torment.” This was 
a bold thing for Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to say 
unless he had authority for doing it, since he 
was then seventy years of age while Dowie was 
a mere boy of fifty-six. But he said it boldly, 
and as one speaking with authority. The out- 
come seems to have justified every word of 
it. Mr. Dowie did leave the world with great 
sorrow and torment, his last days being full of 
wild hallucinations that made him very hard to 
manage. Now look at Zion. It is upset in every 
department: no leadership, no continuity of 
thought or purpose among its distracted inhab- 
itants. Wilbur Glen Voliva is a calamity, and so 
is the man whom Dowie decreed should be his 
ecclesiastical successor. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
is vindicated, and his secretary, Muhammad 
Ali, in testimony thereof has issued a pamphlet 
giving all the facts in the case, and is sending 
the same broadcast all over the earth. 
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THE DAILY SUN, WAUKEGAN, 


THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 1907. PRICE TWO CENTS 


OH, LA, LA-RIVAL' PROPHET 


SAYS PRAYED 


DOWIE TO DEATH 


Coupled with the announcement God that the other would die first 
that Receiver John C. Hately had At that time the challenger of 
ae Dowie publicty made the following 
ordered Wilbur Glen Voliva to leave 
announcement: 
Zion City. there were rumors in the His Challenge. 
north shore town that a new preten- “If the pretender of Elijahship 
der to the mantle of Dr. John: Alexan- shows his willingness by any direct 
der Dowie has appeared. or indirect means to enter the lists 
News that the hich priest of the against me he shall leave the world 
Mohammedan faith may try to claim before my eyes with great sorrow and 
dominion over all that is left of the torment.” 
following of Elijah III. carries with it Dowie very indiscretiy, it appears 
the explanation of a long hidden tempted fate and the prohet by referer 
secret. ing in a speech subsequently to the 
Dowie was literally “prayed ‘to challenger as “the foolish Mohamme 
to death” by a rival prophet, accord- dan Messiah,” and this. while not ar 
ing to th rival's claim. open acceptance of the defi, was suf 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who asserts ficient to set the Hindoo prophet to 
he is the promised Messiah of the praying for all he was worth 
Mohammedans, made the claim today; “May he try as hard as he will to 
that it was his prayers that laid fly from the death which awaits him,” 
Dowie low. 'from such a mighty contest be 
Challenged to Prayer Duel. nothing less than death to him—-and 
From Qadian, in far off India, Mirza calamity will certainly scon overtake 
Ghulam Ahmad addressed himself to Zion May he leave the world before 
all former followers of Dowie today mine eyes with great sorrow and tor- 
in a circular translated from the Pun- ment.” 
jab. In it he told how three years Mr. Ahmad ciaims also to have prt 
and a haif ago he had challenged another rival Messiah, a Mr. Pigzot, 
Dowie to a deadly praying contest— out of business by the same d votion- 
each of the prohets to pray to his al process. 
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WAUKEGAN DAILY SUN 


June 6, 1907—Waukegan, Illinois, USA 


OnE EA RIVAL PROPEET 
SAYS PRAYED DOWIE TO DEATH 


Coupled with the announcement that Receiver 
John C Hately had ordered Wilbur Glen 
Voliva to leave Zion City, there were rumors in 
the north shore town that a new pretender to 
the mantle of Dr. John Alexander Dowie has 
appeared, 

News that the high priest of the 
Mohammedan faith may try to claim domin- 
ion over all that is left of thefollowing of Elijah 
III carries with it the explanation of a long hid- 
den secret. 

Dowie was literally “prayed to death” by a 
rival prophet, according to the rival’s claim. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who asserts he is 
the promised Messiah of the Mohammedans, 
made the claim today that it was his prayers 
that laid Dowie low. 


Challenged to Prayer Duel. 


From Qadian, in far off India, Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad addressed himself to all former fol- 
lowers of Dowie today in a circular translated 
from the Punjab. In it he told how three years 
and a half ago he had challenged Dowie to a 
deadly praying contest—each of the prohets 


[sic—prophets] to pray to his God that the 
other would die first. 

At that time the challenger of Dowie pub- 
licly made the following announcement: 


His Challenge. 


“If the pretender of Elijahship shows his will- 
ingness by any direct or indirect means to enter 
the lists against me he shall leave the world 
before my eyes with great sorrow and torment.” 

Dowie very indiscretly [sic-indiscreetly], 
it appears tempted fate and the prohet [sic] by 
referring in a speech subsequently to the chal- 
lenger as “the foolish Mohammedan Messiah,’ 
and this, while not as open acceptance of the 
defi, was sufficient to set the Hindoo prophet 
to praying for all he was worth. 

“May he try as hard as he will to fly from 
the death which awaits him; from such a 
mighty contest be nothing less than death to 
him—and calamity will certainly soon over- 
take Zion. May he leave the world before mine 
eyes with great sorrow and torment.” 

Mr. Ahmad claims also to have put another 
rival Messiah, a Mr. Piggott, out of business by 
the same devotional process. 
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Manitoba 


; WINNIPEG, THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 1907. 


a 


PROPHESIED DOWIE’S DEATH 


indian Fakir Who Claims To Be The 
Messiah Lssuss Brochure 
Mirza Ghuiam Ahmad, who claims to| 
be the promised Messiah, has issued 4 
pamphiet which is being sent round ts 
the leading mewspapers of the world; 
by his secretary, Muhammed AJL The | 
brochure deals with a prediction mads 
by Ahmad in June and July, 13, that 


Dowie would meet with his death” Be- 


fore the alleged Messiah, and that | 
calamity would overtake his Zion. 
Seven months from Aug. 23 Was the 
date specifically named by the Indian 
fakir, who claims that Dowle’s down- 
fal} and death, over two years later, 
svas the fulfilment of his prediction 
and challenge. ‘The so-called Messiah 
who has his headquarters at Qadian, 
Gurdashur, in the Punjaub, India, pro- 
phesies earthquakes in Eurape, Asi2 
ane the Islands, and no doubt a3 
earthquakes are not uncommon in somv 
party of the world, his prophecy willl; 
again be fulfilled. | 


_ | 
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MANITOBA FREE PRESS 


June 6, 1907—Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 


PROPHESIED DOWIES DEATH 


Indian Fakir Who Claims To Be The 
Messiah Issues Brochure 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who claims to be the prom- 
ised Messiah, has issued a pamphlet which is being 
sent round to the leading newspapers of the world 
by his secretary, Muhammed Ali. The brochure deals 
with a prediction made by Ahmad in June and July, 
1903, that Dowie would meet with his death before 
the alleged Messiah, and that calamity would over- 
take his Zion. Seven months from Aug. 23 was the 
date specifically named by the Indian fakir, who 
claims that Dowle’s downfall and death, over two 
years later, was the fulfilment of his prediction and 
challenge. The so-called Messiah who has his head- 
quarters at Qadian, Gurdashur [sic— Gurdaspur], in 
the Punjaub [sic—Punjab], India, prophesies earth- 
quakes in Europe, Asia and the islands, and no doubt 
as earthquakes are not uncommon in some parts of 


the world, his prophecy will again be fulfilled. 
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“ Divine Jadgment in Dowl|o’s 
Death, or Tho Fulfilment of a Grand 
. Prophecy.” -Oar circulation in Iodla 
fe not extecosiye, mud the receipt of 
thie parophiet eonsequentiy was a 
surprise, which wus lucrensect by a 
Perussl of its contents. .The sibject 
maticr of the pamwphict ie described 
Bs un extract from the .ipril oumber 
of the Review of Hellgions, publisbod 
at Qedian in the toeterest of “the Ao- 
Dbarumedan fnith, nud to giro an ac- 
count of tho life nud terchings «af 
Mirze Ghaluam Atmed, who calls 
hiniselt the Promised, Messinh. ~ It 
fe this Abmnad who claite that, fol- 
lowlug an nuinck hy Dowie in [902 
on Mobnaaiwecdanismamlia prediction 
of ite lawpending orerthruw, he gnvo 
out n pruphecy® that tho Chicogo 
Elijah would leave the world belure 
him in YVtrent surrow nnd turmecnt. 
Dowle at that time was at the ticight 
of bis power, controlling vast wenlth, 
possessing thc unbounded conlidente 
of thuusunds of followers, apparently 
ecujoying perfect heulth, and scyeral 
years yuunger than Abmead, ev that 
the latter nod his adherents may be 
pardoned for taklog, Beme credit for 
the actumecy with which tie pro- 
pbhecy wus fulfilled a few montis 
Ag. . anf mos 
Bat Abmad* docs pot ask people 
te accept bim as the Promiscd Mes- 
slab on the strength of the accurate 
fullisaceat of bie prediction regarding 
Dowi1s alone The warvellous ciulu 
be mixkes is thus set forth tn his own 
words: ** ius thetrne Messiah who 
wre tc come tIn- the Inst apes; thus 
bas Alsnigthty God spoken to me.* I 
do mnot-claim to be the Promiacd 
Messiah shioply by my own #4a6er- 
tlon, but Alimigbty God who ume 
the earth wad bearen bas boroc wit- 
mes w tbe truth of my claiw. The 
eridesde of Gou bas becn qinnilested 
fo bundredié of hearently signa'sthown 
In my sappert. t.say It traly -tiras 
Almighty God has poured Lis grece 
upon we tn ter greater abyodance 
than apou the Messish who has gove 
before we. In the louking-gliase of 
87 person the Ince of God |e revealed 
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DUNNVILLE GAZETTE 


June 7, 1907— Ontario, Canada 


A MESSIAH IN INDIA 


All the way from Qadian, Gurdaspur, 
India, comes a pamphlet addressed to THE 
GAZETTE, entitled “Divine Judgment 
in Dowie’s Death, or The Fulfillment of a 
Grand Prophecy.” Our circulation in India 
is not extensive, and the receipt of this pam- 
phlet consequently was a surprise, which was 
increased by a perusal of its contents. The 
subject matter of the pamphlet is described 
as an extract from the April number of the 
Review of Religions, published at Qadian in 
the interest of Mohammedan faith, and to 
give an account of the life and teachings of 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who calls himself as 
the Promised Messiah. It is this Ahmad who 
claims that, following an attack by Dowie in 
1902 on Mohammedanism and a prediction 
of its impending overthrow, he gave out a 
prophecy that Chicago Elijah would leave the 
world before him in great sorrow and torment. 
Dowie at that time was at the height of his 
power, controlling vast wealth, possessing the 
unbounded confidence of thousands of fol- 
lowers, apparently enjoying perfect health, and 
several years younger than Ahmad, so that the 
latter and his adherents may be pardoned for 


taking some credit for the accuracy with which 
the prophecy was fulfilled a few months ago. 

But Ahmad does not ask people to accept 
him as the Promised Messiah on the strength 
of the accurate fulfillment of his prediction 
regarding Dowie alone. The marvellous claim 
he makes is thus set forth in his own words: “I 
am the true Messiah who was to come in the 
last ages; thus has Almighty God spoken to 
me. I do not claim to be the Promised Messiah 
simply by my own assertion, but Almighty 
God who made the earth and heaven has 
borne witness to the truth of my claim. The 
evidence of God has been manifested in hun- 
dreds of heavenly signs shown in my support. 
I say it truly that Almighty God has poured 
His grace upon me in far greater abundance 
than upon the Messiah who has gone before 
me. In the looking-glass of my person the face 
of God is revealed to a far greater extent than 
in that of Jesus’ person. If these are simply my 
own assertions, and there is no other author- 
ity for them, I am a liar; but if Almighty God 
bears witness to my truth, no one give the lie 
to me. Thousands of times—I should say times 
without number—has He borne witness to the 
truth of my claims.” 
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“to a’ tmr greater extent thao -in sons 


“Mar; but if Almighty God- bears 


of Jesus’ persun. If these are simply 
my own assertions, aod there is o0 
Other authority for them, I ama 


witness to my trath, pocutcao give 
the lie to ms. Thpusands of ew a 
I should easy tiniés without n r 
—bas He borne witness to the truth 
of my efales."* To 
It would be ltoteresting to bare 
some dotalis of the evidense to which 
Abimad refors, but beyond the fulfil- 
most of the Dowle prediction, and of 
ether predictions of a someowbat 
goucral nuture regardiug the plague 
and enrthquakes, the pamphict isf 
sileot. Abmad le said to bave re-§ 
¢ently predicted avotber scrice of 
vory disastrous cartbquakes, with- 
out specifying thelr cxact location, 
also other calawiltics of a terrible 
paturc, which he enya would havo 
been pat off for a while bad hoe not 
comn te give warning Of them. Ife 
Abmed costines. bis prophooics to 
those of the cbaructer appearivg to 
tho pamphlet, he Is on fairly safe 
ground, aod con bduild up quite af 
reputation sa a scer, but x trifle more 
exactness In the matter of pisces and® 
Gatos would holp bim jot wileh 
those of us who are inclined to be§ 
sceptical regardivg bis claims. 


It would be interesting to have some details 
of the evidence to which Ahmad refers, but 
beyond the fulfilment of Dowie prediction, 
and of other predictions of somewhat general 
nature regarding the plague and earthquakes, 
the pamphlet is silent. Ahmad is said to have 
recently predicted another series of very dis- 
astrous earthquakes, without specifying their 


exact location, also other calamities of a terrible 
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nature, which he says would have been put off 
for a while had he not come to give warning 
of them. If Ahmad confines his prophecies to 
those of the character appearing in the pam- 
phlet, he is on fairly safe ground, and can build 
up quite reputation as a seer, but a trifle more 
exactness in the matter of places and dates 
would help him a lot with those of us who are 


inclined to be sceptical regarding his claims. 
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A MOHAMMEDAN PROPHET 

Reprivited an famtphiet form, an CSTEAEE 
from the Ane pamber of The Revicw ot 
Religions. Qadian Gurdaspur, — India 
states that Murva Ghulam Ahmad, “the 
Pronvaed Messiah.” har realized os jite 
pheey ef “divine judgment in Dawi's 
death.” Quite a number of American and 
Eurepein newspapers are syentionsd as 
hating priuted in 13 a remarkabie for 
cast by “the promised Messiah’ thet the 
modern Elijah would “leave the world be- 
fore my eves with great sorrow ant tor- 
ment,” and thar “ealamity wall certainly 
overtake bis city.” At that time Alunad 
was 70 vears of ave, and Dowie was «lcut 
65, and healihy and prosperous with his 
enterprise, ‘Tlie pathetic circumstanees ot 
Dowie's last divs and the €nanaial troubles 
of Zien are norrated as evidence of the 
fulfdment “ot this grand  propheey. 
Ahmad puts other proplecies to his eredit 
—punishinent by earthquake and jlague. 
“Thou, O Europe, are not safe, nor thou, 
© Asiaf And ye that dwell in jslands; 
no self-made deity will assist you in that 
day. I see eit es falling down, and I find 
inhabited places in ruin.’ Ahmad tsserts 
that the resuli of his predictions are such 
a. to “distinguish the true messenger of 
God from a false claimant.” 
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THE OBSERVER ADELAIDE 


June 8, 1907—Adelaide, Australia 


A MOHAMMEDAN PROPHET 


Reprinted in pamphlet form, an extract from the 
April number of The Review of Religions, Qadian 
Gurdaspur, India states that Murza [sic—Mirza] 
Ghulam Ahmad, “the Promised Messiah,” has real- 
ized a prophecy of “divine judgment in Dowie’s 
death.” Quite a number of American and European 
newspapers are mentioned as having printed in 1903 
a remarkable forecast by “the promised Messiah” 
that the modern Elijah would “leave the world 
before my eyes with great sorrow and torment,” and 
that “calamity will certainly overtake his city.” At 
that time Ahmad was 70 years of age, and Dowie was 
about 55, and healthy and prosperous with his enter- 
prise. The pathetic circumstances of Dowie’s last days 
and the financial troubles of Zion are narrated as 
evidence of the fulfilment “of this grand prophecy.’ 
Ahmad puts other prophecies to his credit—punish- 
ment by earthquake and plague. “Thou, O Europe, 
are not safe, nor thou, O Asia! And ye that dwell in 
islands; no self-made deity will assist you in that day. 
I see cities falling down, and I find inhabited places 
in ruin.” Ahmad asserts that the result of his predic- 
tions are such as to “distinguish the true messenger 
of God from a false claimant.” 
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DR. DOWIE AND AN INDIAN 
MESSI AH. 
‘Divine Judgment in  Dowie'’s 
Death” hag reached us from The Sedr 
Anjumani-Ahmadiyya, Qadian. Ipie 
This interesting pamphlet which is by 
no less a person than Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, whose importance can be 
gauged Sat his claims to be “the 
F aceon Messiah,” deals somewhat 
ly with the late Dr. Dowie. 
It appears that this modern Mirna, 
who on account of his tation k ry 
close eye on all pe eset P 
found it particule 7 necessary to put 
nome restraint 2 r. west, “hg won 
head of the Agape- 


and De. new. Each of these had 
coined divine gifts that did not be 
leng to and each was in 190 
dastinctly challenged hy Miraa. The 
contest, was tha 


: , whoever 
is the liar may perish first.” This 
challenge was not taken up definitely 
by Fe he continued to write 
ubammadanism, 


and he 
Greatened that ‘Zion should wipe Islam 
out.’’ Mirza this as an 
acceptance of the chall which he 
nite a y ave. al 
was ars O og Beale 
: 5S, ‘ond Gcosnet owen : 


Dowie only 55 a 
y Freender ta t 
Elijahship ghall leave the ri 


ore my eyes in t sorrow and 
torment,’ this being a sign for the 
partica benefit of Europe and 
America. cha @o sanme tn how- 


SJLZ x 


ee 


SS « 
* 


* 
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WEST AUSTRALIAN 


June 14, 1907—Perth, Australia 


DR. DOWIE AND AN INDIAN MESSIAH. 


Death” 


has reached us from The Sadr Anjumani- 


“Divine Judgment in Dowie’s 
Ahmadiyya, Qadian, India. This interesting 
pamphlet which is by no less a person than 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, whose importance can 
be gauged by his claims to be “the promised 
Messiah,” deals somewhat drastically with the 
late Dr. Dowie. It appears that this modern 
Mirza, who on account of his station keeps a 
close eye on all unauthorized prophets, found 
it particularly necessary to put some restraint 
on Mr. Pigott, who won some fame as the head 
of the Agapemonites in England a few years 
ago, and Dr. Dowie. Each of these had claimed 
divine gifts that did not belong to them, and 
each was in 1902 distinctly challenged by 
Mirza. The contest proposed was that each 
should “pray to God that of us two whoever is 
the liar may perish first.” This challenge was not 
taken up definitely by Dowie, but he contin- 
ued to write against Muhammadanism, and he 
threatened that “Zion should wipe Islam out.” 
Mirza regarded this as an acceptance of the 
challenge which he quite confidently offered, 
although Mirza was 70 years of age and Dr. 
Dowie only 55, and became even more spe- 
cific declaring “the Pretender to the Elijahship 
shall leave the world before my eyes in great 


sorrow and torment,’ this being a sign for the 
particular benefit of Europe and America. The 
challenge seems to have being published at the 
time, and to have been received with genial 
interest by the American press who considered 
that Ahmad “appeared to have Dr. Dowie in a 
corner.” The promised Messiah now recounts 
the stages of Dr. Dowie’s decline, showing that 
though at the time of the prophecy Dowie was 
at the height of his power, he collapsed after- 
wards with great rapidity. It is interesting to 
observe that the earlier part of Dowie’s career 
is thus misdescribed: “John Alexander Dowie 
was a Scotchman and he first landed at San 
Francisco in America in 1888. Before this time 
he was for a short time a convict in Tasmania. 
It was in 1892 that he took to preaching and 
soon began to build up a separate following, 
and it was this claim which brought to him 
many credulous but wealthy people. With 
their wealth he became a rich man.” With 
this prophecy to his credit Mirza also claims 
that the recent earthquake disasters were fore- 
shadowed by him, as well as the appearance of 
plague in India, while quite lately he published 
a vision that the plague would spread in the 
Punjaub [sic—Punjab], as it has recently done. 
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The War of the Prophets. 


’ Now that Dowie‘is deal anil buried, his claims 
repudiated, aud wone so liard up for an objurga- 
lion an to sweor hy his beer ys that of a prophet, 
the squabbling over his property, his reputation, 
and his meth-ecaten mantle: scents indecent even 
te thove who dave ahyovs tegaried hin as an 
Imposter, “The followin ocenrrei in the sews- 
miper tlizpstches last weel: 


“Chlesern, Vane 2.~Arrinonnled by a baud whieh 
cost $0 no hour, Wilbur Clean Yollya, junclicnlly de- 
pused finn Zlon by the Prleral Court, lu-day held a 
Fev out boregry ntellag dim Leuk Juxt ontslile Ube clty, the 
conria fayhiy enjuined film fram holding a inecting dn 
Zion Clly, tt woe eviewle! Chat tha lent meeting 
would be tlyelter than ordtiurily, But Ghidulone Dowie, 
Ite ‘uuklesed® son of the fermi prophet, sublenty look 
fhe rent ia bit own hwls and nL on Wenxpected 
ering In Lhe Yollya pine, 

"The Soll. fictioa ban boon Indulqin= Jn many bit- 
ler perronnttijes regartine Mra, Dowle, wituw of the 
Hrophel ved mother uf Ubetatune, ‘Mile hie beeoma 
wuvenrobly, alt it wad bh ied LAnt repelling olracin 
worn te to the ehlel enlurt-lament al tte Vallya ineet- 
Ite lotr. lodstone Kersed meticn vpew Vallyea and 
tle adherentn Goat if ory inere nlteche, oon oc in so. 
crel, were maite npon bhu ar hia thother thu cnso would 
he care] tute the aunts, Vativa, why hos come to 
Lava pee FegHeed for tlie Poderal Cart, belek the 
warulsg, ate? bin ineotlug lochs, whila well nllended, 
wos wnusially dane, becnou tk fire Ine? tenn denen. 
Many curious persons Grn Chiearo nitd thus \wwne sur. 
rounding Zhen allendet the nuvbing, erpectlig some- 
Unbetys Feiitotleant, bul were lannpoliled, 

“Su the olfy proper, whet tenerad Lewis, nuder the 
wing «l the Federal Cert, te holiling furtt wn Ibm legl- 
thonle cuneennor of te aie. the uy we ysletly npent 
With th ete Santtery rellstone sersiees bn the tabernacle, 
Vullva "ure Cons lo tuke low felowers and hulhl up a 
Hew Bho gp ferably fn ene Reuthern shite, but te 
Trew Fe ubse ae the Chreel. patel hte followers are rapidly 
denerVne gel raftying In the fowls vtondure. The 
covrla tig cisaiellyg the new ovvraetc le pulling Zlon 
ia husiaess bois, nud wtih Cho reonownl of Vatlyn HH 
In expeeted fhe propio wi) wel down nil eepata thelr 
leviber 'raenerity,"* 


eekev. 


Olt Dowie hinself was too much of an egotist 
Io spent ony Uhowpght an the crows that would 
caw fiver his refuse when he wos tend, 

It ie diverting to turn from the scene above 
Hleacribed an publication Issued hy a rival proph- 
chon the other aide nf the globe, nunely, Mirza 
Ghutant Atimad, who ts drawing o tunel of Mo- 
hamimetans after hin at Qadian, Gurdaspur, In- 
lik, The pnblication Is 9 pamphlet entitled “Dt 
vine Judgment in Dowle's Death: ar, The Fulfil- 
ment of a Grand Pronleov" 

We lave previously alluded to the prophecy 
named In the above lithe, The late Dowie looked 
upon Mohammed as the prince of impastoras he 
hot only prophesied that | Mohimnuedanism 
wotd he slestinyed by Zinn, but from ny to day 
yraye! Geof for the Hine when the crescent should 
Naappeor, ‘This comlap to the hnowledge of the 
Indian Measial, he spread hrondcast a challenge 
lo Elijah If. to meet film and "pray to God that 
of us two whoever Is the liar may perish first.” 
The Qadian man predicted that if Dowie ac- 
cepted the challenge “he shall leave the world 
before my eyes with great sorrow and torment.” 
If Dowie declined, the Mirzn sald, the end would! 
only he deferred; death awatted flim Just the 
same, and “calamliy witl goon overtake Zion," 
That was the Grand Prophecy: Zion should fall, 
ind Dowie die before Ahmad, 


It appeared to be a risky Step for the Promised 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER 


June 15, 1907— New York, New York, USA 


THEWwWAR OF THE PROPGETS 


Now that Dowie’s dead and buried, his claims 
repudiated, and none so hard up for an objur- 
gation as to swear by his heard as that of a 
prophet, the squabbling over his property, 
his reputation, and his moth-eaten mantle 
seems indecent even to those who have always 
regarded him as an imposter. The following 
occurred in the newspaper dispatches last 
week: 

“Chicago, June 2.—Accompanied by a 
band which cost $30 and hour, Wilbur Glenn 
Voliva, practically deposed from Zion by the 
Federal Court, to-day held a revolutionary 
meeting in a tent just outside the court, the 
courts laying enjoined him from holding a 
meeting in Zion City. It was expected that the 
tent meeting would be livelier than ordinarily, 
but Gladstone Dowie, the ‘unkissed’ son of the 
former prophet, suddenly took the reins in his 
own hands and put an unexpected crimp in the 
Voliva plans. 

“The Voliva faction has been indulging 
in many bitter personalities regarding Mrs. 
Dowie, widow of the prophet and mother of 
Gladstone. This has become unbearable, and it 
was learned that similar attacks were to be chief 
entertainment at the Voliva meeting today. 
Gladstone, served notice upon Voliva and his 
adherents that if any more attacks, open or in 
secret, were made upon him or his mother the 
case would be carried into the courts, Voliva, 


who has come to have some respect for the 
Federal Court, heeded the warning, and his 
meeting today, while well attended, was unu- 
sually tame, because its fire had been drawn. 
Many curious persons from Chicago and the 
towns surrounding Zion attended the meet- 
ing, expecting something sensational, but were 
disappointed.” 

“In the city proper, where General Lewis, 
under the wing of the Federal Court, is holding 
forth as the legitimate successor of Dowie, the 
day was quietly spent with the customary reli- 
gious services in the tabemacle. Voliva threat- 
ens to take his followers and build up a new 
Zion, preferably in some Southern state, but 
little heed is given the threat, and his followers 
are rapidly deserting and rallying to the Lewis 
standard. The courts are assisting the new 

overseer in putting Zion ona business basis, 
and with the removal of Voliva it is expected 
the people will settle down and regain their 
former prosperity.” 

Old Dowie himself was too much of an 
egotist to spend any thought on the crows that 
would caw over his refuse when he was dead. 

It is diverting to turn from the scene 
above described to a publication issued by a 
rival prophet on the other side of the globe, 
namely, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who is draw- 
ing a bunch of Mohammedans after him at 


Qadian, Gurdaspur, India. The publication 
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Mesainh to defy the Restored Elijah to an endur- 
ance teat, because the challenger was by filtees 
years the older man of the two, and probabilities 
ina land of plagues and fanatics, were against 
hin as a survivor; but he won out, | 

The argument he makes for the fulfiluent of 
his prophecy that God would effect the decease ol 


Dowle ie cogent enongh to convince the foltowen. 
of the Promised Mesalah, although in our view. 


he weakens his case by statlng that Dowle "dient 
Scotch highballs” ond “planned a band of seven 
vestial virgina’ to attend hhn.” For if the found 
er of Zion ludwiged aud endoseil himself as alley: 
ed, there might be more of paresis than of provi 
dence in his taking of. 

The war of the prophets dates from the rt 
inate past and will beyond doubt go on as long a 
there are two of Hicm in the field, Ln the thue 
treated of by the Hible writers, mirncle competi: 
tions were held, Aaron, the successor of Mose. 


| entered such a contest, arranged by Pharaoh, Ht 


cast down his rou before the monarch, and I be- 


caine a serpent, ‘Mies Tharaolt also called the 
magicians of Epypt, who duplicated the tre, 


their rods, thrown down, turning likewise into | 


serpents; but Aaron got the decision because hil 
rol swallowed up thelr rods. Alter that test 
Aaron was th: Mirza for the children of Istaets 


utoney, Another competition among the proph- 
ets was engaged in by Dowie's predecessor, Efi 
jah. It was a praying match, Elijah being the 
challenger. Ie kept the priests of Baal prayiry 
ineffectively to their deity, from sun to sum, tha: 
he would sort the fire inan altar they had pre: 
fared, and imeanwhile Elijah stood about fibine 
trem with such remarks as “Cry aloud, for he i 
a god, cither he is talking, or he is pursuing, or tr 
ia on a journey wr peradventure he sleepeth and 
must be waked,” Fle then, alter perforisug cer- 
tain incantations, fit the fire in his own altar al 
though it had been previously drenched wilh lov 
barrels. of water: and nothing in the narrative 
supports the crilivisime of Mark ‘Twain that the 
barrels, instead ef water, conlained kerosene, and 
that Elijah touche! a match to the pile, 

There is biblical precedent, therefore, for thr 
Mirza’a “teh” tr Dowie; there. is also precedent 
in experience for the going to pieces of men ol 
Dowie's excessive activity and strenuons file 
One who makes prediction and lives to see it ful. 
filled, of the dowtlall of a modern prophet, is not 


warranted thereby In setilng himself up ag anoth 
er. ‘ 


is a pamphlet entitled “Divine Judgmentin 
Dowie’s Death; or, The Fulfilment of a Grand 
Prophecy.” 

We have previously alluded to the proph- 
ecy in the above title. The late Dowie looked 
upon Mohammed as the prince of impostors; 
he not only prophesied that Mohammedanism 
would be destroyed by Zion, but from day to 
day prayed God for the time when the crescent 
should disappear. This coming to the knowl- 
edge of the Indian Messiah, he spread broad- 
cast a challenge to Elijah II. to meet him and 
“pray to God that of us two whoever is the liar 
may perish first.” The Qadian man predicted 
that if Dowie accepted the challenge “he shall 
leave the world before my eyes with great sor- 
row and torment.” If Dowie declined, the 
Mirza said, the end would only be deferred; 
death awaited him just the same, and “calamity 
will soon overtake Zion.” That was the Grand 
Prophecy: Zion should fall, and Dowie die 
before Ahmad. 

It appeared to be a risky step for the 
Promised Messiah to defy the Restored Elijah 
to an endurance test, because the challenger 
was by fifteen years the older man of the two, 
and probabilities, in a land of plagues and 
fanatics, were against him as a survivor; but he 
won out. 

The argument he makes for the fulfilment 
of his prophecy that God would affect the 
decease of Dowie is cogent enough to convince 
the follower of the Promised Messiah, although 
in our view he weakens his case by stating that 
Dowie “drank Scotch highballs” and “planned 
a band of seven ‘vestal virgins’ to attend hum.” 
For if the founder of Zion indulged and 
endowed himself as alleged, there might be 
more of paresis than of providence in his tak- 


ing off. 
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The war of the prophets dates from the 
remote past and will beyond doubt go on as 
long as there are two of them in the field. In 
the times treated of by the Bible writers, mira- 
cle competitions were held. Aaron the succes- 
sor of Moses, entered such a contest, arranged 
by Pharaoh. He cast down his rod before 
the monarch, and it became a serpent. Then 
Pharaoh also called the magicians of Egypt, 
who duplicated the trick, their rods, thrown 
down, turning likewise into serpents; but 
Aaron got the decision because his rod swal- 
lowed up their rods. After that test Aaron was 
the Mirza for the children of Israel’s money. 
Another competition among the prophets 
was engaged in by Dowie’s predecessor, Elijah. 
It was a praying match, Elijah being the chal- 
lenger. He kept the priests of Baal praying inef- 
fectively to their deity, from sun to sun, that 
they would start the fire in an altar they had 
prepared, and meanwhile Elijah stood about 
jibing them with such remarks as “Cry aloud, 
for he is a god,either he is talking, or he is pur- 
suing or he is on a journey or peradventure he 
sleepeth and must be waked.” He then, after 
performing certain incantations, lit the fire in 
his own altar although it had been previously 
drenched with four barrels of water and noth- 
ing in the narrative supports the criticism of 
Mark Twain that the barrels, instead of water, 
contained kerosene, and that Elijah touched a 
match to the pile. 

There is biblical precedent, therefore, for 
the Mirza’s “defi” to Dowie—there is also prec- 
edent in experience for the going to pieces of 
men of Dowie’s excessive activity and strenu- 
ous life. One who makes prediction and lives 
to see it fulfilled, of the downfall of a modern 
prophet, is not warranted thereby in setting 
himself up as another. 
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been put off for-a while, but with my appearance the - 


upon.a people until’ a messenger is raised.’ ‘Those 
who repent shail'be saved, and those who show fear 
before the calamity comes shall be'sHown mercy. © + 
| “Do you think that you,can be saved by your ¢ “a9 
plans? That cannot'be. ‘Do not*think that; : ré 
earthquakes have’ come’ in distant pla “in* America | 
and! your country ‘will be safe, for I see 'that 
distregs is in store for you. Thou, O Burope! art not 
safe,‘norithou, O/Asia!.. And ye) that dwell ins! Y 
no (self-made deity will assist you on thatidav, ‘I see 
‘cities falling down andl find inhabited places in ruin. 
| “Esay‘to-you truly ‘that the turn of: this country is 
drawing near. / The days of Noah wil you again wit- 
‘ess'and the,scene of’ Lot's land you will see with ° 


v2 


| your own’ eyes: » But.God' is. slow ‘in ‘sending, his 


‘wrath. Repent, that mercy may “be shown to.you. 
He who forsakes God:is.a worm, not a man, and he 
who does not fear him is dead, not living.” bi 
‘The words’ of a‘ plague prophecy, literally trans- 
dated, runias follows: 1 ee pbs XS 
“In Europe and other Christian countries a kindof) 
plague’ will make its appearance)which iwill be! very 
seyeFe.”’ ‘The appearance of, plague ‘in India was: 
‘foretold by the promtsed Messiah by more than 1 
years, “assert his followers. 4 ‘ 


‘STORIES OF IBSEN. 


Some anecdotes of Ibsen have just been published 
by,.the Norwegian writer John Paulsen, who was on 
intimate terms. with him for.many years, ~~ 

One of his stories he prefaces with the remark that, 
however. much, the dramatist upheld the rights of 
women, he by no means considered them superior to 
men in any line; in fact, he considered them inferior 
in many spheres in which the world in general puts 


them ahead. One of his maxims was: 

“No woman could write a cook book and no woman 
can sew a button on fast.’ 

He lived up to the latter part of his dictum. When 
he detected a loose button on any of his garments he 
retreated to*his own den, locked himself in and with 
elaborate preparations sewed the button on himself. 

He took as much pains with it as he would with 
the final, fair copy of one of his plays. Then he used 
to' brag about the performance, saying that he 
wouldn’t put trust in a button sewn on by any 
woman—not eyen by his wife. 

His wife used to laugh with a quietly ironical ex- 
pression on these occasions. She confided to Paulsen 
that: she secretly .resewed all the buttons that the 

/ poetshad sewn—sewed them good and tight, as only a 
wotnan.can, she said, explaining that he always-for-_ 
sot to fasten the thread, and the buttons would come 
off-in a few days if she did not look after\‘them. ~~ 

“But don’t deceive him,” the faithful wife added, 
eppeniingly: “it makes-him so happy to think that’he 


-So,, Paulsen remarks, there was a hidden lie in the 
life of the great apostle of frankness and truth. 

One day, in Munich, Ibsen asked Paulsen in the 
most;concerned way whether he polished his own 
shoes in the morning. ‘With a feeling of indescrib- 
‘able guilt, Paulsen confessed that he fi ry 

“But you ought to,” Ibsen urged. ‘fYou will.feel a 
different man if you do. No man should let another 
do for him what he can do for himself. e 

“Begin with polishing your shoes and you will s 
come to keeping your room in ordér, evento m: 
your own fires. In. this way you will gradually de- 
velop into a self-reliant man, independent of ser~ 
vants and all other people." 


secret designs of ‘the wrath’ of God have been made ~ 
manifest, for he says that’ ‘punishment is not sent — 
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THE SUNDAY HERALD 


June 23, 1907—Boston, Massachusetts, USA 


Great Is Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad 
The Messiah 


FORETOLD PATHETIC END OF DOWIE 
AND NOW HE PREDICTS PLAGUE, 
FLOOD AND EARTHQUAKE 


WENTY-THREE were the days of 
August in 1903 when Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Qadian, India foretold the death 
of Dowie,yclept Elijah I, which took place 
last March, and now cometh the afore said 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, India, on 


June 23, and saith: 


“The turn of this country is drawing 


countries a kind of plague will make its 
appearance which will be very severe. 
“With my appearance, the secret 
designs of the wrath of God have been 
made manifest. 
“The days of Noah will you again 
witness, and the scene of Lot’s land you 


will see with your own eyes.” 


near. 
“Earthquakes... will be unparal- 
leled in the world’s history and will 
remind men of the destruction of the 
judgment day. 
“In Europe and other Christian 


“He called the turn on Dowie, and why may he 
not on devastation?” his followers ask. 

“He has foretold plague, too, in the Punjab 
and other places, and great is the name of Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, India.” 


The Indian gentleman has been well known 


in the eastern pastures of the world for many 
years. His claim is that he is “the true Messiah 
who was to come in the last ages,’ and that God 
has showered him with grace. He first came 
to the attention of the United States in 1903, 
on account of a controversy with Elijah IIL. 
Since the death of Dowie the Indian proph- 
et’s reputation has soared, for did he not tell of 
the death of Dowie, that it should take place 
within his (the Messiah’s) lifetime, should take 
place “with great sorrow and torment”? 


Dowie was aged 59, theseerwas 75. 
It was in these words that Dowie was 
requested to strive for the fray: 


“I am the true Messiah who was 
to come in the last ages; thus has 
Almighty God spoken to me. I do not 
claim to be the promised Messiah sim- 
ply by my own assertion, but Almighty 
God who made the earth and heaven 
has borne witness to the truth of my 
claim. 

“The evidence of God has been 
manifested in hundreds of heavenly 
signs shown in my support. I say it 
truly that Almighty God has poured 
his grace upon me in far greater abun- 
dance than upon the Messiah who has 
gone before me. In the looking-glass of 
my person the face of God is revealed 
to a far greater extent than in that 
ofJesus’ person. If these are simply my 
own assertions, and there is no other 
authority for them, I am a liar, but if 
Almighty God bears witness to my 
truth, no one can give the lie to me. 
Thousands of times—I should say 
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times without number—has he borne 
witness to the truth of my claims. 

“A sign of the evidence of God in my 
favor will appear on the death of Mr. 
Pigott, the arrogant pretender to divin- 
ity, who shall be brought to destruc- 
tion within my lifetime. Another sign 
will appear for Dr. Dowie’s acceptance 
of my challenge. If the pretender to 
Elijahship shows his willingness by any 
direct or indirect means to enter the 
lists against me he shall leave the world 
before my eyes with great sorrow and 
torment. These two signs are particu- 
larly for Europe and America. Ah! that 
they ponder over them and benefit by 
them. 

It should be borne in mind that 
Dr. Dowie has not given any reply to 
my challenge sent him in September 
last, nor has he even so much as men- 
tioned it in his paper. For an answer 
to that challenge I will wait for a fur- 
ther period of seven months from 
this day, the 23rd of August, 1903. If 
he accepts the challenge within this 
period and fulfils all its conditions as 
published by me previously, and makes 
an announcement to that effect in his 
paper, the world will soon see the end 
of this contest. I am about 70 years of 
age, whileDr. Dowieis about 55, and, 
therefore, compared with me, he is a 
young man still. But since the matter 
is not to be settled by age, I do not care 
for this great disparity in years. The 
whole matter rests in the hand of Him 
who is the Lord of heaven and earth 
and judge over all judges, and He will 
decide it in favor of the true claimant. 
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“But if Dr. Dowie cannot even now 
gather courage to appear in the con- 
test against me, let both continents 
bear witness that I shall be entitled to 
claim the same victory as in the case of 
his death in my lifetime if he accepts 
the challenge. The pretensions of Dr. 
Dowie will thus be falsified and proved 
to be an imposture. Though he may 
try as hard as he can to fly from the 
death which awaits him, yet his flight 
from such a contest will be nothing 
less than death to him, and calamity 
will certainly overtake hisZion; for he 
must take the consequences of either 
the acceptance of the challenge or its 
refusal. 

I close these brief remarks with the 
following prayer: O powerful and per- 
fectGod, who hast ever been reveal- 
ing and wilt ever continue to reveal 
Thyself to Thy prophets, do Thou give 
Thy judgment and show to Thy people 
the imposture and falsehood of Dowie 
and Pigott, for Thy weak creatures, 
having taken to human-worship and 
trusted in weak mortals like them- 
selves, have fallen away from Thy path 
and are wandering in errors far from 


Thee.” 


Dowieat first paid no public attention directly 
to the challenge from the far east. But on the 
26th of September, 1903, he said, in his Zion 
City publication: 


“People sometimes say to me, ‘Why 
do you not reply to this, that and the 
other thing?’ Reply! Do you think 
that I shall reply to the gnats and flies. 
IfI put my foot on them I would crush 


out their lives. I give them a chance to 
fly away and live.” 


Only once did he show in any way that he knew 
of the existence of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. He 
referred to him as the “foolish Mahometan 


Messiah, and on Dec. 12, 1903, he wrote: 


“If 1 am not God’s prophet, there is 
none on God’s earth that is.” In the 
following January he wrote: 

“My part is to bring out the peo- 
ple from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south, 
and settle them in this and other Zion 
cities until the time shall come when 
the Mahometans are swept away. ... 
May God grant us that time.” 


Whereupon Mirza tersely challenged him to 
“pray to God that of us two whoever is the liar 
may perish first.” 

Dowie died with his friends fallen away 
from him and his fortune dwindled. He suf- 
fered from paralysis and insanity. He died 
a miserable death, with Zion City torn and 
frayed by internal dissensions. 

Mirza comes forward frankly and states 
that he has won his challenge, or “prediction.” 
And he asks every seeker after truth to accept 
the truth as he announced it. He regards 
the misfortunes which befell his traducer in 
America as evidences of divine vengeance com- 
mingled with divine judgment. As a follower 
says, however: 


“Tt is not to exult over a fallen enemy 
that we refer to certain circumstances 
in Dowie’s life. 

Such a thing is furthest from 
our ideas. It is only in the cause and 
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for the furtherance of truth that we 
publish these facts. The holy religion 
of Islam, no doubt, teaches us not to 
mention the faults of the dead, but 
this does not mean that facts should 
be concealed when their disclosure is 
in the interests of society and a service 
to humanity, truth and God.” 


All these conclusions the follower arrives at 
with a certainty which rings with self-convic- 
tion, or at least with pride in the accuracy of his 
prediction. He goes on to say: 


“In bringing disaster upon Dowie’s 
head, and ultimately in his untimely 
death, brought about with sorrow and 
torment,Almighty God has given his 
judgment exactly as he had informed 
his messenger three or four years pre- 
vious to these occurrences.” 


J.H. Smyth Pigott, to whom the Messiah refers, 
heads a peculiar sect in Clopton, London, 
known as the Agapemonities, or “Dwellers in 
the Abode of Love.’About seven years ago he 
proclaimed himself the “New Messiah, and 
drew around him 3000 fanatics, including 
many women. 

Pigott promised to take his followers to 
heaven on Aug. 24, 1901. At the appointed 
time they gathered in a field and waited vainly 
for the event to take place. Pigott promptly 
explained that they had been sinning, and 
thereby had so sorely grieved the Lord that he 
refused to accept them. The Agapemonities 
believed this explanation and promptly did 
pennance by subscribing a large sum of money 
for the erection of a beautiful church. In this 
Clopton region which is called the“Abode 


of Love”there is neither marriage nor giving 


in marriage, and the inmates are supposed to 
dwell together in an atmosphere of spiritual 
comradeship and platonic affection. Grave 
scandals resulted in popular hostility against 
the doctrines of Pigott. 

Pigott’s annual receipts are $30,000. At one 
time this Messiah, whom Mirza disapproves of 
so strongly, was a sailor on the Pacific coast. In 
1890 he returned to England, his native coun- 
try, took holy orders and became a curate of 
the Church of England in a London parish. 
Subsequently he joined the Salvation Army, 
rose to the position of major and then acquired 
divinity. 

As to disasters dire, the Indian divinity 
says: 


“Bear in mind that Almighty God has 
informed me of earthquakes in gen- 
eral. Know it for certain, then, that as 
earthquakes have come in America, 
Europe and Asia in accordance with 
my former prophecies, more will yet 
occur in diverse places, some of which 
would be so severe that the destruc- 
tion wrought by them will be unpar- 
alleled in the world’s history and will 
remind men of the destruction of the 
judgment day. 

“Death will make such havoc that 
streams of blood will flow. Calamities 
of a terrible nature from earth as well 
as heaven will come upon men. 

“Many shall be saved and many 
shall be destroyed. The days are near, 
nay, they are at the door, when the 
world shall see an unparalleled scene 
of devastation. Not only will great 
earthquakes come, but other calam- 
ities from heaven and earth will also 
visit the earth. As this will be brought 


about because men have forsaken 
God, and with all their heart and all 
their soul they are bent low upon the 
world. 

“Had I not come, these calami- 
ties would also have been put off for 
a while, but with my appearance the 
secret designs of the wrath of God 
have been made manifest, for he says 
that ‘punishment is not sent upon a 
people until a messenger is raised. 
Those who repent shall be saved, 
and those who show fear before the 
calamity comes shall be shown mercy. 

“Do you think that you can be 
saved by your own plans? That cannot 
be. Do not think that severe earth- 
quakes have come in distant places in 
America and your country will be safe 
for I see that greater distress is in store 
for you. Thou, O Europe! art not safe, 
nor thou, O Asia! And ye that dwell 
in islands! no self-made deity will 
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assist you on that day. I see cities fall- 
ing down and I find inhabited places 
in ruin. 

“T say to you truly that the turn of 
this country is drawing near. The days 
of Noah will you again witness and the 
scene of Lot’s land will see with your 
own eyes. But God is slow in sending 
his wrath. Repent, that mercy may be 
shown to you. He who forsakes God 
is a worm, not a man and he who does 
not fear him is dead, not living.” 


The words of a plague prophecy, literally trans- 
lated, run as follows: 


“In Europe and other Christian 
countries a kind of plague will make 
its appearance which will be very 
severe.” The appearance of plague in 
India was foretold by the promised 
Messiah by more than 10 years, assert 
his followers. 
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THE AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIST 
& HORTICULTURE REVIEW 


August 1907—London, England, UK 


RIVAL PROPHETS. 


I HAVE received a strange re 
quest from India. I am asked to 
publish a statement of a prophecs 
and its fulfilment. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad claims to 
be the Mohammedan promised 
messiah, He adopts modern 
methods of advancing his claims 
He has founded an organisation, 
The Sadr Anjuman-i-Ahmadiyya, 
which publishes a magazine called 
the “Review of Religions.” 

Some time ago Dr. Dowie, whu 
was generally called in America 
“the profit,” indulged in a pro 
phecy. All the Mohammedans 
etn A Merveree. living on the earth were to be des- 
we 243.) troyed unless they bowed before 

the Cross. The Mohammedan 
prophet did not like it. He invited Dowie to a prophetic 
tournament, challenging him “to pray to God that of us 
two whoever is the liar may perish first."’ 

Dowie, according to Mirza, shirked the encounter, 
whereupon Mirza published a prophecy that “ Dowie 
shall leave the world before my eyes with great sorrow 
and torment.” This was in 1903. Mirza now claims the 
literal fulfilment of his prophecy. He points out that 
Dowie at the time was only fifty-five, while he, Mirza, was 
over seventy. Dowie, too, was well, rich, prosperous 
He has since been stricken, broken, and died. 

I publish the statement on its merits. It seems to me 
a curious illustration of uncharitable rivalry on both sides 
One may, perhaps, apply to it a rendering of the famous 
exclamation of Madame Roland's about liberty, and say: 
“Oh, Religion! What vagaries are committed in thy 
name! ’—E.O.G. 
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John Alexander Dowie (May 25, 1847 to March 9, 1907) 
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D, aocrat-Sentinel Classified Ads A-e Read in 90 Per Cent of the Homes in Sedalia and in.All Towns Around Sedalia, 
DEMOCRAT-SENTINEL WANT ADS - 
Supply The Wants of All. No Matter What You Want—There’s Someone to Supply it. 
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PUNJAB, INDIA, JANU- 
ARY 25, 183). 


‘ 
MIRZA GHULAN AHMAD, BORN IN 


HE DIED IN LAHORE, INDIA, MAY 26, 1908 


Was a Man cf Wide Learning and 
Edited a Magazine—Onco Chal- 
lenged the Late John Dowie 
te a Praying Contest. 


es 10 BE d 


— 


a 

New York, Jan. 25.—Seventy-two = 
years ago one of the greatest modern] f° 
religious leaders of India, Mirza Ghu- . 
Jam Ahmad, was born In Punish, In-] m 
dia. He died in Lahore, India, on] 2 
May 26, 1908, after establishing a cult] P¢ 
that spread all over India and founa sf 


many devotees among the lovers of 
the occult and mysterious in England] ¢, 
and the United States. ca 

He claimed to be the Messiah whien|!\a 
Mohammed said would come to his} ha 
people. He was a man of wide learn-| ¢F 
ing and edited a magazine evidencing 
much scholarship, in which be de- 
fended his owu particular variety of 
the Moslem faith and bitterly and 
maliciously attacked Christianity and 
its missionaries in India. 

The Mirza came to the notice of 
Americans a few years ago by chal-} ., 
lenging John Alexander Dowie to a} to 
praying test. Each was to pray that} m 
the one who was an imposter should] I 
die first. fir 

When Dowie avoided him, the | 
Mirza predicted that he would perish 
miserably, and when the pretended be 
successor of Elijah died deserted by] 7, 
his family and former supporters, he} th 
regarded that as a noted fulfillment} th 
of his prophecy. go 

He advocated peace and toleration, | 54 


and had gone to Lahore a few days u 
Fefore his desth to arrange for the bu 


establishment of a society to promote ze 
harmony and union between Hindus 
and Mohammedans. a 


386 


ARTICLE I5I - SEDALIA DEMOCRAT-SENTINEL 


SEDALIA DEMOCRAT-SENTINEL 


January 25, 1909—Sedalia, Missouri, USA 


CLAIMED TO BE THE MESSIAH 


MIRZA GHULAN [sic] AHMAD, BORN IN 
PUNJAB, INDIA, JAN 
UARY 25, 1837. 


HE DIED IN LAHORE, INDIA, MAY 26, 1908 


Was a Man of Wide Learning and 
Edited a Magazine— Once Challenged 
the Late John Dowie 


to a Praying Contest. 


New York, Jan. 25.—Seventy-two years ago 
one of the greatest modern religious leaders 
of India, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, was born in 
Punjab, India. He died in Lahore, India on May 
26, 1908, after establishing a cult that spread all 
over India and found many devotees among the 
lovers of the occult and mysterious in England 
and the United States. He claimed to be the 
Messiah which Mohammed said would come 
to his people. He was a man of wide learning 
and edited a magazine evidencing much schol- 
arship, in which he defended his own particu- 
lar variety of the Moslem faith and bitterly and 


maliciously attacked Christianity and its mis- 
sionaries in India. 

The Mirza came to the notice of Americans 
a few years ago by challenging John Alexander 
Dowie to a praying test. Each was to pray that 
the one who was an imposter should die first. 

When Dowie avoided him, the Mirza pre- 
dicted that he would perish miserably, and 
when the pretended successor of Elijah died 
deserted by his family and former supporters, 
he regarded that as a noted fulfillment of his 
prophecy. 


387 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


3 ges 
AIR SS A AEN A 


_ born in Punjah, India. He died in the Mirza predicted that he walla 
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THE HATTIESBURG NEWS 


January 25, 1909—RHattiesburg, Mississippi, USA 


Seventy-two years ago one of the 
greatest modern religious leaders of 
India, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, was born in 
Punjab, India. He died in Lahore, India on 
May 26, 1908, after establishing of a cult that 
spread all over India and found many devotees 
among the lovers of the occult and mysterious 
in England and the United States. He claimed 
to be the Messiah which Mohammed said 
would come to his people. He was a man of 
wide learning and edited a magazine evidenc- 
ing much scholarship, in which he defended his 
own particular variety of the Moslem faith and 
bitterly and maliciously attacked Christianity 
and its missionaries in India. 


The Mirza came to the notice of Americans 
a few years ago by challenging John Alexander 
Dowie to a praying test. Each was to pray that 
the one who was an imposter should die first. 
When Dowie avoided him, the Mirza pre- 
dicted that he would perish miserably, and 
when the pretended successor of Elijah died 
deserted by his family and former supporters 
he regarded that as a noted fulfilment of his 
prophecy. 

He advocated peace and toleration, and 
had gone to Lahore a few days before his death 
to arrange for the establishment of a society to 
promote harmony and union between Hindus 
and Mohamedans. 
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THE INDEPENDENT | 


MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS. 


= SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA, MONDAY AFTERNOON, JANUARY 25 1909 


seventy-two years ago one of the 
xredtest modern religious leaders of 
india, Mirza Ghulam Almad, was born 
in Punjab, India, He died in Lahore, 
Ina, on May 26, 1908, after establish- 
ing a cult that spread all over India 
ind found many devotees among the 
lovers of the occult and mysterious in 
Mngland and the United States. He 
/claimed to be the Messiah which Mo 
jammed said would come to his peo 
| ple, He was a man of wide learning 
and edited a magazine evidencing 
ps scholarship, in which he defend 
‘ed bis own particular variety of the 
Moslem faith and bitterly and mali 
ciously attacked Christianity and ite 
| missionaries in India, 
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Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 


The Mirza came to the notice of 
Aimerians a few years ago by challeng- 
ing John Alexander Dowie to a pray- 
ing test. Each was to pray that the 
one who was an imposter should die 
lirst. When Dowie avoided him, the 
Mirza predicted that he would perish 
tiiverably, and when the pretended 
successor of Elijah died deserted by 
his family and former supporters, he 
regarded that as a noted fulfillment of 
iis prophecy. 

Hie advocated peace and toleration, 
and had gone to Lahore a few days 
fore bis death to arrange for the 
stablishment of a society to promote 
larmony and union between Hindus 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


January 25, 1909—Santa Barbara, California, USA 


MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD. 


Seventy-two years ago one of the greatest modern 
religious leaders of India, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
was born in Punjab, India. He died in Lahore, India, 
on May 26, 1908, after establishing a cult that spread 
all over India and found many devotees among the 
lovers of the occult and mysterious in England and 
the United States. He claimed to be the Messiah 
which Mohammed said would come to his people. 
He was a man of wide learning and edited a magazine 
evidencing much scholarship, in which he defended 
his own particular variety of the Moslem faith and 
bitterly and maliciously attacked Christianity and its 
missionaries in India. 

The Mirza came to the notice of Americans a few 
years ago by challenging John Alexander Dowie to a 
praying test. Each was to pray that the one who was 
an imposter should die first. When Dowie avoided 
him, the Mirza predicted that he would perish mis- 
erably, and when the pretended successor of Elijah 
died deserted by his family and former supporters, he 
regarded that as a noted fulfillment of his prophecy. 

He advocated peace and toleration, and had gone 
to Lahore a few days before his death to arrange for 
the establishment of a society to promote harmony 
and union between Hindus and Mohammedans. 
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January 25.—Seventy-two years ago, The Mirza came to the notice of 


one of the greatest modera religious lea- 
ders of India, Mizra Ghulam Abmad, was 
born in Punjab, India. He died in 
Lahore, India, on May 26, 1908, after 
establishing a cult that spread all over 
India and found many devotees among 
the lovers of the oceult and mysteri- 
ous in England and the United States. 
He claimed to be the Messiah which 
Mohammed said would come to his peo- 
ple. He was a man of wide learning 
and edite! a magazine evidencing much 
scholarship, in whieh he defended his 
own particular variety of the Moslem 
faith and bitterly and maliciously at- 
tucked Christianity and its missionaries 
in India. 


Americans a few years ago by chal- 
lenging John Alexander Dowie to a 
praying test. Each was to pray that 
the one who was an imposter should 
die first. When Dowie avoided him, 
the Mirza predicted that he would 
perish miserably, and when the preten 
der successor of Elijah died deserted 
by his family and former supporters 
he regarded that as a noted fulfillment 
of his prophecy. 

He advocated peace and toleration 
and had gone to Lahore a few days 
before his death to arrange for the 
establishment of a society to promote 
harmony and union between Hindus) 
and Mohammedans. 
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THE EVENING STAR 


January 26, 1909—Independence, Kansas, USA 


January 25.—Seventy-two years ago one of 
the greatest modern religious leaders of India, 
Mizra [| sic—Mirza] Ghulam Ahmad, was born 
in Punjab, India. He died in Lahore, India, 
on May 26, 1908, after establishing a cult that 
spread all over India and found many devotees 
among the lovers of the occult and mysterious 
in England and the United States. He claimed 
to be the Messiah which Mohammed said 
would come to his people. He was a man of 
wide learning and edited a magazine evidenc- 
ing much scholarship, in which he defended his 
own particular variety of the Moslem faith and 
bitterly and maliciously attacked Christianity 
and its missionaries in India. 


The Mirza came to the notice of Americans 
a few years ago by challenging John Alexander 
Dowie to a praying test. Each was to pray that 
the one who was an imposter should die first. 
When Dowie avoided him, the Mirza pre- 
dicted that he would perish miserably, and 
when the pretender successor of Elijah died 
deserted by his family and former supporters, 
he regarded that as a noted fulfillment of his 
prophecy. 

He advocated peace and toleration and 
had gone to Lahore a few days before his death 
to arrange for the establishment of a society to 
promote harmony and union between Hindus 
and Mohammedans. 


393 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


Wy 
—ZimN 


DOWIE ANOINTED OF THE LORD 


1930—New York, USA & London, UK 
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ANOINTED OF THE LORD 
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DOWIE ANOINTED OF THE LORD 


CHAPTER XXXII 


MADISON SQUARE GARDEN was crowded to the roof on that October Sunday 
afternoon when John Alexander Dowie preached his first sermon in New York. 
Outside, in Madison Avenue, Twenty-sixth Street, Twenty-seventh Street and even 
across the corner in Madison Square were many thousands more. 


Zion City Band, in a gallery behind the platform, played while the crowd was being 
seated. Deaconess Martha Carpenter, at the organ, and Zion Orchestra struck up 
the challenging measure of “Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand.” Soon, from far 
away in the rear of the Garden, came children’s voices. The solemn spectacle of 
Zion’s White-Robed Choir and Zion robed officers in procession, with the General 
Overseer bringing up the rear, was enacted for a New York audience of twelve to 
fifteen thousand. As the choir began to fill its gallery behind the platform, fifty 
band instruments joined in the music. Thus the volume grew until a climax was 
reached which stirred even that sophisticated crowd. This little man with the big 
white beard was a good showman. New York gave him credit for it and prepared to 
be convinced. 


The hymn, with three thousand zealots of Zion Restoration Host rounding out 
choir, band, and orchestra, and drawing more and more of the audience into the 
singing, began to awaken enthusiasm. This middle western preacher might be all 
right at that. 


The “Hallelujah Chorus” from “The Messiah” lifted most of the crowd up in their 
seats. There was something in it more stirring than near-perfection of technique, 
quality of voices, and volume of sound. “Lord of Lords and King of Kings—He shall 
reign forever and ever” meant something to these singers and players. They felt it 
with burning zeal. 


That great audience was now almost ready for a master’s hand, to sway as he 
would. One more unerring touch of his uncanny magic and he could have his way 
with them. 


A great stillness held the multitude breathless. Then, far and faint at first, the tones 
of Martha Carpenter’s organ. Slowly, a slender girl came to the edge of the 
platform. A pure blonde, with great violet-blue eyes, robed in black cassock and 
white surplice, she was a picture of that virginal loveliness which the race began to 
worship ages before vestals guarded the sacred flame in Rome. No one in all that 
great throng was too cynical to feel a reverence that had been bequeathed by a 
thousand generations. 
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Clear, sweet, appealing came her voice in the old hymn: 
Knocking! Knocking! Who is there? 

Waiting, waiting, oh, how fair! 

‘Tis a Pilgrim, strange and kingly, 

Never such was seen before, 

Ah, my soul, for such a wonder, 

Wilt thou not undo the door? 


A song to remind them of Holman Hunt's picture died away. The audience strained 
forward, relaxed. 


John Alexander Dowie’s hour had struck. 

He had reached the crisis of his career. 

All that had gone before seemed to have led him up to this high place. 

Here he stood with the eyes of all the world upon him, all its ears awaiting his 
message. At the long press table in front of his platform sat the ablest observers 
and writers of the world’s press. Flanking them were famous preachers, educators, 
novelists, and dramatists hired as special writers for the occasion. In an hour or 
two telegraph and cable would begin carrying his words and their effect to all the 


ends of the earth. To-morrow millions, now waiting, would read and be drawn or 
repelled. 


Yes, it was John Alexander Dowie’s zero hour! 

He arose, strode out across the broad platform. By a miracle of personality his five 
feet four looked taller than six. He began to speak. That queer, rasping, carrying 
voice rang out into the stillness. With it, and with it almost alone, he had made 
himself, built Zion, produced this setting for his greatest triumph. 

Now it rolled into that vast cavern of opportunity—and was lost! 

No mistake about that. 


He saw it—he knew it. 
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Almost imperceptible but tell-tale movements showed him that his audience, 
which had been one pair of eyes, one hearing soul, had begun to disintegrate. 


Frantically he tried for more power, more volume. In vain! The voice which had 
filled the Chicago Auditorium, the Chicago Coliseum, Shiloh Tabernacle, and had 
even reached outdoor audiences larger than this, had been as free from effort as 
the bellow of a bull, the roar of a lion. 


Now he was trying hard—and his voice was killed! He struggled to make himself 
heard. His own people sat enraptured. For them whatever he did was right. 


In the far galleries people began to walk out. Others in the rear of the Garden 
joined them. 


“Sit down!” roared the baffled preacher, racing across the platform, bristling like 
an angry bantam. “Let no one move! You will find the doors closed. Guards! Permit 
no one to go out.” 


Some one laughed. More people laughed. Thousands laughed. Hundreds, laughing, 
joined the exodus. 


The General Overseer raged at them. 

“The laughter of fools is like the crackling of thorns under a pot,” he screamed. 
“He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; He shall have them in derision.” 
Guards, I command you to hold the doors. Let no one leave.” 


Departing throngs, laughing, swept the Guards away. Thousands were crowding 
toward the doors. 


“God will reckon with you who turn your backs upon Him now. You will weep, not 
laugh. You will cry aloud in your torment.” 


Only the shuffling of many feet answered. 
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Leaves of Healing 
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~,Hesendeth His word yee _and healeth them - 


— 6 And the leaves of the tree 
a< lam » EY ~ "were for the healing 
the Lord that healeth thee Com _a of the nations. x 
A WEEKLY Parer FoR THE EXTENSION OF THE KINGDOM OF Gop. 
EDITED BY THE REV. JurIN ALEX. DOWIE 
Vou 1. No. 3. New Series. CaNCAGO, SEPT. 14, 184. Price Five CENTS. 


GOD'S WITNESSES TO DIVINE HEALING. 


foe those of His children who give themselves entirely into 


FIRS. IDA W. Lower! 
E have great pleasure in introduc 
to Divine Healing, Mrs. Lows 

baby itl 


Cuicaco Tun, May 16th, 1894. 

Dear Ducter Davie 
1 feel called upon to tell you how mc! 
been benefitted by yo 


what the Lord has done for me. 
For the past three years my 


from the breast which, if the | 
advice of the doctors had been 


Canton, Ohio, where I resided 
at that time, and the doctor 
pronounced it a cancer, and 
‘entreated me to have it operated 
‘upon at once. 

Tn August, 1892, I was 
examined by the ean 
physician at the Ci 

tal, of this 


other. We can | 
testify to what we have seen 
and know. To God be all the | 
glory | 
The testimony which fol- 
as given to us shortly 


ing one. He also advised me 
to consult two or three doctors 
whom he considered good 
surgeons, 

The following week Doctor 


thanks to God in 
of all the peop! 
y operate of 70 


year you will b 


who is not only able, bot will 
ing toheal spirit, soglapd body y MRS IDA W, LOWRIE AND Cis 


From Pat Deveney's database: 


Leaves of Healing. 

A Weekly Paper for the Extension of the Kingdom of God. 

He sendeth His word and healeth them / And the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations 

1894--1996? Weekly, then monthly 

Chicago, IL. Language: English with occasional forays into Norwegian, Polish, etc. 

Publisher: Zion Publishing House. 

Editor: John Alexander Dowie; Wilbur Glenn Voliva. Succeeds: Jehovah Rophi (Melbourne); 
Leaves of Healing: A Monthly Australasian Magazine for the Promotion of Healing and Holiness 
through Faith in Jesus (Christchurch, N.Z.) . 

Succeeded by: Published contemporaneously with BlAxtter der Heilung; A Voice from Zion; Zion 
Banner 1/1, August 31, 1894-v. 49, 1922, but continued in some fashion at least until vol. 133, 
1996. The journal is labeled "n.s." 


Dowie had published antecedent journals in the late 1880s before immigrating to the United 
States: Jehovah Rophi, Melbourne, and Leaves of Healing, Christchurch, New Zealand. 16 pp., 
$1.00-$2.00 a year. Regular plates of Dowie and his family, small children displaying the 
crutches they no longer needed, and the movement's various churches and healing institutes. 
Dowie (1847-1907 ) was a Scot who moved as a child to Australia. He was ordained a 
Congregational minister and took up preaching "non-cessationist" or "restorationist" (i.e., the 
survival of Pentacostal healing and other miraculous powers in the Church) after God spoke to 
him and told him that he could heal by prayer. Upon moving to the United States in 1888, he first 
settled in San Francisco and then went to Chicago set up in a building near the Columbian 
Exhibition to preach to and heal the multitudes. In 1896 he formally began his Christian Catholic 
Apostolic Church in Zion and in 1901 started Zion City on property he owned 40 miles north of 
Chicago, near Waukegan. His followers were required to tithe and to deposit all their money in 
his Zion Bank, also owned by him, and to patronize the numerous other enterprises he owned. 
He proceeded to abuse this financial control by making extensive (and luxurious) travels, 
building luxurious mansions in Michigan and Chicago, and enjoying other indulgences at his 
depositors' expense. When he was stricken by a stroke in Mexico in 1905 his lieutenant, Wilbur 
Glenn Voliva (1870-1942) deposed him,alleging an unauthorized mortgage on Zion City's lake- 
front property, the theft of millions of dollars--not by any means the first such allegations leveled 
against Dowie during his ministry -- and the advocacy of polygamy. Dowie responded (issue of 
March 11, 1905) with a vast General Apostolic Letter, regretting the resignation of the the head 
of the Zion Stocks and Securities Bureau that invested the groups money, denying any 
wrongdoing, and claiming a balance of $21 million. On the charge of polygamy, Dowie limited 
himself to denying that he had ever taught it openly -- though there were persistent rumors that 
he intended to divorce his wife, marry seven young women and set the extended family up in his 
new Paradise Colony in Mexico. Dowie tried to regain control of Zion in the courts but failed, 
and died in Zion City in 1907. Voliva assumed control of the colony and the journal and the bank 
after Dowie's death and proceeded to expand Zion until his own death in 1942, adding advocacy 
of a flat earth to the church's doctrines. The journal was largely filled in the early years with 
reports on the growth and prosperity of the church, "Calls to Action against the Powers of 
Darkness," with Dowie's sermons and lectures, and with letters from those seeking healing or 
reporting on the wonders he had worked. For our purposes the most notable feature of the 
journal was its opposition to spiritualism, Christian Science, and mind cure: "Divine Healing" 
(Dowie's system) "is diametrically opposed to these diabolical counterfeits, which are utterly 
anti-Christian. These impostures are only seductive forms of Spiritualism." He had opposed 
spiritualism as diabolic as early as 1882 when he wrote a long introduction to Thomas Walker's 
Spiritualism Unmasked, published in Australia. His criticisms extended to Theosophy and to 
those who sought healing from competing institutions like J.H. Kellogg's sanatarium in Battle 
Creek. In his last years, Dowie let it be known that he was a direct Messenger from God, the 
"First Apostle," and that he was, in fact, Elijah the Restorer -- a claim that brought him into 
conflict with Cyrus Teed ("Khoresh") who also aspired to the title. The journal's rich invective 
also extended to Islam, prompting Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, founder of Ahmadiyya, to challenge 
Dowie to a "prayer duel": "both of us will pray to God that whoever is a liar should die first." 
Dowie died first, though Ahmad followed him the next year. The journal under Voliva's 
ownership and editorship lly largely ignored Dowie but gradually came use him as a 
buttress for Zion ("How we cherish his memory!"). Zion survives as a church today in the Zion 
Apostolic Faith Mission founded by Edward Lion, one of his disciples, and echoes of Dowie and 
Zion were prominent in the work of Mabel Aber Jackman, General Shepherdess of the Paradise 
community. New York Historical Society; Columbia University; NYPL; lona College; Drew 
University; Wilmington University. 
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...In his last years, Dowie let it be known that he was 
a direct Messenger from God, the "First Apostle,’ 
and that he was, in fact, Elijah the Restorer—a claim 
that brought him into conflict with Cyrus Teed 
("Khoresh") who also aspired to the title. The jour- 
nal's rich invective also extended to Islam, prompting 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, founder of Ahmadiyya, to 
challenge Dowie to a "prayer duel": "both of us will 
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PART III 


Proclamations of 
Victory 


Review of Religions—April 1907 


Hagiqatul-Wahi—Sign 196 


Review of Religions 
April 1907 


After John Alexander Dowie died precisely as foretold, Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad* openly declared victory as a glorious manifestation 
of God’s truth. He documented this in an article published in the April 
1907 edition of the Review of Religions, which we are reproducing here. 

This was disseminated throughout the world through newspaper 
media outlets. 


THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. 


Your ¥L} APRIL, 1907. | [No. 4 
Ee sy Khilafat Library — : 


Digitized b 


pmsl Dem UD ams 
par) a yey che glad y boas 
Divine Judgment in Dowie’s 
Death. 


Fulfilment of a Grand Prophecy. 


We have often called the’attention of all seekers after truth to 
the wonderful prophecies ofthe Promised Messiah whose fulfilment 
carries conviction to_every heart that ponders over them on account 
of the clearness of their proof, but we are sorry to note that no one 
has hitherto started an earnest enquiry into them. Indeed when we 
witness the attention which is given to most trivialities, the indiffer- 
ence of the West to religious truth becomes the more striking. We do 
not mean to say that any one should blindly accept the truth of the 
prophecies, but we urge the necessity of a searching enquiry into 
them. We also make an allowance for the distance which separates 


India from the Western countries, for we know that distance of _ 


place like distance of-time divests_an_ event—of-much of its reality. 
But the example of the fulfilment of a prophecy to which we desire 
to call the attention of the English and the American public through 
these pages is one in which the element of remoteness is rot present. 
It is a prophecy which was not only published by us in England and 
the United States of America by the wide circulation of thousands * 
of printed notices, but which was far more widely published. through 
the columns of English and American newspapers. The object of 
the prophecy was moreover a person who had earned a great notriety 
in both the continents and had thousands of followers in America 
and other Christian countries. Hence we place these facts before 
the seekers and lovers of truth in the West so that after a careful 
consideration of this testimony they may be able to form an opinion 
as to the truth of the prophecy. We are confident that there are 
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many in the West who for the sake of truth ca overcome all barriers 
of racial and religious prejudice, and who can show the mora] 
“pourage to declare the truth in the face of «ll opposition. In fact, 


dove of truth is innate in human nature and tiough it may be su 


p- 
pressed for a while by prejudice, it ultima:ely breaks all canee. 
- Not long ago when a Hindu leader of great farne died in accordance 
with a prophecy of the Promised Messiah published several years 
before, many men belonging to the Hindu community had the moral ~ 
courage to declare openly that the prophecy! was fulfilled and that 
it no doubt proceeded from a Divine source. As the spirit of enquiry 
is freer in the West, it is no delusion to hope ‘that lovers of truth in 
those countries will, after a careful considerat‘on of these facts, testi 
to the truth of the prophecy and the pthicacy of the Promised 
Messiah’s prayer relating to Dowie. 


* 


Before referring to the facts of the fulfiliient of the prophecy it 
is, however, necessary to inform the reader thit we do it solely out of 
a desire to further the cause of truth and to eaable our fellow-beings 
to see and realize the truth for themselves ‘he fulfilment of the 
_brophecy affords such a clear and conclusive proof of the existence of > 
ya Omnipotent and Omniscient God that to withhold or suppress it 
is in our opinion a serious crime. It is not: to exult_over a fallen 
enemy that we refer to certain circumstancesiin Dowie’s life. Such a 

-thing is farthest off from our ideas. It is only'in the cause and for the 
furtherance of truth that we publish these fects. The holy religion of 

Islam, no doubt, teaches us not to mention the faults of the dead, but 

this does not mean that facts should be concealed when their disclosure 

“is in the interests of society and a service to humanity, truth and God. 

In bringing disaster upon Dowie’s head and ultimately in his untimely 

death brought about with sorrow and torment, Almighty God has 

given His judgment exactly as He had infor‘ned His Messenger three 

‘ or four years previous to these occurrences, { ft is a judgment which 
distinguishes the true Messenger of God from a false claimant, the 


true one from an impostor. ; 


John Alexander Dowie was a Seotehmais and he first landed at 
San Fransisco in America in 1888. Before his he was for a short 
time a convict in Tasmania. It was in 1892 that he took to preach- 
ing and soon began to build up a separate following. He Sekar 
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the power of healing, and it was this claim which brought to him 
many 2 credulous but wealthy people. With their wealth he became 
arich man. The site of Zion city was bought in 1900 and lots were | 
sold to the faithful who established themselves there. It was on the 
2nd June 1901 that he first declared himself as Elijah the Prophet. 
. The claim brought to him more wealth and a greater number of — 
followers still. So great was his success that as a New Year’s gift 
he was not satisfied with less than a million Dollars, and when 
travelling he occupied the most expensive and luxurious state-rooms. 
In 1902 he published a prophecy to the effect that all the Muhamma- 
dans living on the earth would be destroyed unless they bowed 
before the cross. It was on his publicatian of this prophecy that the 
Promised Messiah addressed to him a letter published in the Review 
of Religions for September 1902 inviting him to a Mubdhila. It 
was a reply to Dowie’s prediction of the destruction of the Muham- 
madans and in this letter he was challenged to “pray to God that of 
us two whoever is the liar may perish first.” Such was the gist of 
this challenge which was published in numerous English and 
American newspapers. We give here the names of some of these 
with the dates of the issues in which the remarks appeared in them 
to facilitate reference. ‘They are the Chicago Inter-Ocean, 28th June 
1903 ; the Telegraph, 5th July ;» the Literary Digest, 20th June ; the 
New York Mail and Express, 25th June; the Herald, Rrochester 
25th June; the Record, Boston. 27th June; the Advertiser, Boston, 
25th June; the Pilot, Boston, 27th June; the Pathfinder, Washington, 
27th June; the Argonaut, San Fransisco, Ist December 1902; the 
Burlington Free Press. 27th June 1903; the Worcester Spy, 28th 
June; the Jacksonville Times, 28th June; the New York 
Mail, 25thJune; the Buffalo Times, 25th June. It is needless 
to name all the newspapers which published this notice, 


Dowie, however, took no notice of the challenge, nor did he 
make any mention of it in his paper, the Leaves of Healing. But 
he continued his vituperations of Islam. On the 14th February 1903, 
he wrote : “I pray God for the day to come when the crescent shall 
disappear. May God grant it. May God destroy it.” And on the 
15th August he wrote in the same paper referring to Islam: ‘The 
Zion will have to wipe out that shocking blot upon humanity.” 
Accordingly on the 23rd August 1903, the Promised Messiah publish- 
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ed another announcement headed “Predictions concerning Pigott 
and Dowie? which contained a plain prophecy as to the end of the im- 
postor. /rve following extract from the New York Commercial 
Advertiser is sufficient to prove the vast circulation of the notice in 


America. Under the heading “Dowie challenged,” the paper wrote:— ° 


“From far away India comes a printed circular from Mirza : 


Ghulam Ahmad, who writes from Qadian in the PURIR. sie, 
Me has issued a challenge to Plijah IIT to make good his pretensions, 
but so far Zion city’s own and special Messiah has failed to reply. 


“In support of his claims to divinity* the Indian Messiah 
declares that when the Lord saw how badly things were being 
managed on earth, He raised him in the land of the Punjab ‘for His 
works are wonderful.’ 


“‘T am the true Messiah who was to come in the last ages: thus 
has Almighty God spoken to me,’ he announces : ‘I do not claim 
to be the Promised Messiah simply by my own assertion, but Almigh- 
ty God who made the earth and heaven has borne witness to the 
truth of my claim. The evidence of God has been manifested in 
hundreds of heavenly signs shown in my support. I say it truly 
that Almighty God has poured His grace upon me in far greater 
abundance than upon the Messiah who has gone before me. In the 
looking-glass of my person the face of God is revealed to a far 
greater extent than in that of Jesus’ person. If these are simply 
my own ‘assertions, and there is no other authority for them, I am 
a liar; but if Almighty God bears witness to my truth, no one can 
give the lie to me. Thousands of times—I should say times without 
number—-has He horne witness to the truth of my claim. 


® sion of the evidence of God in my favor will appear on 
the death of Mr. Pigott, the arrogant pretender to Divinity, who 
shall be brought to destruction within my life-time. Another sign 
will appear on Dr. Dowie’s acceptance of my challenge. If the 
pretender to Elijahship shows his willingness by any direct or 
indirect means to enter the lists against me, he shall leave the world 


* This is a misconception arising out of the meaning of the word Messiah, for, for the 
Christian mind God and Messiah are identical. But this isa mistake. The Jews never 
attributed Divinity to their expected Messiab, The error was introduced by the Chris- 


tians. 
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before my eyes with great sorrow and torment. These two signs are 
particularly for Europe and America: ah! that they ponder over them 
and benefit by them. 3 


“‘T¢ should be borne in mind that Dr. Dowie has not given 
any reply to my challenge sent to him in September last, nor has he 
even so much as mentioned it in his paper. For an answer to that 
challenge, I will wait for a further period of seven months from this 
day the 28rd of August 1903. If he accepts the challenge within 
this period and fulfils all its conditions as published by me previously 
* and makes an announcement to that effect in his paper, the world 
will soon see the end of this contest. I am about seventy years of 
age, while Dr. Dowie is about fifty-five, and, therefore, compared 
with me, he is a young man still. But since the matter is not to be 
settled by age, I do not care for this great disparity in years. ‘I'he 
whole matter rests in the hand of Him who is the Lord of heaven 
and earth and Judge over all judges, and He will decide it in favor 
of the true claimant. 


« «But if Dr. Dowie cannot even now gather courage to appear 
in the contest against me, let both continents bear witness that I 
shall be entitled to claim the same victory as in the case of his death 
in my life-time if he accepts the challenge. The pretensions of Dr. 
Dowie will thus be falsified and proved to be an imposture. ‘Though 
he may try as hard as he can to fly from the death which awaits 
him, yet his flight from such a contest will be nothing less than death 
to him, and calamity will certainly overtake his Zion, for he must 
take the consequences of either the acceptance of the challenge or 
its refusal.’ 


“In view of the fact that Ahmad appears to have Dr. Dowie 
in a corner, it may be possible that the latter will prefer to stay there 
rather than come out in the open and leave the World with great 
sorrow and torment.’ ” 


This quotation from the Commercial Advertiser of New York 
does not leave any necessity for the reproduction of the announcement 
itself. But it may be added that the notice is concluded with a long 
prayer in which Divine judgment is implored to decide between 
truth and falsehood. (The first sentence of this prayer runs thus :— 

\ 
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“T close these brief remarks with the following prayer. O 


powerful and perfect God, who hast ever been revealing and wilt 
ever continue to reveal Thyself to Thy prophets, do Thou give 
Thy judgment and show to Thy people the imposture and _false- 
hood of Dowie and Pigott, for Thy weak creatures having taken to 
human-worship and trusted in weak mortals like themselves, have 


fallen away from Thy path and are wandering in errors far from 
Thee.” / 


Thus did the Promised Messiah pray to God three and a half 
years ago to show to the world his truth and the imposture of a 
false claimant by His judgment, and it is to this Divine judgment 
that we now desire to call the attention of the public. 


In connection with this announcement the following facts 
should be specially noticed :— 


(1) It was not simply a challenge but, as the heading showed, it 
was a “prediction ” as to Dowie’s fate. 


(2) The following words which occur in this announcement are 
of the essence of the prophecy: “If the pretender to Elijahship 
shows his willingness by any direct or indirect means to enter the lists 
against me, he shall leave the world before my eyes with great sorrow 
and torment.” Thus according to the prophecy whether the challenge 
was accepted openly or tacitly, in either case his fate was “leaving 
the world with great.sorrow and torment.” 


(3) The effect of the Promised Messiah’s prayer was to be certain 
death for Dowie before the prophesier’s eyes and calamity to his Zion, 
though he might try to evade the challenge. The words of the 
announcement are: “Though he may try as hard as he can to fly 
from the death which awaits him, yet his flight from such a mighty 
contest will be nothing less than death to him, and calamity will 
certainly soon overtake his Zion.” Thus the prophecy declared that 
death awaited him* though he might try to fly from it by not 


accepting the challenge openly. 


(4) The Promised Messiah did not wait for a reply but addressed 
a prayer to God and implored Divine judgment to show the imposture 
of Dowie. . 
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Before this anncuncement was published, the previous challeng, ~ 


had already raised a question in the American press as to what reply 
Dowie had given. leferring to such questions and probably also 
to the later announc2ment Dowie wrote on the 26th September 1903 
in his Leaves of Healing : “ People sometimes say to me, why do you 
not reply to this, that or the other thing ? Reply ! Do you think that I 
shall reply to these gnats and flies. If I put my foot on them, I 
would ‘crush out their lives. I give them a chance to fly away and 
live” About the same time he in his vituperative manner referréd to 
the Promised Messiah as the “ foolish Muhammadan Messiah.” On 
December 12th, 1908, he wrote: If 1am not God’s Prophet, there is - 
none on God's earth that is,” and still persisting in his prophecy of the 
destruction of Muhajnmadans, he wrote in January next : “ My part is 
to bring out the peovle from the East and from the West, from the 
North and from the South, and settle them in this and other Zion cities 
until the time shall-:ome when the Mohammadans are Swept away. , 
. .. may God grant us that time.” He also published a vision on the 
5th of December 1903 in which, he related, he saw an angel who told 
him that he would triumph over his enemies. This vision related soon 
after the publication’ of the announcement which predicted for him a 


death in sorrow and ‘suffering was no doubt fabricated as a reply to the 
Promised Messiah’s prophecy. 


These and such‘other remarks made from time to time in the 
Leaves of Healing show clearly that though Dowie feared to accept | 
the challenge openly, yet he brought himself in opposition to the” 
Promised Messiah and indirectly accepted the challenge. The 
latter moreover had published his prayer to God imploring a Divine 
judgment, and since: he claimed that his prayers were accepted, his 
publication of the player was equiyalent to the publication of its 
acceptance. ‘ ¢ 


The publicatior. of the prophecy is, therefore, a settled fact, and 
now we have to see whether the prophecy was fulfilled. The prophecy 
indicated that Dowi> who was more than eleven years younger than 
the Promised Messi‘th would die in the latter’s life-time, that the 
man who lived like a king in palaces, at whose bidding thousands of 
men kneeled before him, whose wealth was counted by millions and 
who enjoyed tka mcst perfect health claiming not only that no disease 
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would affect him, but also that he could heal all kinds of disease}, that 
man would end his days in great sorrow and-suffering, and lastly that 
calamity would overtake his Zion. The fulfilment of these prophecies 
is so clear that it needs no explanation. The following facts relating 
to the circumstances of Dowie’s life at the time of the publ/cation 
of the prophecy and the change which the next few years produced 
will, we hope, cast further light upon the fulfilment of the prophecy. 
At the time of the publication of the prophecy in August 1903, {Dowie 
was the leader, according to his own statement, of over a hyndred 
thousand persons and counted his wealth over twenty million dollars 
which means in Indian money six crores and twenty-five lacs of 
rupees. He lived in a house whose preparation cost him nearly six 
anda half lacs of rupees and occupied the most expensiye and 
luxurious state-rooms when travelling. Two valets, three secr¢taries, 
a personal bodyguard and several sub-deacons attended his pérsonal 
wants in his journeys. He had a well-paid army of evangelists who 
worked in almost every country in the world. His factories ih Zion 
were in a most flcurishing condition. He was not only the owner of 
the whole city of Zion, but he was actually making plans for similar 
other cities. He was so strong and in such good health that he 
asserted that he would never become ill. For two years after the 
announcement of the prophecy. the star of his prosperity was still in 
the ascendant. But soon it began to decline. He was first stricken 
with a severe attack of paralysis. This was on the Ist Octobe 1905. 
A secon 1 attack of paralysisson the 19th December incapé'citated 
him for all work. As an invalid he removed himself to a tropic isle 
to regain health and left the charge of the Zion affairs in the; hands 
of his overseers. But this only proved to be the beginning 0; fresh 
and unthought of troubles. In his absence, his disciples dis:0vered 
that he had been guilty of the most serious offences. Some of th 
charges against him were that :— 


“ Dowie drank Scotch highhballs, telling friends the drifik was 
weak tea;’ kept wine and soda-water in his cellar. ese 


“Dowie planned band of seven ‘vestal virgins’ who were t» attend 
him. 


“ Shortage of 2,529,766 dollars in accounts of Zion, laid is Dowie 
by Voliva. 
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“ Presents of 35,500 dollars given to pretty Zion women by 
Dowie.” ' 


That these charges were valid is clear from the circumstance 


- that the whole body of his disciples turned against him and his own 


son and wife divulged his secret doings. Thus within a few months 
he lost his honor, wealth and the whole pody of his’ followers, and 
through disclosures made by his own disciples the world gazed upon 
the dark picture of his innet life. Dowie sought to regain his follow- 
ers by again appearing among them, but to his utter disappointment 
he found that in the city where thousands stood and kneeled at his 
bidding once, there was not a single person to receive him. He went 
to courts for the possession of Zion and its money, but met with 
despair on all sides. He appealed to his followers, but no one listened 
to his voice. Physically he was in the most distressful condition 
during the whole of this time. He could not walk or stand but was 
removed from one place to another by his negro attendants. Thus 
the three things in which he prided himself, viz., health, wealth and 


followers, were all gone, and from ahighly prosperous condition he _ 


was reduced to a most distressful one within the short space of a few 
months. Sorrow and suffering encompassed him all around and he 
found his hell in this very life. His disasters reached their climax. 
Soon after this he became a raving maniac, and this was the last stage 
of his life upon this earth. And the fulfilment of this grand prophe- 
cy is now completed with his death. 


5 Great was the fortune which Dowie attained but greater still 
was his adversity. Great was his rise but greater still his fall. He 
claimed that he was Elijah and forerunner of Christ and that he was 
divinely inspired but he was bitterly denounced by the whole body 
of his own followers who repudiated his alleged divine powers. 
He said that, as the messenger of Jesus Christ, he was free from sin 


and that his life was a pattern for others, but his most intimate. 


friends and his own son and wife ravealed the dark side of the 
picture of his life and showed that while he preached one thing he 
himself did the opposite. He asserted that disease was a sin and 
claimed to heal it by his prayer, but he himself was laid low by the 
worst diseases, paralysis and insanity, and neither his own prayers 
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nor those of his followers could heal him. He asserted that the 
Muslims would perish before his eyes, but he himself perished before 
the eyes of the Promised Messiah, in accordance with the latter’s 
clear prophecy. Never was man dashed from such prosperity to such 
adversity. 

The Divine judgment has been given in the case of Dowie 


and the prophecy regarding his end has heen clearly fulfilled. ( It 
foretold for him an end of great sorrow ¢ and suffering within the life-- 


time and before the eyes of the Promised Messiah. “He shall leave 
‘the world before my eyes with great sorrow and torment”: such were 


the plain and definite words of the prophecy and how clearly they 
have been fulfilled! ‘he words were uttered and published at a 
time when Dowie was at the height of prosperity, and no one could 
think that he would fall so low. But Almighty God knew the end 
that was in store for him and He also knew that his end must 
come in the life-time of the Promised Messiah. No mortal could 
know these things. God only knew them and He revealed these deep 
secrets of the future to His nest) Some time ago when we 
referred to this prophecy in connection with the disasters that befell 
Dowie before his end came, an“American newspaper remarked that 
there -was nothing extraordinary in the prophecy as any man could 


have safely prophesied that Dowie would ultimately come to ruin. It is 


easy to make such an assertion but it is impossible to prove it. How 
long did Dowie prosper in face of the bitterest opposition from the 
American Press and public ? In spite of what the newspapers wrote 
about him and in spite of what the people generally thought and* 
said of him, Dowie was daily becoming’ richer and making more 
and more followers. It was in spite of the opposition that he became 
the owner of a large city and twenty million dollars of money. In 


spite of the strong words in which his character was depicted in — 


the American Press, his followers continued to increase, and so rapid 
was the progress that within a few years he counted more thana 
hundred thousand persons as his followers and his missions were 
All these adherents were 
secured in the civilized countries of Europe and America. And he 
continued to win greater esteem and went on earning more and 
more wealth until he came in opposition to the Promised Messiah. 
If there is any body else who predicted that such a fate would he- 


at 
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fall Dowie, viz., that his end would be in great sorrow and suffering, 
and who also prophesied that the sorrow and sufferings which he 
predicted for him would overtake Dowie before his eyes and that 
he would perish in his life-time, then indeed the prophecy of the 
Promised Messiah loses its extraordinariness. But if no such person 
can be pointed out, it is the duty of every seeker after truth to accept 
the truth of him who announced it long before. In fact, the very 
circumstances which brought about Dowie’s ruin and death show 
traces of a Divine judgment in them for they were not in the ordi- 
nary course of events. The beginning of these was the attack of 
paralysis. This necessitated giving the control of Zion in other 
hands which was instrumental in turning away his followers from 
him by the disclosure of his secret doings. Had the control of Zion 
Temained in his own hands, the whole calamity would have been 
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averted, for none could know what he did secretly, and those who 


knew anything on account of their close relationship or intimacy 
could not have the moral courage to disclose it, for so great was the 
influence of Dowie upon his disciples that in his presence they knew 
nothing but implicit obedience and blind submission to him. He could 
turn out any body at his will and no one could question it, for he 
was taken to be doing all these things under Divine inspiration. In 
short, it was the attack of paralysis which led to the desertion of his 
followers and loss of Zion, and these in their turn contributed to his 
insanity and death, for his mind and body could not bear up under 
the heavy sufferings. The fulfilment of this wonderful prophecy is 
thus a sign from God of the truth of the Promised Messiah, let him 
who will accept it. 


We have stated facts only and now we place them before the 
public to draw such conclusion from them as is consistent with reason 


and justice. It is the duty of the press in particular to represent ss 


these facts in their true light before their readers. It was the Ai 


can and the English press which gave publication to the pEopheey’ es 


and the challenge, and hence a duty lies upon the press to give, in 
the cause of truth, a publication to the cireumstances which consti- 
tute a fulfilment of the prophecy. The mere circumstance that the 
contest was between a representative of the cross and a representative 
of the crescent and that it has ended in the latter’ s favour should 
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not be a hinderance in the way of any lover of truth, whether he is 
a Christian or an Atheist, to give true testimony in the case. Divine 


‘judgment has brought about the death of Dowie. Nor is this judg- 


ment inconsistent with the mercy of God, for in the death of one 
man there is life for many if they would have it. 


We would add here for further information two other prophecies 
relating to Europe and America recently published by the Promised 
Messiah. The first of these prophecies is regarding the occurrence of 
severe earthquakes and other terrible calamities and it is in the 
following words :— 


“ Bear in mind that Almighty God has informed me of earth- 
quakes in general. Know it for certain, then, that as earthquakes 
have come in America, Europe and Asia in accordance with my former 
prophecies, more will yet occur in diverse places, some of which 
would be so severe that the destruction wrought by them will be un- 
paralleled in the world’s history and will remind men of the destruc- 
tion of the judgment day. Death will make such havoe that streams 
of blood will flow. In fact, so great will be the destruction on the 
earth’s surface as the world has not witnessed before. Many places 
shall be turned upside down and they would present such scenes of 
devastation that one would think they had never been inhabited. 
Other calamities of a terrible nature from earth as well as heaven 
will come upon men, so that the wise men will be convinced of their 
extraordinariness. Then will men in great bewilderment begin to ask 
themselves what was going to happen. Many shall be saved and 
many shall be destroyed. The days are near, nay they are at the 
door, when the world shall see an unparalleled scene of devastation. 
Not only will great earthquakes come, but other calamities from 
heaven and earth will also visit the earth. All this will be brought 
about because men have forsaken God and with all their heart and 
all their soul they are bent low upon the world. HadI not come, 
these calamities would also have been put off for a while, but with 
my appearance the secret designs of the wrath of God have been 
made manifest, for He says that “punishment is not sent upon a 
a people until a Messenger is raised.”” ‘Those who repent shall be 


saved, and those who show fear before the calamity comes shall be. 


shown mercy. 
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“Do you think that you can be saved by your own plans? 
That can not be. Do not think that severe earthquakes have come in 
distant places in America and your country will be safe, for I see 
that greater distress is in store for you. Thou, O Europe! art not 


safe, nor thou, Q Asia! And ye that dwell in islands ! no self-made 


deity will assist you on that day. .I see cities falling down and I 
find inhabited places in ruin. The Omnipotent God has kept silence 
for a long time while detestable deeds were done in His sight, but 
now He will show His face with great awe. Let him who has 
ears hear that, that time is not distant. I strive hard to gather men 
under the protection of God, but it is necessary that the writing of 
Fate should be fulfilled. I say to you truly that the turn of this 
country is drawing near. The days of Noah will you again witness 
and the scene of Lot’s land you will see with your own eyes, 
But God is slow in sending His wrath. Repent that mercy may be 
shown to you. He who forsakes God is a worm, not a man, and he who 
does not fear Him is dead, not living.” 

: The second prophecy is regarding the” appearance of plague. 
The words of the prophecy literally translated run as follows: “ In 
Europe and other Christian countries a kind of plague will make its 
appearance which will be very severe.” It may also be added here 
that the appearance of plague in India was foretold by the Promised 
Messiah more than ten years before it was known in this country. 
And later still when the Punjab was yet almost entirely free from the 
plague, he published a vision to the effect that the plague would 
spread in the whole of the Punjab and that in this province its 
destruction would be heaviest. And now we actually see that the 
Punjab with a population which is less than one-eleventh of the 
whole population of India shows a plague mortality which is between 
one-third and one-half of the entire plague-mortality of the country. 
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Hagigqatul-Wahi 
The Philosophy of Divine Revelation 


Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad*® documented 208 Divine Signs which 
were publicly announced by him at the time when he received the rev- 
elations. In each and every case, these prophecies were beyond his con- 
trol and capability, and stood as the indisputable and undeniable evi- 
dence of the existence of God. These Signs were compiled in his book 
Hagiqatul-Wahi. Dowie’s miserable death in his lifetime was listed as 
Sign number 196, the English translation of which is reproduced here 
in its full length. 
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RRR a ROR RRR TNH 


& 
a Se A BIS ed ad at BN 
‘° 
4 
Sy 


. 1% 
° Oe gaa ca 


wwe ww ha at Wb eo oo i om 


The works of the Almighty have become manifest. 
Those who called [me] a disbeliever have been seized. 


Messengers, that it is certainly they who would be helped; and that ; 
it is Our host that would certainly be victori- 
ous. (Stirah as-Saffat) 


No Prophet has been sent, except that Allah has humiliated on his account { 
J a people who do not believe. Verily, Allah is with those who are righteous f 
and those who do good. And give glad tidings to those who believe that AS 
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{God Almighty that this comprehensive book, } 
which contains all kinds of verities and insights, 
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ABOUT THE PROMISED MESSIAH 


A GREAT VICTORY 


Dr. John Alexander Dowie—the False Prophet of 
America—Dies in Accordance with My Prophecy 


196. ONE HUNDRED NINETY-SIXTH sign? —Let it be clear that the 
man whose name is mentioned in the title was a bitter enemy of Islam. 
He also made a false claim to prophethood, and considered the Chief 
of Prophets, the Most Truthful of the True, the Best of Messengers, the 
Leader of the Pure, Bearer of Holiness, Muhammad, the Chosen One of 
God, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, to be a liar and an 
impostor. Because of his evil nature, he used foul and obscene language 
about the Holy Prophet™. In brief, because of his malice towards Islam, 
extremely evil traits were found in him. Just as swine see no value in 
pearls, so did he view the Islamic [concept of ] Taubid [Oneness of 
God] with contempt and wanted to destroy it. He believed Hadrat ‘Isa 
to be God and had such a passion for spreading the doctrine of Trinity 


1. In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful. [Publisher] 
2. We praise Him and invoke blessings [on His Noble Messenger]. [Publisher] 


3. » In the Epilogue, the Signs began to be numbered by mistake from Number 
1 when they should have started from Number 189. Thus up to this point, 
adding the eight Signs mentioned so far in this Epilogue, the total Number 
has reached 196 (Number 5 had been used twice by mistake). This is why this 
Sign has been assigned the Number 196. (Author) 

* As noted by the Promised Messiah* there is a numerical mistake in number- 
ing. In the Epilogue there are nine Signs after Sign Number 187. [Publisher] 


423 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over Prejudice 


D 


F3!) ied’>. . Se 
‘eee 


ikay 4 feat ae 
I tails Lepiamsiyy) Ott GAS, Se eof 
Cylons = Srl “Kise Lm Shep 
2%,, Usher Brie yf, Gi tr iy Pe 

| Bott le SS, el pe pieous 
a polit fet Soke er rbinsySysloe 
Be Ka & lies tan bri epssl iu 
| “ biel Pe pigheplde 
hel, SH KL asi Sent 7B x 
| gunilahs nba ra verte quips 
idly YH Lf Unt E psi ES prey) wr) 


eee aetinns ctor a bi 


| ores E-iewir| Sy 
Lad Lahde Sr yin) LE pine tyr) Oe, aif 
Bog ities CniiSorurigiss ir pL ote ‘AiG, ra| ©? 
Gov Sog iG We LE leat S fits fells 
& She Vad Eve lyrpe ty, 
Si. SAF pF or phe 2 Ci ase tae ip oy " - 
bra} Pe byakai “buhay ders, 7 Adee, ‘“ (fp 
~nberng hype a (te 


HAQIQATUL-WAHI—THE PHILOSOPHY OF DIVINE REVELATION 


634 HAQIQATUL-WAHI—THE PHILOSOPHY OF DIVINE REVELATION 


in the world, that though I have read hundreds of books by Christian 
clergymen, I have not seen such passion in anyone else. His newspaper, 
Leaves of Healing dated 19 December 1903, and 14 February 1907, con- 


tain the following sentences: 


I_ pray God for the day to come when the Crescent shall dis- 
appear. May God grant it! May God destroy it [ie. Moslem 


Abomination]. 


Again, in his newspaper dated 12 December 1903, considering himself 
to be a true Messenger and a true Prophet, he wrote: 


If] am not God’s prophet, there is none on God’s earth that is. 


In addition, he was an avid polytheist and used to say that he had 
received revelation that Yasui‘ Masih [ Jesus Christ] shall descend from 
heaven in twenty-five years. He believed that Hadrat ‘Isa was indeed 
God. Moreover, the one thing which caused great grief to my heart, as 
I have written, was that he was an extreme enemy of our Holy Prophet, 
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. I subscribed to his 
newspaper Leaves of Healing and was constantly aware of his foul and 
abusive language. When his insolence had reached the limit, I sent him 
a letter in English in which I invited him to a mubahalah | prayer duel] 
so that God may cause the liar among us to die during the lifetime of 
the one who is truthful. This invitation was sent to him twice, in 1902 
and again in 1903, and was also published in some well-known newspa- 
pers in America. Their names are written in the footnote below.' 
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No. NEWSPAPER DATE 


I 


2 


Chicago 
Interpreter 


28 Jun. 


1903 


SUMMARY OF NEWS 


The newspaper ran the headline, “Will 
Dowie come out for this contest?’ Printing 
my photograph side by side with that of 
Dowie’s, it reported that Mirza Sahib says 
that Dowie is an impostor, and that he prays 
for God to destroy and annihilate him in his 
lifetime. Then the newspaper quotes me as 
saying: “The way of distinguishing between 
the one who is an impostor and the one who 
is truthful is that both should pray to God 
that from the two, the liar should die in the 
lifetime of the truthful one? 


Telegraph 


5 Jul. 
1903 


The newspaper reports that Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of the Punjab, India, has challenged 
Dowie, the claimant of prophethood, to a 


mubahalah, and that this is to be undertaken 
by praying to God that whosoever of the 
two is a liar should die in the lifetime of the 
one who is truthful. 


Argonaut, 
San Francisco 


1 Dec. 
1902 


The newspaper ran the headline, ‘Prayer 
duel between Christianity and Islam’ and 
gives a summary of my letter to Dowie in 


which I wrote to him: “You lead a Jama‘at 
and I too have a large following. To decide 
therefore who from among us is truly from 
God we can both pray to the God we believe 
in. Then the one whose prayer is accepted 
should be considered to be truly from God. 
And, the prayer should be: “May God cause 
the one of us who is a liar to die earlier than 
the one who is truthful’ Surely, the paper 
says, this is a reasonable and just method to 
reach the truth. 
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No. NEWSPAPER DATE 


4 


10 


JUL 


12 


% 


SUMMARY OF NEWS 


Literary 20Jun. ‘The newspaper has printed my photo and 

Digest, New 1903 elaborates on the issue of mubahalah saying 

York that the two parties, Dowie and I, will pray 
to God that of the two of us whoever is a liar 
should die in the lifetime of the one who is 
truthful. 

New York 28 Jun. ‘Mubahalah between two claimants of 

Mail and 1903 Prophethood’ is the heading of the report 

Express published in the paper. The report then 
explains in detail what a mubahalah is. 

Herald 25Jun. The newspaper reports that Dowie has been 

Rochester we invited to a mubahalah, and then describes 
in detail what a mubahalah is. 

Record 27 Jun. ‘The newspaper published a news item about 

Boston ee the mubahalah. 

Advertiser 25Jun. Same as above. 

Boston 1903 

Pilot Boston 27Jun. Same as above. 

1903 

Pathfinder, 27Jun. Same as above. 

Washington 1903 

The Chicago 27Jun. Same as above and then in its issue of 28 

Inter-Ocean 1903 June 1903 the paper published both photos 
[my photo as well as that of Dowie] and 
gave details of the mubahalah. 

Worcester 28Jun. 

Spy 1903 

The 25 Jun. The newspaper has mentioned the mubaha- 

Miemnoeer Be lah and published photos of Dowie and me. 

Chronicle, Underneath my photo appears the caption, 

Rochester 


‘Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 
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14 


T5 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


430 


A newspaper 


. NEWSPAPER DATE 


SUMMARY OF NEws 


The newspaper mentions me as the Messiah 


of Chicago: of India who has invited Dowie toa 
name and mubahalah. 
date torn 
The 27 Jun. ‘The newspaper carries a news item about the 
Burlington 1903 cnnbaldicdh. 
Free Press 
The Chicago 28Jun. // 
Inter-Ocean 1903 
Albany Press 25Jun. // 
1903 
Jacksonville 28Jun. 
Times 1903 
Baltimore 25Jun. 
American 1903 
Buffalo 25Jun. VW 
Times 1903 
New York 25Jun, 
Mail 1903 
Boston 27Jun. WW 
Record 1903 
Desert 27Jun. WW 
English News 1903 
Helena Jul. " 
Record 1903 
The Groom- 17 Jul. " 
shire Gazette 1903 
Nuneaton 17 Jul. " 
Chronicle 1903 
Houston 3 Jul. " 
Chronicle 1903 
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No. NEWSPAPER DATE SUMMARY OF NEWS 


28 Savanna 29Jun. V// 
News 1903 

29 Richmond 1Jul. " 
News 1903 

30 Glasgow ly A Ole LL 
Herald 1903 

31 TheNew 26 Oct. The newspaper quotes me saying that if 
York 1903 Dowie accepts my challenge openly or 
Commercial even indirectly, he will die in extreme pain 
Advertiser and frustration, but if he does not accept 


the challenge, even then the town of Zion, 
which he built, will suffer great calamity. 


32 The Morning 28Oct. The newspaper mentions the mubahalah and 
Telegraph of 1903 my prayer against Dowie. 
New York 


These are the newspapers that have reached me. It seems from 
this multitude [of reports] that it must have been reported in 
hundreds of newspapers. (Author) 
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In the text of this »ubahalah, 1 had also invoked the curse of Allah 
upon the liar’ and had prayed to God Almighty to give His decision 
and thus expose the falsehood of the one who is lying. The text of this 
mubahalah, as 1 have just pointed out, was well publicized in some 
well-known American dailies. These newspapers belonged to American 
Christians and had no affiliation with me. The reason for my publish- 
ing this »ubahalah in the American press was that Dr. Dowie, the false 
Prophet, did not answer me directly. So, as a last resort, I got that text 
of the mubahalah published in the well-known daily newspapers of 
America, which are distributed all over the world in large numbers. It 
is only by the grace of God that the editors of these American news- 
papers—despite being Christians and hostile to Islam—published my 
article about the mubahalah so widely and with such enthusiasm that 
it became widely known throughout America and Europe, and its 
news even reverberated back to India. The gist of my mubahalah was 
that Islam is the true faith and the Christian doctrine is false, and I 
am the same Messiah from God who was to come in the Latter Days 
and was promised in the Scriptures of the Prophets. I also wrote that 
Dr. Dowie was false in his claim of prophethood, as well as in his doc- 
trine of Trinity, and that if he accepted the mubahalah he would die 
within my lifetime in great pain and misery. Even if he did not accept 
the challenge, he would still not be able to escape divine punishment. 
In response to this, the ill-fated Dowie published the following lines in 


1. I published an announcement in English on 23 August 1903, opposing Mr. 
Dowie. It says; ‘Iam about seventy years in age and Mr. Dowie, as he states, is 
a young man of fifty but I do not care for my age because this mubdahalah will 
not be decided by our ages but God who is the Most Supreme Authority will 
decide it. If Mr. Dowie flees from this confrontation—even then, the calamity 
will certainly befall his Zion soon. Now I finish this discourse with this prayer: 
‘O All-Powerful and Perfect God, who always reveals Himself to the Prophets 
and shall continue to do so, settle this matter soon and reveal the falsehood of 
Mr. Dowie to the people. I am certain that whatever You have promised me 
through Your revelation, shall be fulfilled definitely. O Almighty God, hear my 
prayer, You have all the powers: See English Announcement of 23 Aug. 1903. 
(Author) 
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English in one of the issues during December 1903, and also in the 26 
September 1903 and other issues of his newspaper: 


There is one foolish man in India, a Mohammedan Messiah, who 


persists in writing to me saying that the body of the Christ is bur- 


ied at Cashmizr, in India, and can be found there. People some- 


times say to me: “Why do you not reply to this, that and the other 


thing?” Reply! Do you think that I shall reply to these gnats and 


flies? If 1 put my foot on them I would crush out their lives. 


In his issue of 19th December, 1902, he wrote: 


My part is to bring out the people from the East and from the 


West, from the North and from the South, and settle them in 


this and other Zion Cities, until the time shall come when the 


Mohammedans are swept away. May God give us that time. 


In short, this man became more and more impudent after the publica- 
tion of my mubahalah, which had been published in Europe, America, 
here in India, and virtually throughout the entire world. For my part I 
only waited, for I was sure that God would decide between us as I had 
beseeched Him to do, and His decision would distinguish between the 
liar and the truthful." 

I kept praying to God asking for the death of the liar. Hence, God 


rs . . ag 
Almighty informed me a number of times that I would be victorious” and 


1. » Read page 3 of this Announcement. The gist of it is that on 23 August 1903, 
I had published an announcement in English, opposing Mr. Dowie. On re- 
ceiving revelation from God Almighty, I had written therein that whether or 
not Mr. Dowie does a mubdhalah with me, he will not escape God’s punish- 
ment and God will distinguish the true from the false. (Author) 

2. ¥& Footnote: On 9 February 1907, I received this revelation (JeY!l el Ll 
meaning: “You shall indeed be victorious’ And then on the same date I re- 
ceived the revelation kK.be Ess ae JIS YI wJ| meaning: “You shall be be- 
stowed another Sign that shall cause happiness and by which you shall be 


435 


FATH-E-AZEEM — The Power of Prayer over 


| Buccs ea Bi 


| ial AS rp Ealimretp hori (ie soho 


Lie Seti y jg A hipaa Moun, re, 
’ y 1 adm & AS red Lt 6 F3 
7 Je hectic Gre Lbs jl, — mae 


iS ahpu Ur forming we ANGI Gr wg 


Prejudice 


FN ndings <é 


A\ ap 


Serb lsvepe gy Wawgkeg rests) 14am 
- raid. PEM Lisa Ceol 
SCL oyrh! Nop lira ntiestinuh 
GULL A Lalli Oey Woes lic ipier 
<i AA bole, ite he eG yt soy, Vatu s 
LLhe pe ecai ppb P yb gree Cire off Lig) 
Lieve eerie Kio Igy 
ehne-le Eres yy. rege (Feel | 
I Stipe plissete | 
Fe Yb AS ow Lloyd le 
ke “Gb dete (efesk ‘tapeeacasiaae 


agi ye lashed, Series Ly (pin Ly) Sf, VU Lxalsyl 


Sorte a 3 "ist ee By Set) pst ret tee 
<b Mer 
kpabvilporcca loll ad gore zope | 


HAQIQATUL-WAHI—THE PHILOSOPHY OF DIVINE REVELATION 


A GREAT VICTORY—SIGN NUMBER 196 641 


the enemy would be destroyed. Then, just fifteen days before Dowie’s 
death, God Almighty informed me once again of my victory through 
His revelation which was published by me on the second page after the 
title page of the book, Qadian kei Arya aur Hamm [‘We and the Aryas 
of Qadian’] about a fortnight prior to Dowie’s death, which is as follows: 


Prophecy of a Fresh Sign 


God says: 
wi Ls ciinln OE ES Ab yt ost Be 
a ur Sie al 46x GE yes EF Yer Gr 6 UI ra Cx bx 
Bae eT as! 
I shall manifest a fresh Sign in which there shall be a great vic- 
tory. It shall be a Sign for the whole world. (That is, its manifes- 
tation will not be confined to India alone.) This will be caused 


by the hands of God and will be from the heavens. 


Let each eye eagerly await its manifestation, for God will soon manifest 
it. This will happen as a divine testimony that this humble one upon 
whom all nations are heaping abuse, is from Him. Fortunate indeed is 
the one who benefits from it. 


ANNOUNCED BY 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah, 
Dated 20 February 1907 


granted a great victory. Its meaning that was bestowed upon me was that in 
the eastern countries Sa‘dullah of Ludhiana had died from pneumonic plague 
after my prophecy and the mubdhalah in the first week of January. This was 
the first Sign, and the second Sign would be very much greater in which I 
would be granted a grand victory. So this was the death of Dowie which took 
place in the western countries. See the newspaper Badr dated 14 February 
1907 and thus that prophecy of Allah the Exalted was fulfilled in which it was 
stated _€ U3U5 Wi » UX ‘I shall show two Signs: (Author) 
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Now, it is clear that a Sign (which has resulted in a great 
victory) that can serve as a manifestly bright Sign for the 
people of Asia, America, Europe, and India, is only this 
very Sign of Dowie’s death.” 

The other Signs which have appeared as a result of my 
prophecies have been limited to the Punjab and India, 
and nobody in America or Europe knew about them. But 
this Sign, which emerged as a prophecy from the Punjab, 
reached all the way to America and found fulfilment in a 
person known by everyone in Europe and America. And 
no sooner had he died than the news of his death was con- 
veyed to India through telegrams. 

The news was published by The Pioneer (published from 
Allahabad) on 11 March 1907, and by the Civil and Military 
Gazette (published from Lahore,) on 12 March 1907, and 
by the Indian Daily Telegraph (published from Lucknow) 
on 12 March 1907. Hence, the news was published virtually 
around the globe. Such was the worldly status of this man 
that he was honoured like lords and princes. For instance, 
Mr. [Alexander Russell] Webb, an American who has 
become a Muslim there, once wrote a letter to me testify- 
ing that this man [Dowie] lives a very prestigious, princely 


1. ¥ Dowie died so quickly after this prophecy that only fifteen days had passed 
since its publication when his life ended. Thus, for a seeker after truth, this is 
a decisive proof that this prophecy was specifically about Dowie, because it is 
first written in this prophecy that it would be a Sign of a grand victory for the 
whole world and second, it is written that it would be manifested very soon. 
Thus, what could be sooner than this that after this prophecy the unfortunate 
Dowie could not even complete another twenty days before being returned 
to dust? The Christian priests who had raised a clamour concerning Atham 
should now definitely ponder over the death of Dowie. (Author) 
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lifestyle in this country. However, despite the prestige and 
fame that he enjoyed in America and Europe, it so hap- 
pened by the grace of Allah the Exalted that the text of my 
mubahalah against him was published by the major daily 
newspapers of America and became well known all over 
Europe and America. 

Moreover, after it became so widely publicized, the 
death and destruction concerning him that was foretold 
in the prophecy was fulfilled with such clarity that it is 
impossible to conceive anything more comprehensive and 
perfect. Every aspect of his life was stricken with calamity. 
He was found to be an embezzler and although he had pro- 
hibited the use of liquor in his teachings, he was proven to 
be an imbiber of alcohol. In a state of great despair he was 
driven out of Zion—the city which he had himself estab- 
lished at a cost of hundreds of thousands of rupees. He was 
also deprived of seventy million rupees which he possessed 
in cash. His wife and son turned against him, and his father 
even announced that he was a illigitimate son, and it was 
exposed before the public that his birth was illegitimate. 

As for his claim that he miraculously cured the sick, all 
such bragging and boasting were proven false, and he suf- 
fered every kind of humiliation. He was finally afflicted 
with paralysis and had to be carried about by men like a 
wooden plank. Soon afterwards, he went mad due to his 
intense grief and sorrow, losing total control of his senses. 
His claim that he had a long life ahead of him and that he 
was getting younger by the day, while others were getting 
old, turned out to be a mere deception. Finally, in the very 
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first week of March 1907, he died in a state of great distress, 
pain, and sorrow. 

Now, clearly, what greater miracle could there be than 
this—since my essential mission is to break the Cross and 
a great part of the Cross has been broken with his death? 
Since he was the world’s foremost defender of the Cross and 
claimed to be a Messenger, and used to say that all Muslims 
would be destroyed by his prayers, Islam would be annihi- 
lated, and the Ka‘bah would fall into ruins, God Almighty, 
therefore, caused him to perish at my hands. I also believe 
that the prophecy about the ‘killing of the Swine’ has been 
clearly fulfilled with his death, for who could be more dan- 
gerous than the one who makes a false claim of propheth- 
ood and eats the filth of falsehood like a swine? 

He himself wrote that nearly 100,000 wealthy people 
had joined him. The fact is that Musailimah, the Impostor, 
and Aswad ‘Ansi were nothing in comparison to him. 
Neither of them enjoyed the popularity he did, nor did they 
possess tens of millions of rupees like him. So I can swear 
by God that he was the same ‘swine’ whose death at the 
hands of the Promised Messiah had been foretold by the 
Holy Prophet, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him.! Had I not invited him to a mubahalah, or invoked 
the curse of God upon him, or published the prophecy 
regarding his ruin, his death would not have served as a 
testimony to the truth of Islam. 


1. ¥& Alhamdulillah [All praise belongs to Allah], for today, not only my proph- 
ecy but also that of the Holy Prophet, may peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him, was fulfilled with perfect clarity. (Author) 


HAQIQATUL-WAHI—THE PHILOSOPHY OF DIVINE REVELATION 


A GREAT VICTORY—SIGN NUMBER 196 645 


However, since I had published beforehand’ in hun- 


dreds of newspapers that he would indeed die during my 
lifetime, and I wrote time and again that Iam the Promised 
Messiah and Dowie is a liar, and that the proof of this 
would be that he would die in ignominy and despair 


within my lifetime, he accordingly met his death dur- 
ing my life. Can there be a more openly manifest miracle 


than this that testifies to the truth of the prophecy of the 
Holy Prophet, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him? Now, only he who is the enemy of truth will deny it. 
AS aly Je Plétlg [And peace be upon him who follows 
the guidance]. 


ANNOUNCED BY, 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah 
Qadian, District Gurdaspur, Punjab 
7 April 1907 


a 


1. ¥ Footnote: An American Newspaper has added an interesting joke and said: 
Of a certainty, Dowie will accept the mubdhalah challenge albeit with some 
modification. He would say: ‘I do not agree to the mubdhalah that the liar 
should die in the lifetime of the truthful one. But yes, I do agree to a com- 
petition in vilification. Whoever vilifies the most, and attains to the highest 
degree in this, that one should be declared the winner and understood to be 
the truthful one!’ (Author) 
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A GREAT VICTORY—SIGN NUMBER 196 647 


Sketch of 
Dr. John Alexander Dowie 


In state 
of health 
As afflicted 
by stroke 
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A Victory of Prayer 
Over Prejudice 


JUST FORTY-FIVE MILES NORTH OF CHICAGO, 
the city of Zion is home to 25,000 residents who practice 
a multitude of faiths. But in 1901, it was founded as a 
Christian utopia for the followers of Dr. John Alexander 
Dowie (1847-1907), a world-renowned and wealthy 
Christian preacher who grew a popular ministry based on 
faith healing. 


But Dowie’s vision was built on religious bigotry and 
exclusion. Claiming to be Elijah the Restorer, he sought 
“to smash every other church in existence.” He espe- 
cially despised Islam, which he condemned as a “force 
of the Devil,” calling Prophet 

Muhammad a  “forger” and 

“false prophet.” He announced if 
that “Mohammedanism must be ) 
destroyed.” 


In 1902, Dowie’s animus against 
Islam caught the attention of His 
Holiness Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
(1835-1908) of Qadian, India — 
founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community, who claimed to be the 
awaited Messiah for all religions. 
Ahmad responded to Dowie'’s 
prayers for Islam’s destruction 
with a prayer duel: “Mr. Dowie 
need not repeatedly announce 
his prophecy of the destruction 
of all Muslims, but should keep 
me alone in his mind and should 
pray that of the two of us, the one 


Z 
A 
(Za 


Muhammadan Messiah in India who has repeatedly writ- 
ten to me... and people ask me why | do not answer him. 
Do you imagine that | shall reply to such gnats and flies? 
If | were to put down my foot on them | would crush out 
their lives.” 


But from 1903 onward, Dowie saw a rapid decline of all 
his affairs. In October 1903, Dowie stood before thou- 
sands in Madison Square Garden to convert residents of 
New York City but suddenly lost his voice. When able to 
speak, he descended into vulgarity. “Hostile audience 
howls at Dowie” read the New York Times headline. 


Dowie's estimated net worth was 
equivalent to $800 million in to- 
day’s value. Soon, despite order- 
ing his followers to liquidate their 
assets and deposit money in the 
Zion City Bank to avoid expul- 
sion, his personal account became 
overdrawn by $20 million in to- 
day’s value. 


Dowie claimed ill health only 
visits the sinful, but in September 
1905 the faith healer suffered a 
stroke, rendering him paralyzed 
on one side and unable to walk. In 
April 1906, Dowie’s hand-picked 
successor, Wilbur Voliva, suspend- 
ed Dowie from office and church 
membership after _ investigating 
Dowie's “extravagance, hypocrisy, 


who is false may die before the His Holiness Mirza Ghulam Ahmad misrepresentations, exaggerations, 


other... If Mr. Dowie is true in his 
claim and Jesus is indeed god, this 
matter can be determined by the 
death of only one person; there is no need of destroying 
the Muslims of all countries. But if Mr. Dowie does not re- 
spond and offers a prayer according to his boasts and then 
is removed from this world before my death, this would be 
a sign for all the people of America.” 


Ahmad’s unique challenge to Dowie received coverage in 
more than 160 U.S. newspapers. “Creed against creed,” 
headlined the Alaska Nome Nugget (August 1, 1903). 
“The Rival Prophets,” proclaimed the New York Times 
(March 29, 1903). “Will Dowie fight this duel?” asked the 
Chicago Inter-Ocean (June 28, 1903). 


Dowie rebuffed the challenge, announcing in 1903: “I pray 
to God that the day may come near when Islam will be an- 
nihilated from the world. O God, make it happen—O God, 
make Islam perish!” He taunted Ahmad, saying: “There is a 


To learn more, visit Ei fl 
Bed 
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of Qadian, India (1835-1908) 
The Promised Messiah 


misuse of investment, tyranny, and 
injustice.” 


On February 20, 1907, Ahmad published an announce- 
ment that “God promised to show a great sign of His truth- 
fulness in the coming days.” On March 9, Dowie died in 
Zion penniless, abandoned by his wife and family, ousted 
by his church and the city he founded. “Great is Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, Foretold Pathetic End of Dowie,” read 
the Sunday headline of the Boston Herald on June 23, 
1907, among other newspapers. 


Today, on October 1, 2022, the same city Dowie built to 
exterminate Islam welcomes the Messiah’s Fifth Successor 
and World Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, 
His Holiness Mirza Masroor Ahmad, to inaugurate Zion’s 
first mosque. Zion now embodies the true spirit of reli- 
gious freedom and pluralism. Today marks a great victory 
for all Americans: prayer over prejudice, love over hatred, 
and truth over falsehood. 


rm AHMADIYYA 
req) MUSLIM COMMUNITY 
] y United States of America 
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Fath-e-Azeem (“Great Victory”) Mosque, 2700 Lewis Avenue, Zion, Illinois 60099 


The Messiah 
America Forgot 


A Brief Retelling of the Victory of Prayer over Prejudice 


John Alexander Dowie * 


+ Scottish-Australian faith healer. 

+ Born in 1847. Came to the US in 1888. 
+ Established Christian Catholic Church. 
+ Founded city of Zion, Illinois. 


5 His Rise 


followers worldwide. 
His Mission e 


In his literary organ, Leaves of Healing, Dowie 
proclaimed, “My part is to bring out the 


(equivalent) by 1902. 


people from the east and from the west, from 
the north and from the south, and settle them 
in this and other Zion cities until the time 

shall come when the Mahometans [Muslims] 


+ Muslim scholar from 


the promised, latter-d: 
religions. 


The Prayer Duel ry Comm nity ini S89) 
In 1902, in response to “prophet” Dowie’s 
prayers to destroy all Muslims, Ahmad 
challenged Dowie to a prayer duel. They 


x 


both would pray that whoever was false 
would die within the lifetime of the other 
and that the death be not by human hands. 


Ahmad further prophecied that Dowie r Prophecy Fulfilled 


would perish with “great sorrow and 
torment.” This duel was covered in over 160 
American newspapers. 


+ Was excommunicated 


° 


America Recognizes the Messiah’s Victory 


“Since the death of Dowie, the Indian 
prophet's reputation has soared, for 
did he not tell the death of Dowie, that 
it should take place within his (the 
Messiah) lifetime, should take place 


‘with great sorrow and torment. 


~ THE BOSTON HERALD 


“The outcome seems to have justified 
every word of it [Ahmad’s prophecy]. 
Mr. Dowie did leave the world with 
great sorrow and torment, his last days 
being full of wild hallucinations that 
made him very hard to manage.” 


~ THE NEBRASKA STATE JOURNAL 


The Boston Herald 


115 years later 


i: 


TODAY 


+ Claimed to be Prophet Elijah II & 
and the First Apostle to herald the 
Second Advent of Jesus Christ. 

+ Expanded church to over 100,000 


+ Grew net worth to $800 million 


are swept away. May God grant us that time.” 5 Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 


+ Born in 1835, claimed to be sent by God as 


+ Established the Ahmadiyya Muslim 


Within five years, Dowie: 
* Lost his fortune. Reduced to poverty. 
+ Suffered a paralytic stroke. Unable to walk. 


Qadian, India. 


lay Messiah for all 


from his own church. 


+ Was exiled from the city he founded. 
+ Left by his wife and son. Deserted by his followers. 
+ Died virtually alone at 60, with Ahmad still living at 72. 


“Dowie dies in the city he founded. 
Neither wife nor son, whom he had. 
repulsed, was at his bedside. ” 
~THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“Tt appeared to be a risky step for the 
Promised Messiah to defy the 
Restored Elijah to an endurance test, 
because the challenger was by fifteen 
years the older man of the two, and 
probabilities, in a land of plagues and 
fanatics, were against him as a 
survivor; but he won out.” 
~THE TRUTH SEEKER 


The Messiah’s Khalifa Comes to Zion 


TODAY, ON OCTOBER 1, 2022, the Fifth Successor to Ahmad, His 
Holiness Mirza Masroor Ahmad, World Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 


Community, inaugurates the first ever mosque in Zion. The city Dowie 
on prejudice now celebrates the victory of prayer and pluralism. 
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In honor of this great Divine Sign, Fath-e-Azeem is the name given to the recently built Zion 
mosque by Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih V, Mirza Masroor Ahmad*™. 


CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE FATH-E-AZEEM MOSQUE 


Given the city of Zion’s significance in the history of 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, it has long been 
a dream to build a mosque there. That dream became 


a reality in 2022. 


Establishment of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community in Zion 


The first Ahmadis on record to live in Zion, Illinois, 
consist of the then local missionary, the late Maulawi 
Shukar Ilahi Hussain, his wife Bushra Saeeda (passed 
away in 2010 at the age of 81), and their three chil- 
dren: Tanvir (married Dr. Naseer Ahmad of St. Louis 
in 1974), Bashir (died in the 1980s) and Kamar (lives 
in Florida). They moved to Zion on September 10, 
1965. 

Falah-ud-Din Shams, son of Khalid-e- 

Ahmadiyyat Hazrat Maulana Jalal-ud-Din Shams", 
then moved to Zion in August 1970, followed by his 
elder brother, Dr. Salah-ud-Din Shams (Feb 22, 1934 
- Jan 31, 1991). Several patients treated by Dr. Shams 
were original members of Dowie’s Christian Catholic 
Apostolic Church. 

Under the later presidency of Dr. Shams, the 
Zion Ahmadiyya Muslim Community was officially 
established in 1984 with the purchase of the historic 
Booker T. Washington Club located on 2103 Gabriel 
Avenue. The surrounding Ahmadiyya Muslim 


Communities of Waukegan, Illinois and Racine, 
Wisconsin were absorbed into the Zion chapter. 


Mosque Construction 


The journey towards the realization of a Zion Mosque 
began in late 2018 with the plans to build it with the 
traditional dome and minaret architecture. The local 
Zion Ahmadiyya chapter had acquired a parcel of 10 
acres located at the corner of 27th Street and Lewis 
Avenue. 

In 2019, the Ameer of the United States, Mirza 
Maghfoor Ahmad, made this a national project. He 
formed a National Mosque Committee to organize 
and oversee the entire effort, led by Falah-ud-Din 
Shams as its Chairman, along with the following com- 
mittee members: Rafiq Syed, Abu Bakr, Niaz Butt, 
Ahmad Khan, and Khalid Bajwa. They were assisted 
initially by Manzoor Rahman. Anwer Mahmood 
Khan took charge of the national fundraising efforts. 

The Committee selected a local professional near 
Zion, Calvin Cox, to be the mosque’s architect. His 
layout was based on the design prepared by Khalid 
Bajwa, the architect and member of the National 
Mosque Committee. Mr. Cox prepared the detailed 
drawings which were successfully reviewed and 
approved by the City of Zion and the applicable 
Lake County officials. 
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After attaining the necessary approvals, a con- 
tract was approved and signed in February 2021 
with All Chicago, Inc. to commence the construc- 
tion activities. As part of the Foundation Stone 
Ceremony held in July 2021, the Respected Ameer of 
the USA laid the brick received from His Holiness 
Khalifatul-Masih V**, and Dr. Hameed-ur-Rahman 
laid the brick he brought from the Mubarak Mosque 
in Qadian. In all, twenty-one bricks were laid by vari- 
ous individuals, including the Mayor of Zion and the 
Lake County Sheriff. 

The name that Khalifatul-Masih V* selected for 
the Zion Mosque is Fath-e-Azeem (A Great Victory) 
in honor of the momentous victory that took place 
before a global audience. It is a metal-clad building 
featuring a dome and a free-standing minaret of 
70 feet, which is yet to be constructed. The Fath-e- 
Azeem Mosque blends modern design with histori- 
cal and traditional mosque architecture, and it is the 
first building of its kind among all the mosques we 


have built in the United States so far. It is a cutting 


1 ee a” 


edge structure of 13,000 sq ft on 3 acres of land. We 
have left the balance of the seven acres for green area 
or possible future use. 

The Fath-e-Azeem Mosque features the following: 


O A main floor prayer hall for 150 people 
O An exhibition hall with interactive multi-lingual 
displays of our Community’s history 


O Adjacent toacommercial kitchen in the basement, 
a multipurpose hall for meetings and events with 
a capacity of up to 450 people 

O A library and administrative offices 


O Parking capacity for 90 vehicles 


As a Community, we would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank the Zion and Lake County adminis- 
trative officials for their invaluable services and sup- 
port. They provided immense insight and guidance 
throughout the approval and construction phases. 


The National Ameer of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA 


laying a brick during the Foundation Stone Ceremony 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE FATH-E-AZEEM MOSQUE 


_ EE ee a 


sam “ AHMADIYYA MUS LIM COMMUNITY 
ZION - 


4 


Foundation Stone Ceremony of Fath-e-Azeem Mosque (left to right): Junaid Latif, Director 
of Public Affairs, Zion Chapter; Abu Bakr, President of Zion Chapter; Falahud Din Shams, 
Chairman of the National Mosque Committee; John Idleburg, Lake County Sheriff; Billy 
McKinney, Mayor of Zion; Mirza Maghfoor Ahmad, National Ameer of the USA; Joyce Mason, 
Illinois State Representative; Maulana Azher Haneef, National Vice President; U.S. Congressman 
Raja Krishnamoorthi (Illinois); and Anwer Mahmood Khan, National Officer 
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In the above photo, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Khalifatul-Masih V*™ visits the exhibition hall of the Fath-e-Azeem 
Mosque where a beautiful coat of the Promised Messiah* was on display—connecting the past with the present. The coat 
was graciously displayed by Manzurur Rahman of Virginia for this auspicious occasion. 


Left to right: Naveed Malik, Tayyab Rashid, Ibrahim Ijaz, Amjad Mahmood Khan, Anwer Mahmood Khan, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad—Khalifatul-Masih V*™, 
Ameer Sahib USA—Dr. Maghfoor Ahmad, Ahsan Mahmood Khan, Furqan Siddiqui, and Dr. Bilal Rana 


A SYMBOL OF TRUE 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


Inaugural Address by His Holiness Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Khalifatul-Masih V** 


+ YN VE aa 
F f 3= Ana : 


IS UU: 


MAKHZAN 
TASAWEER 


INAUGURATION OF THE FATH-E-AZEEM MOSQUE, 
ZION, ILLINOIS, USA 
OCTOBER I, 2022 


Preface 


Keynote Address by Worldwide Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community at the Inauguration of Fath-e-Azeem Mosque in Zion, 
Illinois, USA on Saturday rst October 2022. 


On the rst of October 2022, the Worldwide Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community, the Fifth Khalifah (Caliph), His Holiness Hazrat Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad delivered the keynote address at a special reception held to commem- 
orate the opening of the Fath-e-Azeem Mosque (the Great Victory) in Zion, 
Illinois. His Holiness*” had officially inaugurated the mosque a day earlier with 
his weekly Friday Sermon. The reception was attended by more than 140 guests, 
including politicians, faith leaders, and local residents. The official transcript of 
the keynote address delivered by His Holiness** on this occasion is presented 
here. 
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem—in the name 
of Allah, the Gracious, Ever-Merciful. 


All distinguished guests, Assalamo Alaikum 
Wa Rahmatullahe Wa Barakatohu — may the 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon you all. 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of you for 
joining us this evening. Rather than being a 
worldly event, this is purely a religious func- 
tion hosted by an Islamic community, and so 
your participation is a testament to your open 
hearts, tolerance and broad mindedness. Thus, 
I am sincerely grateful to you all for joining us 
as we mark and celebrate the inauguration of 
our new mosque here in Zion. 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community was 
established in this city several decades ago, but 
we did not previously have a proper mosque in 
which to worship. Hence, today is a means of 
great happiness and significance for our com- 
munity. Indeed, it is vitally important for all 
religious communities to have places of wor- 
ship where their members can congregate to 
worship. In terms of Islam, we believe that hav- 
ing a mosque affords two over-arching bene- 
fits. Firstly, it enables Muslims to join together 
to worship God Almighty and to fulfil their 
religious duties and obligations to their faith. 
Islam instructs Muslims to worship five times 


daily. In addition, the second great benefit of 
building a mosque is that it serves to introduce 
Islam and its teachings to the wider community. 
If those who worship in the mosque earnestly 
strive to reflect and represent Islam’s teachings, 
it will naturally stir a curiosity and interest in 
Islam amongst the local people. Their knowl- 
edge and understanding of Islam will increase, 
and any fears or concerns they harbour will, 
God willing, dissipate upon seeing Muslims 
living peacefully amongst them and contribut- 
ing positively to society. So, it is to fulfil these 
twin objectives that the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community builds mosques worldwide. 
Moving on, some of you may wonder what 
distinguishes Ahmadi Muslims from other 
Muslims. In this regard, according to a great 
prophecy in the Holy Qur’an and as foretold 
by the Holy Prophet of Islam‘, it was destined 
that as the centuries passed by, Muslims would 
gradually move away from true Islamic princi- 
ples. Eventually, the majority would abandon 
its teachings and be Muslims in name only. At 
the same time, Allah the Almighty and the 
Holy Prophet of Islam, peace and blessing of 
Allah be upon him, gave the glad tiding that at 
a time of such spiritual decay, God Almighty 
would send a promised reformer to revive 
and rejuvenate the original teachings of Islam 
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and he would bear the title of the Messiah of 
Muhammad“. That messiah would proclaim 
that Islam’s teachings were of peace, love and 
harmony. He would urge all people to live 
together peacefully and to forge ties of mutual 
love and affection, irrespective of their differ- 
ent religious beliefs. As Ahmadi Muslims, we 
have firm conviction that the founder of our 
community, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
of Qadian*, was that very promised mes- 
siah and reformer who was foretold of in the 
Holy Qur'an and in the prophecy of the Holy 
Prophet of Islam. 

During his life, the founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community instructed 
his followers to convey the message of Islam 
by acting upon its teachings of love, benevo- 
lence and sympathy for all people and to win 
the hearts and minds of mankind. Indeed, the 
Promised Messiah* proclaimed that he would 
convey the teachings of Islam whilst walking 
upon the spiritual footsteps of the Messiah 
of Moses, the prophet Jesus*. Thus, like the 
prophet Jesus*, the Promised Messiah*, exhib- 
ited sympathy and compassion for mankind. 
His every word and deed were for the sake of 
peace and to cultivate a spirit of reconciliation 
in society. He reminded his followers that the 
very meaning of Islam is peace and security 
and that following his advent, Islam would 
return to its spiritual roots and would one 
day be recognised the world over as a religion 
of love, tolerance, peace and harmony. The 
Promised Messiah* explained, according to 
the teachings of the Holy Qur’an, that the wars 
in early Islam were entirely defensive in nature 
and fought in response to the gravest possible 
persecution. Never once during the blessed era 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad", or in the 
time of his four rightly guided successors did 


Muslim armies initiate warfare or inflict cruel- 
ties or injustices of any kind. Rather, any wars 
and battles they partook in were fought to end 
all forms of inhumanity and oppression. 

In the modern era, whilst geopolitical con- 
flicts continued to wreak havoc and destruc- 
tion in the world, the Promised Messiah* said 
that religious wars had ended. Hence, there 
was no justification for Muslims or people of 
any faith to fight in the name of their religion. 
Thus, let it be crystal clear that the objective of 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is not to 
conquer lands, seize territories, overcome cit- 
ies or vanquish nations. Nor in those lands or 
nations where our teachings and beliefs have 
been accepted in large numbers have we ever 
asserted a desire to gain political power or 
worldly influence. 

Our only mission and our sole aspiration 
is to win the hearts of mankind through love 
and to bring people closer to God Almighty 
so they become true worshippers of Him and 
fulfil the rights of one another. In a beautiful 
couplet, the Promised Messiah® affirmed that 
he had no desire for political power or worldly 
status. He wrote: “What can I have to do with 
any country, for my country is distinct from all 
others. What can I have to do with any crown, 
for my crown lies solely in the pleasure of my 
beloved.”! 

This complete indifference to worldly and 
political powers has remained the hallmark 
of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community ever 
since its inception and will continue to remain 
so in the future. We only yearn to convey 
Islam’s teachings of love and peace as we have 
for more than 130 years, and with the grace and 
mercy of Allah, many thousands of people join 
our community from all around the world each 
year. We have no grievance, quarrel, or enmity 


with any person or religion. As for those who 
stand against God Almighty or seek to destroy 
His religion, our answer will never be to take 
up arms or initiate violence of any kind. To 
the contrary, our only response will be to bow 
before Allah the Almighty in all humility. Our 
only weapon is prayer, and we are certain that 
Allah listens to our supplications. Indeed, the 
133-year history of our community bears wit- 
ness to this fact. 

Regarding freedom of belief and freedom 
of conscience, we firmly believe that religion 
and belief is a personal matter, and it is for each 
person to choose their own path. Ours is not a 
new position that we have assumed belatedly; 
rather, it is based entirely on the original teach- 
ings of the Holy Qur'an. 

As Iam sure you will be aware, recently, the 
British monarch, Queen Elizabeth II passed 
away and her son, King Charles III has suc- 
ceeded her. In the United Kingdom, one of 
the official titles of the monarch is Defender of 
the Faith. On various occasions, King Charles 
has expressed his respect for all religions. He 
has also expressed his desire to be known as the 
defender ofall faiths as opposed to the defender 
of the faith. This statement is undoubtedly 
praiseworthy and demonstrates the broad- 
minded nature and inclusive approach of King 
Charles. However, upon his ascension to the 
throne, some commentators speculated that 
such a modification to the language would not 
be universally welcomed within the Christian 
community, or indeed by some non-Christians. 
One headline stated that the King’s desire to 
defend and promote all faiths may prove to be 
wishful thinking. Whilst some may consider 
such efforts to foster religious harmony are 
futile or wishful thinking, in my view, defend- 
ing all religions and establishing true freedom 
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of religion and belief is, in reality, the foun- 
dation for establishing peace in the world. In 
this regard, I also commend the United States 
government for establishing, under the aus- 
pices of the State Department, The Office of 
International Religious Freedom, which now 
hosts an annual international summit to pro- 
mote global religious freedom. In terms of 
establishing world peace. 

A momentous and groundbreaking prin- 
ciple ensuring universal religious freedom is 
enshrined in chapter 22, verses 40-41 of the 
Holy Qur'an. In the verses, Allah the Almighty 
states: “Permission to fight is given to those 
against whom war is made because they have 
been wronged and Allah indeed has the power 
to help them. Those who have been driven 
out of their homes unjustly only because they 
said, “Our lord is Allah’” It further says, “And 
if Allah did not repel some men by means of 
others, they would surely have been pulled 
down cloisters and churches and synagogues 
and mosques wherein the name of Allah is oft 
commemorated. And Allah will surely help 
the one who helps Him. And Allah is indeed 
the Powerful, Mighty.” 

In the two verses that Allah the Almighty 


sas 


granted the Holy Prophet of Islam‘, permis- 
sion to fight a defensive war, He also made it 
categorically clear that permission was granted 
because the aggressors sought to eradicate reli- 
gious freedom from the world. Warfare was not 
permitted to protect only Muslims and their 
mosques or to further the cause of Islam; rather, 
the Quran explicitly states that if a forceful 
response to the injustices perpetrated against 
the Muslims was not forthcoming, no church, 
synagogue, temple, mosque or any other place 
of worship would remain safe. Thus, the Holy 
Qur’an is the only divine scripture that not 
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only grants absolute religious freedom to the 
people of all religions and beliefs but goes fur- 
ther by instructing Muslims and those who 
enter mosques to protect the religious rights 
of non-Muslims. It is that heavenly scripture 
which is the protector and defender of all reli- 
gions, faiths, and beliefs. It is these pure and 
all-embracing Islamic teachings that we strive 
to propagate to all parts of the world. 

In terms of this mosque, you may won- 
der why we have chosen to build a mosque in 
Zion. Obviously, the main purpose is the same 
as I have mentioned. Secondly, those well 
acquainted with the history of this city will 
likely be aware that the person who founded 
Zion was a Christian Evangelist, Mr Alexander 
Dowie, who claimed to have been sent by God 
from this city of Zion. Mr Dowie expressed 
great hostility towards Islam and hatred for 
Muslims, which eventually came to the atten- 
tion of the founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community, and he responded directly to 
Mr Dowie. Some of you may query why the 
Promised Messiah* used firm language whilst 
addressing Mr Dowie and question how this 
squared with his claim of preaching love and 
compassion. However, there is absolutely no 
contradiction between the peaceful teachings 
of the Promised Messiah® and his response to 
Dowie. The Promised Messiah* never once 
called for any form of violent or extreme 
reaction. Indeed, when he first became aware 
of Mr Dowie’s venomous pronouncement 
against Islam and its founder‘, the Promised 
Messiah* sought to reason with him respect- 
fully and to persuade him to show restraint 
and to respect the sentiments of Muslims. 
Conversely, it was Mr Dowie who sought con- 
frontation with Islam and was explicit in this 
desire. For example, Mr Dowie wrote, “I pray 


to God that Islam should soon disappear from 
the face of the earth. O God, accept my prayer, 
O God, destroy Islam.”” 

Furthermore, in his writings, Mr Dowie 
spoke with relish at the prospect of what he 
described as a great war between Christianity 
and Islam. He wrote that if Muslims did not 
embrace Christianity, they would meet with 
death and destruction. In response to such 
extreme rhetoric and vitriol, the founder of 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community® sought 
to ensure that thousands or even millions 
of innocent people were not harmed, which 
would have been the case if Mr Dowie’s desire 
for religious wars between Christians and 
Muslims was realised. Accordingly, he chal- 
lenged Mr Dowie to a prayer duel. He said 
that rather than call for the death and destruc- 
tion of all Muslims, he and Mr Dowie should 
both engage in solemn prayer and pray to God 
that whichever of them was a liar should die 
in the life of the other party. This was actually 
an act of compassion, and a means to diffuse 
the situation. Rather than risk an all-out con- 
frontation between Muslims and Christians, 
the Promised Messiah* asserted that he and 
Mr Dowie should resort to prayer and leave 
the matter in the hands of God Almighty. It 
was a fair and peaceful means to determine the 
truth. It is no exaggeration to state that it was 
a magnificent example of restraint in the face 
of immense provocation and hostility. Upon 
receiving the challenge, Mr Dowie responded 
by describing the Promised Messiah* in the 
most offensive of terms. 

It is recorded that Mr Dowie said, “In 
India there is a Mohammadan Messiah who 
keeps on writing to me. Do you think that I 
should answer such gnats and flies? If I were to 
put my foot on them, I would crush them to 


death.”? The Promised Messiah* reiterated his 
challenge, and it received widespread publicity 
in the United States and elsewhere. Journalists 
reported on Mr Dowie’s towering status in 
his community, his wealth and power, and 
compared it unfavourably with the Promised 
Messiah*, who they noted was from a distant 
and remote village in India and whose wealth 
and worldly power were no match against Mr 
Dowie. Furthermore, in purely physical terms, 
Mr Dowie was younger and in better health 
than the Promised Messiah*, yet despite the 
discrepancy in material terms, the founder of 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community never hes- 
itated, never took a backwards step or consid- 
ered withdrawing his challenge, and against all 
worldly odds, the result soon became apparent 
in his favour. In quick succession, Dowie lost 
his supporters, wealth, and physical and men- 
tal faculties. He ultimately suffered what the 
US media described as a pathetic end. Indeed, 
the US media of the time deserves credit 
because their journalists reported honestly on 
the outcome. For example, a famous Boston 
Herald headline declared that “Great is Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad the Messiah.” 

In short, the founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community never sought to assert 
his views or values upon anyone forcefully, nor 
did he ever consider responding to the hatred 
of Mr Dowie or other opponents of Islam with 
physical force or might. For Ahmadi Muslims, 
this incident serves as a sign for the truth of 
our founder, and so in this respect, the city of 
Zion holds a significant place in our history. 
Due to the limits of time, I cannot go into 


A SYMBOL OF TRUE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


further detail; however, a special exhibition 
about the prayer duel has been set up at this 
mosque, and so if you wish to learn more, you 
can visit before you leave or you might have 
visited it already. 

In conclusion, today, the followers of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad’*, the Promised 
Messiah and Mahdi, the Guided One, offer 
thanks to Allah the Almighty that we are 
inaugurating the Fath-e-Azeem Mosque, the 
Mosque of the Grand Victory in Zion as a 
symbol of true religious freedom. Its doors 
open with an enlightened message pronounc- 
ing that the religious rights and peaceful 
beliefs of all people and communities are to be 
forever protected and cherished. It is the par- 
amount objective of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community to direct mankind to the path of 
spiritual salvation and to ensure that all people, 
irrespective of their caste, creed or colour, live 
together with a spirit of goodwill and harmony, 
and in true peace and security. 

From the depth of my heart, I pray that 
this mosque will, God-willing, always serve 
as a beacon of peace, tolerance and love for all 
mankind. I pray it proves to be a place where 
people congregate in all humility to recognise 
their creator, to bow before him and to fulfil the 
rights of mankind, for we earnestly believe that 
we can only be successful and prosperous if we 
fulfil the rights of worship of God Almighty 
and the rights of humanity. With these words, 
I wish to once again thank you all for joining 
us this evening. May Allah Almighty bless you 
all, Aameen. 


1. Barahin-e-Ahmadiyya (English translation), Part 5, p. 193, published by Islam International 


Publication Ltd. 2018 
2. Leaves of Healing, February 14, 1903 
3. Leaves of Healing, December 27, 1903 
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On 1st October 2022, the World Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, 
the Fifth Khalifa (Caliph), His Holiness, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad 
delivered the keynote address at a special reception held to commemorate 
the opening of the Fath-e-Azeem Mosque (the Great Victory) in Zion, Illinois. 
His Holiness had officially inaugurated the Mosque a day earlier with his 


weekly Friday Sermon. 


The reception was attended by more than 140 guests, including politicians, 


faith leaders, and local residents. 


The highlight of the event was the keynote address delivered by Hazrat 
Mirza Masroor Ahmad during which he spoke of the grand prophecy of the 
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Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) regarding John Alexander Dowie, 


founder of the city of Zion, and how it was fulfilled. 


His Holiness mentioned how the response and reaction of the Promised 
Messiah (peace be upon him) to Dowie’s hatred for Islam, more than a 


century before, was a “magnificent example of restraint in the face of 


immense provocation and hostility, ”. 


Throughout his address, His Holiness spoke of the vital importance of 


religious freedom within society. 


Introducing the mission of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him), His 
Holiness said that he came according to the prophecies of the Holy Quran 
and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) to revive the 
teachings of Islam at a time when Muslims had moved away from the 


spiritual roots of Islam. 


Explaining the message of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him), 


Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad stated: 
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“The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) proclaimed that he would 
convey the teachings of Islam, whilst walking upon the spiritual footsteps 
of the Messiah of Moses, the Prophet Jesus (peace be upon him). Thus, like 
Prophet Jesus, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) exhibited 
sympathy and compassion for mankind. His every word and deed were 
for the sake of peace and to cultivate a spirit of reconciliation in society. 
He reminded his followers that the very meaning of ‘Islam’ is ‘peace and 
security’. And that, following his advent, Islam would return to its 
spiritual roots and would, one day, be recognised the world over as a 


religion of love, tolerance, peace and harmony.” 


MAKHZAN® 
TASAWEER 
IMAGE LIBRARY 


Press &¢ Media Office, Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 


@ +44 2085447678 office@pressahmadiyya.com @) 
thera Unit A3, Coxbridge Business Park, 
© MARIUS SSSEISLLCCTST fares Endeavour Place, Farnham, GU10 SEH 
0 OG @pressahmadiyya 


470 


PRESS RELEASE OF THE INAUGURAL DINNER 


His Holiness further explained that the wars fought by the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) and the four Rightly Guided 
Caliphs that succeeded him were defensive in nature and never once did they 


initiate warfare or inflict cruelties or injustice of any kind. 


Rather, His Holiness said, “any wars or battles they partook in were fought 


to end all forms of inhumanity and oppression.” 


In light of this, highlighting the entirely peaceful objectives of the Ahmadiyya 


Muslim Community, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 


“Let it be crystal clear that the objective of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community is not to conquer lands, seize territories, overcome cities or 
vanquish nations. Nor, in those lands or nations where our teachings and 
beliefs have been accepted in large numbers have we ever asserted a 
desire to gain political power or worldly influence. Our only mission and 
our sole aspiration is to win the hearts of mankind through love and to 
bring people closer to God Almighty so they become true worshippers of 
Him and fulfil the rights of one another.” 
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MAKHZAN 


TASAWEER 


Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad quoted a couplet of the Promised Messiah 
(peace be upon him) which affirms that he desired no political or worldly 


status. 


The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) wrote: 


“What can I have to do with any country? For, my country is distinct 


from all others. 


“What can I have to do with any crown? For, my crown lies solely in the 


pleasure of my Beloved.” 


Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 


“This complete indifference to worldly or political power has remained 


the hallmark of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community ever since its 
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inception and will continue to remain so in the future. We only yearn to 
convey Islam's teachings of love and peace, as we have for more than 130 
years... We have no grievance, quarrel or enmity with any person or any 
religion. As for those who stand against God Almighty or seek to destroy 
His religion, our answer will never be to take up arms or initiate violence 
of any kind. To the contrary, our only response will be to bow before Allah 
the Almighty in all humility. Our only weapon is prayer, and we are 
certain that Allah listens to our supplications. Indeed, the 133-year 


history of our community bears witness to this fact.” 
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Speaking on the theme of religious freedom, during his address, His Holiness 
appreciated the fact that the new monarch of the United Kingdom, King 
Charles has expressed, in the past, a desire to be known as the Defender of 


all Faiths’, as opposed to the ‘Defender of the Faith’. 


Commenting upon the fact that this change in language has been described 
as potentially ‘wishful thinking’ in the media and unlikely to be universally 


welcomed, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 


“Whilst some may consider such efforts to foster religious harmony as 
futile or ‘wishful thinking’, in my view, defending all religions and 


establishing true freedom of religion and belief is, in reality, the 


foundation for establishing peace in the world.” 


Speaking of Islam’s emphasis on establishing world peace and religious 
freedm, His Holiness said chapter 22 verses 40 and 41 of the Holy Quran 
contain a “momentous and ground-breaking principle, ensuring 


universal religious freedom.” 
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Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad explained the verses and said: 


“The Quran explicitly states that if a forceful response to the injustices 
perpetrated against the Muslims was not forthcoming, no church, 
synagogue, temple, mosque or any other place of worship would remain 
safe. Thus, the Holy Quran is the one divine scripture that not only grants 
absolute religious freedom to the people of all religions and beliefs but 
goes further, by instructing Muslims and those who enter Mosques to 
protect the religious rights of non-Muslims. It is that heavenly scripture 


which is the protector and defender of all religions, faiths and beliefs.” 


_ The Inauguration of 
Fath-e-Azeem Mosque 


His Holiness went on to speak about the City of Zion and how its founder, 
John Alexander Dowie expressed severe prejudice against Islam. Upon his 
vile abuse of Islam and its Holy Founder, the Promised Messiah (peace be 


upon him) directly responded to him. 
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His Holiness said some people may question why the Promised Messiah 


(peace be upon him) used firm language against Mr Dowie whilst claiming 


to preach love and compassion, however there is no such contradiction. 


Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 


“The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) never once called for any 
form of violent or extreme reaction. Indeed, when he first became aware 
of Mr Dowie’s venomous pronouncements against Islam and its Founder 
(peace and blessings be upon him), the Promised Messiah (peace be upon 
him) sought to reason with him respectfully and to persuade him to show 


restraint and to respect the sentiments of Muslims.” 


However Mr Dowie continued his intense vilification of Muslims and called 


for their extinction. 


His Holiness quoted Mr Dowie, who said: 
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“I pray to God that Islam should soon disappear from the face of the 


earth. O God, accept my prayer. O God, destroy Islam!” 


Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 


“He [Dowie] wrote that if Muslims did not embrace Christianity, they 
would meet with death and destruction. In response to such extreme 
rhetoric and vitriol, the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
(peace be upon him) sought to ensure that thousands or even millions of 
innocent people were not harmed, which would have been the case if Mr 
Dowie’s desire for a religious war between Christians and Muslims was 
realised. Accordingly, he challenged Mr Dowie to a prayer duel. He said 
that rather than call for death or destruction, he and Mr Dowie should 
both engage in solemn prayer and pray to God that whichever of them 


was a liar should die during the life of the other party.” 


Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad continued: 
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“This was actually an act of compassion and a means to defuse the 
situation. Rather than risk an all-out confrontation between Muslims 
and Christians, the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) asserted that 
he and Mr Dowie should resort to prayer and leave the matter in the 
Hands of God Almighty. It was a fair and peaceful means to determine the 
truth. It is no exaggeration to state that it was a magnificent example of 


restraint in the face of immense provocation and hostility.” 


When Dowie received the challenge, he did not desist from his previous 
ways. In fact, as per his hateful ways, he went on to compare the Promised 
Messiah (peace be upon him) to ‘gnats and flies’ whom he would ‘crush to 


death’ were he to put his foot on them. 
Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 


“The Promised Messiah reiterated his challenge and it received 
widespread publicity in the United States and elsewhere. Journalists 
reported on Mr Dowie’s towering status in his community, his wealth and 
power and compared it unfavourably with the Promised Messiah (peace 
be upon him), who they noted was from a distant and remote village in 
India and whose wealth and worldly power were no match for Mr Dowie. 
Furthermore, in purely physical terms, Mr Dowie was younger and in 
better health than the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him). Yet, 
despite the discrepancy in material terms, the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community never hesitated, never took a backward step or 


considered withdrawing his challenge.” 
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Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 


“Against all worldly odds, the result soon became apparent in his favour. 
In quick succession, Dowie lost his supporters, wealth and physical and 
mental faculties. He ultimately suffered what the US media described as 
a ‘pathetic end’... A famous Boston Herald headline declared that: ‘Great 
is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, The Messiah’. In short, the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community never sought to assert his views or values 
upon anyone forcefully. Nor did he ever countenance responding to the 
hatred of Mr Dowie or other opponents of Islam with physical force or 
might. For Ahmadi Muslims, this incident serves as a sign of the truth of 
our Founder, and so, in this respect, the city of Zion holds a significant 


place in our history.” 
Concluding his address, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 


“Today, the followers of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised 
Messiah and Mahdi (the Guided One) offer thanks to Allah the Almighty 
that we are inaugurating the Fath-e-Azeem Mosque (The Mosque of the 
Grand Victory) in Zion as a symbol of true religious freedom. Its doors 
open with an enlightened message pronouncing that the religious rights 
and peaceful beliefs of all peoples and communities are to be forever 
protected and cherished. It is the paramount objective of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community to direct mankind to the path of spiritual salvation 
and to ensure that all peoples, irrespective of their caste, creed or colour, 
live together with a spirit of goodwill and harmony and in true peace and 


security.” 
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Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad further stated: 


“From the depths of my heart, I pray that this Mosque will, God Willing, 
always serve as a beacon of peace, tolerance and love for all mankind. I 
pray it proves to be a place where people congregate, in all humility, to 
recognise their Creator, to bow before Him and to fulfil the rights of 
mankind. For, we earnestly believe that we can only be successful and 
prosperous if we fulfil the rights of worship of God Almighty and the 
rights of humanity.” 


Prior to the address, attendees heard from a number of guest speakers who 


took to the stage. 


Honourable Billy McKinney, Mayor of Zion said: 


“It's an absolute honour and privilege for me to welcome His Holiness 


Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, the world leader of the Ahmadiyya 
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Muslim Community to the City of Zion for the inauguration of the Fath-e- 
Azeem Mosque. We are truly honoured that you have travelled thousands 
of miles to be with us here this evening here Zion... This [the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community] is a community that reveres the Prophet of Islam 
Muhammad, who made a covenant with Christians, promising that his 
followers would help and support Christians in repairing their churches 
and would even lay down their lives to protect and defend those churches 
from any threat... This is the creed and tradition that the Ahmadiyya 
muslim community embodies here today in the City of Zion. Blessed to be 
guided by His Holiness. The community has reached out to people of all 
faiths with a message of peace, justice, universal human rights and 


service to humanity.” 


Presenting the key of the city to His Holiness, Honourable Billy McKinney 


said: 


“It is with deep gratitude for the outstanding services rendered by the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim community to the City of Zion and your commitment 
to furthering the development of the city and improving the well-being of 
its people, that we present the key of the City of Zion to His Holiness.” 


Later, His Holiness expressed his gratitude for the gesture and said: 


“I thank the mayor for giving me the key of this town and I am sure that 


now the key of this town is in safe hands.” 


Representative Joyce Mason, member of the Illinois General Assembly said: 
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“His Holiness is a leading Muslim figure for promoting peace who, in his 
sermons, lectures, books and personal meetings, has continually 
advocated the Ahmadiyya Muslim values of service to humanity, 
universal human rights, and a peaceful and just society. He has spoken 
to lawmakers and other leaders around the world, emphasizing peaceful 
coexistence. His Holiness is also a champion of women's rights. As I can 
personally attest from spending time with the Ahmadi Muslim Women of 
Zion. The female members of this community command respect and are 
integral to the life of the community. The building of this mosque is living 
proof of that. Nearly half of the money raised for construction was from 
Ahmadi Muslim women. How special is that? The City of Zion is fortunate 
that such a peace-loving and service-oriented community has decided to 
settle down here and build such a beautiful mosque. It is my fervent wish 
that this mosque become a beacon of hope, not just for this city, but for 


all around.” 


Honourable Joyce Mason provided official commendation for Fath-e-Azeem 


Mosque on behalf of the 61st District of Illinois General Assembly. 
Honourable Joyce Mason said: 


‘Tam introducing a House Resolution congratulating the Community on 
the inauguration of the New mosque, and I'm grateful to be part of this 


joyous day and part of this very special community.” 
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U.S. Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Illinois) recorded an official 
statement in the Congressional Record recognizing the historic milestone of 


inauguration of Fath-e-Azeem Mosque and honouring the visit of Huzoor to 


=a 


the United States. 


Honourable Raja Krishnamoorthi said: 


‘I'm so thrilled to be part of his arrival (of His Holiness) that we entered 
into the congressional record of the United States, a commemoration of 
this historic day that will live on in history to remember what happened 
today and this joyous occasion. The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is 


some of the finest people you'll ever meet. They have dedicated 
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themselves to service from their establishment of hospitals to schools, to 
blood drives, to helping people in need, to going to natural disasters. His 
Holiness, you would be very impressed that these people live out and 
embody the very values, the very values that you preach and that you talk 
about every single day... I believe that the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
community, one of the finest communities, America and the world, 


dedicates itself in service to humanity.” 


Dr. Katrina Lantos Swett, professor at Tufts University and president of the 


Lantos Foundation for Human Rights and Justice said: 


“I know of no other community of faith that I've ever encountered who so 

fully embody the teachings that they profess, who strive in a profound 
way every day to live the high ideals and the deep principles that are at 
the very foundation of their life. And I think those of us in this room, know 
that that spirit, that commitment, of course, comes from God, but it really 
also flows from your extraordinary leader, His Holiness. And I just feel so 
lucky, so privileged, so uplifted, and so blessed to be here with all of you 
today.” 
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Speaking of her experience of hearing about the prayer duel, Dr Katrina 


Lantos Swett said: 


“At first you sort of say, wait, that really happened? That really 
happened. And one of the things that I found so fascinating about the 
story was that in a time long before everybody had their little handheld 
devices and their cell phones in their computers, this prayer duel went 
viral. It really did become sort of a phenomenon in the world... This 
beautiful mosque, which is now being inaugurated this weekend, is, in 
fact, called the Fath-e-Azeem Mosque, which means a great victory, 
because the victory in that prayer duel went yes, to the Ahmadis. Yes, to 
the first founder and leader of the Ahmadi community. But really, I think 
we would have to say that the victory went to humanity as well, because 
it was a victory for respect, for love, for tolerance, for all of those virtues 


that we now see embodied in this marvellous community.” 
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PRESS RELEASE OF THE INAUGURAL DINNER 


Prior to the formal proceedings, His Holiness held several meetings with 


media and dignitaries. 


End 


Further Information: media@pressahmadiyya.com 
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Two prophets, century-old prayer duel inspire 
Zion mosque 


By DEEPA BHARATH October 1, 2022 


1 of 30 
A member of the Zion Ahmadiyya Muslim community attends Friday prayer in Zion, Ill., on Friday, Sept. 16, 2022. A 


century after the Ahmadis’ prophet, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, challenged Zion's founder, John Alexander Dowie, a 
Christian faith healer, to a prayer duel, the community has built their first official mosque in the city. (AP Photo/Jessie 


Wardarski) 


ZION, Illinois (AP) — A holy miracle happened in Zion 115 years ago. Or so millions of Ahmadi 
Muslims around the world believe. 


The Ahmadis view this small-sized city, 40 miles north of Chicago on the shores of Lake 
Michigan, as a place of special religious significance for their global messianic faith. Their 
reverence for the community began more than a century ago -- with fighting words, a prayer 
duel and a prophecy. 


Zion was founded in 1900 as a Christian theocracy by John Alexander Dowie, an evangelical and 
early Pentecostal preacher who drew thousands to the city with his faith healing ministry. The 
Ahmadis believe their founder, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, defended the faith from Dowie’s verbal 
attacks against Islam, and defeated him in a sensational face-off armed only with prayers. 


Most current residents may not have an inkling of that high-stakes holy fight of a bygone era. 
But, for the Ahmadis, it is one that has created an eternal bond with the city of Zion. 
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This weekend, thousands of Ahmadi Muslims from around the world have congregated in the 
city to celebrate that century-old miracle and a significant milestone in the life of Zion and of 
their faith: The building of the city’s first mosque. 


Dowie was born in Scotland in 1847. His family immigrated in 1860 to Australia, where he was 
ordained and became pastor of a Congregational church. 


Dowie left Australia in 1888 for the United States where he grew in popularity with his healing 
ministry. Stories of Dowie’s miracles abound, including one about Sadie Cody, a niece of Buffalo 
Bill Cody, a celebrity known for his Wild West Show, who said her spinal tumor was healed by 
Dowie’s prayers. 


With money accumulated from the faithful, Dowie bought 6,000 acres of land in Lake County, 
Illinois, hoping to establish a Christian utopia. Dowie’s laws forbade gambling, theaters, 
circuses, alcohol and tobacco. He also banned swearing, spitting, dancing, pork, oysters and tan- 
colored shoes. Whistling on Sunday was punishable by jail time. 


The massive 8,000-seat Shiloh Tabernacle, built in 1900, became Zion’s religious center. It was 
there that Dowie appeared with his flowing white beard, robed in the brightly embroidered 
garments of an Old Testament high priest, and declared himself “Elijah the Restorer.” 


While he welcomed Black people and immigrants into Zion, Dowie had harsh words for 
politicians, medical doctors and Muslims, which he expressed in his journal. 


In 1902, Dowie wrote: “This is my job to gather people from the East and West, North and South 
and inhabit Christians in this Zion City as well as other cities until the day comes when the 
Mohammedan religion is totally wiped out of this world. Oh God show us the day.” 


In his palms on a recent September day, Tahir Ahmed Soofi cradled a crumbling, yellow 
newspaper from the 1900s bearing Dowie’s image. 


“Dowie is a part of our history, too,” said Soofi, president of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community’s Zion chapter, as he arranged these relics in glass displays that will become part of 
the new mosque’s museum. The community has named this mosque Fath-e-Azeem, which 
means “a great victory” in Arabic. 


The $4 million building, with a large prayer hall and plush carpeting, will replace their older, 
retrofitted center less than two miles away, which has been the community’s home since 1983. 


As he got the new space ready for the Oct. 1 inauguration, Soofi recounted the tale passed down 
to generations of Ahmadis. When Ahmad, the religion’s founder who lived in Qadian, India, 
heard about Dowie’s angry proclamations against Muslims, he urged him to stop, Soofi said. 


Ahmadis believe that their founder, who was born in 1835, was the promised reformer the 
Prophet Muhammed predicted and the metaphorical second coming of Jesus Christ. 


Soofi said when Dowie ignored Ahmad’s pleas, in 1902, he challenged Zion’s founder to a 
“prayer duel.” 


SELECT HEADLINES 


In The New York Times and other U.S. publications at the time, this challenge was built up as a 
battle between two messiahs — to ascertain who was the true prophet and which was the true 
religion. Ahmad asserted in writing that, “whoever is the liar may perish first.” 


Dowie refused to acknowledge Ahmad’s challenge and scoffed at his statements that Jesus was 
human, survived the crucifixion and lived out the rest of his life in Kashmir. He shot back 
writing: “Do you think that I should answer such gnats and flies?” 


In the following years, Dowie’s fortunes began to fade. In 1905, one of his top lieutenants, 
Wilbur Voliva, took over leadership of the church after Dowie was accused of extravagance and 
misusing investments. Dowie’s health suffered thereafter. He died in 1907 after a paralytic 
stroke, at age 60. 


While Ahmad died a year after Dowie passed, at age 73, his followers saw Dowie’s downfall and 
death as a great victory for their founder and faith. 


For Ahmadis worldwide, the result of this prayer duel reaffirmed the truth of their messiah’s 
claims, said Amjad Mahmood Khan, U.S. spokesperson for the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. 
It’s a story Ahmadi children grow up hearing at home and in their mosques worldwide. 


“Whether you talk to an Ahmadi in Miami, Maine, South Dakota or Seattle, they will know this 
story and what a great victory it was,” Khan said, adding that it doesn’t mean they exult in 
Dowie’s demise. “It’s the triumph of what Islam stands for in the face of false allegations, and it’s 
about the victory of prayer over prejudice.” 


“Welcome to Shiloh House.” 


Kathy Goodwin, who volunteers every week at the 1902 Swiss-inspired chalet that Dowie built at 
1300 Shiloh Boulevard, greets visitors with these words before she takes them around the 25- 
room mansion. Dowie spent $90,000 (about $3 million in today’s dollars) to build it and 
$50,000 more to furnish it. 


He brought fixtures from Europe, including a porcelain bath. The house had running water, 
electricity and phones, a rarity in that time. 


Goodwin tells visitors about her family’s connection to Dowie. Her grandfather, a master 
carpenter from Switzerland, and his German wife went to hear Dowie speak in Chicago. Then 
and there, they decided to follow the preacher to Zion. Goodwin’s grandfather was chief 
carpenter for Shiloh House and her father, the last of 15 children, ran around the mansion as a 
child while his dad helped build it. 


The house has numerous images of Dowie — painted, photographed and woven with lace. 
Dowie, who was 5-foot-2, had carpenters craft custom wooden step stools so he could reach the 
top shelves of his bookcases. The house even has on one wall, two framed pieces crafted with 
Dowie’s hair by his barber. One shows the Dowie’s greeting “Peace to thee” and another is a 
depiction of the Bible. 


Goodwin is proud of Dowie’s legacy and wants it preserved. 


“He believed in love, kindness, helping people,” she said. “I honestly believe people were healed 
here.” 
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She also believes Dowie, in his later years, “got carried away” and “did things with money he 
shouldn't have.” 


“But he paid for it,” she said. “I’m here because I want his story to stay alive.” 


Goodwin also yearns to go back to a time when she was a little girl and the city played chimes at 
9 in the morning and 9 at night. 


“People stopped wherever they were and prayed,” she said. “I’m sorry it’s not like that any 
more.” 


Mike McDowell's great grandparents moved to Zion in 1905 from North Dakota because his 
great grandmother believed Dowie cured her whooping cough. McDowell sits on the board of 
the Zion Historical Society, which maintains Shiloh House. He is also a city commissioner and 
pastor at Christ Community Church, the remnant of Dowie’s original congregation. 


McDowell says his congregation now identifies as evangelical and doesn’t adhere to Dowie’s 
teachings. But he credits the founder for innovative municipal planning. 


“He came up with the idea of subdividing the community and making it self-sufficient,” 
McDowell said. “He created the city’s park system requiring every housing subdivision to have 
green spaces.” 


McDowell said Dowie’s downfall began when “he started believing his own press and thought of 
himself more highly than he ought to have.” 


He agrees what Dowie said about Muslims and Ahmed was “inflammatory,” but doesn’t believe 
the founder accepted Ahmad’s prayer duel. 


“Both men had visions of grandeur about themselves,” McDowell said, “which probably weren’t 
appropriate.” 


McDowell is happy to see the new mosque and lauds the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community for 
their many service projects in town, particularly food giveaways that were valuable to many 
during the pandemic. 


Just as McDowell’s and Goodwin’s ancestors moved to Zion following Dowie’s healing powers, 
Tayyib Rashid moved with his family to the area last year from Seattle when plans for the new 
mosque came to fruition. 


“You can’t have a Zion mosque anywhere else,” he said, adding that he feels a deep connection to 
the prayer duel and prophecy. “Dowie had all the means and resources. (Ahmad) had God on his 
side.” 


For community member Suriyya Latif, the new mosque reflects the Ahmadi community’s motto, 
which is painted in giant letters on the wall of their community center: “Love for all, hatred for 
none.” 


“People pull up to the parking lot and take selfies with that sign,” she said. 
The prayer duel, she said, is not an archaic tale, but a current manifestation of the community’s 


motto. Latif, who has toured the Shiloh House, wishes Dowie could have seen what his faith had 
in common with Islam. 


Dowie banned pork and alcohol in Zion, which are also commands in Islam. Even Dowie’s 
greeting “Peace to thee” is synonymous with the Muslim greeting “Salam alaikum.” 


The Ahmadis have struggled to gain acceptance even among mainstream Muslims, adding to the 
significance of establishing the mosque in Zion, said national spokesperson Khan. Pakistan’s 
parliament declared Ahmadis non-Muslims in 1974. 


Khan said the global Ahmadiyya community’s current leader and caliph, Hazrat Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad, is in Zion to inaugurate the new mosque this weekend — a momentous occasion for U.S. 
Ahmadis. Ahmad was forced into exile from Pakistan after his election in 2003 and resides in 
London. 


Over the years, Zion’s Ahmadiyya community has been buttressed by women who have assumed 
leadership roles, as well as African Americans who have accepted the faith in large numbers. 
About half of the community in Zion is African American. 


Ahmadi women raised nearly half of the $4 million needed for the new mosque, said Dhiya 
Tahira Bakr, national president of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community's women’s auxiliary. 
Bakr, who is African American, converted to Islam nearly four decades ago. Transcending 
culture and language barriers has not been difficult because their faith has bound Ahmadis of all 
backgrounds together, she said. 


“J didn’t grow up drinking chai or eating spicy food, but I enjoy it now,” Bakr said. “When you 
talk to one another, you forget about all that because you are bonding with the heart.” 


The prayer duel and Dowie’s demise opened up a path in Zion for the Ahmadiyya Muslims to 
build on that foundation by serving the community, she said. 


“We knock on doors and let people know that they don’t have to be afraid of us because we are 
Muslim or Black or Asian or whatever,” Bakr said. “It’s important we do this work for our 
children so we can dispel all these stereotypes.” 


Mayor Billy McKinney’s family moved to Zion in 1962, as the civil rights movement was 
gathering momentum. For Black families, racially integrated Zion was an oasis in a nation where 
segregation was the norm, he said. The mayor believes a community partnership has emerged 
from this century-old feud. 


Like many Zion residents, McKinney had not heard about the prayer duel and was initially 
surprised to learn about Dowie’s hostility toward Muslims. 


He says now is the time to move forward in unity. 


“History is history and I could take issue with anyone from the past if I wanted to,” McKinney 
said. “I’m about looking forward.” 


The mayor will present Ahmad, the fifth successor to the sect’s founder who challenged Dowie, 
with a key to the city as a symbol of trust and friendship. 


The Ahmadis are moving forward with the construction of their minaret, which they expect will 
be completed next year. The minaret is a global symbol of Islam and the faith’s call to prayer five 
times a day. 


It would be a stark contrast from Dowie’s vision of a Christian utopia. 
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“The founding fathers of Zion are probably rolling in their graves,” said David Padfield, minister 
of Church of Christ, a non-denominational congregation around the corner from the mosque. 
“They didn’t even want our church here.” 


Padfield, who supports the Ahmadiyya community, says it was the founders’ intolerance and 
exclusion of other faiths that “made it difficult for them to function.” 


Soon, towering 70 feet above the ground, the mosque’s minaret will be the tallest structure in 
the city that Dowie built. 
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Chicago Cribune NEWS-SUN 


Zion’s first mosque opens; ‘Knowledge and 
understanding of Islam will increase, and any fears or 
concerns ... will, God willing, dissipate’ 


By Yadira Sanchez Olson 
Lake County News-Sun ° Oct 20, 2022 at 9:33 am 
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Visitors learn about a historic event called the "prayer duel" at the exhibition hall of the Fath-e-Azeem 
Mosque in Zion during its inauguration celebration on Oct. 1. (Yadira Sanchez Olson / Lake County News-Sun) 


The first mosque in Zion is officially open to worshippers of Islam, and those who wish to learn about 
Ahmadi Muslims and the group’s long-standing history in the city. 


The inauguration ceremony of the Fath-e-Azeem Mosque was a well-attended event on Oct. 1, following 


months of planning and coordinating with city officials and members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community, 
locally and from across the country. 


The celebration was highlighted by a visit from the world head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community, Hazrat 


Mirza Masroor Ahmad, who traveled from the organization’s headquarters in the United Kingdom to Zion 
days before the festivities began. 
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Ahmad delivered the keynote address at the reception. The mosque, he said, is significant and special for 
more than one reason. 


“Indeed, it is widely important for all religious communities to have places of worship where their members 
can congregate,” Ahmad said. 


FATH-E-AZEEM MOSQUE 2700 LEWIS AVENUE, ZION, ILLINOIS 60099 


The first mosque in Zion is located on the corner of Lewis Avenue and 27th Street. (Yadira Sanchez Olson / 
Lake County News-Sun) 


The mosque not only enables Muslims to worship God and “fulfill their religious duties and obligations to 
their faith,” but also serves to introduce Islam and its teachings to the wider community, he said. 


“[The community’s] knowledge and understanding of Islam will increase, and any fears or concerns they 
harbor will, God willing, dissipate upon seeing Muslims living peacefully among them and contributing 


positively,” Ahmad said. 


The new mosque is a 12,600-square-foot building that sits on 10 acres at the corner of Lewis Avenue and 
27th Street. 


The Ahmadi community for years occupied a house turned community center on Gabriel Avenue, where lack 
of space was often an issue when they hosted regular community food pantries and blood drives. 


The land on Lewis Avenue was purchased in 2016, and the group was given the green light by the city to 
begin construction that same year. 


The total cost of the project was just under $4.4 million, officials said. 
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Lajna Ima‘illah, the group’s women’s auxiliary, was the primary fundraiser, with members from throughout 
the country’s 63 chapters collecting $1.7 million, Zion resident Dhiya Bakr said. 


Bakr is the national president of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA Women’s Auxiliary, of which 
locally there are 67 members. 
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Religious publications are some of the items behind glass cases on display at the Fath-e-Azeem Mosque in 
Zion, where the community is invited to learn about the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. (Yadira Sanchez 
Olson / Lake County News-Sun) 


Lit by tiny lights surrounding its architecture, the building shines bright come nightfall behind a wall of 
trees. The prayer room accommodates up to 310 people. And the basement is a large community center with 
a kitchen. 

Local community groups are welcome to hold meetings there, according to officials. 

A particular point of pride for the group is a state-of-the-art exhibition hall. 

Visitors are welcome to gain an understanding of one historic occurrence that began more than a century ago 
in the very city the mosque sits on today — one that ties the group’s roots to Zion’s very foundation, and has 


been taught to generations of Ahmadi Muslims. 


It was dubbed a “prayer duel” between John Alexander Dowie and the Ahmadiyya Muslim community 
founder Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Dowie was an evangelical minister and faith healer who founded Zion City in 
1901. 
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Although he preached for utopia, he made proclamations against other religious groups and advocated for 
their demise of Muslims, said Ibrahim Ahmed Ijaz, who acted as tour guide during the event. 


Ghulam Ahmad asked for Dowie to put his wrath on him and no others, and he posed a challenge to him in 
1902. In his writings he said, “whoever is the liar may perish first.” 


“The prayer duel is something that the press picked up like wildfire,” Ijaz said. 


This challenge is depicted through more than 150 newspaper articles from across the globe on display on 
interactive touch screens in the exhibit hall. 


Other items can be seen in display cases, such as publications started by Dowie and Ghulam Ahmad, and 
Qurans translated into various languages, including Braille. 


Dowie died in disgrace after a scandal over his mismanagement of Zion City finances at age 60, a year before 
Ghulam Ahmad died at 73. 


The translation of the name of the mosque in English from Arabic is “A great victory” mosque. The theme of 
the exhibition is of a great victory of prayer over prejudice, Ijaz said. 


Different sections of the museum provide information on the teachings of Islam, and a more detailed account 
of all of the religious history Ahmadis follow. 


At the ceremony, Zion Mayor Bill McKinney presented the key to the city to Ahmad, who graciously accepted 
it and thanked him. 


“Here in Zion, our motto is historic past and dynamic future,” McKinney said. “This beautiful mosque in the 
heart of our city exemplifies that motto.” 


One final touch on the mosque is expected to be completed next year. The minaret is a global symbol of 
Islam, and the faith’s call to prayer five times a day. 
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Religion News Service 


Ahmadi Muslims inaugurate new mosque on site 
of historic 'prayer duel! 


Religion News Service - Oct 2 
ZION, Illinois (RNS) —It was a challenge of biblical proportions. 


Two men, both claiming to be divine figures, would pray to God to show the truth of their claims. One was 
John Alexander Dowie, a Christian evangelist and faith healer who founded the city of Zion in 
northeastern Illinois. His challenger: Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the founder of the Ahmadiyya Mus lim 


Community. 
The first to die, lost. 


“A genuine Elijah would jump at such a proposal,’ read an article that appeared in The New York Times in 
1903, not long after Ghulam Ahmad issued the challenge in response to Dowie’s incendiary remarks 


about Islam and other religions. 


Earlier, Dowie had declared himself “Elijah the Restorer.” 


Dhiya Bakr, national president of the Women’s Auxiliary of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA, speaks to the crowd waiting for Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad, the spiritual leader of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, to arrive Sept. 26,2022, outside Fath-e-Azeem Mosque in Zion, Illinois. RNS photo by 
Emily McFarlan Miller© Provided by Religion News Service 
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The article —one of many published at the time in newspapers across the country about the so-called 
“prayer duel” —recalled how the biblical prophet Elyjah had challenged the prophets of Baal to calldown 
fire from heaven to burn their respective sacrifices. Elyjah was outnumbered. He had doused his sacrifice 


in water. And yet it was his prayer, in the biblicalaccount, that was answered. 


Ghulam Ahmad was in poor health and older than Dowie, who —by all accounts —never directly accepted 
the prayer duel. Yet it was Dowie who died a year before Ghulam Ahmad, abandoned by his family and all 


but a few of his most devoted followers, the city he founded in dire financial straits. 


The story has been repeated for generations among the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, a small revival 


movement within Islam who believe Ghulam Ahmad to be a promised messiah and mahdi, or reformer. 


Now the community has a home in the city at the center of it all. 


This weekend, the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community will inaugurate its first mosque —named “Fath-e- 


Azeem,” or “great victory” —in Zion. 


The victory signified in the name of the mosque “is not the victory of any religion,” said Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad, the khalifa, or caliph, of the Anmadiyya Muslim Community. The victory, he said, is to 


communicate “who is the true man of God,” between Dowie and Ghulam Ahmad. 


“We should respect all the religions,” Mirza Masroor Ahmad told Religion News Service. 


af zi Te Oe 
Mirza Masroor Ahmad arrives at the new Fath-e-Azeem Mosque in Zion, Illinois. Ahmad is the khalifa of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. RNS photo 
by Emily McFarlan Miller© Provided by Religion News Service 


“This is what the teaching of the Quran says, and this is what the founder of the Ahmadiyya movement 


said —that you should respect each other. And the main purpose of the human being is to worship Allah. 


SELECT HEADLINES 


So whichever religion you hold, you can practice according to that, but don’t use filthy or abusive 


language against other people.” 


The spiritual leader of the Ahmadiyya Mus lim Community, which claims more than 20 million members 
worldwide, traveled from the movement’s headquarters in the United Kingdom to inaugurate the mosque 


alongside leaders from the city and other faiths. 


Mirza Masroor Ahmad said he often travels to inaugurate new mosques around the world, but the history 


of Zion makes Fath-e-Azeem “special.” 


The Zion chapter of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community started with about 50 people in 1984. 


Nadia Shams, propagation secretary for the chapter’s women’s auxiliary, remembers a time before the 
chapter even had its current mission house. Her father was its first president,and members would meet 


at their little house in nearby Waukegan, Illinois. 


The current mission house is so small, Shams said, the Zion chapter has had to rent or borrow space to 
hold community events. Meantime, its membership —about 150 people —has nearly tripled in size since 


its earliest days, she said. 


“We had humble beginnings,so this is huge forus,’ Shams said. 


The new mosque has a prayer room that can accommodate up to 310 people and a basement that can be 


configured to host all kinds of events. 


/ 


Tahir Ahmend Soofi, president of the Zion chapter of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. RNS photo by Emily McFarlan Miller© Provided by Religion 
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On Monday, blue paper dots marked out the appropriate social distance for worshippers on the prayer 
room’s plush blue and gold carpet. Gold calligraphy circled the inside of the dome in its ceiling: “There is 


no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his messenger.” 


Signs of preparations dotted the property as the community made it ready for the arrival of Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad that evening and the inauguration of the mosque that weekend. In the hallway, a mop leaned 


against a wall beneath photographs of Ghulam Ahmad and his five successors. 


Outs ide, adding to the festival-like atmosphere, white tents were set up in the parking lot to house 
security and COVID-19 checkpoints for the week, as wellas to act as overflow space for prayer and meals 


for volunteers and visitors. 


More than 1,000 people turned out later that day to welcome Mirza Masroor Ahmad, according to the 


Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. 


The crowd, separated by gender, chanted “Allahu akbar,” or “God is great,’ as their spiritual leader walked 
across the parking lot before disappearing inside the mosque to lead prayer. Children waved tiny 
American flags at the end of light-up wands and sang “Fath-e-Azeem” in a song set to the tune of “This Is 


the Day,” more commonly heard in Christian Sunday school settings. 


Shams had volunteered as security for the event. Even with her back to the khalifa as she held back the 


crowd, she said she was surprised to find herself moved to tears. 
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Illuminated American flags were waved by members of the crowd as they waited for the arrival of Mirza Masroor Ahmad outside the new mosque in 


Zion, Illinois. RNS photo by Emily McFarlan Miller© Provided by Religion News Service 


‘Tcould feel that energy. Icould feel that light,” she said. 
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Lajna Ima‘illah, the women’s Auxiliary of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, was the largest fundraiser 
for the Zion mosque, which came in under its $4.4 million budget, according to Tahir Ahmed Soofi, 


president of the Zion chapter of the Ahmadiyya Mus lim Community. 


The women’s auxiliary passed its goal to raise $1.2 million in less than a year, according to its national 
president, Dhiya Bakr. Tears shone in hereyes as she remembered how members of the women’s 
auxiliary handed her cash, checks, even the jewelry they were wearing when she spoke to them about 


building the mosque in Zion. 


Bakr said she believed Dowie was on the “right track” when he set out to build a “city of God.” He just 


went off the rails when he alienated other people and other faiths. 


She moved to Zion about 22 years ago, wanting to see the vision ofa city of God come to life. Islam, she 


believed, could help nurture that vision. 


Now, in a town literally built around the Christian Catholic Apostolic Church Dowie founded, Fath-e-Azeem 
Mosque sits within a block of two churches —one Assemblies of God and the other Fundamental Baptist 


—and a Kingdom HallofJehovah’s Witnesses. 


| 


Illuminated by a dome over the front center of the room, the prayer room of the new Fath-e-Azeem Mosque features bright striped carpets under the 


central dome. RNS photo by Emily McFarlan Miller© Provided by Religion News Service 


‘Thope that Zion and the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community will be that city that beacon of light that draws 
people here —not just to see the mosque, but to feel God in the city and some peace and contentment 


from allthe struggle that folks have in their own personal world,” Bakr said. 
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There was a time when some Zion residents feared Ahmadi Muslims wanted to “take over the city” 
because of what had happened between Dowie and Ghulam Ahmad, according to Zion Township 


Supervisor Cheri Neal. 


These days, Neal said, the story of the prayer duel isn’t very well known in Zion. 


But the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is. 


And, she said, “if you know any of their hearts, you know that it’s not about taking over, it’s about joining 


in.” 
As long as Nealcan remember, the Zion chapter has been a “key partner in our community,” collecting 
backpacks for schoolchildren, organizing basketball tournaments, volunteering at a food pantry and 


joining community dialogues about race. 


On “everything that we’ve ever done,’ she said, “they've always been at the table, and, with my Christian 
background, there were times when I felt like their organization is more Christian than some Christian 


organizations just because they really do practice what they preach.” 


It’s “such a quintessential American story,’ according to Amjad Mahmood Khan, national spokesperson 


for the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA. 


The new mosque includes a permanent exhibit about the prayer duel, with videos introducing Islam and 


the Ahmadiyya Mus lim Community. 


Toy camera viewers sit next to reels of photographs and news clippings at the new Fath-e-Azeem Mosque in Zion, Illinois. RNS photo by Emily 


McFarlan Miller© Provided by Religion News Service 
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about 160 articles about the challenge from newspapers across the country. Display cases hold copies of 
publications started by Dowie and Ghulam Ahmad and Qurans translated into various languages by the 


Ahmadiyya Mus lim Community. 


One video shares polemicalremarks Dowie had made about people of other faiths, including remarks that 


had caught the attention of Ghulam Ahmad: “Islam must go .. Mohammedanism must be destroyed.” 


In challenging Dowie, Ghulam Ahmad “was defending Islam when no one was defending Islam,” Khan 
said. That’s ironic, he noted, when some Muslims consider the Ahmadiyya movement to be heretical and 


Ahmadi Muslims face persecution in some Muslim-majority countries, such as Pakistan. 


The inauguration of a mosque in the city Dowie founded is “the symbolic turning of the page on some of 


that original history,” Khan said. 


The mayor willbe there to welcome Mirza Masroor Ahmad, the great-grandson of Ghulam Ahmad. The 


church across the street is allowing the mosque to use its parking lot. 


The “great victory” of Fath-e-Azeem, Khan said, is a victory of “prayer over prejudice, light over darkness, 


love over hate.” 


“This is something everyone can celebrate. This is exactly what makes America so special,” he said. 


This article has been updated to restore a full quote from Mirza Masroor Ahmad. 
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AHMADIYYAT TODAY 


A Snapshot of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community Today 


To date, the accomplishments and activities of the international Ahmadiyya 


The Movement Continues 


OVER 100 YEARS LATER: 


Muslim Community include: 


Establishment in over 210 countries and territories of the world, 
with 4,641 missionaries (excluding Pakistan) 


Inauguration of over 9,000 mosques and 3,356 mission houses 
around the world (excluding Pakistan) 


Translated the Holy Quran in 75 languages with millions of copies 
distributed 


Provides first-rate education through 615 primary and middle 
schools in 11 countries and 80 high schools 


Manages, staffs and operates 37 hospitals in several countries, 
including a world-class cardiology facility in Rabwah, Pakistan 
(Tahir Heart Institute) 


Operates 25 radio stations and a global satellite television network 
(Muslim Television Ahmadiyya) that functions every day, 24 hours 
a day, providing free educational and instructional programming 
in several different languages 


Televises the weekly Friday Sermons of our Worldwide Head (i.e., 
the Khalifah or Caliph) in 8 languages simultaneously across the 
globe 


Implemented an annual international Bai’at (Oath of Initiation) 
ceremony in 1992, enabling the 100,000s of new members to 
collectively join the Community at the hands of our Khalifah 


507 


And in the end 


All praise belongs to 


OBL 


Lord of. all the worlds 


Fath-e-Azoom—the Power of Prayer over Prejudice 
tediscovers a little known chapter of American 
history, It chronicles an early twentieth century 
prayer duel between two men who claimed to be 
Divinoly appointed prophets. Overshadowing their 
Claims was @ predicament of epic proportions: they 
offered diametrically opposite messages, and one of 
them was the proven Kiar. 


Reminiscent of the accounts told in the old 
estament, the lone voice of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad” emerged from the hinterlands of Qadian—a 
village of india—to boldly chatienge John Alexander 
Dowie, a Christian faith healer and one of the 
wealthiest and most powerful Americans of his day, 
to a spiritual contest: whoever perished within the 
ifetime of the truthful would prevail, This is the awe- 
inspiring account of a Muslim who was so deeply 
connected to God that he would confidently 
publicize his prophecies—and his grand defense of 
Islam—betore the global court of public opinion, and 
in 50 doing, stake his entire reputation of honesty 
and truthfulness that he had so diligently accrued. 


Fath-0-Azeem—the Power of Prayer over Projudico 
dacuments the dramatic unfolding of events as seen 
‘through the lens of newspaper media coverage 
spanning four continents. 


